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HOLIDAY SHOW: Members ofa children's choir sit on the edge of the huge fountain of the well-lighted Cultural Center of the Philippines on Roxas Boulevard in Manila while waiting for their turn to perform on the 


Justice secretary orders arrest of child rapist 


By Richel Umel and Bert Laput inquirer Mindanao 
Julie M. Aurelio and Leila B. Salaverria in Manila 


DAPITAN CITY—IN DEFIANCE OF MALACANANG, CON- 
victed child rapist Romeo Jalosjos flew home to Zamboanga 


del Norte yesterday despite a Palace order for him to be kept 
in prison. Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez ordered his im- 


mediate arrest. 


Latin hymns 
sung in Masses 
in Pampanga 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inguirer Central Luzon 


MABALACAT, PAMPANGA—THE PAS- 
torella has always held the people of 
Mabalacat under its charm. 

A set of Latin hymns sung during 
the nine-day Christmas Masses, the 
pastorella has not been heard in 
many Pampanga towns for 40 years 
after Vatican II prescribed the use of 
local languages in religious rites. 

But the tradition has lived on in 
Mabalacat, specifically at the Our La- 
dy of Divine Grace Parish, according 
to Robby Tantingco, a resident and 
executive director of the Holy Angel 
University’s Center of Kapampangan 
Studies. 

‘The pastorella is actually a local 
term for the Misa de Pastores in hon- 
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RACHELLE Pilares, blind since 
she was 5, recites the colors of 
tiles she had carefully arranged. 
AUGUST ORACRUZ 


GMA, Panlilio meet in Mass: Peace һе with you 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo dutifully did her part 
when told to offer the sign of peace dur- 
ing the traditional Misa de Gallo here. 

She turned to San Fernando Mayor Os- 


The former Zamboanga del Norte 
representative arrived in Dapitan City 
by private plane from Manila around 5 
p.m. Saturday, Councilor Apple Marie 
Agolong told the Inquire by phone. 

Agolong did not say who was with 
Jalosjos or on what authority the for- 
mer lawmaker left detention at the Ма- 
tional Bilibid Prisons (NBP) іп 
Muntinlupa City. Agolong said she was 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


RACHELLE PILARES, BLIND- SINCE 
the age of 5, expertly recited the colors 
of hand-painted cardboard tiles she so 
carefully arranged in a Velcro spread 
like any other person with a normal 
eyesight. 

Her masterpiece was a composite of 
patterns she put together using col- 
огей tiles of various sizes—a big red 
cross in the center, a big blue rectangle 
in one side, a smaller violet cross with 
a green border in another, a brown tri- 
angle. 

She also described her work perfect- 
ly. 

The dominant hue in her “painting” 
was blue, her favorite Yuletide color, 


саг Rodriguez, shook his hand and ut- 
tered the usual “peace be with you.” 

‘Then she turned to Pampanga Gov. 
Eddie Panlilio and made the same ges- 
ture, which she also repeated to Rep. Au- 
relio Gonzales. 


смдгда 


with а group that welcomed Jalosjos at 
the Dapitan City airport. 

"T was surprised,” Gonzalez told the 
Inguiren in Manila. "I have ordered ће 
PNP (Philippine National Police) and 
the NBI (National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion) to arrest him.” 

“There was no authority for him to 
leave,” Gonzalez said, adding that he 

JALOSJOSTAS 


Artist invents gift of colors for the blind 


Pilares told the INgumes. 

“Christmas is really colorful but in 
my mind, its color is blue because it 
symbolizes peace and it is pleasant to 
the eyes,” said Pilares, whose optic 
nerves stopped sending messages to 
her brain before she finished kinder- 
garten. 

For the first time since her world 
plunged into darkness, the 20-year-old 
who uses eyeglasses for protection is 
“seeing” a cheerful and florid Christ- 
mas this year. Thanks to the strand sys- 
tem devised by noted Filipino visual 
artist, Paz “Ching” Abad-Santos. 

While the Braille system allows the 
blind and visually impaired people to 
read and write, Abad-Santos’ inven- 
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At 75, doctor is 
longest-serving 
active medical 
volunteer 


By Gia Damaso-Dumo 
Contributor 


HE CAN WELL BE THE PHILIPPINES" 
own Albert Schweitzer, his inspira- 
tion and, like him- 
self, a role model 
for generations of 
physicians. 

At75, Dr. Mario 
S. de Villa is ar- 
guably the oldest 
and longest-serv. 
ing active medical 
volunteer in the 
Philippines. Не 
began taking part 
in medical-surgi- 
cal missions in 
11967, in the process visiting about 40 
provinces, scores of towns and cities, 
and some of the remotest islands and 
villages. 

The subjects of his stories are not 
only the severe and strange cases he 
has treated in his missions, but also 
the adrenalin rush of white-water 
rafting in Tabuk, Kalinga, the visual 
delights of a daylong road trip to 
Paracelis, Mountain Province, and 
the anticipation of yet another mis- 
sion to Jolo early next year—stories 
told with excitement, his gray eyes 
sparkling 

“T will continue to volunteer until 
Tm 89,” declared De Villa in Septem- 
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Inquirer keeps No. 1 spot in readership, says survey 


"WITH OVER HALF OF RESPONDENTS 
saying it was their broadsheet of 
choice, the Philippine Daily Inquirer 
continues to be the most widely read 
broadsheet in the country, according to 
latest survey results by Nielsen Media 
Research. 

Results from the “Nielsen Media In- 
dex Study (Enhanced Wave 2)," which 
covers the whole year of 2007, showed 
that the INQUIRER was the choice of 53 
percent of those who said they had 
read a broadsheet ће day before. 

The survey estimated that the IN- 
опал had 1.3 million readers. 


— 
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Manila Bulletin came second with 
47 percent (1.17 million readers), 
while the Philippine Star was third 
with 42 percent (1.05 million read- 
ers). 

“What a wonderful Christmas gift 
for the Ingumer!” INQUIRER president 
Sandy Prieto-Romualdez said in a 
statement. 

“The survey results once again af- 
firm our Number One spot over the 
past decade,” Romualdez said, citing 
surveys conducted by another outfit 
before Nielsen began its own surveys 

INQUIRER AIO 


National Ubon: among yestorda 


тə puri ЕЗГЕ ЕЗІ 2007 we 
LPDI-SS4*  1.POI-507%  1.MB-402% — 1.PDI-543%  1РИ-525% 
2M8-34 2мв-а87 ZPD- — 28-4698 28-44% 
S.P5-27.4% © S.PS-27.9% | 399-3509 35-403 28-418 


47 48 48 47 47 


PT 
12 
mre 


мв 


ЕТЕНЕ 


ЕТІ 


о 2007 м2 


2 2007 Wt 


SOURCE NELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH MEDIAINDEX 2007 W2 
“onhancad, conss oi combined wave and 2 sample 


GLOBAL PINOY /A20 


NEWS /A4 


| 
Adrian Cristobal, 1 
essayist, columnist, 
dies at the age of 75 


?| Robin Padilla talks 
about prison years as best time 
» ofhislife, and why he almost 
never fails to score with ladies 


: 3 doctors and a professor 
of integrative medicine show 

merrymakers how to beat holiday ^ 
diet disaster and still celebrate 


` Ninotchka Rosca 
writes about how some Filipino 
domestic workers celebrate 
Christmas away from home | 


3 


np 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Est Visayas and Mindanao wil experience cloudy 
sis th scaloradcalnshwers and thunderstorms. The rest ofthe 
country wl have рату coud o a times cloudy ses with isolated 


rainshowas 


Metro ManlaPaty бошу 


ala _Риуйшу — Rus Party Cou 
ums Poty Couey cote Fay Guy 

‘og Panyo... ban Couty wi Ras 

tak ano Party Guy E-mail pr nowsGinquirercom ph 
бату — Foy Coady — Isi 


lepus — Pari Соту 
an Pay Goudy 


Dano 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


E SC REVERSES 
La Salle expulsion 
of 3 frat men /A9 


ш LAWMAKERS 

join fight against 

cigarette smoking 
JAY 


ta VILLAR с 
mum on 
plotto 
unseat 
him /A5 


E GONZALEZ: 
What ‘diamond 
statement?” 


/A18 


ielamacatni Port Cloudy 


ando dra болуи ang 
‘Goudy wh бі 
Омоке зон! йолдан SOURCE PAGASA 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Text us your feedbacks inquirer news name/age/cl message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


PAGE 


Website: wwwiinquirermetination 


Second 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


MALACANANG DEFENDED ITS MOVE TO CON- 
tract an American lobby firm in Washington and 
said Sen. Mar Roxas, who exposed the deal, had 


FRONT 


his facts all wrong. 


In an e-mailed response to 
Roxas’ attacks, Bunye said the 
“proposed fee is only $500,000, 
not $50 million (susmaryosep) 
and it was still under negotia- 
tion. 

Bunye also took issue with 
Senator Roxas for claiming the 
other day that the pricey con- 
tract with Covington and Burl- 
ing LLP was wasteful and 
lacked transparency, 

Said Bunye: “This contract, 
including the scope and size, 
are consistent with government 
relations consulting agree- 
ments entered into by previous 
administrations and by many 
other governments around the 
world. 

Bunye said Ambassador to 
Washington Willy Gaa and his 
team in Washington “are cur- 
rently in negotiations” with Am- 
bassador Stuart Bizenstat, part- 
ner and chair of the Internation- 
al Practice of Washington law 


and government relations firm, 
Covington and Burling. 


‘Advancing RP interests 

The subject of negotiations is 
acontract totaling $500,000 “to 
provide support to advance 
Philippine interests in trade, de- 
velopment assistance, military 
and security cooperation and 
other bilateral issues.” 

He denied that the Palace was 
keeping the contract under 
wraps, after Roxas demanded 
that the government publish in 
full the provisions of the con- 
tract to avoid a repeat of the con- 
troversy generated by the equal- 
ly controversial P50-million Ven- 
able LLP contract in 2005. 

Bunye assured that “once 
those negotiations, which have 
followed all government pro- 
curement regulations, have 
been completed we will make 
an announcement to confirm 
that Ambassador Eizenstat has 


to work 
ines in 


been formally engage 
on behalf of the Phil 
the United States.” 

Bunye also defended the cred- 
ibility of the lobby firm, saying 
Eizenstat "is one of the most dis- 
tinguished and accomplished 
public servants and legal minds 
іп Washington, and Covington 
and Burling is one of the premier 
law and government relations 
firm in the United States.” 


Everyone does it 

Contacted by the INQUIRER, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
Chief Legal Counsel Sergio 
Apostol said he was not privy to 
the negotiations with Coving- 
ton and Burling, but added that 
there was no government in the 
world without a lobbyists in 
Washington, 

“They all have lobbyists in 
Washington. There is nothing 
usual (in contracting the ser- 
vices of a foreign lobby firm) to 
protect (the country's) inter- 
ests,” said Apostol, but stressed 
that the contract was “not yet 
signed.” 

He reacted to Roxas chal- 
lenge to defend the contract “in 
Plaza Miranda or any market in 
the country.” 
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Roxas got it all wrong—Palace 


US lobby deal not yet final, is worth only $500,000, says Bunye 


BUNYE 


"Definitely we will do that. 
We will just give statistics. Every 
government has lobby firms (in 
Washington) to protect their in- 
terests,” said Apostol. 
"Wasteful? We're trying to get 
some aid, protect our interests. 
Why? Because there is no one 
there to protects us. We can't re- 
ly on on our own embassy al- 
though they're also lobbying,” 
Besides pushing for increased 
military aid to the country, he 
cited the case of our sugar ex- 
ports which had been imperiled 
фу a threat of a quota for sugar 
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and copra (coconut meat) 
“which they said is not suited 
for use in the US.” 


Professional lobbyists 

“There are a lot of Philippine 
products that need to be lobbied 
for inclusion in trade agree- 
ments (with the US). In fact, the 
US has moved to reduce our sug- 
ar quota. Without our lobbying, 
our huge export to the US will be 
slashed dramatically.” 

Apostol said lobbying was al- 
lowed by US laws. 

“These are professional lob- 
byists. They talk to people who 
are involved (in decision-mak- 
ing). If it's for aid, they have it 
released. If there's a need to 
protect our interest, they pro- 
tect our interests.” 

Не pointed out that even 
“leftists and Protestant bishops" 
had lobby firms in the US. 

“We lost (in some areas) be- 
cause leftists have (lobbyists) in 
the US Congress. They have, 
but we don't? 

“He (Roxas) is talking be- 
cause of his ambition to become 
president of this country. Re- 
move that ambition and T think 
he will not be talking,” said 
Apostol. 
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House ethics body 
junks case vs JDV 
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MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE 
on Ethics and Privileges unanimously dis- 
missed with finality the ethics complaint 
filed against Speaker Jose de Venecia last 
September for evident lack of jurisdiction 
and for utter lack of merit. 

‘The overwhelming decision dismissing the 
complaint was contained in the 127-page 
Committee Report No. 25 which was signed 
by 21 Committee members and 19 ex-officio 
members and submitted to the plenary on 
Dec. 18 by Romblon Rep. Eleandro Madrona. 

Madrona chairs the House ethics com- 
mittee, 

“Going over the pleadings and over exist- 
ing laws and legal pronouncements on the 
subject mater of conflict of interest which is 
the principal issue raised against the Re- 
spondent, it is clear that the allegations in 
the Complaint are completely devoid of 
merit,” the committee decision said. 

De Venecia expressed satisfaction over 
the dismissal, saying that he “was confident 
all along that the complaint totally lacked 
merit from the day it was conceived.” 

‘The dismissal came after a review of the alle- 
gations in the verified complaint filed by lawyer 
Robert Rafael J. Pulido and the point-by-point 
reply to the charges which De Venecia, through 
his counsel Raul Lambino, filed on Nov. 28. 

It took into account the Speaker's reply 
that his son and namesake, Jose de Venecia 
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III, was "neither an incorporator nor an of- 
ficer” of Multi-Media Telephony when MTI 
applied for a legislative franchise and was 
granted one in 1993. 

On the matter of the unsolicited proposal 
submitted by the Speakers son to build the 
government's national broadband network 
(NBN) project, the Committee members 
took note of the Speaker's proposal that the 
NBN project be undertaken on a Build-Op- 
erate-Transfer (BOT) basis that will not in- 
volve any government loan, government 
expense and risk or sovereign guarantee. 

‘The NBN project which was awarded to 
Chinese firm ZTE was suspended and later 
cancelled by President Macapagal-Arroyo 
amid charges that the project was tainted 
with corruption. 

Earlier, De Venecia's counsel said Pulido's 
complaint was part of an “orchestrated at- 
tack to vilify the House leader.” 

Lambino said it was clear from the start 
that the Committee had no jurisdiction over 
the complaint but Speaker De Venecia insist- 
ed that he reply to the allegations point-by- 
point to prove that the Pulido complaint was 
completely devoid of any merit. 

On Dec. 4, the Committee dismissed the 
Pulido complaint by a vote of 25-0 upon the 
motion of Rep. Mauricio Domogan and 
Rep. Rufus B. Rodriguez. Rep. Teddy Casi- 
no, Deputy Speaker Eric Singson and 
Makati Rep. Teodoro Locsin Jr. seconded 
the motion to dismiss the complaint. 
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Adrian E. Cristobal, public man of letters; 7 


By Lito B. Zulueta 


ADRIAN E. CRISTOBAL SR., POLITICAL 
satirist, essayist, columnist, fictionist, 
playwright, literary organizer, popular 
historian of Andres Bonifacio, and Mar- 
cos government functionary and adviser, 
died of complications arising from hung 
cancer yesterday morning. He was 75. 
“Adrian Cristobal was first and fore- 
most a political writer who started writ- 
ing short stories but developed into a 
fine essayist in the tradition of Fred 
Mangahas, Salvador Р Lopez, and per- 
haps Е. Aguilar Cruz,” said writer Elmer 
;Ordofez who, like Cristobal, was a 
“member of the original Raven group of 
‘writers based in the University of the 
Philippines (UP). 
Fi “А quite cynical person, possibly ac- 
‘Gquired in the practice of journalism (as 
seporter, columnist, editorial writer, and 
Zbublisher) and writing for public fig- 
“tres, he was in his element in the satiri- 
cal mode,” added Ordoñez, who's na- 
tional secretary of the Philippine Center 
of the International PEN (Poets, Play- 
wrights, Essayists, Novelists). 
* “He took his death with grace,” said 
Inday Espina Varona, editor in chief of 
the monthly Philippine Graphic news 
magazine, where Cristobal was publish- 
en 
"вану last month, Cristobal became 
suddenly sick and failed to grace the an- 
«nual Nick Joaquin Forum, sponsored by 
«the Graphic. He thought he had bronchi- 
tis but a biopsy showed he had cancer. 
He was hospitalized at the Makati Мес 
cal Center, 


Multi-faceted life 

Friends who visited him said he was 
upbeat and quick on the banter. “He 
took it very well,” Varona said. “He was 
not a whiner. Everybody in the family 
was calm.” 

He is survived by his wife, the former 
Ma, Teresita Soriano, and children Anna 
C. Torres, Celin, Stella С. Arenas, Adrian 
Jr, Pia Kahn and Monica Graham. 

His remains were cremated yesterday. 
Awake will be held on Dec. 26 and 27 at 
the Santuario de San Antonio in Forbes 
Park, Makati. A funeral Mass will be 
held at 9 a.m. on Dec. 28. 

Although known mainly to the public 


as a columnist (he used to write 
columns for this paper, and was writing 
them for the Manila Bulletin and the 
Graphic before he became bed-ridden), 
Cristobal led a multi-faceted public life. 

During the Marcos years, he was chair 
of the President's Center for Special 
‘Studies, a Malacafiang think tank whose 
staff wrote speeches and policy papers 
for Marcos and published publications 
on public affairs. Much later during the 
Marcos administration, Cristobal head- 
ed the Social Security System. 

In a statement, the National Press 
Club mourned the death of Cristobal, 
calling him “a man of great intellect, and 
unmistakably, a writer of consequence.” 

Citing his many public accomplish- 
ments, the NPC said Cristobal was main- 
ly a writer: “Mister Cristobal may be 
many other things—public servant, ad- 
ministrator, academic, presidential ad- 
viser, etc, but he was first and last, a 
writer,” 

Born on Feb. 20, 1932, Cristobal stud- 
ied at UP and the University of the East. 
He gained recognition as a writer at a 
very young age, winning his first major 
literary prize—for a short story—when 
he was 15. At 17, his byline was appear- 
ing in the Manila Chronicle, Sunday 
Times, Saturday Mirror, Free Press and 
Midweek. 


Fictionist, dramatist 

“Dropping out of university (possibly 
because he could not abide pompous 
professors) he continued his education 
by reading as widely as he could, and 
engaging scholars with nationalist bent 
like Cesar Majul, O.D. Corpuz, Armando 
Bonifacio, SV Epistola and writers of UP 
Diliman in discussion and debate,” Or- 
dofiez said. 

“Не became one of the Diliman-based 
group of writers called the Ravens 
whose friendship he nurtured to his last 
moment.” 

Asa fictionist, Cristobal was best tack- 
ling historic figures. His most antholo- 
gized story is "I. Sulayman,” a recre- 
ation in stream-of-consciousness of the 
historic Manila rajah as he prepares to 
do battle with the Spanish conquista- 
dores. 

Cristobal was also a playwright 
whose most popular drama was one 


ADRIAN E. CRISTOBAL: 1932-2007 


about the trial of Bonifacio. But his most 
notorious stage work is a political satire 
which, however, does not exist any- 
more: “The Largest Crocodile in the 
World,” which won a prize in the Don 
Carlos Palanca Memorial Awards for Lit- 
erature in 1960. No copy of it remains 
even in the Palanca archives; it is Бе- 
lieved that the politician who was the 
subject of the play's scathing depiction 
haditstolen. 

А leftist intellectual when he was a 
young man, Cristobal had а consuming 
interest in Bonifacio, the plebian who 
founded the Katipunan movement that 
led the Philippine revolution against 
Spain. He wrote his last most famous 
work, “The Tragedy of the Revolution,” 
complaining about the “official neglect” 
of Bonifacio: “It is ironic ... that among 
our national heroes, Andres Bonifacio is 
destitute of a ‘Life’ in more than one 
sense: no memoirs, no diaries—his life 
was cut short.” (He was referring to the 
execution of the Bonifacio brothers in 
the mountains of Maragondon, Cavite 
оп orders of President Emilio Aguinal- 
do.) 

Cristobal was also an indefatigable 
literary organizer. He founded the Uny- 
on ng Manunulat na Pilipino (Umpil), a 
national federation of writers, and was a 
patronof young writers 

Said Ordofez: “Raven Raul Ingles re- 
members Adrian as quite 'generous at 
heart to fellow human beings, especial- 


ly writers, by providing them with op- 
portunities to pursue their vocation.” 

But to Ordofiez, Cristobal's most last- 
ing legacy is the UP Creative Writing 
Center (now the UP Institute of Creative 
Writing), which he helped found in the 
19705. 

"If there is one palpable achievement 
of Adrian Cristobal in literature, itis the 
UP Institute of Creative Writing which 
he initiated as a member of the UP 
Board of Regents in the late seventies,” 
Ordoñez said. “He made sure it would 
be an independent unit of the university 
catering to the needs of writers in their 
craft not only from campus but from all 
over the country. National Artist for Lit- 
erature Francisco Arcellana was the In- 
stitute's first Director.” 


Public intellectual 

Cristobal followed a distinguished but 
vanishing line of writer-thinkers such as 
LB Soliongco, Nick Joaquin, Guillermo 
de Vega, Lopez, and Mangahas who 
were public intellectuals in the distinctly 
Filipino sense of the term—more public 
than intellectual. 

Public intellectuals in the West are 
mainly academe-based scholars such as 
Edward Said, Noam Chomsky, and Jur- 
gen Habermas, who sally forth from 
their university chair, armed with their 
doctoral cap and toga, to engage in pub- 
licaffairs. 

In contrast, Cristobal and the Filipino 
public intellectuals are mainly journal- 
ists and columnists who might have 
reached college but dropped out. And 
even if they had a modicum of academic 
education, their stint in the wild and 
wooly world of journalism would have 
made them generalists, not specialists; 
polemicists and controversialists, pun- 
dits. 

Public intellectuals in the West have 
an ideological framework (Said's post- 
colonial Orientalism, which draws its 
roots from poststructuralism, Chom- 
sky's libertarian socialism, and Haber- 
таз Neo-Marxism) which they use to 
frame their views on and responses to 
public affairs. 

In contrast, Cristobal and his ilk have 
none of the "isms" associated with the 
academe, except perhaps for national- 
ism and, especially in the case of 


Joaquin, some form of a classic human- 
ism. 

This is not to say that Cristobal and 
the Filipino public intellectuals are less 
scholarly, less severe. They are thinkers 
in their own right, and definitely, they 
have an inimitable if not a more tren- 
chant prose style than their counterparts 
in the West. 

Even Chomsky was highly critical of 
his likes from the academe. He de- 
nounced “intellectual communities” for 
their snobbery and their academic jar- 
gon. He said many scholars are mere 
“clerks” and he urged the general popu- 
lation to be "anti-intellectual" because 
academic scholars may be “a special 
class who are in the business of impos- 
ing thoughts, and framing ideas for peo- 
plein power.” 

In a way, the more apt Western paral- 
Jel to Cristobal and Filipino public intel- 
lectuals would be the press opinion- 
makers such as Walter Lippmann, who 
were eagerly sought by presidents and 
influential public-policy makers for their 
counsel and opinion. 


Marcos past 
In the case of Cristobal, he not only 
used the pen to influence public policy 
and decision-making, he also got to join 
the corridors of power as among the 
bright and eager young minds drafted 
by the Marcos administration, which in- 
cluded Francisco Tatad, Juan С. Tuvera, 
O.D. Corpuz, and Guillermo de Vega. 

As head of the Presidential Special 
Studies Center, Cristobal had a number 
of top writers in his staff who wrote 
speeches and policy drafts for Marcos. 
How they justified the strongman's au- 
thoritarian rule would eventually hound 
most of them, including Cristobal. 

Often on the lashing end of writers 
and critics of the Marcos dictatorship, 
Cristobal, like many of Marcos’ brilliant 
information men such as Tatad, Grego- 
rio Cendana and Jose Aspiras, was al- 
ways gracious and did not harbor 
grudges. 

Although known for his acerbic pen 
and satiric jabs, Cristobal remained 
friendly and conciliatory to all writers, 
even if they didn't see eye to eye with 
him. With reports from Cynthia Bal- 
ana and Jerome Aning 
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Villar п mum on plot to unseat him 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


SENATE PRESIDENT MANUEL 
Villar is keeping quiet amid talk 
that some of his colleagues are 
plotting to oust him just five 
months after he assumed the 
Senate leadership. 

When asked about reports 
last week of a “coup plot” by 
senators critical of his leader- 
ship style, Villar's staff said the 
Senate president preferred not 
to give a comment, They соп- 
firmed that he had packed up 
and left for a holiday abroad 
with his family. 

Villar’s critics include mem- 
bers of both the majority bloc 
and the opposition. 

Senate Majority Leader Fran- 
cis Pangilinan played down the 
grumblings and doubted that 
the antiVillar senators could 
muster at least 12 votes to un- 
seat Villar. 

The Senate has 23 members. 
А majority or at least 12 votes 
will be needed to unseat him. 


Shifting alliances 

here will always be issues 
raised against the Senate lead- 
ership regardless of who sits,” 
said Pangilinan, adding that he 
did not see any serious reasons 
for senators to shift alliances ас 
this point. 

Sen. Manuel Roxas П, Liberal 
Party president who belongs to 
the eight-man Senate minority 
bloc, has denied that the LP fac- 
tion initiated moves to replace 
Villar. But he expressed his dis- 
content with what he called the 
Senate leadership's “lack of fo- 

“There could have been more 
focus on specific pieces of legis- 
lation,” he told reporters. He 
refered to the need to amend 
the Tax Code and wrap up in- 
vestigations into government 
anomalies. 

“You saw the results of the in- 
vestigations, theyre pretty 
much left hanging,” he added. 


Sen. Gregorio Honasan, who 
belongs to the 15-man majority 
bloc, said he remains loyal to 
Villar and denied reports that 
he has been approached by the 
“coup” plotters to convince Sen. 
Juan Ponce Enrile to assume the 
Senate presidency. 


“Loose talk’ 
Another member of the mi- 


nority bloc, Sen. Panfilo Lacson 
meanwhile described the al- 


leged ouster plot as mere “loose | 


talk.” 

He said the topic came up 
during a Christmas dinner par- 
ty hosted Thursday by Roxas 
that was attended by four other 
minority bloc members: Sena- 
tors Loren Legarda, Benigno 
Aquino III, Rodolfo Biazon and 
Ma. Ana Consuelo “Jamby” 
Madrigal. 

"The leadership issue came 
up in the conversation but that 
was the end of it. At the end of 
the day you have to have the 
numbers. If you don't have 12- 
13 votes, don't think about it," 
said Lacson in Tagalog. 

Lacson and Madrigal have 
criticized Villar’s insistence on 
discussing Senate bills and res- 
lutions in closed-door caucus- 
es while discouraging open de- 
bates on the floor. 

“We want a Senate President 
who allows free-wheeling de- 
bates on the floor, not just in the 
Executive Lounge,” he said. 

"Instead of debating an issue, 
they would just ram through 
any decision because of their 
superior numbers,” said Madri- 
gal. 

Senators Richard Gordon 
and Edgardo Angara from the 
majority bloc have also ex- 
pressed discontent against Vil- 
lars leadership in separate in- 
terviews. 

Gordon had said he was 
"open" to a change in the Sen- 
ate leadership and suggested 
that Enrile, Angara and Pi- 
mentel as replacements. 


Lafayette’s last 
straw: Old row 
with ex-partner 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE RECENT FINANCIAL 
‘woes of Lafayette Philippines 
Inc. that brought the Aus- 
tralian-owned mine operator 
to the brink of bankruptcy 
has its roots in a past dispute 
between the firm and its sup- 
plier, according to officials fa- 
miliar with the issue. 

In an interview, a govern- 
ment mining regulator told 
the Inquirer that the “final 
straw” in Lafayette's troubled 
financial history was a de- 
mand letter sent to it by its 
business partner, Leighton 
Contractors Philippines Inc. 
billing the miner for 
$870,000. 

"The debt supposedly be- 
came due at the end of Octo- 
ber [2007] and their supplier 
declared them in default two 
weeks later,” he said, request- 
ing anonymity because he 
was not authorized to speak 


on the issue. 
Тһе official said that 
declaring Lafayette in default 


was Leighton’s prerogative 
but pointed to an old dispute 
between both firms dating 
back to 2005. 


New management 

Back then, a new manage- 
ment team led by former 
Agriculture Secretary Carlos 
Dominguez was appointed by 
Lafayette's Australian owners 
to revive the firm's forcunes 
at its Rapu-Rapu mine after a 
high-profile accident that 
had environment activists 
calling for its permanent clo- 
sure. 

“I understand that the new 
team displaced Leighton 
when they came in,” the offi- 
cial said, adding that the old 
dispute could be one reason 
why Lafayette was declared 
іп default by its former busi- 


^ ^ 


ness partner so quickly. 

For his part, Environment 
Secretary Lito Atienza point- 
ed out that Lafayette's woes 
go beyond the disagreement 
with its business partner, es- 
pecially since the firm has 
been trying to raise fresh cap- 
ital from new investors. 

"They've been in talks with 
prospective investors ' for 
some time now,” he said. 
“They need more capital, and 
negotiations are faltering.” 

Atienza said his primary 
concern at this point is to en- 
sure the protection of the en- 
vironment around the mining 
facility in the event that the 
Rapu-Rapu mine ceases oper- ; 
ations. 

“We need to make sure that 
the environment is not com- 
promised,” he said. 

“We've been informed of 
their status,” the Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources 
chief added. “We're monitor- 
ing the situation closely" 

Lafayette was the first for- 
eign firm to operate in the 
country after the Supreme 
Court affirmed the legality of 
the Mining Act in 2004. A 
high-profile accident in 2005 
made the company the focal 
point of ап anti-mining 
protest which subsided after. 
the government later al- 
lowed it to resume opera- 
tions. 

‘Company officials estimate 
that the mine could earn up 
to $180 million a year, from 
its gold, silver and copper 
Output, given the strong 
prices of commodities on the 
world market. The Rapu-Ra- 
pu mine has an estimated life 
six years, assuming that no 
other exploration is done in 
the area. 

Lafayette is the largest firm 
operating in the Bicol region, 
and is the largest employer. 
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CAPTIVES ARE HOME. Capt. Restituto Bulilan (second from left) leads seven other Filipino seamen upon yesterday's arrival. 


8 RP seamen home after 45 days with pirates 


By Tina б. Santos 


‘THIS COULD BE THE HAPPIEST 
Christmas for eight of the nine 
Filipino seamen who were taken 
hostage by pirates in Somalia 
‘two months ago. 

Led by Capt. Restituto Bulilan, 
the seamen returned home via 
Cathay Pacific flight CX919 at 
around 4:40 p.m. yesterday. 

“Very stressful” was how 
Bulilan described their 45-day or- 
dealinthe hands ofthe pirates. 

Bulilan narrated that the pi- 
rates boarded their vessel around 
2 a.m. on Oct. 29, held them at 
gunpoint and took them to So- 
malia to Jaira in the Middle East. 

“It was very stressful, there 
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were so many problems, every 
day there were problems,” 
Bulilan said of their captivity. 


One didn’t come home 

He said he and his crew were 
mauled, hit by guns and not al- 
lowed to talk. 

Those taken hostage, besides 
Bulilan, were Melchor Cayabyab, 
chief mate; Loreto Quiles, second 
mate; Raymundo Panaligan, third 
mate; Mario Ocenar, chief engi- 
neer; Adelino Amparo, first engi- 
neer: Carlito Lotoc, second engi- 
neer; Laureano Villanueva, bu- 
son; and Ismael Perez, chief cook. 

Quiles was not in the group 
that returned home. It was not 
immediately clear why he was 
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notin the group. 

Speaking on behalf of the sev- 
en seamen who returned home 
with him, Bulilan said they were 
grateful to the officials of the 
Philippine Embassy for “doing 
everything to take them home.” 


No ransom paid? 

“Ang alam ko wala (What I 
know was there was none),” he 
said when asked if a ransom 
was paid for their release. 

“As far as I'm concerned, it was 
the owner of the ship who facili- 
tated the release,” Bulilan said, 
adding that they also learned 
thata US Navy ship had helped. 

The nine Filipinos were part 
ofthe crew of a Japanese tanker 
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that was hijacked by pirates on 
dangerous waters off the coast 
of Somalia in East Africa. 

‘The 6,253-ton tanker was car- 
tying crew members from Bur- 
ma, the Philippines and South 
Korea and up to 40,000 tons of 
highly explosive benzene. 


SIM ransom demand 

‘The United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitari- 
an Affairs had said the pirates 
threatened to kill the crew ifa S1 
million ransom was not paid. 

Officials at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs said they had no 
information on whether or not 
money changed hands to obtain 
the release of the Filipino sailors. 


‘Sen Fernando - Pampanga Dolores 
Sen Peoro 

Sta Ana = Davao Ciy 

Sub. Tinas Square 

еі 

E 

Tociobon  Raal Avenue 


Vigan - Quezon Avenue 


Sia Lucia Eost- Cari 
Susan 


San Fornando - Pampanga Dolores 
Son Peso 
Sub Tas Square 


Natz. Cagayan de Oro 
Moan - Quezon Avene 


Tutuban Cantar Ma - CM Recto 
V*Mat 


‘www.bdo.com.ph 
Member SM төгіле Сор. 


А | 


——— 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 


Church, Palace, SMC haggle over price of Sumilao land 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Jerome Aning 


MALACANANG IS WORKING 
alongside the Church to settle 
the land dispute in Sumilao, 
Bukidnon, Chief Presidential 
Legal Counsel Sergio Apostol 
said yesterday. 

Apostol said the farmers, 
who had walked 1,700 kilome- 
ters to Manila to press their 
claim to a 144-hectare property, 
could take comfort in the 
thought that President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's “intention” іп or- 
dering the Department of 
Agrarian Reform. to reclassify 
the land was precisely to award 
ittothem. 

According to Apostol, Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
and Manila Archbishop Gauden- 
cio Cardinal Rosales are sepa- 
rately “talking” with officials of 
San Miguel Corp., parent com- 
pany of the current landowner, 
San Miguel Foods Inc. 

"In fact, what I know is Cardi- 
nal Rosales is working on that al- 
so,” he said in a phone interview. 

Rosales, a former bishop of 
Malaybalay, Bukidnon, has long 
been backing the Sumilao farm- 
ers in their claim to the property. 

“Apostol said all 144 hectares 
wouid be distributed to the 
farmers, and that the ongoing 
negotiations were centered on 
“how much will be paid to 
SMC” under the “just compen- 
sation” principle. 

“If SMC agrees, we can expe- 
dite the giving of the land,” he 
said, 

Asked whether SMC was in- 
sisting on retaining a portion of 
the land, where а hog farm is 
being built, Apostol said the en- 
tire property was up for distri- 


bution: “Walang matitira 
(Nothing will be left)." 

‘The 55 farmers return today 
to their native San Vicente in 
Sumilao after staying for three 
‘weeks in Manila to plead their 
case. 

“We shall be taking our fight 
back to Sumilao because the 
President has assured us that 
our land will be ours, and the 
Church promised to take care of 
our cause here,” said Napoleon 
Merida Jr, one of the farmers’ 
leaders. 


Nothing definite 
“Apostol said Malacafiang was 
working to implement the Pres- 
idents order to reclassify the 
disputed property from agro-in- 
dustrial to agricultural use, 
paving the way for its reversion 
to the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (CARP). 

"That's what we're trying to 
do," said Apostol, who was pre- 
sent when Ms Arroyo met last 
week with six representatives of 
the farmers in Malacafiang. 

But "there is no definite de- 
velopment yet," he said. 

Following Ms Arroyo's execu- 
tive order, Apostol said, "the 
procedure, once you put the 
land under CARP is to fix the 
market value.” 

“Then you have to check who 
are the tenants entitled [to be 
awarded the land]," he said. 

The next step is for the DAR 
to survey the lots that will be al- 
located for each tenant, Apostol 
said, 

"[Finally], you have to sign a 
contract. So this is all procedu- 
ral," he said, adding that giving 
the land back to the legitimate 
farmer-claimants was to be ex- 
pected in the coming months. 


Apostol, however, did not 
present a timetable for the pro- 
cedure to be completed. 

SMFI has the option to ap- 
peal the executive order before 
Ms Arroyo or the courts. 


5:30 a.m. flight 

The farmers left San Vicente 
on Oct. 10, traversing more 
than a dozen provinces. 

They reached the outskirts of 
Metro Manila on Dec. 3 and set 
up camp in front of the DAR 
central office in Quezon City 
three days later. 

They are to leave Villamor Air 
Base at 5:30 a.m. today on board 
а C-130 plane offered by the 
government that would take 
them to Cagayan de Oro City. 

In Cagayan de Oro, they will 
be welcomed by civil society 
members and Church officials 
led by Archbishop Antonio 
Ledesma. A convoy will later 
take them back to Sumilao. 

The farmers were lodged at 
the Ateneo de Manila University 
in Quezon City after disman- 
tling their camp at the DAR on 
Friday. 

They spent yesterday at the 
Ateneo discussing "internal 
concerns” and speaking with 
their lawyers and supporters, 
according to media coordinator 
Josel Gonzales. 

Lawyer Arlene Bag-ao of the 
legal support group Balaod Min- 
danao, who participated in the 
march, said the farmers would 
initiate a dialogue with DAR of- 
ficials in Bukidnon to formally 
hasten the CARP process. 

Bag-ao said the farmers 
wanted the process completed 
quickly so they would get their 
beneficiary papers soon. 

“If the government is serious 


in fulfilling its promise, we 
don't think it will require eight 
months to one year,” she said. 
“We are agrarian reform advo- 
cates and are familiar with the 
DAR process. So we know this 
can be done faster” 


‘As good as given’ 

Merida said that after the dia- 
logue with the President on 
Dec. 17, he and his comrades 
regarded “as good as given” the 
reclassification of the property 
and the issuance of the notice of 
CARP coverage. 

“We believe there are no 
more barriers to our getting our 
land back,” he told the INQUIRER. 

Merida, 24, took part in the 
2-month walk along with his fa- 
ther Napoleon Sr, three sib- 
lings, an uncle and two cousins. 

They and the other farmers 
are members or descendants of 
the indigenous Higaonon peo- 
ple who worked on the disputed 
estate formerly owned by Мог- 
berto Quisumbing. 

The farmers argue that the 
land should be covered by the 
CARP and distributed to them. 
because neither Quisumbing nor 
SMFI complied with the conver- 
sion of the property into an agro- 
industrial park that would bene- 
fit all residents of Sumilao. 

‘The DAR has ruled that the 
hog farm was not part of the 
original conversion plan, which 
was upheld in 1999 by the 
Supreme Court, and which SM- 
FI had five years to complete. 
Bishop’s letter 

Another Catholic prelate, 
Malaybalay Bishop Honesto 
Pacana, has asked Ms Arroyo to 
issue a more concrete directive 
on the Sumilao case that will in- 


clude a cease-and-desist order 
to SMFI. 

“Much as the Diocese of 
Malaybalay and the Sumilao 
farmers would want to cele- 
brate such a significant event, 
however, I am apprehensive 
about its tenor and implica- 
tions,” Pacana said in a letter to 
the President, referring to her 
executive order. 

“The unabated construction 
of buildings makes the order 
practically useless, to say the 
least,” he said. 

А copy of Pacana's letter has 
been sent to Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Nasser Pangandaman. 

Pacana also wanted а clarifi- 
cation of the computation of the 
five-year period given in the law 
to developers in land conver- 
sion orders. 

He said he found worrisome a 
DAR statement that the five-year 
period of SMFI to develop the 
Sumilao property for agro-indus- 
trial use extended until 2009. 

“This interpretation, I be- 
lieve, defeats the very purpose 
ofthe [CARP], which is to maxi- 
mize the full potential of our 
land for the benefit of our farm- 
ers," Pacana said. 

Inan interview over Catholic- 
run Radio Veritas, Pacana said 
the diocese of Malaybalay was 
happy to welcome back the Hi- 
gaonon farmers from Sumilao. 

"It's great that they are com- 
ing back this time because their 
families are waiting for them. 
They have been away for quite 
some time. The whole church 
here is very supportive of 
them,” Pacana said. 


CARP extension 
A side issue in the farmers’ 
visit to Manila is their expres- 


sion of support to the renewal 
and extension of the CARP 
which is being backed by Mala- 
cafiang, the DAR and the mili- 
tant group Akbayan. 

Funding for the CARP ends in 
June 2008, with the expiration 
of the law that created it. 
Congress is currently hearing a 
number of bills to renew, revise 
or even replace the CARP. 

Akbayan Rep. Risa Hon- 
tiveros earlier said the farmers 
should at least be issued their 
certificates of land ownership 
award before the expiration of 
the CARP law, 

Ifthe CARP is extended, loop- 
holes must be plugged so that 
what happened to the Sumilao 
farmers will not happen again 
to other farmers, she said. 

But Hontiveros drew criti- 
cism from the militant farmers 
group Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas, which wants the 
CARP scrapped and replaced by 
the “Genuine Agrarian Reform 
Bill" it is pushing in Congress. 

“What happened to the Sumi- 
lao farmers is just the tip of the 
Philippine land problem, and 
they ай happened under the 
CARR” said KMP chair Rafael 
Mariano. 

He said the situation of land- 
less farmers would only get 
worse if the CARP were extend- 
ed. 

“Even if the Sumilao farmers 
get the full 144 hectares they 
are fighting for through a deal 
between the unholy alliance of 
the government and landlords, 
what about the majority of 
peasants who still do not own 
the land they till? Under the 
CARP they will still be landless,” 
Mariano said. With a report 
from Beverly T. Natividad 


Jalosjos flees to Dapitan; justice secretary orders his arrest 


From page Al 


heard Jalosjos “just wanted to 
spend the whole day with his 
family.” 

“This is unauthorized,” Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye quoted 
Gonzalez as saying after news 
broke that Jalosjos had left for 
Dapitan. 


Caught by surprise 

Other Malacahang officials 
appeared or sounded like they 
were also caught flat-footed. 

"I don't know about it,” Chief 
Presidential Legal Counsel Ser- 
gio Apostol said when told 
about the latest turn of events. 
Apostol said the Palace was 
leaving the Jalosjos issue to the 
justice department. 

m officials caused an 
uproar last week when they 
announced that Jalosjos was 
being released after receiving 
а discharge order signed by 


NBP head 
Leopando. 


Roadblocks set up 

Malacafiang immediately 
said that it had not authorized 
Jalosjos’ release and Gonzalez 
ordered NBP officials to contin- 
ue to keep the former congress- 
man in custody. 

Connie Lactuan, a staff mem- 
ber of the Dapitan City informa- 
tion bureau, confirmed Jalosjos? 
arrival in Dapitan, saying the 
ex-congressman visited City 
Hall around 7 p.m. 

“I saw him here at the City 
Hall accompanied by Mayor 
Dominador Jalosjos,” Lactuan 
said, referring to Jalosjos 
brother. 

“Roadblocks were put up at 
the road leading to the City Hall 
and policemen and civilian se- 
curity escorts were deployed,” 
said an official, who asked not 
tobe identified, 


Supt. Juanito 


Тһе source said that after an 
hour at City Hall, where he 
talked with ‘jubilant support- 
ers,” Jalosjos immediately left 
for his island resort of Dakak, 
off Dapitan. 


Flight legal 

“His exit from the Bilibid was 
legal,” Agolong said, claiming 
the release order which Jalosjos 
had previously received was 
never revoked, 

Gonzalez Һай disputed 
Jalosjos? release order and the 
former congressman's claim 
that he was no longer a prisoner 
because the order releasing him 
had not been revoked. 

“That release order has never 
been released, so there's noth- 
ing to revoke. What he has is a 
xerox copy of the relense order," 
Gonzalez said on Wednesday. 

Jalosjos was convicted in 
1997 for statutory rape and sen- 
tenced to two life terms. His vic- 


tim was an 11-year-old girl. 


With escorts 

There were conflicting re- 
ports on what time Jalosjos ac- 
tually arrived in Zamboanga del 
Norte. 

Jalosjos flew to Dapitan at 
11:30 a.m, on a private plane, 
his secretary said in a phone in- 
terview. 

"He left via the domestic air- 
port yesterday morning. He was 
fetched by his escorts from the 
NBP reservation,” Susan 
Sespene said. 

Asked ifthere was permission 
from the Department of Justice 
or the Bureau of Corrections 
(BuCor) for Jalosjos to go home 
to Dapitan for Christmas, 
Sespene said there was none. 

“There was no revocation of 
the order, no court declaring 
the release order null and 
void. That is why he decided to 
go home for Christmas,” she 


Latin hymns sung in Masses in Pampanga 


From page Al 


or of the shepherds that kept 
vigil during the birth of Jesus 
Christ, said Arwin Paul Lingat, a 
member of the parish's liturgy 
committee who also works as а. 
researcher for the center. 

“The songs were eventually 
collectively named as such by 
residents,” he said. 

In the 4:30 am. Mass on 
Monday, the repertoire includ- 
ed the Kyrie (Lord, Have Mer- 
cy), Gloria (Glory to God in the 
Highest), Credo (Apostle's 
Creed), Sanctus (Holy) and Ag- 
nus Dei (Lamb of God). The 
hymns were in Latin, except for 
Kyrle, which was in Greek. 

The rest of the songs were in 
Filipino and in English, 

In a phone interview, Pam- 
panga Bishop Pablo Virgilio 
David said the Archdiocese of 
San Fernando "tolerates the 
Latin hymns for as long as the 
songs for the entrance, commu- 
nion and recessional are in 
ipino, Kapampangan or English 
[so they could be sung by the 
congregation]," 

“It is basically the charm of 
the songs that makes the people. 
listen to them," David said. 

Members of the Our Lady of 
Divine Grace parish choir have 
been rehearsing daily for the 
Masses. An organist, two vio- 
linists, a flutist and a choir 
master accompany the 20 
singers, aged 15 to 38. This 


shows that the tradition has 
been passed on to the younger 
generations. 

Their training for singing the 
Latin hymns starts early, said 
Sheena Len Policarpio, 20. She 
was 9 years old when she joined 
the chorale and was taught the 
hymns when she was 12. 

“On Christmas Eve, all of our 
three choirs [the two others are 
the Mabalacat parish choir and 
Early Morning choir] will be 
combined for the pastorella. We 
would all be more than 50 
[singers] by then,” said Policar- 
pio. 

Oral tradition 

The pastorella exists to this 
day as part of the town's oral 
tradition, Tantingco said, 

Its roots stemmed from sever- 
al possibilities. It could have 
been introduced by the Augus- 
tinian Recoletos, the native 
clergy or by the musical com- 
posers among lay people, 

Pablo Palma, a composer 
from Bacolor town, composed 
the Stabat Mater in four ver- 
sions. The current musical 
sheets in Mabalacat bear no 
name of their composers, how- 
ever. 

“What is known is that Ale- 
jandro de Leon of Angeles City, 
our previous choir master, rear- 
ranged the compositions in 
1972 [to provide more instru- 
mentations and give the choir 
some rest in between singing].” 

a 


said Bonifacio Gafia, 38, a choir 
member for 21 years. 

It also persisted because el- 
der musicians were not selfish. 

These veteran musi- 
cians—known only by their 
nicknames like Apung (Elder) 
Pacing, Totang, Dodie, Sendong 
and Carting—trained second- 
liners, including the current or- 
ganist, Carla Castro. The cur- 
rent choir master is Dr. Reggie 
Layug. 

The archdiocese has no docu- 
ment either on the pastorella's 
beginnings or in which towns it 
is currently practiced, said Fr. 
Oliver Yalung, head of the litur- 
gy commission. 

Professor Lino Dizon of the 
Center for Tarlaquefio Studies, 
which has been writing on the 
missions of the Recoletos 
(calced or shod friars) in Mabal- 
асас and Tarlac’s Bamban and 
Concepcion towns, has no avail- 
able archival documents on the 
role of that religious order in 
the pastorella. 


Bamboo organ creator 

Their penchant for music is 
indicated through Fr. Diego 
Cera who, some months after 
his assignment here in 1797, 
created the world-famous bam- 
boo organ in Las Piñas. 

Tr cannot also be said, though, 
that the pastorella was mainly a 
legacy of the Recoletos, who 
served this northern Pampanga 
town from 1725 to 1898. 


“Years ago, the pastorella was 
sung in Augustinian (discalced 
ог barefoot missionaries) terri- 
tories, like San Fernando and 
Bacolor,” Tantingco said. 

‘The pastorella has also been a 
tradition in the western town of 
Sta, Rita because the old singers 
are still around, according to Re- 
cy Pineda, one of the musical di- 
rectors of the ArtiSta. Rita. 

“It never stopped being sung 
by the old tiples (singers) and 
now with commentators and 
lectors," she said. 

Old residents in Betis keep 
the pastorella alive on selected 
occasions. 


Keeping the faithful awake 
What was certain was that 
Latin, the language used in 
Masses before 1965, was the 
medium through which the 
hymns evolved, it was learned. 

To Tantingco, the aim was 
lear: “The friars possibly used it 
asa technique to keep the faith- 
ful awake during dawn Masses.” 

‘Tantingco said the pastorella 
used to be done in “very operat- 
ic” style. "It scomed like you 
were watching an Italian 
opera," he said. 

‘What makes Mabalacat's pas- 
torella unique is that it is pre- 
ceded by the lubenas (a corrup- 
tion of the word novena). These 
are hand-held lanterns accom- 
panying the processions of the 
patron saints of villages during 
simbang Белді (night Masses). 


explained. 

President  Macapagal-Ar- 
royo in April commuted to 16 
years the two life terms 
Jalosjos had received for statu- 
tory rape, 

The disputed release order 
signed by Leopando last week 
was based on computation of 
the time Jalosjos had served, 
counting allowance for good 
behavior, But the computation 
was questioned by DOJ offi- 
cials. 

Since the commutation of his 
sentence, Jalosjos had been en- 
Joying the status a “living out” 
prisoner, which meant he was 
free to roam the 300-hectare 
NBP reservation as long as he 
reported to prison officials in 
the moming and in the 


evening. 

The Inquiner tried to contact 
BuCor Director Ricardo Dapat 
but his cellular phone was 
turned off. Calls to Leopando's 


office went unanswered. 

Sespene said Jalosjos's sud- 
den trip home was without the 
knowledge of the BuCor and 
the NBR И 

“He is free, after all. This was 
not coordinated with the BuCor 
and the NBP, she said. 

Sespene also said that if the 
authorities ordered Jalosjos to 
return to the nationa) peniten- 
tiary, he would do so without re- 
sistance. 

Sespene said Jalosjos's legal 
team would also push through 
with filing a case in court asking 
authorities to respect the re- 
lease order. 

Jalosjos was uncowed by 
Gonzalez’s threat to arrest him. 

“Tm ready to be arrested," he 
said in an interview, according 
to GMA News. 

Some of Jalosjos’ supporters 
in Dapitan vowed to stage a 
“people power” to prevent his 
arrest, GMA News said, 


A PROCESSION of hand-held lanterns, called the “lubenas,” precedes 
the dawn Mass at the Our Lady of Divine Grace Parish Church in 
Mabalacat, Pampanga, where Latin hymns or “pastorellas” are sung. 


“So the Catholics here double 
their sleep deprivation by stay- 
ing up late for the lubenas and 
waking up early for the dawn 
Mass, I think it is flesh mortifica- 
tion in preparation for the Feast 
of Nativity,” said Tantingco. 


New feature 
The parish priest, Ignacio Car- 
los, wants to add a new feature 
to the pastorella, "Aside from 
hearing the Latin hymns, I want 
our parishioners to appreciate 
these through dances,” he said, 
His stint has seen the church in 
а real Christmas mood, Lanterns 
made of papel de japon or capiz 
festooned the church interiors, 
An advent wreath and a manger 
grace both sides of the altar. 
Carmelita Garcia-Flake, 74, 
regards herself as the lone sur- 
viving tiple in her batch, 
Coming from the United 
States, she sat at the choir loft 


on Monday and observed: 
“They do not sing the pastorella 
with much passion.” 

Her batch, she said, learned 
the pastorelia from Fr. Victor 
Serrano, a native of Mabalacat. 

Music composer Cris Cadi- 
ang, a former priest, said based 
on talk he had with members of 
various choral groups, the pas- 
torella is “alive” in Mabalacat, 
Barangay Balibago in Angeles 
City and Sta, Rita. 


Violins and cello 

То him, that means that out 
of the more than 90 parishes in 
Pampanga, only three continue 
with the pastorella, 

Garcla-Flake said that in old- 
er times, violins, cello, accor- 
dion and tambourine accompa- 
nied the pastorella, 

The musicians then, she said, 
belonged to prominent clans in 
the town. 
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At 75, doctor is ; longest-serving active medical volunteer 


From page Al 


berto a packed audience of sur- 
geons at the Coral Ballroom of 
the Manila Pavilion, where he 
lectured on volunteerism as 
part of a postgraduate course at 
the University of the Philippines 
College of Medicine. 

That's a year shy of the age 
when Schweitzer, the world's 
most famous volunteer, died in 
1965, after 53 years as a medi- 
cal missionary in the jungles of 
Lambarene (Gabon), Africa. 


Personal philosophies 

‘Schweitzer—philosopher, 
theologian, musician, mission 
doctor and Nobel laure- 
ate—was guided by a personal 
philosophy of “reverence for 
life,” an ethical principle involv- 
ing all living things, which he 
considered essential to the fu- 
ture of civilization. 

De Villa's volunteer work is 
energized by his own mission 
verse: 

“Kung pagmunimunihin ko at 
basahin sa isip/ Bakit tayo nari- 
to sa ibabaw ng daigdig?/ Ang 
buhay ba natin ay atin lamang 
at pansarili?/ O dapat nating 
ito'y ibahagi sa mga maralitang 
nakararami!” 

QF I ponder our purpose оп 
this earth/1s our life for ourselves 
alone/ Or should we share it with 
themany who are poor?) 

Indeed, his wake-up call to 
his fellow doctors, especially 
the young ones, to continually 
give free services to the most 
impoverished and least accessi- 
ble segments of Philippine soci- 
ety is as resonant as ever. 


Country boy 

A gifted surgeon and teacher, 
De Villa is a country boy at 
heart. 

He graduated valedictorian 
from the San Juan Elementary 
School in San Juan, Batangas, 
and the Batangas Eastern 
Academy, a secondary school 
cofounded by his mother, Mer- 
cedes Salud de Villa. 

After high school, he entered 
UB where he completed a pre- 
medical course in 1951 and a 
medical degree in 1956. 

De Villa belonged to the illus: 
trious Batch 1956 of the UP Col- 
lege of Medicine, which, owing 
to the large number of excellent 
applicants then, was the biggest 
batch ever enrolled in the col- 
lege's postwar history, until the 
advent of the seven-year Inte- 
grated Liberal Arts and 
Medicine Program. 

Counted among the 99 grad- 
uates, who marked their golden 
jubilee last year, are some of the 
trailblazers and most revered 
mentors in the medical commu- 
nity. 

De Villa himself has many re- 
markable years behind him as 
fellow of the Philippine College 
of Surgeons and American Col- 
lege of Surgeons, life member 
of the Philippine Medical Asso- 
ciation, and former professor of 
surgery at UP Manila. 

But he took the road less tak- 
en. 


Anatomy teacher 

Unlike many of his co-gradu- 
ates who immediately proceed- 
ей to residency training, De Vil- 
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this 1976 photo, does abdominal palpation on a patient while she stands because there was 


no examining table then in Parasilis, Bontoc. Looking on is a student nurse of the Integrated Volunteer 


Services of the Philippines. 


la was “accidentally” recruited 
into the faculty of the UP Col- 
lege of Medicine's anatomy de- 
partment. 

A classmate had submitted 
his resumé without his know!- 
edge, and thereupon he found 
himself teaching full-time for 
the next six years. During this 
period, he had a yearlong stint 
as a fellow in histology at 
Columbia University’s College 
of Physicians and Surgeons in 
New York. 

One summer in his home- 
town, the dashing and side- 
burns-sporting anatomy teach- 
er met the beautiful Lourdes 
Hoover, a daughter of an Ameri- 
can drilling contractor and stu- 
dent of home economics at Cen- 
tro Escolar University in Mani- 
la, 

She became his dance part- 
ner at the ball during the town 
fiesta and, during the year that 
he was in New York for his stud- 
ies, the two wrote to each other 
daily without fail. 

They were soon formally en- 
gaged. 

It was only after his marriage 
to Lourdes in 1961 that De Villa 
came to realize that he could 
not keep a family on a teacher's 
earnings. 

Thus, in 1962, he started his 
residency training in surgery at 
the Philippine General Hospital. 

It took another five years of 
juggling duties as college teach- 
ег and hospital consultant be- 
fore he was able to embark on 
his own practice. 


Lost job 

His residency completed, an 
offer to work as a doctor and ex- 
ecutive ofa major multinational 
company in Mindanao came De 
Villa's way. But suddenly, his 
widowed mother was stricken 
with pneumonia. 


After treating his moth- 


er—and losing the job opportu- 
nity—he wondered what would 
happen to her if she took ill 
again. And so he decided to stay 
in Manila to hone his practice, 
starting out in a small clinic on 
‘Taft Avenue. 

Eventually De Villa was invit- 
ed to join Medical Center Mani- 
la as consultant-investor. That 
was in 1970, and to this day, he 
is consultant in surgery at that 
hospital. As his private practice 
flourished, he also took on du- 
ties at the Makati Medical Cen- 
ter as visiting doctor, the Emilio 
Aguinaldo College of Medicine 
as associate dean, and PGH as 
assistant director for health op- 
erations. 


Call to serve 

In spite of medical appoint- 
ments, teaching and adminis- 
trative duties, and family com- 
mitments, De Villa heeded the 
call to serve the poor. 

In 1967, he cofounded the 
Kapisanan ng mga Anak ng 
Kalayaan (KAK) together with 
then. PGH surgical resident 
Romeo Intengan, who later 
joined the Society of Jesus and 
eventually became its provin- 
cial superior. 

The KAK's opening salvo was 
a weekly medical clinic at Put- 
ing Bato in Tondo, Manila. The 
volunteers included PGH resi- 
dents and medical and nursing 
students. 

Tondo was where, during his 
residency, De Villa witnessed in 
a ramshackle hut a former pa- 
tient boiling two pieces of 
kamoteng kahoy, which was to 
be her and her three children's 
first meal of the day at 10 a.m. 
‘The woman's husband was then 
at the pier, hoping to earn the 
money that would buy the fami- 
lys supper of rice and dried 
fish. 

“Iwas so saddened that then 
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and there, I vowed to help and 
serve the poor for as long as I 
physically can, should I succeed 
in my private practice,” De Villa 
recalled. 

Sure enough, the Tondo mis- 
sion was followed by other free 
clinics in Caloocan, Marikina, 
Quezon City, Carmona (Cavite) 
and Montalban (Rizal). 

In Marikina, with the help of 
the nuns of St. Scholastica’s 
Academy, the Tuason Commu- 
nity Center Foundation was es- 
tablished. De Villa served there 
as volunteer doctor in 1969-72, 
and trustee in 1969-90. 
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A high point in De Villa's ad- 
уосасу work was the formation 
in 1975 of the Integrated Volun- 
teer Services of the Philippines. 
Its acronym, IVSP also stood for 
its motto: “I Vow to Serve the 
People. 

This hugely popular study- 
service program, which he 
founded with some friends, en- 
listed volunteers from the col- 
leges of medicine, dentistry, 
nursing and veterinary 
medicine of UP and other uni- 
versities and colleges. 

In the IVSP teams of students 
were fielded to remote 
barangays in various provinces 
for four weeks during the sum- 
mer. 

They reached such places as 
Lubang, Jomalig and Talim Is- 
lands, Maranlig in Marinduque, 
and Butigui іп Mt. Province. 
They treated the sick, did dental 
work, engaged in community 
nursing, vaccinated cattle, and 
organized barangay projects 
while living with foster fami- 
lies. 

After only two years, De Villa 
lamented, "[the] IVSP died a 
natural death ... due to pover- 
ty.” But it would be the model 
and precursor of the present UP 


GMA, Panlilio meet in Mass: Peace be with you 


Frompage Al 


At breakfast later, however, 
Ms Arroyo did not talk to 
Panlilio, whose claim he re- 
ceived P500,000 in Malacafiang 
өп Oct. 11 fueled yet another 
corruption and bribery contro- 
'versy to engulf her administra- 
tion. Their meeting here was 
the first since the Palace cash 
gifts scandal. 

“It was mutual,” Panlilio said 
of his exchange of peace greet- 
ings with the President, who sat 
beside Buhay Rep. Carissa 
Coscolluela and Pangasinan 
Rep. Rachel Arenas on the front 
pew of the Metropolitan Cathe- 
dral during the 4 a.m. Mass, 

Panlilio and Rodriguez later 
accompanied Ms Arroyo toward 
the plaza, where the giant 
lanterns of the villages of Telas- 
bastagan and San Felipe were 
displayed. 

Ms Arroyo, a native of Lubao 
town, was heard telling Coscol- 
luela and Arenas how lanterns 
мете made and how these were 


able to give out patterns of 
blinking lights, 

It was a different scene alto- 
gether during breakfast at City 
Hall's Plaza de Arrozal across 
the church. 

Ms Arroyo and Panlilio, with 
San Fernando Archbishop Pa- 
ciano Aniceto seated between 
them, did not talk to each other 
during the entire 30 minutes 
that they were together. 

‘The President appeared to be 
addressing everyone in that 
table for 10 people, except 
Panlilio, although the priest- 
turned-politician was seen nod- 
ding politely as Ms Arroyo 
spoke, 


Show of courtesy 

Panlilio said that as a show of 
courtesy, he did not initiate a 
conversation with Ms Arroyo, 

“We were talking as a group,” 
he said, adding that he did not 
want to judge the Presidents at- 
titude toward him that morn- 
ing. 

In the still unresolved Mala- 


cafiang gift-giving issue, 
Panlilio said he had not called 
the handouts bribe money or 
identified Ms Arroyo as its 
source, 

Оп Oct. 11, Ms Arroyo met 
around 90 congressmen over 
breakfast and later 200 local gov- 
ernment officials at lunch in the 
midst of a new impeachment at- 
tempt that her allies in Congress 
quickly killed subsequently. 

During the Nov, 14 inquiry of 
the Senate's blue ribbon com- 
mittee, Panlilio testified that he 
considered the money to be Ше- 
gally disbursed because no one 
had shown strong proof of its 
source, 

Official sources in Pampanga 
said Panlilio had earned the ire 
of Ms Arroyo because of his rev- 
elation. But the governor said 
he hoped that was not true, 


The way to God 

“I deeply appreciate it that 
she joined us, her kabalen 
(provincemates) in the Mass,” 
Panlilio said, 


Ms Arroyo has regularly at- 
tended dawn Masses celebrat- 
ing Christmas here since 2001. 

In his homily, Aniceto re- 
minded Catholics that the “way 
to God was not through the 
power of this world but through 
the simplicity of life, obedience 
to the will of God and humility.” 

Without referring to anyone, 
the 70-year-old prelate said: 
“There is hope and the way to 
hope is by dialogue. That is our 
responsibility to Christ's com- 
munity. 

By 10 a.m., Ms Arroyo led in- 


augural rites for Nayong 
Pilipino sa Clark at the Expo 
Pilipino inside the Clark 
Freeport. 


She was supposed to lead the 
opening of the park on Nov. 30. 
The Nayong Pilipino Founda- 
tion advised Ms Arroyo to can- 
cel the plan due to an expected 
bad weather, not because of the 
standoff that Sen. Antonio Tril- 
Janes IV had led at the Peninsula 
Manila a day before her sched- 
uled visit here. 


^ 


Manila Students Summer Im- 
mersion Program. 


Dean of jungle surgery 

Never discouraged, De Villa 
contínued to organize missions 
оп Бі own. 

His ability to perform life- 
saving surgery under the direst 
circumstances soon led his col- 
leagues and former students to 
dub him the “dean of jungle 
surgery.” 

Declared one of his former 
students, Dr. Armand Crisosto- 
mo, an accomplished colorectal 
surgeon: “Doctor De Villa has 
the widest experience [in medi- 
cal-surgical missions]. He can 
perform and innovate under the 
most difficult, strenuous and 
even primitive circumstances.” 

Mission teams came home 
with stories of performing 
surgery under the trees, in a ni- 
pa hut, or in the corridor of a 
building, sterilizing instru- 
ments without benefit of run- 
ning water, substituting paper 
for drapes or fresh coconut juice 
for distilled water, medical doc- 
tors doing the work of dentists, 
doctors swatting swarms of 
flies, dogs biting doctors ... 

For all that, the medical 
teams had a “very, very low" 
mortality rate. 

Thus, there were also stories 
of grateful barrio folk present- 
ing the doctors а meal that re- 
quired slaughtering the family's 
prized hen, or basket upon bas- 
ket of farm produce, or the will- 
ing services of their kin as 
household help. 


Blood brother 

One of De Villa's favorite sto- 
ries is how he became a “blood 
brother” of a Muslim patient in 
Jolo, who went into shock after 
surgery performed by residents. 

Because he was the only one 
with Type A blood in the imme- 
diate vicinity, De Villa donated 
his own blood, telling everyone 
not to say a word about it to 
avoid any issues. 

Nevertheless, word went 
around. And before the team 
left, the governor personally 
thanked De Villa, saying light- 
heartedly that he was now a 
blood brother of a Muslim clan. 

De Villa's volunteer spirit has 
brought him as far as Cook Is- 
lands as a World Health Organi- 
zation volunteer surgeon, and 
South Africa. 

His trailblazing work in orga- 
nized medical volunteerism did 
not go unnoticed. 

In June 1976, he was chosen 
the Philippines’ representative 
to the First International Sym- 
posium in Volunteerism held in 
‘Vienna, Austria. There, he met 
Kindred souls from all over the 
world who were then preoccu- 
pied with adopting a common 
definition for volunteerism. 


“Pahinungod” 

Back home, it would take 
many more years before medi- 
cal volunteerism would reach a 
tipping point. 

In the 1990s, a study conduct- 
ed by Dr Ledivina Carino and Dr. 
Ma. Luisa Doronila, both UP 
professors, showed that social 
commitment did not register as 
an important part of the value 
system of UP students. 


This so perturbed UP officials 

that they decided to do some- 
thing about ít. 

The UP Ugnayan ng Pahinun- 
god—a university-wide pro- 
gram that institutionalized vol- 
unteerism among UP con- 
stituents through the rendering 
of free services to communities 
in greatest need—was estab- 
lished in 1994, during the term 
of UP president Emil Q. Javier. 

Itis the country's first univer- 
sity-based formai volunteer ser- 
vice program. 

According to Carifio, found- 
ing director of the UP System 
Ugnayan ng Pahinungod, the 
program allowed De Villa and 
his team “to concentrate on 
their caring service.” 

То date, Pahinungod Manila 
has reached 50 provinces from 
Abra to Tawi-Tawi, deployed 
770 missions, and mobilized 
5,000 volunteers. 

It has benefited more than 
175,000 Filipinos through its 
volunteer programs ir educa- 
tion, health, welfare, advocacy 
and research. 

De Villas campaign is for 
Pahinungod to be replicated by 
other hospitals. “I wish that the 
éulture of volunteerism in- 
spired by Pahinungod would 
continue to grow and be perpet- 
uated,” he said. 

For his vision and zeal, De Vil- 
la was conferred the Natatang- 
ing Pahinungod award by UP 
Manila in 1995. In 1999, he re- 
ceived the Community Service 
Award from the UP Alumni As- 
sociation, and in 2006, the 
Community Service Award 
from the UP Medical Alumni 
Society. 


Side effects 

“There's no question that vol- 
unteering has its side effects,” 
De Villa said. The most serious 
of these are neglect of family 
and loss of income, he said. 

“To charge fees is not a right 
[of doctors},” he added. “It is 
only a privilege incidental to 
the privilege of private practice. 
To have someone put his life in 
your hands is a privilege.” 

Ona humorous note, De Villa 
said his wife Lourdes had more 
than once threatened to set the 
PGH on fire to keep him at 
home more often. 

But actually, Lourdes, a mod- 
el homemaker and mother of 
their five children, now all suc- 
cessful professionals, has 
learned to enjoy volunteer work 
herself. She sometimes accom- 
panies her husband on his med- 
ical missions and, for the past 
15 years, has been giving time 
and resources to the PGH auxil- 
iary store which helps indigent 
patients. 

According to De Villa, there is 
enough time for volunteer work 
if one has the desire and will. 
On top of that, when patients 
are benefited, volunteers get “a 
soul-lifting sense of accomplish- 
ment and fulfillment.” 

He added: “[Volunteer work 
is character-building. It is chal- 
lenging adventure. It is free 
tourism, being not all work but 
also rest and recreation. It is 
tiresome but enjoyable work. It 
is compatible with private prac- 
tice, teaching, family life and 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo and Pampanga Gov, Eddie Panlilio 
offer each other greetings of peace at a dawn Mass at the 
Metropolitan Cathedral in the City of San Fernando in Pampanga. 
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SC reverses La Salle 
expulsion of 3 frat men 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


‘THE SUPREME COURT HAS OVER- 
turned the decision of De La Salle 
University expelling three students 
for their involvement in fraternity- 
related violence 12 years ago. 

In its Dec. 19 ruling, the tribunal 
added that while DLSU had the 
power to decide who to admit into 
their school, the penalty of expul- 
sion it earlier meted to James Paul 
Bungubung, Richard Reverente and 
Roberto Valdes Jr. was “too harsh.” 

While the school had the right to 
drop them from the rolls for being 
“undesirable,” they must issue 
them proper transfer credentials, 
the court said. 

The high court also directed DL- 
SU to issue a certificate of gradua- 
tion to a fourth student implicated 
in the mauling of members ofa rival 
fraternity in 1995, Alvin Aguilar, 
because he was able to show that he 


at the time of the incident. 

Aguilar and the other students 
had gone to court to question the 
decision of the DLSU-College of 
Saint Benilde Joint Disciplinary 
Board to expel them for the two 
mauling incidents involving stu- 
dents James Yap, Dennis Pascual, 
Ericson Cano and Michael Perez. 

A Manila regional trial court had 
issued a preliminary injunction 
against the implementation of the 
board's decision, thus allowing the 
students to enroll. This was over- 
turned by the Court of Appeals in 
1996 but the Commission on High- 
er Education (CHEd) issued a reso- 
lution the same year disapproving 
the school's decision. 

The DLSU then petitioned the 
Supreme Court to ask whether the 
CHEd had the legal authority to re- 
view the university's decisions on 
disciplinary actions, and whether 
the DLSU was right in expelling the 


‘The high court upheld the resolu- 
tion of CHEd and said the universi- 
чу freedom to discipline its stu- 
dents does not give them the un- 
trammeled right to impose a penal- 
ty which is not commensurate with 
the gravity of the misdeed. 

It pointed out that the two maul- 
ing incidents lasted for just a few 
seconds, and the victims did not 
suffer serious injury. But the penalty 
of expulsion would forever taint the 
students’ records, it added. 

“Disciplinary measures especially 
where they involve suspension, dis- 
missal or expulsion, cut significantly 
into the future of the student. They 
attach to him for life and become a 
mortgage of his future, hardly re- 
deemable in certain cases. Officials of 
colleges and universities must be 
anxious to protect it, conscious of the 
fact that, appropriately construed, a 
disciplinary action should be treated 
as an educational tool rather than a 


was at Camp Crame in Quezon City 


students. 


Punitive measure,” it said. 
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Sunday, December 23, 2007 
4th Sunday of Advent 

Ist Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive. 

Once again Yahweh addressed Ahaz, “Ask 

for a sign from Yahweh your God, let it come 

either from the deepest depths or from the 

heights of heaven." 

But Ahaz answered, “I will not ask, 1 will 
not put Yahweh to the test.” 

‘Then Isaiah said, "Now listen, descendants 
of David. Have you not been satisfied trying 
the patience of people, that you also try the 
patience of my God? Therefore the Lord him- 
self will give you a sign: 

“The Virgin is with child and bears a son 
and calls his name Immanuel.” 

2nd Reading: ‘Romans 1:1-7 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

From Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, an 
apostle called and set apart for God's Good 
News, the very promises he foretold through 
his prophets in the sacred Scriptures, regard- 
ing his Son, who was born in the flesh a de- 
scendant of David, and has been recognized 
as the Son of God endowed with Power, upon 
rising from the dead through the Holy Spirit. 

Through him, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and 
for the sake of his Name, we received grace 
and mission in all the nations, for them to ac- 
cept the faith. 

‘All of you, the elected of Christ, are part of 
them, you, the beloved of God in Rome, 
called to be holy: May God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, give you grace and peace. 
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 

Emmanuel, God-with-us. 

‘This is how Jesus Christ was born. Mary his 
mother had been given to Joseph in marriage 
but before they lived together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 

‘Then Joseph, her husband, made plans to 
divorce her in all secrecy. He was an upright 
man, and in no way did he want to discredit 
her 

‘While he was pondering over this, an angel 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, descendant of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife. She has con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit, and now she will 
bear a son. You shall call him Jesus for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 

All this happened in order to fulfill what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: The virgin 
will conceive and bear a son, and he will be 
called Emmanuel which means: God-with-us. 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel 
of the Lord had told him to do and he took his 
wife to his home. So she gave birth to a son 
and he had not had marital relations with her. 
Joseph gave him the name of Jesus. 
Commentary 

The sign of God will be given whether it is 
wanted or not. The child will be born and his 
name will be Emmanuel—God with us. God's 
will will be done on earth: The time approaches 
for itto happen again in us, as it did with Ahaz, 
as it did with Mary. We can choose to resist like 
Ahaz or to accept with Mary. We are told, "Lis- 
ten! This is what was promised from of old and 
what thé Scriptures record-that the child is 
born of God andis the Son of God, who will live, 
die and be raised from the dead and is the holi- 
ness of God still атоп us." God came that wé 
might learn obedience to the Word of God made 
flesh and belong—all of us—to God in Jesus 
Christ. We are greeted as the beloved of God, аз 
was Mary and Joseph, John and Elizabeth, and 
Jesus, The Beloved Son of God made flesh. 

We hear the story of Joseph the dreamer, the 
just man. We see his belief and obedience. He is 
a Jew, who eati/sleeps and loves the Scriptures. 
So when the-angel quotes scripture һе arises 

and takes Mary and the child to be born into his 
heart and his house, obedient to the Word of 
God proclaimed to him. He breaks the earlier 
law that would have Mary and the child stoned 
to death, or-humiliated, shamed, and sent 
away for her to bear her child alone, God is 
coming. And God is careful of the least of his 
people, his own Son being born among them, 
and will die terribly among them. The time is 


born in us? 
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REALIZE YOUR DREAM.. 


BECOME A DOCTOR IN THE U.S. 


Earn up to $500;000 (or more) per year 
 UMHS-SK offers a state-of-the-art university campus on 
the beautiful Caribbean island of St. Kitts. Enjoy a first class 
education at a surprisingly affordable cost featuring 

. American Medical School Curriculum 

. Mostly U.S. Professors and Instructors 
‘Small Class Sizes & Personal Attention 

. Financial Aid for Qualified Applicants 


К. 
.NOW ENROLLING MAY & SEPT 2008 CLASSES 
FOR MORE INFORMATIONAND TO APPLY, CONTACT: 


THE UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINEAND 
HEALTH SCIENCES, ST. KITTS 
Fax Or Esait To Tur UNITED STATES: 
fax: 561-547-1940 
email: JKent@umhs-sk.net 
visit our website: www.umhs-sk.org 
EDUCATING THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF PHYSICIANS 


Fe Е 
Schedule of healing Masses 


Medal, Parafiaque City; Jan. 25, 9 a.m., Na- 
tional Shrine of the Divine Mercy, Marilao, Bu- 
lacan; Jan. 26, 1 p.m., Holy Trinity Parish, 
New Cabalan; Olongapo City; 

Jan. 28, 2 p.m., Lakeshore Nlex, Mexico, 
Pampanga; Jan. 29, 9 a.m., Immaculate Con- 
ception Parish, Guagua, Pampanga; Jan. 30, 2 
p.m, Sta. Rita Parish, Sta. Rita, Bulacan; Jan. 
31, 9 pam., Divine Mercy Shrine, Mandaluy- 
ong Gi 

For inquiries, e-mail Bernardo V Lopez at 
eastwind@motherignaciahealingmi 


7, FREE PLANE TICKETS 
779 BORACAY, 


ONLY PER PERSO 
undtrip Plane Tickets i 


THE HEALING MASSES OF FR. FERNANDO 
Suarez will be held this month and in Jan- 
uary in churches and other venues nation- 
wide. 

‘The schedule is as follows: today, 9 a.m. at 
SM Megamall: Dec 27, 5:15 p.m,, San Sebas- 
tian Cathedral, Tarlac City; Dec. 28, 2 p.m., St. 
Therese Parish, Dagupan City; Dec. 29, 3 p.m., 
Basilica of Our Lady of Charity, Agoo, La 
Union; Dec. 30, 1 p.m., St. William de Hermit 
Cathedral, San Fernando, La Union; Dec. 31, 9 
am., Our Lady of Atonement Cathedral, 
Baguio City; 

Jan 3, 5:30 p.m., St. Clement's Church, La 
Paz, Iloilo, Jan. 4, 6 p.m., St. Joseph the Work- 
er Parish, Jaro, Iloilo: Jan. 5, 2 рли, Capiz 
Gym, Roxas City; Jan. 7, 9:30 am., Holy 
Rosary Parish, Balabang (Boracay), Aklan, 

Jan. 8, 2 pm., St. Joseph Shrine, Project 2- 
3, Quezon City; Jan. 9, 2 p.m., SM Megamall, 
Jan. 10, 9 a.m., Our Lady of the Abandoned, 
Sta. Elena, Marikina City; Jan. 13, 8 a.m., Polo 
Club, Makati; Jan. 21, 4 p.m., Saints Peter & 
John Parish, 34 Malabon Rd. Potrero, 

Jan. 22, 9 a.m., Antipolo Cathedral; Jan. 
23, 9 a.m., St. Jude Parish, Manila; Jan. 24, 9 
am., National Shrine of the Miraculous 


TXT AND we 
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FREE Tickets 


To The Dolphin Show 


Ё Meralco Ave. Ortigas Center 

ее ШЙ , 

JUST BUY 5 TICKETS AND GET 1 ёа: 
пува ticket booth to avail of discount! 


BREAKTHROUGH IN CANCER CURE... 


YOU DONT HAVE TO DIE OF CANCER 
MEET OUR LATEST CANCER SURVIVOR 
YVETTE IBUNA TESTIMONY: 

( LEUKEMIA SURVIVOR) 


Previous Historty: 

July 2007, my oncologist confirmed i had ( ALL acute 
lympholitic Leukemia). Chemotherapy was the advised treatment 
for Leukemia, but had to refuse the treatment since it would cost 
us much and the said treatment still dont have any assurance that 
it would cure me. 


BOSTON-C КАТОМІ HERBS TREATMENT: 

‘August 2007, | started to take Katoni herbs, the fastrack 
treatment of BOSTOn -C. Since then my WBC started to 
decreased. November 10, 2007, i was admitted in Boston-C 
hospital at Tarlac City to try the intravenous treatment for fast 
recovery. a combination of modern and herbal medicine was given 
to me. 

- Му WBC count before treatment was 142,000 above normal. 

- My WBC after 2 months of fastrack treatment dropped to 

4,000 normal value 


Thanks to the healing values of KATONI HERBS, my condition 
became normal. Now І am back to my normal life. 


Yvette Buna 


28-HOUR WATER CUTOFF IN 
MANILA AND QUEZON CITY 


SOME portions of Manila and Quezon City will have no water for 
28 hours starting at 10 p.m., Thursday, December 27, 2007 until 2:00 
a.m,, Saturday, December-29, 2007. 

2 The water service intetruplion-is due to the repair of the 
1050-mm CIP mainline along R: Magsaysay near V.G. Cruz, Manila, 
that was accidentally damaged Ьу е MMDA, . А 

It will also give way for the removal of the buikhead from the | 

2,000-mm МАО Tine along Sobriedad-comer Batanes Streets іп 
Manila. Removal of the bulkhead will allow, for the flushing and 
eventual energization of the newly interconngcted LMAQ primary 
line—a major pipeline that will serve as the inain conduit that wil 
bring water from Maynilad’s La Mesa Treatment Plants all the way to 
the southern parts of the West Concession. 

t ^ hs commissioning willimprove water Supply, and delivery 
in uhderserved areas in the south. 
The areas that will have no water for 28 hours are the following: 
In Manila: Whole Sta. Mesa including Bacood area: portion of 
Sampaloc bounded by Sobriedad, Nagtahan and Ramon Magsaysay, ' 
a portion of San Miguel area including Malacanang: whole of Pandacan; 
and a portion of Paco. ~ x 2 

In Quezon City: Brgy. Don Manuel, Brey. Doña Aurora, Brgy. 

бай Isidro, Brgy. Santol and Brgy. Doña Imelda. 

To alleviate the water situation of affected residents, Maynilad 
will be deploying a total-of 27 mobile water tankers. Affected customers 
are nonetheless advised to store water good for the duration of the 
water service interruption. i 5 

The LMAQ Project is in line with the objectivé of Maynilad’s 
new owners, DMCL and Metro Pacific, to upgrade the water system 
and bring more water to these areas in the south. 

We Would like to apologize for any. inconvenience the water. 
service interruption may cause. NE 

For more information, custómers may call Maynilad Water Hotlines 
1626 or 4362000, or text Maynilad 2898 for the water-rationing schedule. 


( Cell # 09266939924) 


SEE US RIGHT NOW! 


DR. ELIZABETH DILIG 


SIR TON R. AGUSTIN 
Herbal Scientist and Inventor Exclusive Distributor 
245 Mc Arthur Highway Maligaya Tarlac City іп the Philippines / Abroad 
Cell # 0820-9100808 or 0920-0060992 2 
BOSTON - С / КАТОМІ HERBS / MIGHTON HERBS 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR for Manila and Provinces/ABROAD: 
DR.ELIZABETH DILIG 


ADDRESS: Bldg. 24 C2 URCI Commercial Complex, Pamplona Las Pinas 
Hotline: (02) 873-26-72 Mobile # 0927-678-01-93 / 0926-693-99-24 


QUEZON CITY OUTLET: 

CUBAO: (0916-518-99-48)/ (0916-620-42-08) 

CAVITE OUTLET: ( Near SM DASMA) Cell # (0919-610-8530) 
GENERAL TRIAS: (046) 437-63-58 

Mobile # (0917- 692-38-59)/(0917-551-68-07) 

CAGAYAN OUTLET: Mobile # (0916-541-04-55) / (0905-300-04-55) 
ISABELA OUTLET: (0920-872-68-17) 
BATAAN/ZAMBALES/OLONGAPO: Mobile # (0915-314-7939) 
USA # ( 1-510-305-9024) ( 1-510-305-3390) look for Doc Beth 
(1-619-895-4823) Doc Albert 


WEBSITE: www.katot 
www.mightonherbs.com 


rbs.com ; ог www.bostoncherbalcure.com or 


% fh For! г Plesso call our 
« tour Noting 
m, E iiu 
Todo ~ Buhos ang Serbisyo e Pilipino orrea us trough 2898 


E-MAIL ADDRESS: docbeth18@yahoo.com , bostoncherbs@yahoo.com.ph 
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or any other medium. The [tiles] 
that I have made is the medium 
already,” she explained. 

Only those closest to her, includ- 
ing her late mother, knew what 
she was up to, she recounted. 

By 2006, upon realizing that 
the strand system was some- 
thing that could possibly be a 
first, not only in the Philippines, 
but in the world, Abad-Santos 
applied for a patent at the Intel- 
lectual Property Office (IPO) of 
the Philippines. 

(Based on her research, exist- 
ing US patents allow the blind 
to recognize colors and identify 


titioners have no benchmark for 
such tests,” Abad-Santos ex- 
plained. 

By serendipity, she came 
across Pilares during one of her 
regular weekend trips to a flea 
market near the National Kid- 
ney and Transplant Institute in 
April, Pilares was then helping 
‘her mother sell embroidered 
clothes. 

“Tve been going to this 
тамос for three to four years 
now. When I met her last April, I 
told her about my project and 
she agreed to do the test for 
me,” Abad-Santos recounted. 


the other visually impaired will 
be happy because they will also 
get to enjoy the beauty of col- 
ors,” she said excitedly. 

But she has another vision for 
the strand system. “This will ге- 
ally be useful if this will be in- 
troduced in malls because it's 
hard for the blind to pick out the 
colors of clothes and other little 
stuffs we want to buy,” she said. 

Abad-Santos agreed, saying 
that if the IPO had finally grant- 
ed her a patent for the strand 
system, she would allow depart- 
ment stores to use her devise. 

“Tt is a fitting gift for all the Fil- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


or an estimated 1.47 million 
readers. 

The earlier survey showed 
that Manila Bulletin came in 
second (47 percent) and 
Philippine Star, third (42 per- 
cent) 


SIM is frontrunner 

‘The latest Nielsen study also 
showed that the Inquirer's 
weekend supplement, the 
Sunday Inquirer Magazine, 
maintained its leadership 
within its category, with 39 
percent readership among 
those who said they had read a 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 


TEWANCED.CONCETSOF COMBNED WAVE Т A 1SAMPLE 
SOURCE NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH MEDIA INDEX 200702 


Тһе syndicated survey used 
face-to-face interviews using а 
structured questionnaire with a 
multistage probability sample 
of 5,100 respondents aged 10 
and above. 


Waves | and2 

The Media Index covered all 
socioeconomic classes in na- 
tional urban Philippines, which 
includes Metro Manila and 21 
other key cities across the coun- 
пу. 


їп the first quarter of the year, 
and Wave 2, which was con- 
ducted over August and 
‘September. 

Nielsen said it combined re- 
spondents from both waves 
“for a bigger sample size and 
better analysis of niche tar- 
gets.” 

Nielsen Media Research is 
one of the leading providers 
of television audience mea- 
surement and advertising in- 
formation services world- 
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Lawmakers join fight against cigarette smoking 


LEGISLATORS ARE JOINING 
the fight against cigarette 
smoking, with six lawmakers 
leading a bipartisan effort at the 
House of Representatives to 
pass legislation designed to 
scare smokers into quitting. 

The group, led by Northem 
Samar Rep. Paul Daza, is pushing 
a bill that would require tobacco 
companies to place “picture 
warnings" on their products to il- 
lustrate the dangers of cigarette 
smoking. 

The warnings will include im- 


ages of tumors, diseased lungs 
and other ill effects of the vice on. 
smokers as well as the victims of 
second-hand smoke. 

This move by the legistators is 
in line with the Framework Con- 
vention on ‘Tobacco Control, a 
May 2003 treaty that includes 
strategies against the problem of 
tobacco smoking. The treaty has 
been ratified by 154 countries, in- 
cluding the Philippines. 

In accordance with the treaty 
provisions, the Philippines has to 
implement the “picture warning” 
policy by September 2008, ac- 
cording to Dr. Maricar Limpin, 


president of the FCTC Alliance 
Philippines. 

"This is a treaty obligation," 
party-list Rep. Risa Hontiveros, a 
deputy minority leader and co- 
sponsor of the bill, said at a press 
conference, 

‘The measure is being support- 
ed by South Cotobato Rep. Arthur 
Pingoy Jr, chair of the committee 
on health, Pampanga Rep. Anna 
‘York Bondoc, a pulmonary and 
critical care specialist, Quezon P20-million fine and/or impris- 
Rep. Lorenzo Tanada Ш, and onment of six months to one 
Cibac Rep. Jose Villanueva. year. 

The bill will require that every Tf the bill is passed, the Philip- 
cigarette pack carries “а photo- pines will join 14 other countries, 


which have been implementing 
the “picture warning" policy. 
Among them are Thailand, Cana- 
Australia, — Singapore, 
Malaysia, Brazil and Venezuela, 

Limpin said five more coun- 
tries have legislated the same pol- 
icy and would be implementing it 
soon, 

At present, the country's To- 
bacco Regulation Act prescribes 
only “text” health warnings on 
cigarette packs. The strategy is 
apparently not enough to educate 
people on smoking. 

More than 90 percent of Fil- 
ipinos knew “little beyond a 


graphic picture warning and ап 
accompanying textual warning,” 
The full-color image must occupy 
at least 60 percent of the space. — da, 

Violators—manufacturers, im- 
porters, exporters, and distribu- 
tors, including their agents—will 
be fined a maximum of P500,000 
on the first offense and not more 
than PS million on the second of- 
fense, 

A third violation will slap a 


vague notion that ‘smoking is bad 
for you,” according to а fact sheet 
distributed by Limpin's group to 
reporters yesterday. 

"Тһе document said the Philip- 
pines has around 30 million regu- 
Jar smokers, of which 60 percent 
are adult male smokers. 

“While the typical Filipino 
smoker knows that smoking is 
dangerous to his health, he tends 
to underestimate the risks be- 
cause he does not have the bene- 
fit of seeing a gangrene-afflicted 
foot or a person with mouth and 
throat cancer on cigarette pack- 
ets," Pingoy said. 
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Selective reasoning 


НЕ HOLIDAY PARDONS GRANTED BY PRESIDENT 

Macapagal-Arroyo further underscore the selective 

І reasoning behind them. The pardoned prisoners in- 

cluded a lady in her 70s and a couple of octogenarians 

and even someone in his 90s. The Palace insists that a co- 

hesive policy is in place, and that there із even an Admin- 

istrative Order instituting it. We don’t doubt that there is 

such a document, but as with all official 

EDITORIALS papers, the problem lies in its imple- 
mentation. 

The Palace, when it says the policy isn't new, only 
proves that the process, when applied to lowly prisoners 
who have no pull, is slow. Otherwise the aged prisoners 
might have been released sooner. Having neither political 
clout nor access to anything beyond the process, this 
means that while eventually they obtained presidential 
clemency, no one went out of their way to expedite their 
release. 

Contrast their experiences with the swiftness with 
which the pardon of Joseph Estrada was accomplished, 
complete with a helicopter ferrying the papers back and 
forth to Tanay, and the near-release of Romeo Jalosjos, 
which had officials leaking the possibility of a pardon in 
an effort to massage public opinion. All the re- 
sources—political and administrative—of the state were 
mobilized to gain the two prisoners access to presidential 
clemency. They were first in line, and first to look forward 
to the prospects of a lenient chief executive. 

Which tells us the problem with the President's poli- 
cy. It is a crude one. It does not distinguish between 
types of crime, or even, when the crimes for which con- 
victs are asking for pardon took place. A prisoner who 
committed a crime at age 69, for example, should not 
enjoy the prospects of immediate pardon upon reach- 
ing the age of 70, when a prisoner who committed a 
lesser crime might have to wait decades to receive 
clemency. 

As we've said before, compassion is all very well, but a 
serious effort at rehabilitation is even better. As would be 
a policy of fostering rehabilitation with mobilizing the 
justice system to enable the poor to have as much access 
to the means to appeal to the chief executive, as a promi- 
nent prisoner. Not least because our jails are full of pri 
oners whose crimes were compounded by their being un- 
able to afford competent representation, and whose sen- 
tences were arrived at after consulting the statute books 
but without adequately taking into consideration the ci 

cumstances under which those crimes were commit 
ted—or without the system being geared toward identify- 
ing who the hardened criminals are, and who might ben- 
efit from the correctional and not simply the punitive as- 
pect of our penal system. 


Unbusinesslike brawl 


ETTING ASIDE THE MERITS OR DEMERITS OF 

the two sides contesting control of Philcomsat, the 

recent Mexican standoff in the premises of the com- 
pany’s office was deplorable. For company officials to 
barricade themselves in an office, to deny access to that 
office to a rival board, or for a new board to force their 
way into an office to gain possession of it, is not the way 
business ought to be conducted. 

This is not the kind of behavior that should be seen in 
boardrooms and it is not the sort of thing that should be 
tolerated. It betrays the feudal mind-set of the groups in- 
volved, sending mercenaries—whether security guards 
or lawyers—to do their masters’ bidding. 

It only goes to show how deeply entrenched the essen- 
tially lawless mentality of our so-called movers and shak- 
ers сап be. The dispute over management of the company 
is before the courts, the confrontations should have been 
kept in the legal arena. The confrontation that took place 
sends a very bad signal, to Filipinos and foreign investors 
alike, concerning the attitudes toward law, order and 
business in general, held by people with connections to 
official circles. 

Not least because official agencies like the Presidential 
Commission on Good Government are involved, and the 
company itself represents a legacy of the kleptocratic 
Marcos dictatorship and their booty, which successor gov- 
ernments have continued to mismanage and use as pa- 
tronage. 
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A specially remembered Christmas 


ONE CHRISTMAS 1 SPECIALLY REMEMBER 
happened in 1941 when war came to the 
Philippines on Dec. 8. 1 was 17 years old then, 
and all 1 knew about war was what I had seen 
in the movies. 

When we heard of the sneak attack on Pearl 
Harbor, my mother was gripped with fear. 1 
could see it in her distraught but still beautiful 
face. I suppose she was thinking of the 
Japanese atrocities in Nanking that had 
shocked the whole world. Her fright was not 
about the mighty conflict between the United 
States and Japan but what would happen to 
her family if the invaders came. 

"We lived then in the district of Sampaloc, 
Manila, with our father and mother, both only 
43 years old, although we considered them al- 
ready ancient at the time. That was because 
we, their children, were still young, our eldest 
brother Virgilio being still a teenager at 19 and 
our bunso Vicente Jr. not yet 7. 

Му mother was so distressed that morning 
that, not knowing what else to do, she gave 
each of us 50 centavos (a fortune then) for our 
subsistence in case we got lost or separated. 
‘That same morning, as she fretted in the house 
and prayed to the Virgin Mary, we spent all our 
money on dirty ice cream. When our father 
learned about our prodigality, he teased our 
not-amused mother about it. 

As the nation girded for war, President 
Manuel L. Quezon pledged our loyalty to the 
United States and Gen. Douglas MacArthur 
promised to defend us with all the military 
might of his country. The new patriotic slogan 
bravely urged: “Keep "ет flying!"—meaning 
the Philippine and American flags together. 

Despite this tone of courage and defiance, 
many people panicked and decided to leave 
Manila for the safety of the provinces. Every- 
one in our family sought refuge in Laguna, ex- 
‘cept my 75-year-old Lolo Teong and me, for 
different reasons. My grandfather had fought 
the Spaniards and the Americans and said he 
was not afraid to face the Japanese. I stayed 


DID YOU HEAR THE STORY ABOUT A MAN 
‘who was always making excuses? Asked why 
he did not show up for his appointment, his 
lame excuse was: “Well, I was in the escalator, 
and there was a brownout, and I was stuck up 
there for an hour!” 

In today's Gospel (Mt. 1, 18-24), Joseph 
had all the excuses for not taking Mary to be 
his wife. In fact, he had decided to divorce 
her quietly, but in the end, he obeyed, and 
did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him. 

‘There are many times when we are asked 
by the Lord to do a mission for Him. At such 
times, our response to Him could either be: 
"Include me” or “excuse me.” 

“Pasko? Pass ako! (Christmas? Count me 
out)" Maybe that's what you are saying now, 
and you probably said that also last year. Until 
when will you keep postponing your accep- 
tance of God's gift of Himself? Until when will 
you reject His love? So when will you really go 
back to the Father? Maybe next year? Maybe 
never. 

Тһе thing is that you and I cannot deny the 
fact that we are not getting any younger. Sooner 
or later, we will face our Creator. I hope you and 
Iwill not be bypassed when the time comes for 
our final confirmation for eternal lii 


‘That times are hard is hardly an excuse 
for missing out on the spirit of Christmas. 
When we focus on the trimmings and not on 
the essence of Christmas, we may feel that 
we are exempted from the spirit of giving. 
Remember, the first Christmas happened in 
‘very poor and insecure conditions. And yet, 
there was a lot of giving, and a lot of giving 
in. So instead of giving up on Christmas, 
let's all give Christmas a chance. 


Christmas is as real as you make it, In other 


OPINION 


Isagani A. Cruz 


because I was commanded to report for mil 
tary duty as an ROTC cadet in the University of 
the Philippines. 

My fellow cadets and I obeyed the sum- 
mons, bringing with us our own bedding, 
mats, blankets and pillows, as ordered, with 
our personal effects. It was comforting, and al- 
so fun, to see familiar classmates, all of us se- 
cretly scared that we might soon be fighting for 
our lives in the trenches. We were organized 
into companies and our battalion was assigned 
to stay in the Engineering Building, which 
would be our temporary barracks. 

Life there was peaceful even without the 
comforts of home. We woke up at 6 ог earlier 
every morning for our daily ablutions, then 
lined up for breakfast before the military drills 
that continued until lunchtime, when we were 
regularly threatened by the drone of Japanese 
planes flying harmlessly overhead. Afternoons 
were generally free, usually for writing love 
letters and receiving visitors, like my parents 
who regularly brought me canned goods to 
make me win the war. After supper, we were 
ready for sleep, but first there was general 
singing of Christmas carols with scratchy but 
appreciated violin accompaniment. This con- 
tinued even after taps, and the camp comman- 
der paternally allowed our joyful insomnia, 

‘There was that time he pinpointed 20 of us, 
myself included, and boarded us into a 
weapons carrier for an unknown destination 
asour friends mournfully said goodbye. 

‘This was it, I thought, and prepared to die 
for my country. Happily, as it turned out, we 
were simply taken to the UST and ordered to 


“Excuse me” 


MOMENTS 


Fr. Jerry M. 
Orbos, SVD 


words, Christmas is not some event that hap- 
pened some 2007 years ago. It is not some sen- 
timental, nostalgic, cozy celebration we fall in- 
to once a year. We have to make Christmas 
happen again and again by our loving and giv- 
ing, every single day of the year, and especially 
at this time of the year. 

Lately I have been asked to intercede and 
make reconciliation possible between people, 
all in the spirit of Christmas. It is not a very 
comfortable role, I must admit, to be caught 
up in the middle of conflicts, but being а 
peacemaker is part and parcel of my priest- 
hood. You know, what really helps? Prayer! 1 
just tell the Lord in all humility to take over, 
and it's amazing how thing just fall into place. 

Is there any conflict in your relation- 
ships? Just ask the Lord’s help especially at 
Christmas, and He will help you. Reach out 
to God in prayer, reach out to others in hu- 
mility, and peace is yours. 


1 ат edified to hear that many companies 
and many government agencies have decided 
to forego their Christmas parties, and have do- 
nated their party money instead to their fa- 
vorite charities. | am saddened though to hear 
of government leaders and government offi- 
cials who, instead of sharing their overflowing 
material blessings, have taken the opportunity 
to use Christmas as an excuse to appropriate 
for themselves our poor people's money. 


In our community Christmas gathering, 


load some filing cabinets into trucks for trans- 
fer elsewhere. Afterwards, we were returned 
to our UP camp and were received by our fel- 
low warriors like conquering heroes. 

As Christmas approached, rumors began to 
fiy about the approach of the Japanese forces 
that we would be needed to resist to the death 
Some ominously whispered that we would be 
sent to the deadly front the day after Christ- 
mas, which was why we were to be feted with a 
gala Yuletide banquet as some sort of farewell 
and advance honor for our impending sacri- 
fice. 

‘And indeed the feast on Christmas Day was 
a sheer delight. The inviting table was over- 
flowing with all kinds of tasty dishes and 
delectable fruits, with a mighty lechon as the 
pièce de résistance and the tragic tribute to our 
heroism. 

But before we could savor the extravagant 
feast, we were told to listen to an important 
announcement. Our commandant took the 
mike for all of us to hear him. He said, sound- 
ing like an old-time prophet, that our camp 
had been ordered disbanded, All of us were ac- 
cordingly dismissed as of that minute. We were 
all free to leave after we shall have partaken of 
the excellent lunch, so farewell and good luck 
toall of you. Then he saluted us and left. 

It took one glorious moment before we 
could react, We were stunned beyond belief! 
This was really a very Merry Christmas! With 
whoops of joy and relief, we swiftly gathered 
our things, leaving the suddenly lonely lechon 
uneaten and happily ignored. We were going 
home! 

We grabbed all available transporta- 
tion—taxicabs, buses, streetcars—and some 
even just ran faster than the wind. I hitched a 
ride and somehow reached our house just be- 
fore the family sat down for the Christmas 
lunch—with me included! Thank you, Holy In- 
fant, on your blessed day! It was the most deli- 
cious lunch 1 ever ate and the happiest Christ- 
masI can remember. 


Iwas amazed by our 84-year-old confrere 
Fr. Julio Barbieto, SVD who rendered to us 
two Посапо songs with his guitar, and 
how! What makes it very significant is that 
“Fr. JB” learned to play the guitar only last 
March in our retirement house. Some two 
years ago, he learned to use the cell phone 
and the computer. When I asked him what 
he wanted for Christmas, guess what he 
said? He wants a violin, used or new, so 
that he can start a new hobby by next year. 
Maybe that’s what Advent is all about: a 
constant forward looking. Maybe that's 
what Christmas is all about: a constant 
hope, fresh start and new beginning. 

At Christmas, particularly on Christmas 
Day, let us humbly thank God for our bless- 
ings. Let us also take time to show our love 
and appreciation for people who are a bless- 
ing (even those who are a cross) to us. Let us 
also reach out to people who are less fortu- 
"nate than us. 

Iam one with you in gratitude, in love and 
in prayer especially at Christmas. 

. Where will you and I be next Christmas? 
We don't know. What we know is that we 
are still here this Christmas. Remember: 
Wherever you are, you are there, and God 
is there! Emmanuel—God is with us! Let 
us make His presence felt and make His 
love a reality every day, especially at 
Christmas. 

Wishing you all a meaningful and blessed 
Christmas! 

I am praying for peace in our hearts, 
peace in our homes, peace in our country, 
peace in the world, especially at Christmas! 

Amoment with the Lord: 

Lord, instead of saying “Excuse me,” help me 
to say “Include me,” not only on Christmas but 
every single day of my life. Amen. 
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А DISTANT COUSIN OF MINE, “KADYO” (NICK- 
name for Arcadio), was a taxi driver in Metro 
Manila. He zigzagged in and out of lanes, passed 
red lights, choked already clogged intersections 
ignoring the crossing vehicles, and drove in the 
opposite lane blocking the in-toming traffic. But 
wonder of wonders, he has not been fined or 
haled to court for any traffic violation. 

Miracle of the three “Es.” When 1 asked him 
how he has escaped sanctions for his trafic viola- 
tions, he bragged: "Ies simple. Usually, there are no 
policemen. During the few times that there were, I 
would argue I passed only a yellow, not red, light. If 
the policeman ignores my ‘lusor (bluster), 1 threat- 
en him with a suit and boast that I had а good 
lawyer. No, not you Coya. My lawyer is Manuel A. 
Roxas (sheepishly pulling out a hundred-peso bill in 
which the photo of President Roxas is imprinted). IF 
‘lagay (bribery) does not work, I use Чака (influ- 
ence) by crowing that the mayor is my cousin. Yes, 
“lusot, lagay, lakas, these three Ts have enabled me 
to feed my nine children, the eldest of whom has 
just passed the nursing board exam.” 

Kadyo in America. That was 15 years ago. 
Last August, my wife and I visited my sick brother 
in Vancouver. Thereafter, we flew to Las Vegas en 
route to see our children in the United States. 
There, we watched some shows (Celine Dion, 
The Producers, Mystere and Lani Misalucha). 
Driving the cab we hailed on “the Strip” one 
evening was Kadyo! 

1 was, of course, surprised to meet him there, 
and even more startled to see him driving so care- 
fully and observing all traffic rules. He explained 
that his eldest child, who was employed 14 years 
ago in a nearby hospital, was allowed to bring in 
her parents. “I do not use the three ‘Ts' here be- 
cause I would get into trouble with the police and 
lose my license. I just follow all rules. 1 eam 
enough without having to use bluster, bribe or in- 
fluence. In America, one only needs to be indus- 
trious to live comfortably,” he mused. 

Kadyo is typical of many Filipinos who violate 


IN THE LATE 1970s, IN THE MIDST OF THE RE- 
pression of martial law, young people decided they 
needed to channel their energies toward changing 
Philippine society without necessarily taking arms 
and taking to the hills. Many began working with 
oppressed sectors: landless farmers, urban poor 
communities, indigenous peoples. 

‘Around this time, an organization called Social 
Development Index was formed, Index for short. 
In the beginning, it was precisely what its name 
suggested, an index or a list of groups engaged in 
what was then known as social development 
work. Index sought to match idealistic young stu- 
dents skills and aspirations with groups that need- 
ed them, as well as to offer support for groups and 
individuals engaged in such challenging work. 

In time, Index would itself engage in projects and 
alliances of its own, but its commitment to building 
up a network of social development groups contin- 
ued. It would become best known for its promotion 
of an “alternative” lifestyle—ofiering different 
models of socializing, raising children, celebrating 
occasions, even building relationships, that were 
creative and emotionally fulfilling but didn't require 
money or lavish resources, were respectful of the 
environment, and were gender-fair. 

Ging Quintos Deles, who with husband Jojo 
founded Index, described the (mostly) young 
women who joined Index fresh out of college as 
“fearless, fiery and free,” and even at times “fierce 
and ferocious” but admitted that she never imag- 
ined that of all of them, "Gene would be the most 
fearless of us all.” 

‘This fearless woman was Gene Luna, who per- 
ished in the terrorist bombing of the United Na- 
tions offices in Algiers, where she was serving as a 
finance officer of the World Food Program. At the 
necrological services Friday evening, friends and 
colleagues recalled the Gene they knew in those 
“young brave days,” as well as the Gene who had 
remained a dear friend despite the distances she 


had traveled in the years since. 


FRIENDS were one in their description of 
Gene: “easy to laugh, with а gift for making 
others laugh,” “iskandalosa (scandalous),” 
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Intangible wealth of nations 
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traffic rules here, cheat in paying their taxes, em- 
ploy legal short cuts, and patronize politicians to be 
able to land a job or to secure a government con- 
tract. But once they are in America, or in other de- 
veloped countries, they obey all laws, dutifully fall 
in line and enjoy the blessings of life by just doing 
their work diligently. To forge ahead, they do not 
need to peddle influence or polish their bosses. 

‘World Bank Report. For the longest time, I had 
been wondering, why does the Filipino worker 
mightily succeed when he is in the United States, 
but not when he is back home? Another heart 
warming fact: according to our consul general in 
New York, Cecilia Rebong, the Filipino professionals 
in the United States earn comparatively more than 
their counterpart native Americans. Why? The an- 
swer may lie in a World Bank (WB) report on the 
“Wealth of Nations.” 

The study shows that if the total wealth or “cap- 
ital” of the United States were distributed evenly, 
each person there (including Kadyo) would have 
access to $512,612 in capital, compared to only 
$19,351 in the Philippines. That is why industrious 
and law-abiding Kadyo earns more there than 
here; and more than other drivers there. 

‘Tobe sure, the WB explains that there are really 
three kinds of wealth: (1) natural capital—"the 
sum of nonrenewable resources (including oil, 
natural gas, coal and mineral resources), crop- 
land, pastureland, forested areas and protected ar- 
eas"; (2) produced capital—the sum of machin- 
ету, equipment, and structures (including infras- 
tructure)"; and, (3) intangible capital that encom- 
passes raw labor human capital (the sum of 


Coming home 


Rina Jimenez-David 10 \ 
“loyal,” “generous” and “kaladkarin (easy to 
take along).” 


Finding “Gene” too simple a name, co-staffers 
at Index gave her a longer nickname, “Genove- 
va,” and when she exhibited cluelessness and 
naiveté, “Geneboba,” which she accepted with 
gracious humor. A particular sticking point was 
Gene's loyalty to the tandem of Pops Fernandez 
and Martin Nievera, dragging her friends along 
10 every concert and show. Lorna David, а со- 
staffer at Index, recalls cringing in shame at a 
contert because Gene would shout out her love 
for Martin and Pops at intervals. 

No one could recall Gene ever scowling or 
treating anyone with less than kindness. Lala de 
Leon Ligon, a good friend of Gene's, says that 
Gene did go through the usual ups-and-downs, 
as well as complications in her love life, but even 
if their sessions began with tears, “each one 
would always end with us erying—in laughter.” 

After some years with Index, weathering 
one financial crisis after another, Gene joined 
Foundation for Development Alternatives, 
working with urban poor communities. But 
there was a restless side to Gene and after 
more than a decade in development work, she 
decided to expand her frontiers and applied 
with the United Nations. 

FRIENDS were at first dismayed when Gene was 
assigned by WEP to Afghanistan, where she stayed 
for five years. At one point, Gene was caught inside 
building in Herat when an angry mob besieged 
the UN compound. She managed to escape by flee- 
ing with a local staffer to a nearby house, then fled 
the city by donning a burqa and pretending to be 
the man's wife, speeding through the streets on a 


knowledge, skills and know-how of the popula- 
tion), social capital (the level of trust among peo- 
ple in a society and their ability to work together 
toward common goals) and the quality of institu- 
tions essential to good governance, like an inde- 
pendent judiciary, clear property rights, effective 
revenue collection, nonpolitical military, credible 
elections and stable rule of law. 

Worldwide, natural capital accounts for only 5 
percent of total wealth, produced capital for 18 per- 
cent, and intangible capital for 77 percent. On the 
average, every one in the world has a total wealth 
of $90,000, an amount available to those in Brazil 
(687,000), Libya ($89,000) and Croatia ($91,000). 
This world average is much more than the Philip- 
pines’ $19,351, broken down into $1,549 natural, 
$2,673 produced and $15,129 intangible. 

While natural resources help, they are not the 
‘most important wealth. Singapore has zero natu- 
ral capital but is credited with 579,011 produced 
capital plus $173,595 intangible capital for a to- 
tal of $252,607. Japan has only $1,513 natural 
(same as ours) but has $150,258 produced plus 
$341,470 intangible for a total of $493,241. 

Conclusion: The WB study shows that more 
than three-fourths of the total wealth of the 
world is intangible. Further, the most significant 
elements of intangible wealth are education and 
the rule of law. These two facts imply that while 
the natural resources and infrastructure priori- 
ties of President Macapagal-Arroyo deserve some 
attention, the much more important focus 
should be on our intangible capital, like the pri- 
тасу of education, the promotion of the rule of 
Jaw, and the strengthening of our democratic in- 
stitutions. These are the truly lasting legacies. 

To those who asked for more NUSP info, log in 
to cjpanganiban.ph and click "Recent Speeches" 
for a complete text of my NUSP address. 

Comments are welcome at chiefjusticepangani- 
ban@hotmail.com 


motorcycle. Asked what it felt like wearing this re- 
strictive clothing, Gene told an interviewer that “it 
saved my life,” and burqas have since been issued 
as standard “equipment” in UN employees’ emer- 
gency kits in Afghanistan. 

Though she found her work fulfilling, Gene nev- 
ertheless felt restricted in Afghanistan, being able 
to leave the security compound where she lived 
and worked only once every six weeks. But she 
made good use of her temporary liberty, bringing 
home to friends and family nuts, dates and “pash- 
mina shawis of every color and design.” 

Orette Felipe says that work in the UN changed 
Gene, from someone who yearned to live “a com- 
fortable and safe life” to “a more assertive, adven- 
turous person.” 

“I am so happy that her years abroad helped 
Gene bloom as a person and as a woman,” said 
Orette. “Working with the UN, she found herself.” 
WHEN the offer to transfer to Algeria came, 
friends said Gene was sorely tempted. A 
month's assignment in Algiers gave her a taste 
oflife there, and she reported back to friends 
that she found the place “nice” and “safe” and 
she was looking forward to enjoying greater 
freedom of movement. 

But before the transfer, she had anticipated 
spending Christmas at home, even promising 
Beth Yang, another Index colleague, that she 
would help organize a reunion of the Index 
family. When her home leave did not push 
through, she discussed plans of spending 
Christmas in Rome instead. Orette, who was 
chatting with Gene online on Dec. 11, the day 
of the bombing, recalls Gene excitedly sharing 
news of finally finding a new home, since she 
had been staying in a hotel since her arrival in 
Algiers. “And then suddenly, I got the message 
that Gene was off-line, which I found strange 
because I knew she would stay online the 
whole time she was in the office.” 

Gene would never spend Christmas at home 
again, but because of her, the long-delayed re- 
union of ex-Indexers did take place, at her 
wake, before her family brought her home. 


Cry, beloved Burma 


RANGOON—RELIGIOUS ORDERS OF MONKS 
have been the face of Burma ever since Buddhism 
was introduced here more than 1,000 years ago. 
For a monk to involve himself in politics or to hold 
a political post is contrary to the ethical code of 
‘Theravada Buddhism, But in Burma today, this 
spiritual philosophy, rooted in compassion and 
non-violence, has assumed unexpected dimen- 
sions of defiance and recalcitrance, as monks 
challenge the hegemony of the military junta that 
rules our country. 

We are both Burmese Buddhist monks—a lead- 
er of the All Burma Sangha Coalition that led the 
recent protests, and a scholar teaching in the 
United States. One of us is in hiding today, be- 
cause Burma's military government met the 
peaceful protests of our Buddhist brothers and 
sisters with violence and brutality. 

Many monks and nuns have been abused and 
beaten, and thousands who have been arrested 
endure continued brutality. More than 1,000 are 
missing, and many are presumed dead. 

Several weeks ago, Burma's monks began to 
march and pray and spread loving kindness in an 
effort to solve our nation’s problems peacefully. 
Burma із a country rich in natural resources, but 
its people are poor. When the government sud- 
denly and capriciously increased the price of fuel 
by as much as 500 percent overnight, everyone 
was affected—and made even more desperate. 

‘As monks, we believe in alleviating suffering 
wherever we see it, as part of the vows we have 
taken, We could not ignore our people's suffering, 
We formed the Sangha Coalition when we saw 
that the country’s monks were united. 

‘Those of us who are studying and teaching 
abroad share this unity, and have rallied to the 
support of those of us in Burma. And it is not only 
the monks who are united, When we started our 
peaceful marches for change, students, vouth, in- 


WORLD VIEW 


U Gambira and Ashin Nayaka 


tellectuals and ordinary people joined us in the 
streets, in the rain. 

We thought that we could appeal to some, if not 
all, of the generals—Buddhists themselves—who 
‘control our country to join us in trying to right the 
many ills befalling Burma. At first, we tried to show 
our displeasure with military rule by refusing to re- 
ceive alms from them. We turned our begging 
bowls upside down as a gesture of our feelings. We 
have not lost our loving kindness toward ordinary 
soldiers, nor even toward the leaders who ordered 
them to brutalize their own people, but we wanted 
to urge them to change while there was still time. 

We know that some people in the army and or- 
ganizations close to the regime have been reluc- 
tant to use violence against the monks. We want 
to tell the people who are violent toward their 
own countrymen to stop and think whether their 
actions are in accordance with the dharma, 
whether they are acting for the good of Burma's 
people. Some of the soldiers who were ordered to 
beat us and to stop us from marching actually re- 
fused to doso, because they understood the truth 
of what we were doing. 

We hoped to create a way out for the military 
leaders, a way to start a real dialogue with the 
people's leaders and the leaders of ethnic groups, 
for the unity of the nation. But that hope was 
short-lived. The regime is now hunting down 
those who participated in the demonstrations 
and committing unspeakable acts of violence. 

They have attacked monasteries and arrested 
monks and nuns bv force. Guards are everv- 


where, on all the streets, around the pagodas and 
residential areas. Wounded demonstrators are re- 
ported to have been buried alive in mass graves, 
and there are confirmed reports of bodies wash- 
ing ashore in the waterways near Rangoon. The 
regime is brutalizing the Burmese people, and ly- 
ing to the world aboutits actions. 

Brig. Gen. Kyaw Hsan, a representative of the 
military, told UN Special Envoy Ibrahim Gambari 
that the marchers in the streets were “bogus 
monks.” But we are genuine, and thousands of 
us—from Rangoon, Mandalay, Pegu, Arakan, 
Magwe and Sagaing—demonstrated for peace. 

Some have said that the uprising in Burma is 
over. That is what the junta wants the world to 
think. But we believe that the protests represent 
the beginning of the end of military rule in our 
country. The generals who ordered the crackdown 
are assaulting not only Burma's people, but also 
their own hears, souls and spiritual beliefs. The 
monks are the preservers of dharma; by attacking 
them, the generals attack Buddhism itself. 

We know that the international community is 
trying to help us, but we need that help to be 
more effective. We thank the many people and or- 
ganizations abroad who are helping us regain the 
rights denied to us for more than 40 years. But we 
also appeal to the international community to 
make its actions practical and effective. 

The military government will do anything to 
remain in power, and their violent acts must be 
exposed to the world. They may control the 
streets and monasteries, but they will never be 
able to control our hearts and our determination. 

‘Project Syndicate 


UGambirais the pseudonym of one of the leaders of 
the All Burma Sangha Coalition. Ashin Nayaka is 
founder of the Buddhist Missionary Society and a 
visitine schalar at Calummhin Tnivercire 


To my monster 


‘THE MONSTER WILL NOT BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS 
this year. 

Ever since I was old enough to talk, Ive pounded on his 
bedroom door on Christmas morning, poking my fingers into 
his ears, tugging at his feet, trying to drag his snoring carcass 
ош of bed. The Monster would growl, flail, burrow into pil- 
lows and finally mutter assent, and after several sessions of 


‘Tshirt dragging and 
REBEL 


hair-pulling, Һе 
would get оп his 


feet, and trudge 

down to the living WITHOUT 
roomcouch,a pillow. A CLUE 

following іп his РЕР 

wake. "Then he Patricia өз 
would promptly fall Evangelista £ `$ 
asleep. It was > 


enough for me. My parents never let us open Christmas pre- 
sents without the whole family downstairs and around the 
tree. To ask for all of us to be awake was a condition they 
never imposed—there would have been a greater probability 
of a decomposing James Dean coming to life than my drool- 
ing older brother doing the same thing. 

1 don't remember when I started calling him “Monster.” It 
could have be when I was 8, and he was 15 and giving flow- 
ers to girls. I'd tape his ears to his head (for his own good, Г4 
say) so they wouldn't stick out and flap around. It could have 
been during dinner, when my mother would admonish him 
to take smaller bites, and he would respond by displaying the 
half-masticated contents of his mouth. Or it may have been 
when he squashed his grinning face against the car window, 
his nostrils the size of the Katipunan underpass. Whatever 
the reason, he became The Monster, and The Monster he 
would stay, especially when he would camp out in the living 
room, glaring at whichever unfortunate male friend had 
come home with me to dinner. 

‘This is the first Christmas he won't be home, the first 
one he'll be away when my mother decorates the house in 
red and green, hanging stockings on bedroom doors, 
changing pillowcases to red and green, digging out the 
cardboard Santa Claus place mats she’s picked up at a 
bazaar more than a decade ago. | suspect that she'd have 
blinking, multi-colored Christmas lights on the shower 
curtains if Dad gave her the green light. As it is, my par- 
ents’ house is now a 200 of green curtains and shiny red 
balls, with apple pies and stuffed chicken shooting out of 
the oven in record speed. 

‘The last time talked to him, he said he wished he could 
come home, but that his contract required at least a year in 
Dubai. It was hard to send home presents, he said, but he'd 
make up for it. My brother tells me he's found it impossible 
to open the photos I've e-mailed to him, and has warned 
me that dozens of sites are banned in Dubai. I'd like to 
send him a Christmas present, but Im told it's ridiculously 
expensive to ship anything to the Emirates, and I'm so 
ridiculously broke even sending a Christmas card is some- 
thing 1 can't afford. In the absence of any means of proper 
communication, I'll be self-indulgent today, and write my 
big brother a letter here, the same sort of letter thousands 
of families in this country are writing to sons and daugh- 
ters and husbands and wives this Christmas, all those who 
are far away and cannot come home. Here it goes: 

So, Monster Man, how are you? Are you still gerting fat? 
Have you discovered how to cook anything that doesn't say 
“dust add water?" 

1 moved into my apartment a little more than a month 
ago. Your friends helped me move my—let me count—five 
pieces of furniture. My unit is so tiny that having more than 
five people inside at one time will constitute sinning. I have a 
beautiful couch that Mom got second-hand; it can fit three 
small people or one David. You remember my teammate 
David? He donated his electric fan to me. Nicole, the obses- 
sive-compulsive one, got me flatware and precut sticker la- 
bels. Lam assuming she wants me to label my closet drawers 

in. 

don't have a TV yer, but have my very own coffeemaker 
that makes one tiny cup of coffee at a time. Dad sits on my 
couch drinking coffee with his pinky sticking out because the 
cup is half the size of his hand. I've appropriated your bed- 
side table and the mirror in your bathroom, half the boxer 
shorts in your drawer and the black metal chair from your 
desk. Have taken Mom's curtains, Dad's standing lamp, and 
two of your pillows. 

‘The parental units are going into a house-decorating fren- 
zy. They claim that now we're all gone (except for the two 
grandkids), they can do what they want with the house. 
Mom painted the outside walls orange—the official shade 
for the paint is “Tomato Soup"—and has been making 
sounds about painting the other walls navy blue. 

Dad has been driving all of us nuts with his photographs. 
Every horizontal space that can possibly hold a picture frame 
has been jammed with pictures: Mom when she was young, 
me on Lolo's lap, you in your plate-size glasses, the grand- 
kids eating chocolate cake, me during college graduation. 
Every day, Dad goes out to buy picture frames, and the few 
times I've gone with him, I spent half an hour in front of 
dozens of picture frames waiting for him to make his earth- 
shattering selections. He's been pointing them out to every 
unfortunate soul who goes through the door, and anyone 
who compliments Mom's pictures is treated to a disserta- 
tion—delivered by Mom, of course--about how she looked 
so much sexier in a string bikini. 1 am repeatedly told I don't 
measure up, and have no choice but to agree, as I am still 
lacking some of Mom's attributes. 

Ysabel ate a bag of raisins and a bag of chocolate chips and 
had an upset stomach for days. She has acquired several new 
words, including "sorry" Two months ago, the parentals 
were in my apartment, and when I was sitting on the stairs, 
Dad stepped on my hand. I screamed bloody murder. Dad 
looked guilty, and a little voice peeped out "Sorry" She has 
taken to apologizing at every opportunity, and 1 suspect she 
will apologize for Adam and Eve the moment she learns how 
1o read the Bible. 

Robby is now a year old, has discovered he has legs, and 
now wiggles his Іше baby butt down the stairs to his Lolo. 
Sometimes we forget about him, as he is perfectly content to 
siton his high chair, thinking deeply. Dad and I believe he is 
solving great international dilemmas. 

The babies are still іп love with Dad, and although some- 
times they deign to be in other adults’ company, they howl 
whenever Dad sneaks out the front door to go picture-frame 
shopping. 

17% Christmas Eve tomorrow. We all miss you, and want 
you home, and there's no one to yell at me for coming home 
drunk anymore, and no big brother who will make me wrap 
his Christmas presents (remember how you made me wrap 
your present for me?). For you 1 will hug Mom twice and tell 
Dad 1 love him a thousand times more. I'll toss Robby in the 
air and blow on Ysabel's stomach, but it won't be the same 
without you. Come home soon, 

‘Your bratty kid sister, Tricia. 

Merry Christmas to everyone who is away from home, and 
everyoneleftathome, . 


For comments e-mail rebel.inauirer@email.com 
, 
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Pursuing wellness 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MARC COHEN, Ph.D., president of the Australasian Inte- 
grative Medical Association, defines wellness as a con- 
scious state of being “well” in which one's inner and outer 


worlds are in harmony. 


Out of the convergence of doctors, professors and health- 
care experts from 33 countries at the SpaAsia Wellness 
Summit in Manila in October emerged a definition of 
wellness. In the definition, science is included in the 
synergy of mind, body and spirit. 


Spirit of the season 


NOAH MCKAY, MD, American author 
of the book “Wellness at Warp Speed” 
and physician-consultant to the 
emerging medical spa industry, 
stressed the need to bring science 
face-to-face with the spirit, notin a 
confrontational way but in a compas- 
sionate manner. Compassion and care 
will distinguish the “wellness” indus- 
try of spas and health resorts from the 
ickness” industry of hospitals and 
emergency clinics. 

‘Christmas is one fine excuse for 
people to be merry. It could be spiritu- 
al or religious in nature or it could be 
a fulfillment of a need ina life of 
struggle and stress. It was the psy- 


The pursuit of happiness 
as prescribed by Dr. Geraldine Mitton: 


@ Eat well. You are what you eat. Digest, 
assimilate and eliminate. 

Ф Exercise. Walk, dance, swim, stretch, 
breathe. Exercise is the most powerful an- 
tidepressant and creates the happiness. 
hormone—endorphi 

8. Cope with stress. Stress is not 
hat happens to you. It's what you 
doaboutit 

Q2. ве creative. Your thoughts 
‘become your reality through , 
the journey from imagination 2... 
tointuition to intention. — ^ 

Gave a purpose and mis? 75, 
sion in tite, *...tor this isa 
joumey that men make to 
find themselves. If they fall’ 
in this, it doesn't matter 
much else what they find 
- James Michener 

@ serve others. Our great- 
est well-being is dependent 
оп giving and sharing. 

Look up to the example of 
Mother Teresa. 
Forgive. Release toxic 
emotions and set yourselt 
‘ree through forgiveness by \ 
giving up the need to always Vc 
be right. 4 
@ Be grateful. Gratitude is 
tertilzer for the soul 
8i Laugh. Laughter is one of the. 
ew infectious things that cannot 
make you sick 
0. Attain inner peace. 
"ime out, rest, relax and meditate. 
G3. cherish family and friends. 
Be with good people and fellow optimists. 


Ф Don't go to the party hungry lest you 
pig out on the chips, dip, finger foods, 
sweets and highly refined foods. 


©. During the day, have fresh fruits 
and veggies (salad). 
- Fresh so you can have the enzymes to 
help digest the more-than-usual 
amount of food we take in during holi- 
day festivities, which when cooked 
above 42 degrees Celsius, the enzymes 
get destroyed. Grated unripe papaya 
has high amounts of enzyme for better 
digestion. 
- Fresh fruits and veggies also contain 
significant amounts of antioxidants to 
neutralize free radicals from fried or 
microwaved foods normally served 
during Christmas. 


ч 


What we eat 

deeply affects the 

way we think, fee 
and behave. 


chologist Carl Jung who said “we 
need the contrast in order to expe- 
rience the feeling of happiness.” 

For Christians, Christmas is the 
greatest gift bestowed by the Father 
on mankind: the gift of a Master to 
lead through the Light. Mankind 
can be excused if it wants it to be 
both а spiritual odyssey and a mate- 
rial enjoyment. 

For the spiritual, it is a celebration 
of connecting with the Divine that 
enables one to focus on the more es- 
sential albeit invisible 
things about life, not ex- 
cluding miracles, healt 
and happiness. 


ntegrated 
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interconnected. 


Mind, body and heart 
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uring the holidays 


In a season celebrated for the pursuit of happiness in 
the midst of health and environmental challenges, this 
new paradigm on wellness comes as a timely and urgent 


reminder. 


can empower people to 
longevity. 


GERALDINE MITTON, MD, 

apioneer in integrated medicine 
and wellness in South Africa, defines 
happiness as nothing more than good 
health and bad memory. 

How do we measure happiness? 
Neuroscience is only beginning to 
measure brain pleasure. Research 
thus far has shown that there is a 
positive impact on emotional 
health when we “stop and smell the 
flowers.” 

Studies have also shown that Fil- 
ipinos as asmiling people are not do- 

ing badly either in carrying the 
happiness attitude. 
Inher presentation 
at the Wellness 
Summit, 
Mitton 


омо, енгіз 


—Dr Noah 
McKay 


exercise 
Stretch 
Breathe 


Enzyme-ricn 
antioxidant 
fresh fruits 


How not to turn the holidays 
into a diet disaster 


DR. MARIAN ALONZO, a practitioner of natural and integrative medicine of The Farm at San Benito, 
affirms the food philosophy that the Hippocrates health resort espouses: “Let food be your medicine 
and medicine, your food.” 

Our holiday eating traditions lean toward meat-and-cheese platters, sweet desserts, and boozy 
cocktails, if not highly acidic sodas. It is not exactly healthful fare, which is why the holidays are a 
time for dietary disasters if we don’t watch out. 

‘Alonzo shares nutritional tips to prevent the holidays from turning into a diet disaster. Meant for all 
seasons, these are not to make people feel guilty in a time of merrymaking but to emphasize that it is best 
to find enjoyment in the company of family and friends while eating for health rather than enjoyment 
through unhealthy, tempting foods. 


- Vegetables are alkalinizing. These will 
help balance the body's pH which tends 
to be acidic because of acidifying foods 
like meat, chocolates, soda, etc. 

Drink plenty of water 

- Especially when you 
are eating all those. 
Christmas sweets: 
leche flan, rhum 
cake, candies, choco- 
lates, etc. This Is to 


fats in people with sedentary lifestyle. 
-Drink warm water after eating /echon 
and fatty meals. This is to prevent 
absorption of unhealthy substance into 
the bloodstream. 
44: Include seaweeds as soup 
or norisprinkled on salad 
- Seaweeds contain high amounts of 
vitamins and minerals. Minerals are 
necessary for better absorption of 
vitamins 


rate of metabolism. 


15. Eat the good fats 
to counter the bad fats 


wash down the ex- ~ Seaweeds also contain iodine that is 90 of toxin-laden fats. Sources of 
cess sugar before 
glucose enters the Organic greens 


bloodstream, espe- 
cially in diabetics and 
obese individuals. 2 
High amounts of sug- 
ar get converted to“? 


“ 


important for thyroid processes. 
‘The thyroid is the gland responsible for 


- Fats are important in nerve conduc- 
tion and brain functions. Fats are 
used by the body to absorb fat-solu- 
ble vitamins like A, D, E and K. How- 
ever, fats are also storage bins of tox- 
ins. Eat good fat so the body will let 


It has been affirmed that wellness provides the best pre- 
ventive medicine to stress and disease. Learning from it, 


enjoy life and to achieve 


Text and photo illustration by Lynett A. Villariba 


State of mind 


cites the database on “Happiness of 
Nations” of Ruut Veenhoven, profes- 
sor of Happiness Studies at Erasmus 
University in Rotterdam. The 
database showed the Philippines with 
ascore of 6.4 оп a scale of 0 to 10 
Gust behind Singapore's 6.8, and far 
from the bottom rung of Tanzania ас 
3.2) on the question “How much do 
you like the life you are living?" 

Another study, the Happy Planet 
index (combining environmental 
impact or carbon footprint with hu- 
man well-being) measured the envi- 
ronmental efficiency with which 
countries and people live long and 
happy lives. The Philippines came 
out with 59.2, not far from the high- 
est score of Vanuatu at 68, and 
ahead in Asia (including Japan) 
with a ranking of 17th on a list of 
178. The United States got a score of 
28.8 and was in 150th place. 

HAPPY PLANET INDEX 


On asale of0 10 100, 
беши 885 
бшу Se Rank 
Vanuatu 68 1 
Philippines 59.2 7 
Indonesia 58 23 
Ten ба 32 
Malaysia 527 44 
India 43 88 
Japan 42 95 
UK 40.3 105 
USA 28.8 150 
South Aira 27.8156 


Zimbabwe 16 178 


HAPPINESS OF NATIONS. 
Ona scale of Oto 10 
How much do you Ке 
the life you are living? 


TOP Score 
Denmark 82 
Swiss 81 
Austria. 80 
Finland 80 
Iceland. 78 
MIDDLE 


Singapore 68 
Philippines 6.4 


Inda 62 
SouthKorea 55 
mE 


Armenia 33938 
Ukraine 6 
Zimbabwe 33 
Tanzania, 


good fats and oils are virgin coconut 
oil and unheated olive oil, avocados, 
nuts, etc. 

VCO supports thyroid function and is 
ideal for those with hypothyroidism or 
slow metabolism. 

6. Include fiber like vegetables, 
prunes, psyllium husk in your drinks to 
sweep away toxins from the body and 
to aid in bowel 

movement. 
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INQUIRER; TES 


By Jeffrey M. Tupas 
Monkayo, Compostela Valley 


HE ROAD TO SIDE-TWO IS AN 
endless scene of revolting, 
sometimes depressing, acts of 
both human determination and 
the environment—near obliter- 
ation yet struggling to survive. 

It is in the middle of once lush moun- 
tains, now desolate yet still generous to al- 
low people to bask at the remaining thickly 
carpeted mountain range of Agusan and 
Compostela Valley, which has become wit- 
ness to how the Matigsalog people outlast 
days with only mondu (sweet potato) and 
the constant threat of being homeless 
again. 

The eight-kilometer road to the small 
Matigsalog community called Side-Two in 
the village of Naboc is a never-ending walk 
made worse by potholes and horrible sights 
of felled giant trees left rotting on wet soil 
and their standing companions doomed to 
meet the logger's saw. 

Side-Two, run by Datu Dyango Mantiki- 
non, sits on a hilltop overlooking the gold 
rush site of Mount Diwalwal in Gompostela 
Valley. Unlike its noisy neighbor, it is silent 
most of the time, except for the occasional 
whirs of a power generator. 

Yes, the village has a generator, but its 


MATIGSALOG children and mostly women adults join the gift-giving 
activity conducted by students of the University of Mindanao and 


Sagip. 
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YOUNG “lumad” perform the dance of triumph called “bankakaw.” 


CONTRIBUTED PHOTOSMAYTE PALUGA OF UP MINDANAO 


shanties are lit up by gas lamps. The gener- 
ator is, of course, used by its corn mill sta- 
tion donated by the European Union 
through the Aid to the Uprooted People 
Program. 

‘And when the milling station is idle, the 
generator brings life to a 14-inch color TV 
that barely picks a clear signal from the 
Jone channel. Children and adults would 
jam up the villages cooperative store 
where the tube is strategically placed. 


Painful life 

At a glance, one sees no hint of disillu- 
sionment or worry from their faces—sur- 
prising for а community who has gone 
through a painful experience of being often 
pushed to the margins by lowlanders. 

Mantikinon says the people are content- 
ed with what they have. The Matigsalog 
concept of plenty is having each other as 
happy members of the community, he says, 
although they desire for a better life in a 
simple way. They do not wish for material 
things as these strip them of their dignity. 

This is why Mantikinon, through an oral 
order and agreement he had with the tribe, 
never allows them to venture to the city 
during the Christmas season like what oth- 
er communities of “lumad” (indigenous 
people) do. 

“Not one from us left the village to ask for 
Christmas gifts from the Christians in the 
city. This was an order to protect ће lumad 
from being humiliated,” Mantikinon said. 


Feeling insulted 

“Sometimes, it cannot be avoided that 
other people will look down at the lumad 
there are those who get angry at us and 
those who refuse to give even a centavo,” 
hesays. 


:salog village 


“It cannot also be avoided that we feel 
bad and insulted when we don't get good 
treatment. And so instead of wanting to be 
happy during Christmas, we harbor ill feel- 
ings toward others.” 

The people of Side-Two would rather 
starve than beg, the leader says. Solicita- 
tion is not part Of Matigsalog culture for it 
demeans their rich culture. 

Recently, a group of social work stu- 
dents from the University of Mindanao, 
some apprehensive of leaving their com- 
fort zones, gave the tribe a little of what 
they thought had been missing for many 
years. With gifts of used clothing, school 
materials and foodstuff, the students 
brought out smiles from the children and 
adults. 

Accompanying the group were members 
of the Solidarity Action Group for Indige- 
nous People (Sagip), which has been at the 
forefront of helping lumad communities in 
Davao in education, training and human 
rights awareness. 

Tt was one of the rare events when "out- 
siders™ came to give the villagers their 
pinaskuhan. They prefer people coming 
to their village to give gifts rather than the 
lumad begging for these, Mantikinon 
says. 


Humbling effect 

“We are happy that we got all these gifts 
and we are humbled. But we are happier 
that you are able to see us and our situa- 
tion, and feel us. We do not ask for expen- 
sive things because we don't need them ... 
we are grateful that you come to visit us,” 
he says. 

But while he pities the lumad who еп- 
dure the insults and apathy of the Chris- 
tians, Mantikinon says he cannot blame 
them for invading the city streets during 
the holidays. “They really need help as they 
have practically nothing because they no 
longer own their lands ... they do it because 
they need to it." 

“There is just nothing left for the 
lumad. Most of our ancestral lands are 
now under the control of capitalists who 
have turned the once bountiful land to 
mining sites and banana plantations,” he 
says. 

“And the lumad are left hungry and dy- 
ing.” 

Counterinsurgency 

That sorry condition, according to 
Matigsalog resident Sances Antolanan, is 
abetted by the government's counterinsur- 
gency operations. He cites his experiences 
several years ago with soldiers who killed 
one of the tribesmen while pursuing com- 
munist rebels 

“The government is considering the 
lumad its enemy. That is why we are often 
the victims in the government offensives 
against the rebels,” Antolanan, 28, claims, 

He recalls that in 1996, some 50 soldiers 
burned the houses in a nearby village called 
Kalabera (Skeleton) for no apparent rea- 
son. 

A teenager at that time, Antolanan says 
he and his family evacuated toward the riv- 
er with nothing but a small blanket. Their 
crops, he says, were uprooted by the mili- 
tary. 

“These have worsened the situation of 
the lumad. In 2004, government soldiers 
shot us while we were looking for food at 
the forest. We have told them that we were 
not rebels, but they did not stop and this re- 
sulted in the death of one of our relatives,” 
he said. 

Despite all these experiences, Mantiki- 
non stresses how the people in the village 
refuse to bend and remain hopeful that a 
bright future awaits them and their chil- 
dren. 

“What we want to really have this Christ- 
mas are teachers who would be willing to 
teach the lumad children ... we really, really 
need teachers,” he says. Atleast 40 children 
need basic education in the community. 

Right now, Mantikinon says, the people 
are happy with their ways and “they would 
rather that the government do not help 
them if only the government will not also 
harm them.” 
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It's playtime 
and learning 
for these 

preschoolers 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BANI, PANGASINAN—FOR THREE HOURS 
three times a week, preschool children from 
different villages here gather under a mango 
tree, a resident’s house or wherever there is 
space for them to stay. 

It’s playtime for the children, but it is also 
a time for them to learn the ABCs and arith- 
metic, 

Although the town has 31 day care сеп- 
ters in 27 villages, some children live in 
communities far from day care centers or 
elementary schools that offer preschool ed- 
ucation, Grace Taganap, municipal social 
welfare and development officer, said. 

Thus the local government decided to es- 
tablish the supervised neighborhood play 
(SNP), a sort of home or neighborhood- 
based learning for children who cannot 
avail themselves of center-based preschool 
education. 

‘Some of the neighborhood classes are han- 
dled by the mothers themselves who volun- 
teer to teach the children through structured 
games, storytelling, singing or reciting poems. 

Children below 3 years old are given 
crayons and papers by the barangay offi- 
cials, who teach scribbling and coloring. 
‘The older ones have writing lessons to pre- 
pare them for elementary education. 


Volunteer teachers 

Sometimes, the parent-volunteers will 
spread canvas under a shady tree and this 
becomes the instant classroom, Taganap 
said, When the rain comes, they stay inside 
a house for lessons. 

The top qualification of volunteers is 
fondness for children, Taganap said. But 
they are also taught how to make simple 
daily “lesson plans" and submit daily atten- 
dance sheets and class reports. 

The project, which was started in San 
Margarita town in Northern Samar, enables 
the mothers to work at home or engage in 
some income-generating activities while 
their children are under the care of the vol- 
unteers. 

For seven days, Taganap and two parent- 
volunteers went to Western Samar to ob- 
serve and learn how the SNP was being im- 
plemented. The volunteers then trained the 
other mothers who wanted to join the pro- 
gram which was started this school year. 

Ten volunteers handle 80 children from 
the villages of Ranao, San Simon, Dacap 
Sur and Centro Toma. 

But the day care center teachers, who 
handle 930 children, also do outreach 
classes in areas without parent-volunteers. 
Fifteen teachers hold sessions in 15 vil- 
lages, reaching out to 315 children. 

Mayor Marcelo Navarro Jr. said the SNP 
program, one of the town's projects for chil- 
dren, enabled it to win the Ilocos regional 
award as most-child friendly in the catego- 
ry of first- to third-class municipalities. 


Better future 

But he said the local government had been 
implementing programs and projects aimed 
at improving the children’s lives and giving 
them more opportunities fora better future. 

One of the projects is the establishment of 
the child protection unit (CPU), a one-stop 
venue for child-friendly services on investi- 
gation of victims of sexual and other abuses. 
It provides the victims with medico-legal 
services and psychological interventions. 

‘The CPU is composed of a police officer, 
social worker, nurse and a doctor from the 
Department of Health stationed at the rural 
health unit 

“Other towns avail themselves of our 
CPU,” Navarro said. Bani was the second 
town in the country to set up a CPU, the 
first is San Jose, Occidental Mindoro. 

Navarro said the local government also 
established the barangay civil registration 
system to facilitate civil registration of ba- 
bies born in the villages. 

Sometimes, the parents are not able to 
register their children, and problem arises 
when its time for the children to enroll in 
school, Taganap said. 

The children of Bani are already empow- 
ered, too. Forty-five high school and ele- 
mentary children were trained to assert 
their rights and responsibilities. Twenty 
were trained further to facilitate leadership 
and planning workshops in the villages. 

“They become advocates of children's 
rights,” Taganap said. They planned and fa- 
cilitated the municipal children's congress 
in May. 

The children's suggestions were included 
in the planning sessions for the town’s de- 
velopment. 

‘The Bani Children Association uses the- 
ater arts to convey messages to other chil- 
dren about their rights and responsibilities. 


JOLO, SULU—MORE THAN 600 PROVISIONAL TEACHERS 
in various elementary schools here have refused to conduct 


classes since Dec. 4 to prot 
salaries and other benefits. 


Faisal Kadil, secretary of the Sug Ed- 
ucators Forum Inc., said the teachers, 
who are non-passers of the Licensure 
Examination for Teachers (LET), have 
not been paid for seven months now. 

‘The Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM) government had 
allowed non-passers to teach if they 
could secure а Special Permit to Teach 
(SPT) from the Professional Regula- 
tion Commission. 

The system was adopted because of 


THE UNIQUE and native-looking Christmas tree of Ilocos Sur in front of the provincial capitol in Vigan City is made of abel fabric. 


Laguna couple continues gift-giving tradition Firecracker blast 


CALAMBA CITY—DESPITE BEING 
robbed recently and mauled last 
year, a philanthropist couple in 
Calamba City is not stopping its reg- 
ular commitment to feed the poor- 
est of the poor in selected areas in 
Laguna at Christmas. 

The trader-lawyer and his wife, 
who want to remain unknown to 
their poor beneficiaries, told the IN- 
QUIRER that they would continue to 
share their blessings to the poor be- 
cause despite all the terrible trials in 
their lives, God continued to show- 
er them, their family and livelihood 
with immense blessings. 

According to a police report, at 
about 9:40 p.m. on Oct. 6, armed 
men held up the spouses and divest- 
ed them of their earnings amount- 
ing to Р2.5 million in cash and an 
undetermined amount of jewelry. 

The police report added that one 
of the suspects mauled the husband 
before fleeing. 


est the non-payment of their 


the shortage of teachers in the re- 
gion 

Kadil said instead of addressing 
the problem on the non-payment of 
their salaries, the ARMM govern- 
ment have even branded them as 
“ghost teachers.” 

“We were surprised about them 
calling us “ghost employees” when 
we have been teaching even before 


the ARMM was created,” Kadil said. 
There was no time when they 


The husband said these trials had 
given them insights and had broad- 
ened their horizon about the tem- 
porariness of life. 

But, he said, their practice of 
feeding the neediest families in se- 
lected areas in Laguna this Christ- 
mas will push through. 

‘They were preparing about 2,500 
food packages needed for “noche 
buena” for 2,500 poor families in 
the province. 

Among the villages that will re- 
ceive goodies and food items for 
their “noche buena” meals this 
‘Tuesday are the barangays of Pansol 
and Aplaya in Calamba City and 
SanGabriel in San Pablo City. 

Squatter families in other de- 
pressed parts of Calamba City and 
several selected areas in the province 
and in Quezon will also be beneficia- 
ries of their Christmas sharing. 

Tn previous years, the couple also 
gave food, Christmas presents and 


Jolo teachers boycott cl 


stopped teaching as shown by their 
service records, he added. 

There was also no clear announce- 
ment from the ARMM government that 
they were no longer needed, Kadil said. 

The protest have caused concern 
from parents. 

Noel Mendoza, a native of Zam- 
boanga who works as maintenance 
staff at the Notre Dame of Jolo College 
here, said he could not understand 
why the ARMM government was in- 
different to the teachers’ plight. 

The newly formed Concerned Par- 
ents Association here, has written sep- 
arate letters to the Sulu Schools Di 


ASSES 


But ARMM Solicitor General Frances 
Cynthia Guiani-Sayadi said the prob- 
lem was that the appointments of the 
teachers have already expired. 

She said under the rules of the Civil 
Service Commission, provisional 
teachers given SPTs could only be em- 
ployed for five years unless they man- 
aged to pass the LET. 

"Despite the lack of attested appoint- 
ments and temporary teaching per- 
mits, some of the terminated teachers 
refused to understand and continued 
to report to their classrooms in the 
hope of enjoying the usual leniency of 
past officials of the ARMM govern- 


sion Superintendent and the ARMM 
government to address the problem, 


goodies to villagers in Victoria and 
Pangil towns. 

The couple reminded the parish 
priests and contact persons in those 
beneficiary areas to see to it that 
those who are most needy are given 
topmost priority in receiving the 
packages that are prepared by the 
couple themselves. 

‘The couple started this tradition 
because they were grateful to God 
for helping them recover a year af- 
ter they lost millions in a big fire. 

This time around, they expressed 
their gratitude to God for giving them 
another lease on life despite the terri- 
ble ordeal they underwent two 
months ago and last year’s Christmas 
Day mauling of the husband. 

The spouses, however, said they had 
learned a lot from the double incidents 
making them now doubly vigilant. 

He said he would leave the matter 
ofjusticeto God. Romulo O. Ponte, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Soldiers beat charcoal-maker, says group 


“TAGUM CITY—A CHARCOAL-MAK- 
er who was arrested by soldiers on 
Dec. 12, along with three others on 
suspicion of being communist rebels, 
was found alive with stab wounds on 
various parts of his body. 

Kelly Delgado, secretary general 
of Karapatan in Southern Min- 
danao, yesterday said Renante Ro- 
magos, 29, was now being treated 
ina government hospital. 

Delgado said Romagos and three 
other persons were arrested by 
‘Scout Rangers lin Barangay Casoon 
in Monkayo, Compostela Valley. 

The three others were identified 
as Daniel Matinood alias Banood, 
Rolando Turo alias Lando, and Pablo 
Turo alias Pablo. 

But while the three suspected 
rebels were endorsed to the local 
police, the soldiers decided to keep 
Romagos with them, Delgado said. 

Lt. Gerwin | Maghuyop, 
spokesperson of the Army's 28th In- 
fantry Battalion, confirmed bring- 
ing the three suspected rebels to the 


Monkayo police station. 

But he said Romagos was not 
turned over to their custody. 

“The units’ (Rangers) officials 
asked me to bring the three to the 
Monkayo police,” he said. 

Delgado said based on their in- 
terview with Romagos, the soldiers 
brought him to Barangay Hamigui- 
tan, also in Monkayo on Dec. 16. 

“There, they took turns in beat- 
ing and stabbing him. Then they left 
him for dead,” he said. 

When the soldiers left, Delgado 
said Romagos sought help from 
some residents who brought him to 
ahospital. 

“By sheer will power, Romagos 
survived. When the soldiers left, he 
slowly got up and looked for help. 
He found a house where he asked 
for help,” Delgado said. 

He said Karapatan will pursue 
charges against the Scout Ranger 
soldiers, who allegedly abdt <d 
and tried to kill the charcoal-maker. 

The Toure tried bur failed то 


get comments from the Scout 
Rangers in Monkayo. 

Maghuyop said he could nor 
comment on the charges against 
the Scout Rangers because it is a 
separate unit from the 29th IB. 

“They have coordinated with us 
[for the conduct of the operation] 
but we do not have control and 
knowledge of their concept of oper- 
ations on the ground,” he said. 

In Surigao del Sur, the chair of the 
human rights group Karapatan in 
the province has decided to go into 
hiding because of fear for his safety. 

Rev. Modesto Villasanta Jr. said the 
58th IB has intensified the black pro- 
paganda against him by circulating 
leaflets, which depicted him as a 
communist. 

The military was not available for 
immediate comment. 

A teacher at the Diatagon Catholic 
High School said the soldiers entered 
classrooms and handed the leaflets to 
the students. Frinston Lim and Chris 
V Panganiban, Inquirer Mindanao 


ment,” Sayadisaid. Еа General, In- 
quirer Mindanao 
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hurts passerby 


CEBU--ONE PERSON WAS SLIGHTLY IN- 
jured and two houses were damaged when 
firecrackers exploded early yesterday morning 
in Sido Radar, Babag 2, Lapu-Lapu City, an 
area known as the firecracker capital of Cebu. 

Chief Insp. Ricardo Cornello, head of the 
Bureau of Fire Protection in Lapu-Lapu 
City, identified the victim as Ronnie Espa- 
cio, who had burns and abrasions in his 
right shoulder and head 

Espacio was passing by the area when 
the explosion occurred, he added. 

The jalousies, walls and the doors of two 
houses located several feet from the shanty 
were destroyed because of the impact of 
the explosion, Cornello said. 

Bureau of Fire Protection officials identified 
the owner of the shed as Virgie Bensi, an unli- 
censed firecracker maker, who immediately 
ran away after the explosion, Cornello said. 

“She is not allowed by law to manufacture 
firecrackers because she is not licensed. She 
has no permit and worse is she is doing it in a 
place not designated under the law,” he said. 

Cornello said Bensi was inside the shed 
cutting the wick of a firecracker when it 
suddenly sparked. 

Bensi threw the firecracker away in panic 
bur it exploded instead after hitting a stack 
of chemicals and other firecracker para- 
phernalia, the fire official said. 

The shed is situated in a vacant lot but is sur- 
rounded by residential houses only a few feet 
away. Jolene К. Bulambot, Inquirer Visayas 
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materials has been confined to public plazas in 
Hoilo City. BEN DA MACENINOURERVENAS 
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lad word forit,” Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- documentis true then it would certain- attempt that fizzled after Ms Arroyode- Lim, a former Scout Ranger regi- 

lez told the INgumer ina phone interview... ly be investigated by the DOJ. clared a national tate ofemergency. ment commander, and Trillanes, a for- 
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is in a quandary about the existence of seen the document despite Esperon’s paper really exists, Gonzalez said that forces officers to withdraw support hearing on Nov. 29, took over the 
the so-called "Diamond Statement” claim that the DOJ had investigated he did not think Esperon would make from Ms Arroyo in a failed bid to ignite Manila Peninsula Hotel and called for 
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President Macapagal-Arroyo last year. боп by reporters about it, when he was asked on Friday about thedocument recovered from the partie- mysterious document on. his retire- 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jt, Armed e Lacson’s claim that theextension ofthe ipantsofthe February failed attempt. ment on Feb. 9. 

Forces of the Philippines chief of staff, Investigation AFP chief's term, which expires when Не said the document describes | Lacson has denied knowledge of the 

told reporters about the mysterious босс — "Um not aware of it. Ihave not seen he reaches the mandatory retirement “changes of structures and leadership “Diamond Statement” and questioned the 


ument which he said he had seen. Esper- it," said Gonzalez, However, he said age of 56, would demoralize the ranks, and named a leader who would takeover motives of Esperon in tagging him in the. 

on said Lacson's name was in the paper, that it was possible the document was “Не doesnt like me,” Esperon replied if Ms Arroyo was overthrown in the same — failed coup plot after almost two years. 

which he indicated outlined plans fora already in his department but that it at the sidelines of the AFP's 72nd way that Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim and Sen. The senator also denied participat- 

transition government. had not reached his desk yet. founding anniversary Then Esperon Antonio Trillanes IV were mentioned in . ing in an unconstitutional move to top- 
“Tm trying to check it, taking Еерегоп Не said if Esperon’s claim about the talked about the February 2006 coup their statement at the Manila Реп. ple the present administration. 


Mrs Esperon 
tells Inquirer: 
‘I forgive you’ 


By Nikko Dizon and Fe Zamora 


THE CONTROVERSIAL WIFE OF MILITARY 
chief of staff Hermogenes Esperon Jr. yes- 
terday said she has “forgiven” the INQUIRER 
for writing what she felt were scathing 
news reports against her. 

“Is Christmas time and I forgive you,” 
Lorna Esperon told the INQUIRER. 

The encounter with Mrs. Esperon took 
place on Friday at a cocktail reception 
marking the 72nd Founding Anniversary of 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
at the commissioned officers’ clubhouse at 
Camp Aguinaldo. 

‘At the same time, Mrs. Esperon took the 
opportunity to clarify various reports and 
rumors about her that have been making 
the rounds of media and military circles. 

Tt was not true, she said, that she boasted 
that her husband’s term as Armed Forces 
chief of staff was sure to be extended by 
President Arroyo, 


Vacation in Ilocos 

“We've already planned our vacation af- 
ter his retirement. I want to bring our 
daughters to Ilocos," she said. 

At least three sources told the INQUIRER 
that Mrs. Esperon had been heard in social 
gatherings talking about her husband's 

But in the story published last Dec. 17, 
the general had defended his wife, saying 
she would not do such a thing. 

Esperon is set to retire on Feb. 9 next year 
when he turns 56, the mandatory retire- 
ment age for military servicemen. 

Mrs. Esperon, a medical doctor, first be- 
came the subject of controversy after it was 
reported that she had “bawled out"—mili- 

? : ЖАЗ } pr i tary parlance for a dressing down—the 

Шарасы лың 3 PANGET > parish priest of the St. Ignatius де Loyola 

sis Е 2 2 Cathedral at Camp Aguinaldo for failing to 

mention the Marine soldiers killed in Basi- 
Jan in his homily last August. 

Mrs. Esperon told the Inquirer she had 

May — sa pagreload via GCASH! _scoppedatending Mass ar the cathedral af. 


ter her story came out. 


Loud hoarse voice 
^ Shesaid that while she did get upset over. 
the omission of the slain soldiers’ names in 
QU өе j (4! the Mass, she did not yell at Msgr. Albert 
6 Songco. She reiterated her earlier explana- 
tion that she spoke loudly because her voice 

o B was hoarse that day. 
Y Cu f ul D | Mrs. Esperon said she actively promotes 
1% J е welfare projects for soldiers and their fami: 
Э lies. 


Ina talk with defense reporters, she once. 


GCASH lets you conveniently load any Globe prepaid phone, described herself as the “Mother Teresa" of 


% while giving you back 10% of the amount you loaded. the AFP; at another time, a “silent worker.” 
М 1 “I think T am a nice person. 1 am a bright 
Para laging TYT ang barkada! girl because I topped my recent Diplomate. 


That's why my friends cannot understand 
why I have become the subject of such in- 
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Belen exhibit opens San Beda museum 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


THE TABLEAU WAS A CURIO- 
sity: Instead of donkeys and 
lambs, a polar bear, a seal and a 
penguin stood around the 
manger, looking at the infant 
swaddled in white. 

Three grade school boys 
pressed their noses to the glass 
case and gasped at the sight. 

In a small but brightly lit 
space, the birth of the Infant Je- 
sus was depicted in different 
ways. Many students flocked to 
see, for example, an Alaskan 
version of the Nativity scene. 

“Sometimes, we hear the kids 
say, ‘I love the museum! That 
really means a lot,” said curator 
Joseph Renta of the San Beda 
College Alabang (SBCA) muse- 
um in Muntinlupa City. 

The ongoing International 
Christmas Cribs exhibit at the 
museum features 19 miniature 
belen (Nativity or manger 
scene) from Europe, Asia, parts 
of Africa and the United States. 

Тһе items on display are 
owned by lawyer Asuncion 
Kalalo who said she has about 
350 belen of various sizes, 
heights and materials—all on 
display in her home at Barangay 
Ayala Alabang. 

Different belen line the hall- 
way of her house, from the liv- 
ing room to the dining room. 
The smaller ones are displayed 
in glass cases. 

“Tve lost count of them, real- 
Iy” she laughed when asked 
about the exact figure. She also 
declined to give an estimate of 
the value of her collection, jok- 


FROM Italy, abelen 
crafted out of 
volcanic ash taken 
from Mt. Vesuvius. 


A CROWD favorite: The belen from Alaska shows a seal, a polar bear and penguins 


ingly saying that thieves might 
take an interest. 

"For an art collector, the items 
you accumulate through the 
years are priceless," she said. 

Kalalo, a friend of Renta's, 
decided to lend 19 of her 350 or 
so pieces to the museum for the. 
Christmas exhibit. This is the 
first time part of her collection 
has been put on public display. 

The SBCA museum was inau- 
gurated early this month, one of 
the events leading to the 
school’s 35th anniversary cele- 
bration next year. 

The cribs exhibit has attract- 
ed mostly children to the quiet 
museum. 

"The smiles of the children, 
their laughter as they peek at 
the display are more than 
enough compensation for me. 


After all, Christmas is for the 
children," Renta said. 

The museum receives at least 
100 visitors a day, mostly stu- 
dents who want to see 
rare Nativity scenes 
from all over the 


world. 
Of the 19 on 
display three 


are from the 
Philippines. 

The others come 
from Kenya, Italy, % 
Thailand, El Sal- 


the United States, 
Venezuela, 
Czechoslovakia, 
Peru, Mexico and Spain. 

While Christmas is not ob- 
served in some of these coun- 
tries, Kalalo said each nation 


ANOTHER Philippine-made belen made of wood. А WOODEN belen from El Salvador. 


AGOURD from Peru. 


ing the Baby Jesus. 


was able to express the nuances 
of their culture through an 
“alien” festivity. 

“What is important is that 
any work of art is appre- 
ciated by all kinds of 
faiths. Even those 


who are not 
Catholic ог 
Christian can in- 
terpret the birth 


of Jesus accord- 
ing to their cul- 
ture,” she said. 
The collector 
added, “When I de- 
cide to collecta 
piece, 1 do so 
because of the 
art, the way of interpretation, 
and not because of the price.” 
The Mexican belen, for exam- 
ple, features a “tree of Ше" in 


A CERAMIC belen from the United States 
which depicts the Holy Family anda 
shepherd as snowmen. 


terra cotta, The crib from Kenya 
shows a dark-skinned Blessed 
Family. 

Black volcanic ash from the 
famous Mt. Vesuvius in Pompeii 
and glitter are used in the Nativ- 
ity figurines from Italy. 

The Philippines three ex- 
hibits are made of wood, straw 
and other native materials. 

Highlighting the Pinoy cul- 
ture, St. Joseph carries a wood 
en rake instead of a staff while 
the Infant Jesus and the Virgin 
Mary are dressed in camisa de 
chino and baro't saya. 

Another Filipino helen shows 
the Holy Family riding a native 
cart. 

Renta then laughingly point 
ed out the American version. 
While the traditional characters 
are present, the ceramic faces 
have the tiny black eyes and 
long nose of a snowman. 

“They are made of different 
materials, and although they 
may have different touches, the 
three main characters are al 
ways there,” Kalala said. 

While the crib exhibit will run 
only until Jan. 27, family and close 
friends visit Kalalo's Ayala Alabang 
home to view the bigger sets. 

Kalalo maintains separate 
collections of various images 
and tableaux of the Last Supper. 
as well as different Christian 
crosses that the museum plans 
to borrow for its Lenten exhibit 

She said collecting Christian an 
has become a spiritual journey 
not only for her, but for those who 
visit and appreciate her exhibit 
“Its for the spiritual experience 
and also to see how each country 
interprets the birth of “Chris 
through miniature art,” she said. 


Go-to person has been holding office at McDo for 20 years 


By Ross Harper-Alonso 
Contributor 


AT 7 AM., THE SOUND OF 
music from a church in Green- 
belt, Makati City, casts a tran- 
quil spell in the park. 

The church hymns signal the 
start of the morning Mass, and 
Josephina Jojo” Gonzales slips 
quietly into her favorite pew be- 
hind the altar of the circular 
building. 

Dressed in a faded polo shirt 
and pair of jeans, she sits alone 
with a somber look. It is soon re- 
placed with a smile as she 
greets regular churchgoers, 
mostly office workers and con- 
dominium residents. 

Assoon as the priest gives the 
final blessings, Jojo walks over 
to the McDonalds outlet in front 
of the Asian Institute of Man- 
agement. 


Gofer 

"Tfeel like I want to have pan- 
cakes,” mused a kindly faced 
gentleman. “I had that yester- 
day so I'm deciding between the 
corned beef and longganisa 
meal,” his friend beside him 
said. 

“If you two can't make up 
your minds, I'm going to ask Jo- 
jo to just bring us three Mc- 
Muffins and coffee,” replied an- 
other man. 

“Jojo, can you line up for our 
orders please. Our legs are a lit- 
tle stiff. Get what you want, but 
don’t forget to get our dis- 
counts, Keep the change,” he 


added as he handed her a Р500 
bill. 

After repeating their orders, 
Jojo thanked him and headed 
for the counter. To her, these se- 
nior citizens, or “the coffee 
boys” as they are 
fondly called, aren’t 
just cus- 
tomers—they are al- 
so her favorite clien- 
tele. 

For 20 years, from 
7:30 a.m. to 5 pm. 
every day, this Mc- 
Donalds branch has 
been Jojo's unofficial 
“office” where she 
has managed to 
carve out a special 
business niche. 

"Irun errands and 
do odd jobs for the people who 
come here daily,” she explained. 
“I have a group of businessmen, 
bank clerks and retirees who I 
assist. On some days, they need 
me to pay their phone or credit 
card bills, deliver flowers and 
documents. Sometimes, they 
send me to Divisoria with mon- 
ey and a list of things to buy. You 
can say I'm a messenger of some 
sort, except I don't receive a 
salary from anyone, only tips. I 
make enough in a month to rent 
a room in Pasay, contribute to 
the water bill, buy food and to 
pay for my fare to come here.” 

“Many of the regulars who 
come here have known Jojo for 
years,” said Ramon Moreno, а 
Makati resident. 

She has become a reliable 


friend. We try to watch out for 
her the best way we can as long 
as it doesn't seem like she is a 
charity case. She'll only accept 
something in exchange for 
work,” he added. 

“Some CEOs have 
offered Jojo jobs in 
the past but she 
chose to stay here. 
Its apparent the ca- 
maraderie and 
pleasant conversa- 
tions make her hap- 
py,” Moreno said. 

Although Jojo 
joins in the merri- 
‘ment, she has main- 
tained a degree of 
formality with ev- 
eryone she deals 
with and has been 
careful not to make a nuisance 
of herself. Her polite manners 
and vocabulary indicate a prop- 
ег upbringing rooted in tradi- 
tional values 

This was clear when Jojo un- 
knowingly participated in 
Readers Digests Honesty Test 
early this year. She went out of 
her way to find the owner of a 
brand new cell phone re- 
searchers left intentionally on 
the floor near an escalator. 

When asked why she didn't 
just keep the phone, she 
replied: “I don't have money, 
but I wasn't raised to take any- 
thing that isn't mine.” 

This wasn't only simple and 
unpretentious. It also revealed 
something about Jojo's private. 
life. Her Castilian features come 


from her fathers side of the 
family He was a Spaniard 
named Jose Manuel Gonzales 
who left Jojo, then only three 
years old, her paternal 
grandfather after her mother 
died. 

Jojo's father remarried and 
she saw him and her half sisters 
only once until her father 
passed away in Baguio. 

After her grandfather died, 
her fathers relatives took ad- 
vantage of her naiveté, turning 
her out of the house and forcing 
her to live on her own. 

Jojo then took оп several 
jobs, including a one-year stint 
as a cabin attendant for Air 
Manila in the 705 but none of 
them lasted for some reason. 


Complicated and painful 

“I don't like talking about my 
life because its too complicated 
and painful,” she admitted. 
“That's the past and even if Pm 
alone, I'm lucky to meet people 
like my best friend Dolores who 
has helped me through the 
years. Dolores was the cook in 
the carinderia where I used to 
eat,” Jojo said. 

"I had no place to stay and 
she gave me food and a place to 
sleep. I earned my keep by 
cleaning and helping in the 
kitchen. Dolores now works in 
Jeddah but I still rent a room in 
the house where her husband 
and children live. I'm the god- 
mother of her daughter,” she 


Jojo met Rey de 


JOJO GONZALES: She runs errands, shops for other people and 


delivers flowers, among other tasks. 


Guzman, -the flower vendor 
Metro featured early this year. 

For 27 years, Rey sold flowers 
at the intersection of Pasay 
Road and Makati Avenue and 
managed to send his five chil- 
dren to school with his earn- 
ings. The eldest is now a lawyer 
while the two others are teach- 
ers. 

Rey wanted to meet Jojo to 
help her out, the same way his 
many friends helped him 
through lean times. The idea, he 
said, came from a movie called 
“Pay it Forward” about a boy 
who taught people that random 
kindness should be passed on to 
the next person and that one 
good deed deserves another. 

“Who else would help Jojo 
but someone like me who also 
went through hardship but was 
able to rise above it with the 


комит 


help of other people,” Rey said 

When Jojo isn't attending to 
other people's needs, one finds het 
clearing tables or siring peacefull 
in one comer of the fast food outlet 
doing the crossword puzzle. 

és a heart-wrenching story. 
but itis also one about the heal 
ing, redemptive power of 
friendship. When she flashes 
her childlike smile, one catches 
a glimpse of the acceptance and 
compassion that has helped her 
through painful times. 

Jojo is proud that she has 
learned to stand on her own 
earning respect in the process 
She reminds us this Christmas 
that even if life throws you a 
curve ball, the satisfaction of an 
honest day's work and knowing 
you've made someone's life bet 
ter, no matter how small, is 
enough for one to be grateful. 

. 


v 


all worthwhile." 


27 “I LOOK up to OFWs for their self- 
lessness. Being separated from their 
families is not easy. But | guess, 
knowing that they're doing this to. 
secure their family's future makes it 


ALFRED VARGAS, December 2007 
"This section is dedicated to Filipinos overseas toiling on land and at sea, in 


TALES MOTHER NEVER TOLD 


Solitary holidays . 


By Ninotchka Rosca 
Contributor 


Thanksgiving Day rolls 


EW YORK—THE SEASON BEGINS IN LATE 
Nee: when 


around, and lasts till New Year's Day—a time 
when everyone seems to go around shrieking “yes, you 
can go home again!”, with the city emptying in between 
bouts of shopping and parties, airplanes taking off and 
landing virtually every 10 minutes, highways clogged 
with cars, buses, trucks, as millions undertake the great 
migration, like salmons swimming upstream. 


Ironically, телі migrants re- 
main stationary, buffeted by 
winds of homesickness and ех- 
treme alienation, while serving 
golden brown turkey to their em- 
ployers’ families or spraying the 
tree with fake snow and remem- 
bering how, in the archipelago, 
one looked at those pretty Christ- 
mas cards, thinking how lovely 
the winter scenery was, but not 
really understanding what it was 
all about, in the context of this 
land half-a-globe away. 


Kin want more money 
Rosario, 42, worked from 
November to February, no day- 
off, trying to alleviate guilt and 
homesickness by remitting ev- 
ery cent she made, keeping on- 
ly enough for rent, transporta- 
tion and food. That didn’t help 
at all; the windfall must have 
driven her relatives crazy, she 
said, since from that moment 
on, not a single day passed 
without а text message for 
more money. Mona, 43, wept 
every night, going about the 
household chores the following 
day with swollen eyes and 
clogged sinuses. Telephone 
bills quadrupled, as the over- 
seas worker clung to faraway 
voices, hoping to keep from 
disintegrating emotionally. 
Mona came from Cavite, 
where Christmas was noisy, the 
streets thronged with people, 
the air full of anticipation. “In 
Warren, New Jersey, which was 
practically the boondocks, 1 
swear I saw only one per- 
son--just one—pass in front of 
the house all throughout the 
season. It was culture shock. I 
cried and cried.” She could 
take just about anything, even 
the $250 per month instead of 
the promised $900; the vitu- 
peration and the physical in- 
sults—batuhin ka ba naman ng 
maduming damit sa mukhat— 
but the "dead-ma" Christmas 
was just too much. “That in- 
spired me to escape,” she said 
—which took some courage as 
her employer worked for immi- 
gration. "No exchange gifts, no 
noche buena and what more, 


not even a Christmas tree!” 


7,000 Fil 
‘An estimated 7,000 Filipinas 
and a sprinkling of Filipinos work 
ав domestics in the tri-state area 
of Connecticut, New Jersey and 
New York, making up 10 percent 
of the estimated 70,000 total do- 
mestic workers. Statistics are es- 
timates because roughly be- 
tween 60 percent-70 percent are 
undocumented. In truth, US La- 
bor Statistics estimates that a full 
20 percent of the 12 million “ile- 
gals” in the country are em- 
ployed by private households— 
meaning, they clean, cook and 
care for the children. Mona's em- 
ployer even demanded that she 
get a drivers license so she could 
chauffeur the family around. 
Working, on the other hand, 
only kept one busy, on one's feet 
the whole day, shifting the 
weight of homesickness in one's 
heart from side to side, to keep it 
from becoming overwhelming. 
“Even though you're with the 
family” said Rosario, “well, 
theyre really not your family 
They're not blood kin. Isn't that 
what we mean when we say ka- 
mag-anak? The child of someone 
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of your blood. So I just think of 
Thanksgiving or Christmas or 
New Year as just another party, 
with special menus.” Once, the 
season got so painful that she 
tried to convince her employerto 
wake the children up at midnight 
to open gifts instead of on Christ- 
mas morning. "I offered to make 
midnight dinner, you know, ala- 
Pinoy I even wrote down the 
menu: Chinese ham, queso de 
bola, cocoa, pan Americano, 
leche flan ... And I said no over- 
time pay libre. They thought that 
was weird; that I was being 
weird.” That was the last time 
she thought of teaching her em- 
ployer family something about 
being Filipino. 
When Christmas begins 
‘Actually, Rosario confessed, for 
her, the season actually begins in 
‘September: “Iam already thinking 
box—what to put in it, 
what would make the kids scream 
with joy, make them think of me 
with warmth, with love and grati- 


and just plain more. “I started with 
one balikbayan box; Fm now up to 
five. But my friend holds the 
record, I think; she sends home 30 
boxes every year” What does one 
put in the box? ‘Anything and ev- 
erything. A little luxury. Something 
one doesn't have on a daily basis. 
Then mix in practical gifts, like 
towels, underwear, slippers ... 1 
barely shop for myself. My clothes 
are hand-me-downs from my em- 
ployer” On Christmas eve, which 
‘would be Christmas Day already in 
the Philippines, she would call 
home and join long-distance in the 
ritual of the opening of the boxes. 


Editor Gerry Lirio 
factories, in construction sites and in the homes of the world, and wherever work can be contracted to secure a better 


for their tamil 
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ise are their stories. 


A DOMESTIC worker holds up a protest flyer while speaking about her experience with an American 


employer. 


“I cay every time. Para akong tan- 
ga, humahagulgol sa telepono.” 
No pity party 

То break this state of isolation, 
the Damayan Migrant Workers 
Association holds an annual 
gathering for Filipino domestic 
workers sometime between 
‘Thanksgiving Day and Christmas 
Day. Over a hundred always 
show up for the event, which is 
renowned for what one called 
“wall-to-wall” buffet. Many of 
the organization's 300 members 
volunteer to cook for the gather- 
ing: the organization coordinates 
the menu and also provides some 
of the expenses, as cooking for a 
hundred-plus can be costly. This 
year, there were 35 dishes and it 
looked like the members were 
competing to show who could 
cook what best. The menu was 
Filipino all the way, from kare- 


Abe 


47$ d 


SINING Pandayan, a theater group of youth and domestic workers, performs at a Christmas party hosted by Damayan Migrant Workers Association. 


kare to guinataang tilapia. 

Music, dancing and conversa- 
tion were the main features but 
there was a program, too, creat- 
ed and presented by the domes- 
tic workers themseives, to pre- 
vent this holiday gathering from 
becoming a “pity party.” Mona 
participated in the “street the- 
ater” portion of the program. “I 
just helped hold up this piece of 
cloth that we used to cover these 
capitalists,” she said. This direct 
participation of migrant workers 
in a program, before an audi- 
ence, was a breakthrough, ac- 
cording to the organization, 
since the “undocumented” was 
always reluctant to be in the 
limelight and out of fear, used to 
hiding, to not being visible. 
Highly literate domestics 

As varied as the food was, so 
were the domestic workers. Some 


руке 
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had UP doctorates; Carmen, who 
‘worked asa nanny and housekeep- 
ex having adjusted her status, was 
now a professor at Brooklyn Col- 
lege, on the strength of her Ph. D. 
in veterinary medical research. Still 
others had been life-long domestic 
"workers, like Nora, who became а 
domestic worker at the age of 12 at 
Subic Base, worked in Hong Kong 
for 10 years and has spent another 
10 in the US. She is over 60 years 
old and plan to retum to the Philip- 
pines permanently soon. 


Lightin darkness 

Mona herself went to college and 
was working in a factory but lost her 
job when her entire union was 
оске out. Despite an intense. job 
search, she was unemployed for two 
years before leaving the Philippines. 
‘An only child, she had to sustain her 
mother who was getting onin years 
and needed medical attention. Her 
father had passed away when she 
was 17 years old. "I cannot say if 
leaving was worth it or noc" she 
said. “Ican only say Thad no choice.” 
She has no direct relatives in the US 
but has managed to find a Filipino 
household to share. "T rent a room 
and at Christmas time, we try to cel- 
ebratelke Filipinos,” she said. 

‘The Damayan annual gathering 
brings her something more than just 
socials, She found one part of the 
program most edifying: the testi- 
monies of those whose cases (most- 
ly for unpaid wages) had been re- 
solved successfully This year, three 
women related their stories. “Listen- 
ing to such vicories, I see a Іше 
light in the darkness,” Mona said. “If 
I think over my life, I would say that 
Thad gone through such struggles as 
are not normal for a woman. So I 
hear these other women and am re- 
minded that, at leas, there is help 
for us. May matatakbuhan, if any- 
thing untoward happens” It was 
the best gift for the season. 


CHRISTMAS IS THE BUSIEST 
time of the year for Filipinos 
traveling back to the Philip- 
pines. Most of those balik- 
bayans prepare their trip sev- 
eral months before their in- 
tended departure so they can 
obtain a leave of absence from 
their places of employment. 
Unfortunately, there are some 
who can't come back home 
even if they want to celebrate 
Christmas here in the Philip- 
pines. 


LIFE Act 

Estella, a fourth grader, re- 
ceived news that her mom 
was finally approved for her 
US immigrant petition. Ac- 
cording to an earlier e-mail 
she received from her mom, 
Estella would get to spend 
Christmas 2007 with her 
mom. Last week, Estella re- 
ceived an updated news that 
her mom will still not be able 
to come home for Christmas. 

Estella is sad. She has not 
seen her mom for seven years. 
She has been under the cus- 


Why mom will not be home this Christmas 


tody of her maternal grandma 
since her mom left. 

Estella has been living with 
her grandma since her mom left 
the Philippines for the United 
States in 2000. The mother has 
been working as a caregiver tak- 
ing care of developmentally-dis- 
abled children in a residential 
care facility in California. The 
mother left for the US in June 
2000 using her tourist visa. 

In December 2000, then Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton signed into law 
the Legal Immigration and Fam- 
ily Equity (LIFE) Act of 2000 
which allowed those who were 
physically present in the US as of 
December 2000 to adjust their 
status as legal permanent resi- 
dents. Those who were to bene- 
fit under this LIFE Act were ben- 
eficiaries of either family ог em- 
ployment petitions filed before 
‘April 30, 2001. 

‘There were thousands of Fil- 
ipinosin the health care industry 
who took advantage of the LIFE 
‘Act of 2000. Many of our 
kababayans in the US were peti- 
tioned as “caregivers” by health 
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number of years before final ap- 
proval. 


Other workers 

US employment visas are cat- 
egorized into three starting from 
the first preference EB1 “priority 
worker”, the EB2 “advanced de- 
gree professionals”, and, the 
EB3 “skilled workers” or “other 
workers.” There are a total of 
120,000 visas per year allocated 
to these categories. 

There are fewer applicants 
under the EBl and EB2 cate- 
gories (which have higher edu- 
cation and skills requirement) 
than those in the EB3 category. 
The subcategories for the EB3 


visas are the “skilled workers,” 
“professionals” and “other work- 

ers” Under the ЕВЗ “other” 
workers” category are those 

workers whose jobs require less 

than two years of education or 

experience. The caregivers fall 

under this category For the 

month of December 2007, only 

petitions with priority dates of 

October 2001 are being pro- 

cessed. This means that there is 

a long backlog of cases and only 

petitions filed in 2001 are being 

issued the green cards, 

In 2001, the process of obtain- 
ing a labor certification was 
through a regular processing 
which took several years before 
being certified by the US Depart- 
ment of Labor. It was only this 
year that the Backlog Elimina- 
tion Center of the US Depart- 
ment of Labor finally decided on 
several hundred thousands of 
applications filed in 2001. 

Estella's mom, a caregiver, is 
one of the beneficiaries of an 
EBS petition filed by her US em- 
ployer. It was only in. March 
when she received her labor cer- 


tification approval She then 
filed the necessary papers with 
the US Immigration Service in 
July 2007 to obtain her green 
card. ' 

Estella's mom was told that it 
would still take several more 
months before her application 


: сар be approved due to the fact 


that there were about 300,000 
employment-based applications 
filed in July 2007. 


Processing delay 

‘There are several reasons for 
the delay in processing of green 
card applications based on an 
employment petition. First, it 
must be understood that there is 
a perennial backlog of visas un- 
der the EB3 “other workers” cat- 
egory especially from petitioners 
in China, India and the Phili 
pines; Secondly, the labor certifi- 
cations processed under a regu- 
lar processing has just conclud- 
ed most of the applications filed 
in 2001; and thirdly, the immi- 
gration system gives priority to 
extraordinary ability aliens un- 
der фе ЕБІ first preference 


rather than the “unskilled” or 
“other workers.” 


Long wait 

There are several thou- 
sends of mothers, fathers, 
brothers and sisters who have 
pending petitions with the US 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Service who can't come home 
to the Philippines until they 
actually receive their green 
cards. They have invested 
time and resources into the 
process and it may take a little 
while longer before their 
green cards are finally issued. 
Most of those who are affect- 
ed by the long processing de- 
lays are suffering the adverse. 
effects of separation from 
their family The hope, of 
course, is that they will be 
able to reunite once they ob- 
tain their green cards. Mom 
may not be home for Christ- 
mas this year but hopefully 
not forlong. 

(Tancinco may be reached at 
law@tancinco.com or at 02- 
887-7177) 
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Saudi foils al-Qaida plot during hajj 


RIYADH—SAUDI SECURITY FORCES ARRESTED 
seven non-Saudi Arabs on suspicion of plotting at- 
tacks during the annual Muslim pilgrimage, the 
Arabic newspaper Al-Hayat reported on Saturday. 


‘The report came a day after 
the interior ministry said securi- 
ty forces in the oil-rich king- 
dom, the target of Islamist at- 
tacks since 2003, had arrested 
an al-Qaida linked group plan- 
ning a “terrorist act” during the 
hajj. 

Security forces “arrested sev- 
en people of two Arab nationali- 
ties, but not Saudis, at the en- 
trance to the city of Mecca," Al- 
Hayat said, quoting sources 
within the security services. 

“They were planning acts of 
sabotage during the һай peri- 
od,” it said, adding that the ar- 
rests were carried on Dec. 16 
and 17 but without giving de- 
tails on the plot. 

Al-Hayat said the arrests 
‘were not announced earlier so 
as not to create panic among 
the hundreds of thousands of 
pilgrims to Islam's holiest sites 
in and around around Mecca, 
‘western Saudi Arabia. 

Saudi interior ^ ministry 
spokesperson Gen. Mansur al- 
Turqi said as the hajj was wind- 


ing down on Friday that the sus- 
pected militants “planned to 
carry out a terrorist act aimed at 
harming security and damaging 
the haj 

He said the attack planned by 
a “deviant group,” the Saudi 
term for militants linked to al- 
Qaida, did not however target 
holy sites in Mecca or the pil- 
grims. 

Al-Arabiya television said the 
militants were arrested “three 
days before the start of the hajj 
season,” or at the end of last 
week. 

The authorities were on high 
alert this year because of the 
participation of Iran's Mah- 
moud Ahmadinejad, the first 
president from the Islamic re- 
public to take part in the hajj. 

Interior Minister Prince 
Nayef bin Abdul Aziz said in 
early December his forces had 
foiled “more than 180 terrorist 


operations” since a wave of 


bombings and shootings by the 
Saudi branch of al-Qaida broke 
out four years ago. 


The conservative Muslim 
kingdom also said it arrested 
208 suspected al-Qaida mili- 
tants over the past few months 
plotting assassinations and an 
attack on a logistical oil facility. 

The militants, who are fol- 
lowers of Saudi-born al-Qaida 
chief Osama bin Laden, espouse 
the ideology of “tak- 
feer”--branding other Muslims 
as infidels in order to legitimize 
violence against them. 

The hajj, in which every Mus- 
lim is expected to take part at 
least once in a lifetime if they 
have the means, has been hit by 
a series of disasters over the 
years, mostly caused by stam- 
pedesor fires. 

There were no major inci- 
dents. reported during this 
year's һай. 

However, in December 1979, 
151 people were killed and 560 
wounded after Saudi security 
forces stormed the Grand 
Mosque in Mecca to rescue pil- 
grims held hostage by Islamist 
militants for about two weeks. 

‘And in July 1989, one person 
was killed and 16 wounded 
within the Grand Mosque sanc- 
tuary in a double attack blamed 
on 16 Kuwaiti Shiites who were 
executed later the same year. 


Mecca, on Dec. 21. 


Four hundred and two people 
were killed, including 275 Irani- 
ans, according to official Saudi 
figures, when security forces tried 
to break up an anti-US demon- 


stration by Iranian pilgrims dur- 
ing the hajj in July 1987. 

Тһе last of this year’s pilgrims 
took part in the “stoning of Sa- 
tan” ritual on Friday at Mina, 


Thais vote 
in 1st polls 
after coup 


BANGKOK—THAILAND CAST THEIR BAL- 
lots on Sunday for the first election since 
last year's bloodless coup, under the close 
watch of the military and the looming shad. 
ow of deposed Prime Minister Thaksin Shi 
nawatra: 

The generals who toppled Thaksin's twice- 
elected government in September 2006 say 
the weekend polls will restore democracy in 
Thailand, where about 45.7 million people 

* are eligible to vote. 

But observers question how free and fair 
the elections can be as more than one-third of 
the country, including Thaksin's strongholds 
in rural northeastern provinces, is still under 
martial law. 

“This is not a normal election. It is being 
held under pressure from the military" said 
Ukrist Pathmanand, professor of political sci- 
ence at Bangkok's Chulalongkorn University. 

“There have been no real policy discus- 
sions in this election. The only issue here is 
whether you love Thaksin or hate Thaksin,” 
he said. 

Despite living in London in self-imposed 
exile since the coup, Thaksin remains the 
dominant figure in Thai politics. 

His political allies in the People Power Par- 
ty (PPP) said at their final rally late Friday in 
Bangkok that Thaksin would return to Thai- 
land for the first time on Feb. 14, after a new 
government is formed. 

“Thaksin said if he came back before the 
government is formed, he would be accused 
of trying to make more trouble,” PPP's deputy 
leader Chalerm Yoobamrung told the cheer- 
ing crowd. 

The party has successfully rallied the rem- 
nants of Thaksin’s Thai Rak Thai (Thais Love 
Thais) party, which was disbanded by the 
military, and quickly moved to the top of 
opinion polls going into the election. 

The party draws most of its support from 
farmers, the majority of Thailand's 64 million 
population, who remember the deposed 
prime mine's core to boos the rural 
economy during his five-year rule. 


К beti in world's richest lottery 


MADRID—PEOPLE THROUGHOUT SPAIN 
waited anxiously to see whether their 
Christmas festivities would get off to a jin- 
gling start on Saturday with a win in а lot- 
tery billed as the richest in the world. 
From 9 a.m., ticket holders were glued to 
TV and radio sets as children from a school 
in Madrid picked out numbered balls from 


Fujimori apologizes for abuses 


LIMA—FORMER PERUVIAN PRES- 
ident Alberto Fujimori acknowl- 
edged on Friday that human rights 
abuses happened under his rule and. 
apologized to families whose loved 
ones were killed in a war against 
leftist insurgents. 

“I ask for forgiveness,” Fujimori, 
69, said at his trial on human rights 
crimes that could put him in jail for 
up to 30 years. “This pained my 
soul.” 

Despite the apology, Fujimori 4е- 
nied ordering a government death 
squad to kill 25 people and kidnap 
two others in the 1990s, when Peru 
was battling the Maoist guerrilla 
group known as the Shining Path. 

While in power from 1990 to 
2000, Fujimori defeated the guer- 
rillas and brought order to a chaotic 
economy, but critics said he violated 
human rights to end a 20-year war 
in which nearly 70,000 people died 
or disappeared. 

Human rights activists said his 


US gov't denies CIA tapes showed torture 


WASHINGTON—US GOVERNMENT 
lawyers flatly denied on Friday that 
videotapes destroyed by the CIA con- 
tained any scenes of the torture of ter- 
ror suspects in the Guantanamo Bay 
prison camp. 

“It is inconceivable that the de- 
stroyed tapes could have been about 
abuse, mistreatment or torture of de- 
tainees at Guantanamo Bay” Justice 
Department lawyer Joseph "Jody" 
Hunt, representing the White House, 
told the court. 

US District Court Judge Henry 
Kennedy had summoned attorneys 
for the government and for “war on 
terror” prisoners at Guantanamo Bay 
to give oral arguments on whether the 
agency violated his 2005 order to pre- 
serve any possible evidence of de- 
tainee mistreatment at the US prison 
camp in Cuba. 


FUJIMORI 


палез 


apology was insincere and came too 
late. 

“This is part of his strategy to 
avoid being convicted,” said 
Gisela Ortiz, whose brother was 
one of 10 suspected leftists killed 


The scandal came to light earlier 
this month when CIA chief Michael 
Hayden told staff in a letter that in 
2005 the agency had destroyed tapes 
showing the interrogations of two al- 
Qaida suspects. 

Hunt said the tapes were made in 
2002, and that neither of the two men 
shown “was at Guantanamo Bay dur- 
ing the taping of these videos.” He did 
not comment on why the tapes were 
destroyed. 

But a lawyer for Guantanamo de- 
tainees who were not shown in the 
tapes asked the court to call an inquiry 
into whether the government violated 
the order by destroying the videos. 

“Where there is smoke there is fire,” 
lawyer David Remes said. “We have a 
oking gun, as it were, with respect 
to the government's destruction of po- 
tentially relevant evidence.” “The rev- 


“which prisoners are subjected to a 


quently divided into 10 “decimo” shares 
worth euro20 ($ 28.7) each and that can 
eam a prize of euro300,000 ($ 430,000). 
Most Spaniards share tickets or "decimos" 
with family, friends and co-workers. 

An estimated three-quarters of the coun- 
try's population of just over 40 million take 
part in the lottery. 


in the La Cantuta University mas- 
sacre. 

“He had 15 years of opportunities 
to ask families for forgiveness for 
the crimes committed in this coun- 
try,” she said. 

In 1992, security forces seized 10 
people from La Cantuta University, 
killing them and dumping their 
bodies in a shallow grave. In 1991, 
they gunned down 15 people at a 
barbecue in the Barrios Altos neigh- 
borhood, among them an 8-year- 
old boy. 

Last week, the Supreme Court 
sentenced Fujimori to six years in 
prison for sending an aide to steal 
incriminating documents from the 
house of Viadimiro ` Montesinos, 
who served as Fujimori's intelli- 
gence chief and is now in jail. 

Chile extradited Fujimori to Peru 
in September after seven years in 
exile to face trials on charges of 
abusing human rights and corrup- 
tion. Reuters 


elation of the CIAs destruction (of the 
tapes) raises serious questions about 
whether the government has com- 
plied with the court's order ... and its 
more general obligations” to preserve 
evidence. 

“The government's destruction of 
potentially relevant evidence ... raises 
our concern about its handling of oth- 
er relevant evidence,” including in the 
case of one of his clients, he argued. 

In 2005, judge Kennedy had or- 
dered the preservation of “any evi- 
dence of torture, mistreatment and 
abuse of detainees” who were at 
Guantanamo Bay at the time of the 
order in June 2005. 

The tapes reportedly show the sus- 
pects undergoing waterboarding, in 


process of simulated drowning that is 
widely considered torture. АЕР 


MUSLIM pilgrims crouch to perform their fairwellcircumambulation around the Kaaba in the holy city of. 


m 


east of Mecca. After hurling 
pebbles at pillars representing 
the Devil, they returned to the 
Grand Mosque before prepar- 
ing to head home. AFP 


WoRLDBRIEFS 


Strong quake hits Indonesia 
JAKARTA—A strong 6.4-magnitude 
earthquake struck the eastern Indone- 
sian province of Papua on Saturday, 
meteorologists said, but there were no 
immediate reports of casualties or 
damage. It struck at 4:11 p.m. ata 
depth of 40 km, 183 km west of the 
provincial capital of Jayapura, the US 
Geological Survey said. The local mete- 
orology office registered the quake at 
6.0 on the Richter scale. An aftershock 
of 5.3-magnitude hit 22 minutes later, 
the meteorology and geophysics agen- 
cy said in a statement. AFP 


Travel company collapses 
LONDON—Tens of thousands of 
Britons have had their Christmas and 
Мем Year holiday plans ruined after a 
travel company collapsed although 
they will all get a full refund, adminis- 
trators said on Saturday. Travelscope 
Holidays, which was baset Glouces- 
tershire but traded under а number of 
different names, was placed in admin- 
istration on Friday. “For those cus- 
tomers who already have a booking for 
future travel with the company we can 
advise that unfortunately the company 
cannot fulfill its obligations to any pas- 
sengers," a statement on the firm's 
website said. Reuters. 


asso painting stolen 

SAO PAULO—Thieves who stole a 
valuable Picasso painting from a 
Brazilian art museum this week appar- 
ently didn't have to work very hard. On 
Friday, officials admitted there wasn't 
much of a security system in place at 
the cash-strapped museum. Thieves 
broke into the Sao Paulo Museum of 
Art—home to one of Latin America’s 
most important collections—before 
dawn on Thursday and grabbed Pablo 
Picasso's "Portrait of Suzanne Bloch” 
and Brazilian painter Candido Porti- 
nari's “The Coffee Worker.” 


Reuters 


Belgium tightens security 
BRUSSELS—Belgian police boosted 
security in Brussels on Friday amid 
fears of a possible Christmas attack af- 
ter they foiled a suspected plan to free 
an al-Qaida sympathizer from prison. 
Justice officials said that 14 suspected 
Islamists had been arrested іп а swoop 
linked to the plan, which allegedly was 
to include the use of weapons and ex- 
plosives. “Ап attack could be being 
prepared,” Prime Minister Guy Verhof- 
stadt warned. AFP 


Illegal Amazon products 
BRASILIA--Brazil has banned the sale 
of farm products from illegally defor- 


drums and sang out the winning numbers 
ina ceremony that lasts some three hours. 

The lottery, dubbed "El Gordo,” or “The 
Fat One,” is to dish out a total of 2.2 billion, 
($ 3.1 billion) in winnings to tens of thou- 
sands of ticket holders throughout Spai 
‘The grand prize is euro 3 million ($4.3 mil- 
lion). 

‘The lottery, which began in 1812, compris- 
es185 number series with each series divided 
into 85,000 tickets. The tickets are subse- 


Although other lotteries have bigger in- 
dividual top prizes, the Gordo is ranked as 
the world’s richest for the total sum paid 
out. Instead of jackpots, this lottery spreads 
the wealth with thousands of numbers 
yielding prizes ranging from the face value 
of the 20-euro ticket upward. 

Spain holds another big lottery Jan. 6 to 
mark the Feast of the Epiphany. It is known 
as El Nifio, or the child, referring to the ba- 
by Jesus. AP 


ested areas in the Amazon in an at- 
tempt to reverse months of increasing 
destruction in the world's largest rain 
forest, officials said on Friday. A decree 
signed by President Luiz Inacio Lulada |: 
Silva on Friday imposes fines for buy- 
ing or trading goods such as beef or 
soy produced on illegally deforested 
properties. Reuters 


22 


LOTTERY numbers are displayed in the center of Madrid on Friday 
Dec. 21, the day before the Christmas Lottery known as El Gordo, or 
“the fat one,” ^ 


ime 
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In celebration of 74 years of service to the country and Filipinos here and abroad, the Department of 
Labor and Employment (DOLE) held day-long festivities last December 7. The event drew around 3,000 
employees from the 16 DOLE and 12 attached agencies. Officials and staff gathered at the Ninoy Aquino - 
Stadium and Rizal Memoria! Track Oval to participate in a colorful and exciting feast for the senses. 


Handog saya ng SMART para sa 


As DOLE's partner in various programs, particularly helping OFWs, Smart Communications, Inc. (SMART) gave full support to the 
event through the “Handog Saya ng SMART” entertainment treat. Smart is the Philippines’ leading dede pation provider with 
over 28 million subscribers on its GSM network. 


With the theme, “DOLE sa 74: Serbisyong Laan sa Mamamayan, Laan sa Bayan,” the event paid tribute to the department and itè 
personnel who serve some 36.1 million workers locally, around 4.6 million Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs), and employers in 
782,980 establishments nationwide. 


"SMART salutes DOLE's hardworking men and women headed by Honorable Secretary Arturo Brion,” said Jojo Malolos, SMART 
Head of Intemational Business of the SMARTHub Financial Services Group, as he addressed the crowd. "We are honored to be 
your partner in serving our fellow Pinoys here and abroad.” a 


Danilo Mojica, SMART Wireless Consumer Division Head added that it is fitting for SMART to support the celebration as the company 
consistentiy partners with DOLE and its agencies like Philippine Overseas Employment Administration (POEA) and Overseas Workers 
Welfare Adminstration (OWWA) in advocating for the welfare of OFWs. "This is a manifestation of our critical collaboration and strong 
partnership with DOLE,” seconded Lito Villanueva, Head of SMART's Solutions Consulting and Program Management Group. 


"We thank SMART for supporting DOLE's 74” anniversary, said OWWA Administrator Marianito "Nitoy" Roque, who chaired the 


f} celebration. "We look forward to more opportunities and years of partnership,” he added. 


Grand Mardi Gras festival 


The day began with a Holy Mass followed by a breakfast for DOLE officials and guests, including SMART representatives. Тһе festivities 
kick off followed, featuring a grand parade of national festivals as presented by DOLE employees. DOLE participants gamely entertained 
the crowd, wearing multi-colored costumes and embellished headdresses while brandishing huge banners and native crafts. They 
performed festival dances with gusto, impressing the audience with the results of less than one month's preparation. The top three 
performances were later awarded. These include the Sinukuan festival by DOLE Region 3 (first place), Alikaraw by OWWA (second 
place) and Sandugo by employees from DOLE Region IV-B, Bureau of Working Conditions, International Labor Affairs Service, and 
Information and Publication Service (third place). 


^s rich cultural heritage, the activity also featured the following festivals: Panagbenga, Kadayawan, риев, Ati- 
lasskara and Flores de Mayo. 


Exhibiting the cou 
atihan, Mud Pack, Dinagyang, Sinulog, Pahiyas, Kinabayo, Pinyahan sa Daet, Zamboanga Hermosa, 


Special features and highlights 


During lunch, DOLE personnel were treated to special numbers from homegrown talents. They also crowded around the SMART booths, 
which were open the whole day. These featured innovative products and services, including SMART Buddy and SMART IDD that allowed 
BOLE employees to learn more about the products designed for the Filipino worker. Prizes were also up for grabs. 


During the awarding ceremonies, CARAGA Regional Director Chona Mantilla was recognized for her excellent service that has made 
her one of the outstanding officers in the said region. Awards were also given to the winners of the competitions which started since August. 


Handog Saya ng SMART 


Hosted by funnyman and SMART Buddy endorser Epy Quizon, SMART' entertainment treat allowed DOLE employees to enjoy almost 
two hours of great music, entertainment and surprises. 


“Handog Saya ng SMART" featured Nyoy Volante, who crooned and serenaded the crowd with popular love songs. Meanwhile, Bloomfields 
rocked the house with popular songs by The Beatles, Elvis Presley and Jerry Lee Lewis. 


Videotaped messages from celebrities were also aired. Melissa Ricks, Matt Evans, Rachel Alejandro, Dominic Ochoa, Rhian Ramos, 
Martin Nievera and Rufa Mae Quinto all greeted DOLE a happy anniversary. The same group also greeted OWWA Administrator Roque 
who was celebrating his birthday. 


But SMART's entertainment treat did not end there. Some lucky DOLE employees also went home with special prizes. SMART raffled 
off 16 cellphones—one winner for each of the 16 DOLE agencies, and 32 gift packs—two winners for each agency. 


The celebration comes to a close 


In keeping with the spirit of solidarity and teamwork that marked the day's events, all present joined hands in singing "Tagumpay Nating 
Lahaf". But even after the revelry has ended, the celebration of life continues, and DOLE begins its 75" year filed with energy and optimism. 
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“DOLE and SMART: 
Partners for the welfare 
of Filipino workers 
b à ПА 


"DOLE and SMART share the same 
vision of providing relevant services and 
opportunities to Filipino workers here 
and abroad," seid Jojo Malolos, SMART 
Head of International Business of the 
SMARTHub Financial Services Group. 


SMART is committed in pursuing this 
long-term relationship by supporting 
DOLE' various programs and services. 
These include the National Reintegration 
Rrogram, which provides assistance to 
Overseas workers when they retur to 
the country; the Migrant Workers' Day; 
and OWWAish Ko Lang Program, which 
offers livelihood opportunities to 
unsuccessful OFWs. 


"We see the tangible economic benefits 
that this partnership with DOLE would 
bring the country, especially those 
benefiting OFWs,” explained Lito 
Villanueva, head of SMART s Solutions 
Consulting and Program Management 
Group. "SMART aims to enhance the 
significant OFW remittance inflows which 
have been one of the key economic 
engines that sustain our economic 
progress." 


SMART also offers a lot of services for 
OFWs. "We were the first to launch a 
text-based remittance service in the world," 
said Malolos. SMART Padala is low-cost, 
secure, fast and reliable. Migrant workers 
who wish to get all the necessary services 
may avail of SMART Pinoy. This includes 
calls, SMS, remittances, and broadband 
services offered by SMART subsidiary, 
‘SMART Broadband, Inc. 


"SMART Pinoy-is a program geared 
toward servicing all the requirements 
and needs of both our land-based and 
‘sea-based migrant workers,” explained. 
Villanueva. Itis the perfect package for 
the 120,000 OFWs expected to come 
home this Christmas. 
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Games Today (Cuneta Astrodome) 
:30 p.m—Talk "N Text vs Sta. Lucia. 
6:50 p.m.—Alr?1 vs Coca-Cola. 


By Musong В. Castillo 


CAGAYAN DE ORO—LORDY TUGADE 
and Danny Seigle combined for 57 
points to lead Magnolia to a 104-92 
victory over Alaska yesterday and 
help the Beverage Masters snap their 
three-game losing streak in the 
Smart PBA Philippine Cup out-of- 
town match at the Xavier University 
gym here. 

Tugade scored 22 of his night-high 
30 points in the second half, most of 
them when the Aces crept threatening- 
ly close, as Magnolia won for the first 
time in almost two weeks to tie the 
Aces in fifth spot at 8-7. 

Itis a critical position to be in at this 
stage of the tournament since only the 
top five teams will be assured of slots in 
the playoffs, the top two automatically 
advancing to the semifinals and the next 
three entering the quarterfinals. 

Tugade, the 6-foot-2 swingman out of 
National U, hit 11 of his 13 fourth-quar- 
ter points inside the final 8:25, including 
back-breaking triples and a layup in a 
telling 14-2 run that gave Magnolia a 94- 
81 lead with 5:10 left. 

Alaska absorbed a second straight loss 
that denied the Aces a chance to gain solo 
third place, just half-a-game behind the 
second-running Red Bull. 

The Beverage Masters, who topped al- 
most every pre-season poll only to strug- 
gle in the tournament despite a virtual 
all-star squad, actually broke away late in 
the third period, also behind Tugade, be- 
fore the Aces came to within 80-79. 


SEA GAMES 


TOPNOTCHERS 
They may have. 
combined to lead the 
Philippines to its worst 
showing in the 
Southeast Asian 
Games, while the 
country was defending 
its overall crown to 
boot, but President 
Macapagal-Arroyo still 
feels that the athletes 
deserve some sort of 
reward for their efforts 
in Thailand. Thus, 
yesterday, at the 
Malacafiang Palace's 
Heroes Hall, President 
Arroyo handed out 
cash incentives to gold, 
silver and bronze 
medal winners of Team 
Philippines, led by SEA 
Games Male Athlete of 
the Year and swimming 
sensation Miguel 
Molina (sixth from left). 
Story on А23. имашон 


But Tugade went to work again, hit- 
ting two triples that sandwiched а Seigle 
tip-in of his own miss and Magnolia piled 
up six more points against a lone Hug- 
natan basket for that 13-point lead. 

Seigle finished with 27 points. 

Meanwhile, Coca-Cola hopes to ex- 
tend its five-game winning streak when 
the red-hot Tigers slug it out with athletic 


‘Air21 today at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

‘The Tigers, who have been growling 
as loud as they could since Asi Taulava 
arrived via a trade from Talk 'N Text, and 
the Express take the floor at 6:50 p.m. 
just after the Phone Pals break their third 
place tie with the Sta. Lucia Realtors at 
4:30pm. 

Coca-Cola has won its last five games. 


rx 


© Young Trail 
Blazers stretch 
run to 10 /A26 


Tugade, Seigle power Magnolia 


‘The latest Coca-Cola win was an 84-82 
squeaker over defending champion 
Barangay Ginebra Friday night, sparked 
bya Ronjay Enrile three-point play in the 
final 9.1 seconds of a game where the 
former MVP shot just 10 points but 
grabbed a season-high 26 rebounds. 

“Ljust try to help my team win, whichev- 
er way can,” Taulava said. “The important 


ES a 


thing is that the team is winning.” 

The scores: 

MAGNOLIA 104--Tugade 30, Seigle 27, Vilanueva 
15, Hontiveros 14, Tenorio 9, Peña 8, acea 2 Ion 
2. 

ALASKA 92—Hugnatan 21, Cortez 14, Miler 13, 
Thoss 11, Cariaso 10, Ferriols 9, Dela Cruz 6, Bono 4, 
Laure 2, Quran 2. 

Quarters 224, 43-48, 75-66, 104-82 
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CALL & TEXT 
UNLIMITED* 


750) топа 


all for 12^ DOO month 


4 б) rd re MINUTE 


It's that time of year again where everyone can strengthen connections and build relationships--thanks 
to Sun Cellular, calls and texts this Christmas become easier and faster. So get a Sun Group Plan 999, 
get more lines and stay connected with your loved ones! No matter where you are, feeling the Christmas 


++ Only one person needs to subscribe to get all the lines."*** 
+ Choose any three from these handsets: Nokia 2626, 
‘Samsung X510, Motorola W218, Sony Ericsson K320i. 


|. spirit is just a call and text away. 3 
Have a Merry Christmas with Sun Cellular! Hurry to The Sun Shop and apply now! 


or local Sun-to-Sun calls and texts oniy. 
еп enrolled in 24/7 Call & Text Uni 
++ Sun IDD 10 offers 106 per minute IDD rate to the 
US, China, Hong Kong, Canada, Singapore, ‹ 
Thatand; Malaysia, Brunel, Guam, and Macau. 
Cali the Sun Ното for more info. 
ennt 24-month holding period. 


sum 
CELLULAR 
Better network, better value, 


LONCIMIT 
vwwnsomelblarcom gh. Hole: 395-8000 


nm. 


POOL MAESTRO EFREN “BATA” 
Reyes defends his crown against. 
a star-studded cast of chal- 
lengers led by new American 
pool hero Shane Van Boening 
when the 2008 Derby City Clas- 
sic gets underway on Jan. 4to 8, 
2008 in Louisville, Kentucky. 
The 53-year-old Reyes, top 
campaigner of Puyat, Sports, 
earned $20,000 by winning the 


MIGUEL Molina Ss beams as GMA shows off his incentive checks. With them is SEA Games chief of mission Monico Puentevella. 


Derby City Classic Master of the 
Table bonus. 

Completing a 1-2-3 finish for 
the Philippines in last year's edi- 
tion were Rodolfo “Boy Samson” 
Luat and Francisco “Django” 
Bustamante. 

“The Derby City Classic will 
be my first event abroad in 2008 
and I will do my very best for 
flag and country" said Reyes, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SundaySPORTS 
Grieving Bata to defend Master of the Table title 


who is grieving the death of his 
older brother Fermin on Thurs- 
day night, in Filipino. 

Reyes, the 1999 Cardiff World 
Pool champion, ruled the Derby 
City Classic One Pocket Event 
crown and emerged runner-up 
in the Derby City Classic bank 
pool event. 

‘Acknowledged ^ Philippine 
pool godfather Aristeo “Putch” 


Puyat said he is hopeful that 
Reyes will perform well in the 
Derby City Classic, which nor- 
mally draws a field as tough as 
the US Open 9-ball. 

Reyes will leave the country 
on Jan. 2along with Bustamante 
and reigning National Open 
champion Lee Vann Corteza of 
the Negros Billiard Stable. 

Meanwhile, Reyes ranked 


Monico named RP Olympic ‘chief’ 


By June Navarro 


LEAVING BEHIND THE BITTER 
memories of the Southeast 
Asian Games, the Philippine 
Sports Commission and the 
Philippine Olympic Committee 
joined forces and officially be- 
gan the drive to the 2008 Bei- 
jing Olympics. 

The long trek to China started 
yesterday after the country’s top 
sports officials unanimously ар. 


2 big races at San Lazaro today 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CARMONA, CAVITE—THE FINEST 
three-year-olds get the chance to 
graduate from their ranks with a 
bang today when they campaign in 
the rich Grand Presidential Derby at 
the San Lazaro Leisure Park here. 

A three-cornered fight for the 
P3.6 million top prize looms with 
ES Twenty Six sure to be sent off as 
the first pick, Treasured Ack as the 
second choice and Golden Sutter 
the far third option in the 2,000- 
meter classic. 

Jessie B. Guce will steer the 
three-year-old bay filly ES Twenty 
Six, a versatile charger who has 
proven her worth running either in 
front or in the middle of the pack. 

John B. Cordero will be Trea- 


pointed Bacolod representative 
Monico Puentevella as Philippine 
chief of mission in the quadrenni- 
alGames nextyear. 

“Tm really honored to be 
named chef de mission of the na- 
tional team to the Olympics,” said 
Puentevella during President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's awarding of 
cash incentives to the medalists of 
the Southeast Asian Games. 

“Is going to be the best 
Olympics presuming по, unto- 


ward incident will happen so the 
preparations should begin now,” 
added the weightlifting chief and 
first vice president of the Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee. 

POC president Jose “Peping” 
Cojuangco Jr and PSC chair 
Wiliam “Butch” Ramirez will 
spearhead the core group of offi 
cials who will closely monitor the 
preparation of athletes along with 
Puentevella, POC secretary-gen- 
eral Steve Hontiveros and two 


more POC officials. 

* After the holidays, our group 
will meet at least once a week and 
tackle the issues concerning the 
country's Olympic drive,” said 
Puentevella. 

Taekwondos Tshomlee Go, 
Mary Antoinette Rivero, boxing’s 
Harry Tanamor,  swimmings 
Miguel Molina, JB Walsh, Daniel 
Coakley and Ryan Arabejo and 
Mark Javier of archery have qual- 
ified for the Olympics. 


си 


sured Ack’s parer, while Jeffryl 
Zarate will pilot Golden Sutter, the 
massive chestnut colt whom owner 
Hermie Esguerra describes as a 
“bridesmaid for many occasions 
now.” 

Legendary, who will be ridden by 
Patty Dilema, and Henry Р” Eight, 
who will be under veteran Antonio 
A. Alcasid, are the other chief 
threats. 

Post time will be around 5:25 
pm. 

Macedonian (Rm Mamucod), 
Storm Signal (EL Blancaflor), Pearl 
Buck (KB Abobo), EJ’s.Magic (DH 
Borbe), Pound for Pound (RK 
Hipolito) and former Juvenile 
Grand Championship winner Defi- 
ant (Val R. Dilema) round out the 
field. 


Real Spicy and Empire ‘King, 
meanwhile, renew their tivalry ear- 
lier when they collide in the Philra- 
com Year-End Invitational spread 
over the mile with a total of P1 mil- 
lion up for grabs. 

Тһе two. champion chargers, 
though, don't exactly headline the 
seven-horse cast with Native Land, 
under Ferdinand Raquel, tipped as 
the slight first choice. 

Zarate will ride Real Spicy, the 
Real Quiet out of Spicy Tale son 
who won 14 consecutive races last 
year on the way to winning the 
Horse of the Year award. 

JM Ladiana will be Empire King's 
partner, while ace Jonathan Her- 
nandez will handle Jet Sutter, a 
long shot who looms as a good pro- 
tection bet in the 4:15 p.m. race. 


Mighty Menthols 
capture fourth 
MABL diadem 


MIGHTY MENTHOLS PEPPERED 
Nougat’ Candy with three pointers to 
prevail, 81-72, and bag the champi- 
onship of the Manila Amateur Basket- 
ball League (MABL) recently at the 
Arellano gym in Manila, 

Edrick Ferrer, the former University of 
the Philippines stalwart, topscored with 
19 points for the Mighty Menthols, 
whose 15 triples took the sting out of 
Nougat Candy early on. 

‘Terence Tang also finished in double 
figures for the newly crowned champions 


with 18 points. Dominic Uy contributed | 


12 points and Wowie Evangelista 9. _ 
Mighty Menthols, backed by Gerry's 
Grill in its title campaign, led from start to 
finish and erected several 18-point 
spreads along the way. 
Тһе team made it to the one-game 


‘THE PRIME movers of the 2007 Hitachi Criterium Grand 
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Prix national finals are Leo Hshieh (second from left), 
Henry Tan, Lolita Ching and Niso Mondo. 


THE NATIONAL FINALS OF 
the 10-leg 2007 Hitachi Criteri- 
um Grand Prix dubbed the 
Clark Freeport Cup will be held 
at the Clark Freeport Zone in 
Angeles City, Pampanga, today. 

Project events director Ric Ro- 
driguez said nearly 400 cyclists 
will be vying in the last stage of 
the races which have crisscrossed 
the country. 

“We are proud to have been a 
partner of these popular criterium 


13th in this year’s Player Money 
List after earning $54,355. Van 
Boening took the top spot with 
$106,307. 

Reyes, the 2005 and 2006 
Player Money List topnotcher, 
said he failed to win a major 
event this year because of arthri- 
tis. Reyes added that he also took 
part in fewer tournaments. Mar- 
lon Bernardino, Contributor 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER: 23,2007 


REYES: Arthritis is the culprit. 


RP bets get 
incentives 
from GMA 


By June Navarro 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo yesterday handed out 
the cash incentives amount- 
ing to P10.3 million to the Fil- 
ipino medalists of the just- 
concluded 24th Southeast 
Asian Games in Thailand. 

The cash bonus were given to 
228 athletes who accounted for 
41 gold, 91 silver and 96 bronze 
medals that failed to stop the 
country from landing sixth over- 
all after ruling the biennial meet 
here two years ago with 113 
gold medals. 

‘Swimmer Miguel Molina re- 
ceived nearly P400,000 from the 
President during the cash pre- 
sentation at the Heroes Hall of 
the Malacafiang Palace’ after 
bagging four gold medals that 
made him the 2007 SEA Games 
Male Athlete of the Year in the 
11-пабоп meet. 

Coaches and team gold win- 
ners also received cash rewards 
from GMA based on the formula 
stipulated in Republic Act 9064. 

Better known as the Sports In- 
centives Act, RA 9064 rewards 
P100,000 to individual gold 


Green Archers visited kids at the PGH pediatric wards 
yesterday as a way of sharing their Christmas blessings. 
‘Team captain TY Tang cheers up one-year-old Kenji 
Arsulawith a bag of goodies. 


Criterium GP nat'l finals up at Clark 


contests, Leo Hsieh, Hitachi Air- 
conditioning Products, Inc., Phils 
president, said. “Hopefully, we can 
do more for cycling.” 

The event is backed by the 
Clark Development Corp. led by 
president and CEO Liberato Laus. 

At least 24 tents will be set up 
for teams that will take part in the 
Masters, Executive, Non-Pro and 
Opendivisions. 

“The atmosphere will be fes- 
tive,” said Rodriguez. 


medalists in the SEA Games, 
P50,000 to silver medalists and 
P10,000 to bronze winners. 

The gift-giving was over in 
less than 30 minutes but the 
President stayed on and mingled 
with the athletes, who later 
feasted on a sumptuous merien- 
da of pancit, pasta, pork bar- 
beque, puto, pudding, cakes and 
other desserts. 

Bacolod Вер. Мопісо 
Puentevella, ће Philippine chef 
de mission in the SEAG, present- 
ed the athletes to the President 
in the affair also attended by 
Philippine Sports Commission 
chair William “Butch” Ramirez 
and Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee president Jose “Peping” 
Cojuangco. 

Also present were PSC Com- 
missioners Ritchie Garcia, Am- 
brocio De Luna, Eric Loretizo, 
POC secretary-general Steve 
Hontiveros and national sports 
associations officials. 

Molina, now with nine golds 
since the 2003 Vietnam edition, 
also won a silver and a bronze 
apart from the four golds, which 
induded a victory in the 
4x100m medley relay. 


Car staked 
in Rotary 
golf event 


BAGUIO CITY—A BRAND NEW 
car will be the major hole-in- 
one prize in four holes during 
the 22nd annual Rotary Golfing 
Fellowship Foundation of the 
Philippines Inc. (RGFFP) tour- 
nament set Jan. 16-20 at the 
Baguio Country Club and John 
Hay Golf and Country Club 
courses here. 

‘Two of the featured holes will 
be at BCC and the other two at 
John Hay. 

Many other juicy prizes will be 
up for grabs in the tourney which 
will be highlighted by a medical 
and dental mission where around 
400 indigent families will be ben- 
efited. Set on Jan. 17, the medical 
and dental event will be support- 
ей by United Laboratories Inc. 

Tournament fee is P6,000 per 
participant. This includes free 
practice round in each golf 
course, green fee for both courses, 
three fellowship cocitails/dinner, 
giveaway (golf shoes), rafile 
prizes and four mulligans for two 


days. 

For 
Pauline Sevilla of the RGFFP Sec- 
retariat at tel. no. 7248174, fax 


more details, contact 


no. 7215940 or email 
pI987@yahoo.com. 
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Compton sizzles as CKP 168 snatches 7th crown 


ALEX COMPTON SIZZLED WHEN NEEDED 
most to power CKP 168 to its seventh title 


this year. 


Compton totaled 22 points and dished out 
seven assists as CKP 168 routed erstwhile un- 
beaten Polymaster Kings, 81-52, on Friday in 


Also contributing to CKP 1685 cause were 
Marlon Kalaw with 12 points, Axel Doruelo, 


12, Jay-R Estrada 11 and Joshua Manthe 10. 


The Polymaser Kings were led by Jeff 
Sanders, Joel Ballesteros and Angel Raymun- 
do with 10 markers each. 


the championship game of the National Bas- 
ketball League Invitational tournament held ас 
the CCP gym in Quezon City. 

The 5foot1l Compton's cour sawy 
earned him MVP honors as CKP 168 avenged 
an 81-80 overtime loss to Polymaster Kings in 
the elimination round. 


‘The scores: 
CKP 168 (81)— Compton 22, Kalaw 12, Doruelo 12, 
Estrada 11, Martha 10, Hubalde 8, Santos 4, 
Legarde2, Cacha 0, Fior 0, Fong 0, Сарай 0. 
Polymaser Kings (52}— Sanders 10, Ealesteros 10, Ray- 

mundo 10, Mates 9, Lim 6, Utonjua 2, David 2. Butscher 2. Di- СКР 168 MEMBERS and supporters, led by playing team owner 

2001, Mendoza 0. William Fong, jubilate after clinching the title. 


championship by beating Sulpicio Lines, 
95-88, in the semifinals. That time, it was 
Ferrer who sparkled. 

The title was the fourth for the year for 
the Mighty Menthols, also the champion 
of the МАНІ. Ist and 2nd conferences. 
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Christmas 


wishes 
SÉ. ЖА a 
govemorteam |м HUDDLE 


manager Buddy 
Encamado guf- 
fawed when I 
telayed the ob- 
servation of old 
friends who saw 
him at a party I 
recently hosted. 

They said he 
looked good, fit 
and handsome 
after all these years, that he looked even 
better than decades ago when he was 
much younger 

Buddy said thats probably what win- 
ning does to a man. In the past, the Real- 
tors always wallowed somewhere down 
in the team standings. But this season, 
Santa Lucia’s fortunes have changed. The 
Realtors are tied for third place with Talk 
|. NN Text and Alaska, teams they had beat- 
en earlier. 

The team’s arduous training and 
preparation both here and abroad are fi 
nally paying off, according to Buddy. 

‘Actually Thad called him for my annu- 
al "Christmas Wish” column which I have 
taken very seriously since TNT governor 
Ricky Vargas’ wish was granted in a most 
dramatic fashion some years ago. 


2. 
Beth Celis 


Four or five seasons ago, about this 
time of the year, Ricky was at the ninth 
floor balcony of the Makati Medical 
Center tensely puffing on his Mild Sev- 
en Lights when my text message ask- 
ing for his Christmas wish reached 
him. 

‘Almost on impulse, Ricky wished for 
the immediate and full recovery of his 
dose friend and PLDT associate, who 
was at that very moment undergoing 
surgery in the same hospital to remove 
amalignant growth in his kidney. 

Ricky got his wish. The operation 
‘was successful, and by some miracle, 
there is not the slightest trace of the 
malignancy today, “as if it had never 
been in his body”. 

According to Ricky, Santa has grant- 
ed his wish every year thereafter “and 
much, much more.” 

“And because ofthis, Iwill not be ask- 
Isang Talk N Text championship lang, 
thats all. This season, ha,” Ricky said. 

“Oh, and please tell Santa that this 
wish could easily be granted if only he 
could help improve the officiating in 
the PBA.” 

Forawhile I thought Santa might have 
to divide the two titles between Talk N 
Text and Sta. Lucia this season. 

But Buddy wished for something else. 
“Before we finally close our eyes, I hope 
to see the day when we become Asian 
champion once more, enabling us to play 
in the Olympics,” Buddy texted. 

Now I'm not certain if Santa would 
grant the other wish, but Pm sure he 
reads this column, and if you've been 
more nice than naughty, maybe he 
would. Here are the other Christmas 
wishes: 

“1 want to have peace in my heart, 
just plain happiness with my family 
and loved ones."—Ateneo's Chris Tiu. 

“Му wish for Christmas is to have 
one billion pesos to buy gifts for the Fil- 
ipino people and to personally give it 
to them on Christmas day"—Pure- 
foods team manager Alvin Patrimonio 

“An Olympic gold medal in 
2008."—Smart-PLDT chairman/SBP. 
President Manny V Pangilinan. 

“Vilma's (his wife) full, uncondition- 
al recovery (from cancer).”—Lambert 
Ramos, one of two remaining candi- 
dates for PBA commissioner. 

“T hope to stay happy, healthy and 
radically unique in 2008.”—BAP-SBP 
executive director Pato Gregorio. 

“Better games from шу 
team.”—Welcoat owner Raymond Yu 

“To coach at another level."—Har- 
bour Centre-RP coach Junel Baculi. 

“I wish I can have Orville Roque's 
Jaguar. Seriously , Га like to have a sec- 
ond baby, and Pm praying for my fa- 
ther's recovery from a lingering illness, 
plus success in my career.” Jacque 
Ruby, PBL Marketing Manager. 


Cond und Guba earns 


By Cedelf Tupas 
Inquirer Visayas 


ғ 


BASKETBALL PARTNERSHIP: Sherwin Tiu, St. Jude representative 
to the Board of Metro Manila Tiong Lian Basketball Association, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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Нарее gains finals, 
keeps slate perfect 


| Harbour forges KO match vs San Mig 


GAME TODAY (Rial Memorial Coliseum) 
3 p.m.—San Mig Coffee vs Harbour Centre 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


WITH ITS STAR GROSSLY OUT OF 
sync, Hapee Toothpaste still man- 
aged to keep its record per- 
fect—and тоге importantly, 
book a slot in the PBL finals. 

Fil-Am hotshot Gabe Norwood 
‘came out flat, but the Complete Pro- 
tectors survived Toyota Balintawak's 
late threat to sweep their semifinal 
series with a 94-91 Game 2 triumph 
in the V.Go Extreme Energy Drink 
Cup yesterday at The Arena in San 
Juan. 

Game 1 hero Reed Juntilla rescued 
the Complete Protectors anew, shoot- 
ing eight straight points for а 93-88 
lead with 36.1 seconds left that 
stretched Hapee's remarkable run to 
11 wins in as many games. 

Borgie Hermida, the new San Beda 
recruit playing only his second game, 
also provided key baskets that gave 
the Complete Protectors an 85-80 
spread at the two-minute mark. 

In the other semifinal pairing, Har- 


82-77, to forge a winner-take-all 
match for the last championship 
berth at 3 pm. today. 

The Batang Pier broke a 58-all tie 
with a 13-3 surge for a 75-63 lead 
early in the fourth. 

Rico Maierhofer starred for Har- 
bour with 16 points, 13 rebounds, 
five blocks and three steals, while TY 
‘Tang shone from beyond the arc early 
to finish with 19 points. 

Norwood was a flop offensively, 
missing all eight attempts from the 
field. The 6-foot:5 guard, however, 
had six boards and four assists. 

The Complete Protectors nearly 
blew an eight-point cushion, 91-83, 
іп the last 47 seconds as JV Casio 
sparked a Road Kings’ comeback. 

‘The Road Kings trimmed the lead 
to just a basket, 93-91, with 8.6 sec- 
onds left after Casio sandwiched 
Jonathan Aldave's two charities with 
atriple and three foul shots. 

А duty foul sent Norwood to the 
line with 6.2 seconds remaining, and 
despite splitting his free throws, 
Нареев lead stood as Casio's last- 
gasp triple went off the mark. 


Juntilla topscored with 21 
points just two days after 
burying the gamewin- 
ning trey with one- 
tenth of a second 
left in Hapee's 
83-80 Game 1 
triumph. 


HAPEE 98--rilla 21, Ro- 
diiguez 14, Borboran 12, Hermida 
11, Mercado 9, Dea 5, Norwood 5, 


dave 20, Casio 20, Jaime 10, Vilanueva 4, Faundo 
4, Hayes 4, Dedicatoria 3, Guerrero 2, Jaz 1, Ro- 
driguez 1 Cole 0, Balgos 0, Sena 0. 

Quarters: 23-32, 44-45, 70-68, 94-91 

Second Game 

HARBOUR CENTRE 82—Teng 19, Maierhofer 
16, Mercado 11, Gaco 8, Asoro б, Vergara б, Gon- 
йез 6, Ababou 4,Tayior 4, Malabanan 2, Janke 
(7 
ЗАН MIG COFFEE 77—Ehwe 21, Custodio 15, 
Menor 9, Escobal 8, Rafieses 8, Dela Рела 5, Bolo- 
con4, Pascual 4, Saldua 3, Arao 0. 

Quarters: 22-12, 47-38, 62-60, 82-77 


Sharks seal ‘rubber’ match 


GAMES TODAY (Rizal ball park) 
9a.m.--Eihibtlon game 
1 p.m—Maniia vs Cebu (Game 3) 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


MANILA BUCKED THE ABSENCE 
ofits ace pitcher to nip Cebu, 9-8, 
yesterday and force the Baseball 
Philippines Series 2 best-of-three 
championship duel to the full dis- 
tance today at the Rizal Memorial 
ball park. 

Second stringer Romeo Jasmin, 
standing in for top pitcher Charlie 
Labrador, held his own against the 
determined band of Cebu batters, 
giving up 11 hits while striking 
out three in a no-relief job. 

“We really focused on Jasmin, if 
he does well we have a big chance,” 
youthful Manila team manager Jo- 
hel Palanog said in Filipino after the 
scrambling victory. 

Labrador and five other 
players who saw action for 
the national team that lost 
its baseball title to Thailand 


ja and third 
‘base Nino Tator of Manila 


Orillana won the opener of the ti- 
tle series for Cebu, 6-3, with a three- 
hitter Wednesday. 

“We have to make new adjust- 
ments when the nationals return to 
play tomorrow (today)" added 


The winner-take-all match is set 
atl p.m. 

Эгей Incbio shared the limelight 
with Jasmin, going three for five for 
the Sharks, who battered Saxon 
Omandac and Korean Jun Ha-seung 
fora total of 13 hits. 

Omandac was the loser for Cebu, 
yielding seven hits in the first two. 
and 2/3 innings, including six on 
top of the third where Manila ex- 
ploded with a five-run binge to take 
a7-1lead. 

The Dolphins rallied, however, 
scoring four runs in the bottom of 
the third for 7-5 then got another 
run in the fourth to cut the lead 


and Cebu's Joseph Orillana, Jonash EDWARD Landicho (fof Marta males i safely Ss third base as Anthony 


Ponce and Fulgencio Rances. 


Olayver of the Cebu Dolhpins tries to make a catch. 


RODELAOTON 


Boxers lead Scoop-Bacolod honor roll 


AN IMPRESSIVE CAST OF ATH- 
letes consisting of two world boxing 
champions, an Asian Games gold 
medalist, a Southeast Asian Games 
triple gold winner and two home- 
grown golfers making waves 
abroad head the list of awardees for 
the Sports Communicators Organi- 
zation of the Philippines-Bacolod 
‘Awards for Outstanding Athletes of 
Negros Occidental. 

Leading the roster of awardees 


BACOLOD CITY—NEGROS OCCIDENTAL 
tennis wonder Martina Guba achieved an- 
other milestone, earning an invitation to 
see action in the prestigious Australian 
Open Juniors’ Championship in Melbourne 
in January next year. 

The 14-year-old Guba was handed a spot 
in the juniors’ event of the “Grandslam of 
the Asia-Pacific” owing to her yearend 


are WBO junior bantamweight ti- 
Uist Gerry Peñalosa of San Carlos 
City and WBO minimumweight 
ruler Donnie Nietes of Murcia and 
Bacolod City; named co-athletes of 
the year, Scoop-Bacolod president 
George Liza announced yesterday. 
Bacolefio Joan Tipon who won 
the bantamweight gold medal in 
the Asian Games in Doha, Qatar, 
and Cauayan town's Amiel Ferrera, 
who ruled the SEA Games hammer 


throw event for the third straight 
time in Thailand recently, are also 
in the honor roll. 

The awarding rites, to be keynot- 
ed by former Scoop-Bacolod presi- 
dent and now sports commissioner 
Eric Loretizo, will be held at 3 p.m. 
ол Dec. 29 in Bacolod City. 

Also making the honor roll are 
James Yap, Reynel Hugnatan, Juvic 
Pagunsan and Mia Piccio. 

Cedelf Tupas, Inquirer Visayas 


Her father-coach, Socrates, said only 
players in the Top 8 were invited to join the 


prestigious tournament. 


What made Guba's qualification more 
notable was the fact that she only played 
three tournaments in the Asian circuit but 
gained 930 points. 

The points came from her triumph in the 
‘Agra Cup in Manila in October, a semifinal 
finish in the Riffa Views Cup in Bahrain and 
a finals appearance in the Asian 14-Under 
Championships also in Bahrain. 
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ALFIE Grijaldo (right) of Hapee loses 
possession during a physical rebound scuffle 
against Richard Cole of Toyota. aucustoetacnuz 


Newspaper 
to Clemens: 
“We're sorry’ 


LOS ANGELES—ROGER CLEMENS, ONE 
of the all-time finest pitchers in baseball, 
received. an apology from a leading, US 
newspaper on Friday for linking him to an 
court affidavit in a federal doping investi- 
gation. 

The Los Angeles Times made a front-page 
apology for із report in October 2006 citing 
anonymous sources that said Clemens and 
three other players had been named in the af- 
fidavit given by former Arizona Diamond- 
backs’ reliever Jason Grimsley. 

Clemens has denied using performance en- 
hancers, although his alleged steroids use was 
described over nine pages in Major League 
Baseballs Mitchell Report last week. 

Grimsley's affidavit was unsealed on Thurs- 
day, 18 months after the document was first 
released with players’ names blacked out, but 
those four players were not named. 

‘After the document was unsealed, Times 
spokesman Stephan Pechdimaldji said: “We 
regret ош report was inaccurate and will run 
a correction." Reuters 


Clark race puts 
up P1.8-M prize 


THE CLARK FREEPORT INTERNATIONAL. 
Marathon kicks off next year with organiz- 
ers setting up a race route that meets inter- 
national standards and putting up a total 
pot of P1.8 million. 

Already, runners from Singapore, 
Malaysia, China and Korea have sent word 
of their participation, the organizing Clark 
Development Corporation announced yes- 
terday. 

Determined to comply with international 
standards and regulations, CDC sought and 
got the sanction of the Philippine Amateur 
‘Track and Field Association (PATAFA). 

Acting as race director is veteran 
marathon organizer Rudy Biscocho, who 
will be using the newly acquired chip tim- 
ing system by AMB, the same timing system 
widely used in big international events 
such the Boston and New York marathons. 

Тһе marathon is set on Jan. 13 next year. 
For details, everyone is invited to log on to 
www.clarkmarathon.com. or call 7279987. 


Aussie Open juniors berth 


Natasha Palha, who defeated Guba in the fi- 
nal of the Asian 14-Under Championships, 
finished the year on top with 2280 points 
from six tournaments. 

Martina will leave for Melbourne on Jan. 
8, 2007, Socrates added. Part of her 
itinerary is to meet the world's top players 
who will compete in the tournament like 
defending men's champion Roger Federer, 
Rafael Nadal and Maria Sharapova. 

Guba will be the first Negrense to playin 
the Australian Open, Socrates said. Anoth- 


Christian Tan of BAP and Burlington's Dexter Tan and Rudy Tan agree 
to join hands for the Tiong Lian Basketball Tournament next month. 


ranking of No. 6 in the Asian 14-Under Ten- 
nis Series of the Asian Tennis Federation. 


Martina played the least tournaments 
among the players in the Top 8. India 's 


er Filipino, Casey Alcantara, played in Mel- 
bourne two years ago. 
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Young Trail Blaze 


stretch run to 10 


PORTLAND, OREGON—THE PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZ- 
ers were expected to have another rebuilding year after 
losing their future franchise player to injury before the 
season even started. Instead, they have won 10 
straight—the longest winning streak in the NBA this 
season. 

Martell Webster scored 19 points while Brandon Roy and 
LaMarcus Aldridge each added 18 in Portland’s 99-96 victo- 
ту over the Denver Nuggets on Friday night. It was the se- 
cond win over the Nuggets in less than a week. 

“Who would have thought Portland would do that?” Roy 
mused about the streak. “You'd think it would be Dallas or 
Phoenix.” 

Portland has not won as many consecutive games since the 
Blazers were victorious in 12 straight in the 2001-02 season. 

“Is hard to say theyre creeping up on teams. They are a 
hot team and they are playing well right now,” said Denver’s 
Carmelo Anthony, “Everything they throw up is going in 
and they are playing together right now.” 

‘Anthony and Allen Iverson each had 34 points for the 
Nuggets. Anthony added 12 rebounds. 

Portland, the youngest team in the NBA, started the 
streak with a win Dec. 3 at Memphis, after going 5-12 to 


phia’s 1983 championship team was hon- 
ored, Andrew Bynum and the Los Angeles 
Lakers spoiled the celebration. 

Bynum scored a career-high 24 points and 
grabbed 11 rebounds to lead Los Angeles. 

Kobe Bryant took 10 of his 20 shots in the 
first quarter and finished with 19 points. He 
left his hometown with the Lakers first reg- 
ular season win in Philadelphia since 2000. 


Celtics 107, Bulls 82 

In Boston, Paul Pierce scored 15 of his 22 
points in the third quarter and Boston won 
easily over Chicago. 

Pierce went 4-for-4 from 3-point range in 
the third before sitting out the fourth. Recov- 
ering quickly from their only home loss of 
the season, Boston never trailed in the 
game and never gave up its double-digit 
lead after 10 consecutive points made it 
40-22 with 7:50 left in the first half. 


Mavericks 102, Clippers 89 


start the season. In Dallas, Dirk Nowitzki scored 30 
‘Seven of the 10 wins һауе come at home, where the Blaz- Points to help Dallas win its fifth straight 
ers are 12-3. ‘Nowitzki has scored at least 30 in his past 


three games. 
‘The Clippers have lost 12 of 15 games. 
Dallas led by 12 at the half, but Los Angeles 
opened the third on a 15-6 run to briefly 


“We're a young team but we're growing up. We're matu- 
ring a lot during this win streak,” Roy said. 

‘The Nuggets were without starting forward Kenyon Mar- 
tin. He left in the second half against the Rockets with a leg 


injury and did not return. threaten. 
A OTHER RESULTS: Pistons 92, Grizzlies 67; Jazz 113, 
Lakers 106, Sixers 101 Magic 94; Hawks 97, Wizards 92; Bobcats 105, Knicks 95; % 


In Philadelphia, on a night Julius Erving and Philadel- Timberwolves 131, Pacers 118. a 


decades through balanced news and fearless views, 
share this honor 


As we celebrate our 22nd anniversary, Inquirer grants Number 1 wishes of 22 loyal readers - from a simple 
wish of meeting your local idol to an adventurous one like spending a weekend with your family in Palawan. 
Let us know what you really want. In 300 words or less, tell us: 


1) How long have you been reading the Philippine Dally inquirer? 
2) What do you like most about the inquirer, and we dare ask, what do you like least? 
3) What Is your number 1 wish that Inquirer can grani you, and why? 


Promo Mechanics: 


Л) Answer the three (3) questions in a total of 
200 words or less. 


6) As Philippine Daily Inquirer is on its 22nd year, twenty-two 
(22) best entries will Бе chosen by a panel of Inquirer 
editors and executives. 


7) Winners will be announced in Inquirer on January 22. and 
notified through postal mail. 


2) Choose one (1) way of sending your entry: 
a) Email, 8) Winners must present at least one (1) valid ID with photo 
(school company. government) and ihe natification from 


mumberlGinquirer.com.ph the Philippine Daily Inquires. 


^b) Postal Mail 
отсе 


Number 1 Promo 
Marketing Department 

саман. Delly inquirer 

1098 Chino Roces Avenue 

Comer Yague and Mascardo Streets 
Makati City 1204 


10) Taxes will be paid by the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


11) Prizes not claimed within sixty (60) days trom receipt ot 


inquiet 


12) Winners shall agree lo have their names and photos 


3) You may only send one (1) entry. in the event that you 
send more than one entry, Inquirer will honor your first entry. 
All other enlries will be disqualifed. 


manner of advertisement as the Phiippine Daily Inquirer 


AP 607 


9) Prizes can be claimed at the Philippine Daily Inquirer head 


nolincation will be forfeited in tavor of the Philippine Daily 


published in the newspaper or announced in any mode ог 


Ұға 


Mayweather 


Pus, 


giving up 


boxing for martial arts? 


DALLAS—BOXER FLOYD MAYWEATHER. 
Jr this week discussed competing in mixed 
martial arts. 

Mark Cuban, owner of the Dallas Maver- 
icks NBA team and a mixed martial arts 
promotional company, confirmed the meet- 
ing after the Mavericks game Friday. 

“We're definitely going to work togeth- 
ex,” Cuban told The Associated Press. “It’s 
just a question of in what capacity. You just 
don't jump from being a boxer to ап ММА 
fighter overnight. He's got to test the wa- 
ters.” 

The story was first reported by ES- 
PN.com. 

The 30-year-old Mayweather rivals 
Bernard Hopkins as the best pound-for- 
pound fighter in the world and boxing's No. 
1 drawing card. His fights this year with 
Ricky Hatton and Oscar De La Hoya gener- 


second straight 
year. 
Tom Brady, TOM Brady ” 


who led the New 


may deem appropriate 


4) Include the following intormation in your entry: 
тау Full name 
b) Residential address 
©) Landline number 
9) Mobile number 
әд) Date of birth 


shall be final 


14) All employees of the Philippine Daily Inquirer their 


‘and of its advertising agency, are not allowed lo 
participate in this promo. 


6) Philippine Daily inquirer will ac: 
December 


pt entries from 12:01 AM of 


13) In case of dispute. the Philippine Daily Inquirers decision 


relatives up to second degree of consanguinity or affinity. 


England Patriots to 14 consecutive wins 
and was on pace to break the NFL single 
season touchdown pass record of 49, was 
the Male Athlete of the Year. 

Ochoa received 71 votes from mem- 
bers of The Associated Press in the United 
States, equal to the combined total of the 
1 next seven athletes below her on the list. 


She joined Annika Sorenstam, Kathy 
Whitworth, Mickey Wright and Babe Za- 


5:30 am 10:30 an 
reactar aise Мез = Pe 


Hawk атр 


Саваж о 


of the Year 


ated $3.25 million pay-per-view buys, 
more than $200 million in revenue and 
earned him about $50 million. 

Cuban's promotional company HDNet 
Fights has put on two events so far, the lat- 
est in Dallas on Dec. 15. The bouts are 
shown on Cuban's HDNet. 

“It would be huge,” Cuban said. “He's an 
icon in boxing. He's conquered that world. 
He is the champ and he wants to be the 
biggest grossing all-time champ as well. 
Having him work with MMA and HDNet 
Fights would be huge. It would take it to a 
whole other level.” 

Mayweather and Cuban became friends 
when they were contestants this year on the 
celebrity ballroom dancing talent show 
“Dancing with the Stars.” Cuban was May- 
weather's guest at the Hatton fight in Las 
Vegas on Dec. 8. 


Ochoa, Brady: AP 


Athletes 


NEW YORK—ME- 
xican golfer Loren 
Ochoa was the 
overwhelming 

choice as the As- 
sociated Press Fe- 
male Athlete of 
the Year, winning 
the award for the 


harias as the only 
golfers to win the 
award in consec- 
uüve | years. 
Sorenstam won. 
three straight be: 


fore Ochoa took it 
in 2006. 
"Being com- 


B 2 pared with such 
4 exceptional play- 
ers makes me feel 
honored,” Ochoa 
saidinan e-mail from Mexico. 

Justine Henin, who won her third 
straight French Open title in tennis, was 
second with 17 votes. 

Brady received 51 votes, 18 more than 
runner-up Roger Federer, the Swiss ten- 
nis star who won his fifth consecutive 
Wimbledon and fourth consecutive U.S. 
Open titles, his 11th and 12th Grand 
Slam titles. AP 


LORENA Ochoa 
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Floirendo Jr. was supposed to take over as chair of Anflo 


pss DAVAO DEL NORTE—ANTONIO R. “TONYBOY” 


Management and Investments Corp., the flagship company 
ofthe Floirendo group on his 56th birthday. 


The ceremony and the speech had al- 
ready been prepared and his family had 
backed the momentous move. 

But the former three-term representa- 
tive of the 2nd district of Davao del Norte 
tumed down the offer, saying that the po- 
sition still rightfully belongs to his father, 
Antonios: ' 

Antonio Sr. of Bauan, La Union was one 
of, niany intrepid Ilocano businessmen 


who saw great opportunity in the “Land of 
Promise” that was Mindanao after World 
Warll. 

"Thus he left his successful hardware 
and equipment supply business in Manila. 
and came down with his young wife, 
Nenita del Rosario, to Davao City in 1947. 
He proceeded to painstakingly build the 
group from a Ford dealership into the 
multibillion-peso agriculture-based con- 
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glomerate that the Anflo group is today. 

The Floirendos own, among others, 
Tagum Agricultural Development Co. 
(Tadeco), which runs the country's largest 
banana plantation. 

“You still have a lot to do,” Tonyboy told 
his 92-year-old father in a mix of Bisaya 
and English before the enthusiastic 
crowd, “so you can't go yet.” 

But while Antonio Sr. still holds the 
reins, much of the leather is in the hands 
of Tonyboy, a management graduate of 
Boston University, who is determined to 
steer the Anflo group into new territories. 

‘Tonyboy told the Inquirer on the flight 
back to Manila that his plan was to make 
the Anflo group less dependent on the 


E-mail: business@inquirer.com.ph 


revenues from agriculture and agricul- 
ture-related logistics and more involved in 
other equally profitable sectors, such as 
real estate, 

The younger Floirendo revealed that 
plans were underway to develop some 
pieces of property bought through the 
years by his father to take advantage of 
the boom in the industry. 

The Anflo group, he said, would defi- 
nitely take in partners in recognition of the 
fact that developing land into condomini- 
ums, mixed-use developments or industri- 
al estates is not one of the groups 
strengths. 

Its most recent major foray into the real 
estate market involves the development of 


Informing and Inspiring Filipino readers tor more than two decades through balanced news and fearless views, the 
Philippine Dally Inquirer has undoubtedly become the country's number 1 newspaper. Our heartfelt thanks for 


making the Inquirer а part of your daily reading habit. 


As we celebrate our 22° anniversary, Inquirer grants 22 loyal readers their wishes - from an exciting wish like 
meeting your local Idol to a romantic one like celebrating your 25" wedding anniversary In a beach resort. Let us 
know what you really want. In 300 words or loss, fell us: 


1) How long have you been reading the Philippine Daily Inquirer? 
2) What do you like most about the Inquirer, and we dare ask, what do you like least? 
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3) What Is your number 1 wish that Inquirer can grant you, and why? 
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ANTONIO “Tonyboy” Floirendo Jr. vice 
chair, Anflo Management and 
Investments Corp. (left) aerial view of 
the Floirendos' vast banana plantation 
PHOTOS BYERNIEU SARMIENTO 


The younger 
Floirendo wants to 
see the group become 
less dependent 

on agriculture 


Tonyboy Floirendo to steer the Anflo group into new territories 


а 9-hectare property in Davao through a 
partnership with Ayala Land Inc. 

The project estimated to cost P2.3 bil- 
lion is the two groups’ latest joint venture 
after the Regency condominiums in Sal- 
cedo Village, Makati City. 

Anflo, through unit Damosa Land 
Inc., also invested in Microtel Davao Inn 
and Suites, the first Microtel in Min- 
danao that opened on Tonyboy's birth- 
day last Dec. 15. 

"Tonyboy has been able to spot these 
new areas of interest with the help of his 
friends, one of whom is former Trade Sec- 
retary and SGV and Co. chair Roberto V 
Ongpin. 
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AFTER WORLD WAR II, A GENERAL 
and his young lieutenant were travel- 
ing by train in England. When they 
boarded, the only seats left were 
across from a beautiful young lady 
and her grandmother. The soldiers sat 
facing the ladies. As the train pulled 
out it went through a long tunnel. For 
about ten seconds there was total 
darkness, In the silence, of the mo- 
ment, the train's passengers heard 
two unmistakable sounds—a kiss and 
aslap. Everyone on the train had their 
own perceptions as to what hap- 
pened. 

The young lady thought to herself, 
“tm flattered that the lieutenant 
kissed me, but Im terribly embar- 
rassed that Grandmother hit him!” 

‘The grandmother thought, “I'm ag- 
gravated that he kissed my grand- 
daughter, but I'm proud she had the 
courage to retaliate!” 

The general wondered, “My lieu- 
tenant showed guts to kiss the girl, 
but why did she slap me by mistake?" 

The lieutenant was only one who 
knew what had happened. For, in the 
brief moment of darkness, he had 
seized the opportunity both to kiss a 
pretty girl and slap his general. 


Blind spot 
Blind spots are the areas where we 
are in the dark about ourselves. We 


are oblivious to our blind spots, and 
they may wreak havoc on our leader- 
ship. In a previous column, I began a 
discussion of leadership blind spots 
by looking at the dangers of a self- 
centered perspective. In this article, 
Td like to examine another 
widespread blind spot—insecurity. 

The Blind Spot—An area in the 
lives of people іп which they continu- 
ally do not see themselves or their sit- 
uation realistically. This unawareness 
often causes great damage to the peo- 
ple and those around them. 


Blind spot: Insecurity 

Personal insecurity may be the 
most widespread blind spot in leader- 
ship. Insecurity causes a leader to 
think selfishly when the very essence 
of leadership is to focus on others. In- 
secure leaders place their followers in 
jeopardy, put the organization in per- 
il, and even endanger themselves. 

Telltale behavioral signs make inse- 
cure leaders easy to spot. First, inse- 
cure leaders have a hard time giving 
credit to others. Insecure people oper- 
ate from an internal deficit. They are 
empty inside, and, as such, they are 
constantly seeking affirmation. Bot- 
tom line: Insecure people are needy 
people. 

А second symptom of an insecure 
leader is the habit of withholding in- 


The blind spot 


A LEADER'S WA) 


formation. Communication can be a 
form of empowerment, but insecure 
leaders conceal it to gain control. 
They may even leverage information 
to manipulate those they lead. By re- 
leasing information a leader demon- 
strates trust and confidence, whereas 
withholding it belies a fear and inse- 
curity. 

Crab mentality Another warning 
sign of an insecure leader is the habit 
of feeling threatened by the growth of 
others. Instead of empowering those 
they lead, an insecure leader may de- 
liberately stunt the growth of follow- 
ers. A classic example comes from ob- 
serving a bucket of crabs. If one crab 
is trapped in a bucket, it will have no 
trouble climbing out. However, if sev- 
eral crabs are trapped, they will never 
escape. As soon as one begins to climb 
toward freedom, the others will pull it 
back down. Like the crabs, insecure 
leaders habitually drag down those 


around them. 

A final quality of insecure leader- 
ship is micromanagement. Insecure 
leaders are control freaks. Distrustful, 
they have tight reigns on everyone 
and everything. 

Shedding light 

As a leader, how do you fix a blind 
spot when you can’t even see it? 

1. Ask those who know you best to 
identify your blind spot. 

For instance, Ive asked my assis- 
tant, Linda Eggers, ‘for feedback on 
my blind spots, and she has kindly 
and candidly helped me to discover 
them. : 

My Blind Spot: Since I assume right 
motives in those around me and 
lieve in the importance of a great a 
tude, Ido not always give a timely and 
realistic assessment of the people and 
situations around me. 

1 couldn't have articulated this 
blind spot on my own. Ineeded some- 
опе else to verbalize it for me, and 
Linda enabled me to see it. 

2. Openly discuss your blind spots 
with your inner circle. 

Be transparent with your inner cir- 
cle about your recurring blind spots. 
You will need to rely on your team to 
counterbalance your personal weak- 
nesses. 

3. Assume your blind spots cannot 


beremoved by you. 

Remember our definition of the” 
Blind Spot—'An area in the lives of 
people in which they continually do | 
not see themselves or their situation 
realistically.” 

Thave had the same blind spots my 
entire life. Ive learned to compensate 
for them, but I've never been able to | 
remove them. 

4. Develop and empower a team to 
cover your blind spots. 

Tve been able to avoid the pitfalls of 
my blind spots by surrounding myself 
with quality people. For instance, 4 
whenever I face a major business de- 
cision, my brother, Larry, goes with : 
me. He is much shrewder than Tam in 
the business arena, and his perspec- 
tive covers the deficiencies in my vi- 
sion. 

Delegation can also save you from 
the dangers of a blind spot. My ten- ' 
dency to see the best in others and to 
put my faith in their potential has led 
to some horrible hiring decisions. My 
organizations didn't start to hire bet- 
ter people until I quit being the one 
who hired them. 

Merry Christmas everyone! 

For information on John Maxwell's 
in-house or public leadership or team: 
work workshops, please email us at 
bingericta@gmail.com or call 813: 
2049/27321. God bless! 


Emerging taipans boost 


Pinoy entrepreneurial spirit 


WE'VE OFTEN HEARD OF INSPIRA- 
tional stories about Filipino-Chinese 
taipans who have excelled in business 
and are now ranked as the wealthiest 
Filipinos. 

Emerging is a new breed of busi- 
nessmen who are becoming examples 
of the entrepreneurial Pinoy. 

While the taipans showed that 
poverty is no match for an enterpris- 
ing spirit, these new breed of busi- 
nessmen prove that Filipinos are also 
capable of building conglomerates, 
carving their own success stories and 
putting their country on the global 
business map. 

They are the new Filipino taipans. 
And they attribute success not just on 
hard work because today it takes more 
than that to survive in business. These 
men are passionate about their respec- 
tive ventures; are proponents of quali- 
ty and excellence; and have great vi- 
sions of the things to come. Here's a 
shortlist. 


беп. Manuel “Manny” Villar Jr. 

From his childhood days selling 
seafood in the market the astute Sena- 
tor Villar has emerged as the fifth in 
Forbes magazine's list of “The Philip- 
pines’ 40 Richest.” But success did not 
come by easily; Villar had to switch ca- 
reers until he found an opportunity in 
the sand and gravel business and 
pitched in a capital of 10,000. 

The business flourished. Villar went 
on to develop residential subdivisions, 
the most known of which were Camel- 
la and Palmera Homes, through Crown 
Asia that is now under the holdings 
company called Vista Land and 


Lifescapes Inc. 


Dr. Rolando 
Hortaleza 
The chair and 
CEO of Splash 
Holdings, al- 
ready among 
the country’s 
300 largest cor- 
porations, now 
markets prod- 
ucts in over 20 
countries and 


! Ё with virgin со- 


SENMANNYVILAR conut oil as one 


of his prime products. A major player 
in developing a market for skin 
whitening products, Hortaleza's com- 
pany is now the sixth largest player in 
the country’s cosmetics and toiletries 
industry. 

Hortaleza and his wife used their 
P12,000 wedding gift asa startup capi- 
tal for their business. Today, this busi- 
ness has gone to include a nationwide 
retail store chain called HBC. 


Amb, Jose E.B. Antonio 

The founder and chair of Century 
Properties started his firm with a work- 
ing capital of P30,000, six employees, 
and at the worst possible period—six 
days before the 1986 Edsa People Pow- 
er Revolution. 

But for the perennial academic 
scholar and Harvard Business School 
alumnus there couldn't have been a 
better timing to venture into real es- 
tate. Today, after experiencing four 
“boom and bust” cycles in the Philip- 
pine economy, Century Properties ге- 


Going beyond bananas 


ТОМҮВОҮ Floirendi 
Antonio Floirendo Sr. 


“I consider him а mentor” 
‘Tonyboy said. “1 consult him on 
any move that I make and at no 
charge.” 

‘The second of six children said 
he looks up to Ongpin not only 
because of his sharp mind and 
keen business acumen but also 
because it was Ongpin who intr 
duced the Floirendos to the Chiq- 
uita group in 1969, paving the 
way for the family’s entry into the 


which 
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The 


a huddle with his father, “Banana King” 


banana growing industry for 
be known for. 


opportunity to shift to another 
crop at that time because Tadeco 
was losing out market share for its 
abaca to oil-based nylon ropes. It 
needed to go into another business 
and the answer was in bananas. 


uita group lasted from 1969 until 


biggest 


the group will eventually 
Anflo group grabbed at the 


work.” 


relationship with the Chiq- 


1992 when Anflo started supply- 
ing to Del Monte. 

Tadeco today is the single 
producer о fresh 
Cavendish bananas in the Philip- 
pines with over 6,500 hectares of 
property dedicated to the science 
and art of producing world-class 
bananas that pass the stringent re- 
quirements of the global market. 

About 20 million boxes a year of 
bananas under the Del Monte 
brand reach markets such as 
Japan, China, Hong Kong, Korea, 
Russia, Singapore, New Zealand 
and the Middle East. 

‘Tonyboy credits the feat largely 
to his father. known as the “Ba- 
nana King’—who “made some- 
thing out of nothing” 

“He was actually a mining engi- 
neer by profession but he got into 
business because he had great 
people skills and always had a pio- 
neering spirit,” Tonyboy said, “and 
being Ilocano, he was good with 
money. think it also had a lot to 
do with luck and a lot of hard 


Топубоу said his father instilled 
in him the value of putting in an 
honest day's work as early as high 
school when he was ordered to 
work part-time asa mechanic. 


mains resilient with 3,000 employees, 
more than 40 projects to its name, over 
$2 billion worth of assets under man- 
agement, six excellence awards, and a 
thriving full-service real estate busi- 
ness that includes property devel- 
opment, marketing and proper- 

ty management. 

But more than these 
achievements, Antonio is 
proud to have introduced re- 
al estate innovations to Fil- 
ipino home buyers, having 
pioneered the Fully-Fit- 
ted, Fully-Furnished and 
Fuliy-Serviced concept (im 
four of his current projects) and” 
the first transportation-oriented resi- 
dential condo. 

Antonio marks another “first” by be- 
ing the first Fil- 
ipino real es- 
tate en- 
trepreneur to 
build a project 
in Manhattan, 
New 
York—The 
Centurion. The 
luxury residen- 
tial building 
will be de- 
! signed by the 

legendary ar- 

chitect LM. Pei 
in French lime- 
stone and will 


ENRIQUE RAZON 


rise on Fifth Avenue, іп Manhattan's 
most important neighborhood called 
the Plaza District. 


He says: “The key to real estate is not 
just location, location, location but al- 
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the house. 


cause he is honest.” 


‘Tonyboy learned more from his 
father when he started working 
for the company full-time in 1975 
when he got home from Boston 
University and he tied to apply 
the same value of honesty. 


“in my first two years of high 
school, I would go to the shop on 
Saturdays from 7:30 алп. to 5 in 
the afternoon. I was paid P7 а 
week, which was good money in 
those days,” he said. “in my third 
and fourth years, I worked in the 
spare parts section.” 

Tonyboy said he used to com- 
plain about having to go to work 
when his friends were out having 
fun on weekends. It also did not 
help that his father was a strict dis- 
diplinarian whose word was law in 


But he realizes now that his fa- 
ther was teaching him valuable 
lessons, not the least of which is to 
deal honesty with all kinds of peo- 
ple, especially the ordinary work- 
es. 

“My father always tells me to be 
straightforward and honest, espe- 
cially with the workers, because 
ме are all equals,” he said, “that is 
why my father is proud to say that 
һе can look anybody in the eye be- 


so timing, timing and perfect timing. 
Take action. To be a winner in life, find 
a rising trend, be a doer and not a pas- 
sive onlooker.” 

As special envoy of the Philippines 
to China, Antonio is also proud to have 
brought several investments into the 
country, and is now at the forefront of 
the nonprofit investment advocacy or- 
ganization called the Philippine-China 
Business Council. 


Enrique K. Razon Jr. 

“Another Filipino entrepreneur who 
has gone global, the chairman and 
president of the International Contain- 
er Terminal Services Inc. (ICTSI) heads 
the largest corporation in the country 
that provides container port terminal 
services in Manila, Subic, Batangas, 
General Santos City, Poland and 
Brazil. 

This year, Razon's company signed 
multimillion agreements with three 
major foreign ports to further expand 


can. 


Margie, 21. 


toinette in 1990, 


hisheir apparent. 


There's the proverbial Ilocano 
work ethic and discipline with 
money that Antonio Sr. made sure 


to pass on to his children. 


The tall, fashionable and charis- 
matic Tonyboy likewise picked up 
his fathers innate ability to deal 
with all kinds of people, making 
him a natural to become a politi 


His gift for gab definitely came 
in handy when he was wooing 
Margarita Moran, who was 
crowned Miss Universe in 1973, 
whom he would eventually marry 
despite his parents objections. 
"They did not talk to me for 
months after that and even cut me 
off for a while,” revealed Tonyboy, 
who said he eloped with his Miss 
‘Universe when he was 23 and 


But it did not take long for An- 
tonio Sc and Nenita to come 
around, especially with the birth of 
their ' grandchildren —Monica. 
Danielle in 1986 and Gabrielle An- 


They were family, after all and 
Antonio Sr. still had much to teach 


“We have always been conser- 
vative in our financial dealings. We 
do not borrow heavily” Tonyboy 


its international program. ICTSI also 
recently secured a 20-year contract to 
put up a $180-million multi-user con- 
tainer terminal at the Port of Bue- 
naventura in Colombia. 

At 47, Razon is already the chair of 
Razon Industries Inc, and Sureste 
Properties Inc. He is a director of A. 
Soriano Corp., Cebu International 
Container Terminal Inc., Subic Bay 
International Terminal Holdings Inc., 
Subic Bay International Terminal 
Corp. and several other firms. 

Rounding up the list are Amb. Jesus 
Tambunting, chairman and CEO of the 
leading Planters Development Bank 
@lantersbank) for small and medium 
enterprises; Fred Ramos, son of Ма- 
tional Bookstore's Socorro Ramos, 
whose Atlas Consolidated is gearing up 
to reclaim its role as one of the biggest 
exporters of copper and nickel, and 
Salvador Zamora, whose firm Rio Tuba 
is one of the country's largest exporters 
of nickel. 


said, "that is one reason why we 
were not too affected by the Asian 
currency crisis because whatever 
dollar borrowings we had we were 
able to pay before the crisis 
struck” 

Thus while other companies 
hobbled under the weight of their 
debt burden, Anflo moved from 
‘strength to strength, growing the 
other product lines such as 
pineapples (Davao Agricultural 
Ventures Corp.), swine (Nenita 
farms), citrus fruits, coconut prod- 
ucts and even thoroughbred hors- 
es (Nest-Farms Inc.). 

Алдо is also still involved in au- 
tomotive and has gone on to invest 
in transport and forwarding ser- 
vices, manufacturing and trading 
and tourism through the Pearl 
Farm Beach Resort and Malipano 
island. 

"Ionyboy is confident that there 
are other businesses that the Anflo 
group can get into and he is look- 
ing into the possibility of venturing 
abroad. 

As his father always says, there 
are opportunities out there, so do 
not close the doors on them. 

Hell be glad to know that Tony- 
boy has no intention of starting 
now. 
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By Joselle Badilla and Rizalene Асас 
Inquirer Mindanao 


DAVAO — CITY—WHEN EDUARDO 
Amigleo came home to the Philippines after 
working with McDonald's in San Francisco, 
United States for 22 years, he immediately 
knew what he wanted'to do. 

Amigleo says his heart always tells him to 
return to the Philippines and share what he 
learned and experienced in working in a 
fast food chain. 

As soon as he arrived here, Amigleo 
teamed up with his batch mates from the 
Ateneo de Davao University—Davao trans- 
port king Ronald Bangayan, Alberto Dy and 
Reynaldo Coronel—to put up Taba Taba. 

‘Taba Taba, a restaurant serving afford- 
able “lutong bahay” dishes, rose at the cor- 
ner of Mt. Apo St. here on Oct. 13. The 
hame means fat in English and was chosen 
because of the Filipinos love for fatty foods. 

“We have 15 employees here. This is а 
Small restaurant but we trained the em- 
ployees to give fast service. Here, food will 
be served in 3-4 minutes to the customers,” 


[m7 


etsi ides 


NIGHT diners in Taba Taba. 


Amigleo tells the INQUIRER. 

He says customers should experience 
food satisfaction and should get their mon- 
еу worth with the help of food attendants, 
who get the orders correctly. 

"Ive had many-experiences about food 
attendants not listening to what the cus- 
tomer is ordering. Hindi nagko-concen- 
trate. Yung order na isusulat iba sa sinasabi 
ng customers,” he says. 

Amigleo says his experience as a store 
manager of McDonald's in San Francisco 
helped a lot in running the restaurant. 

“The McDonald's store I managed got 13 
awards for being an outstanding store. In 
opening our own small restaurant, it’s just 
passing on the secret and the secret is eye to 
eye contact and to listen to what the cus- 
tomer is saying,” he says. 

Amigleo says the style of training he got 
from his former employer was what he was 
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EDUARDO Amigleo 


trying to implement in the business he 
opened here. 

Today, the bulk of customers come 
around lunch and dinner. 

“Madaming students who order takeout. 
Pag pasok ng dinner around 6:30 p.m. 
meron naman mga employees,” he says. 

Amigleo says people would often ask 
them why food is cheap despite its good 
quality. 

“Lutong bahay lahat, kung ano ang luto 
ng parents natin, yon ang gingagawa namin 
dito. Masarap at quality food. Even our din- 
uguan, liempo,” he says. 

‘After catering to students and other “up- 
scale” clients, Amigleo is now training his 
eyes on taxi drivers. 

“We will soon open a canteen for the 
drivers, still the same lutong bahay at a 
cheaper price,” Amigleo says. 

He says the opening of a canteen for taxi 
drivers was prompted by observations that 
they were more keen on eating in a place 
where they feel at ease. 

“Dati sa opening ng Taba Taba, sila din 
mga cutomers namin. Pero syempre nahi- 
hiya nayan kumain dito. They eat more en- 
joyably at the company of their fellow 
drivers, mahabang kwentuhan yan sila. 
Mas masaya sila pag nasa canteen,” he 
says. 

Taba Taba's house specialty is humba 
sold for P45, chicken gizzard and chicken 
liver at P15, pork BBQ/longganisa at P20; 
kilawin tenga, Р50; kilawin kambing, P60; 
kalderetang kambing, P65. They also have 
breakfast meal as low as P35, hot cup of 
brewed coffee, P45; Expresso, P50 and 
Cappuccino, P60. 


Roasters has new look 


KENNY ROGERS ROASTERS. 
recently renovated its SM 
Megamall branch with a new 
look aimed at making cus- 
tomers feel at home. 

The 200-seater branch at 


` the ground level of SM-Mega- 


mall A features earth tones, 
lime and olive green accents, 
stone-finished, tables and 
brightly lit countertops. 
Large mirrors suggest a feel- 
ing of spaciousness while 
new drop light fixtures give 
the place a modern and con- 
temporary feel. There is a 
couch in the caramel-and- 


cream themed Kenny's Café 
and cushioned booths and 
all-wood picnic tables. A VIP | · 
section with bigger tables 

and cushioned benches is al- 
so available for those who 
want to dine in'a more re- 
laxed pace, 

There are giant backlit 
posters of Kenny's iributh-wa- 
tering dishes such as the Clas- 
sic Roast Chicken, 
Bourbon Ribs, fresh salads, 
pastas, side dishes, muffins 
and sandwiches. 

For delivery services, dial 
533-8888. 
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Cayenne Porsche Financing Campaign in partnership with Banco De Oro. All applications are subject to bank approval. PGA Cars is a CAMPI Member. 


It’s only a feeling. 


The Cayenne. 


Many people feel they can’t afford a Porsche. 


Drive home the Cayenne with our special ownership packages: 


* Net monthly payment for as low as P65,000.00 OR 
** Down payment schemes for as low as P952,500.00. 


“ Every purchase.comes with an owner's exclusive Cayenne Watch 


“from the Porsche Design Driver's Collection. 


PORSCHE 


Porsche Centre Philippines 


PGA Cars Porsche Building 
201 EDSA, Mandaluyong City 
Tel.: (02) 727-0145 


Per DTI NCR permit #A3-1011 series of 2007. Promo valid from December 7, 2007 to January 30, 2008. 
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PLOT & SMART Chairman Manuel V. 
Pangilinan sll smiles with the great 
out of guests fof this year's 
salamat Night. 
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LR: Mari Javier of PLOT, Jojo Mendiola of SM, Kat 
Luna-Abelarde and Luigi Lopa of PLOT 
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Team: Bong Leal, Johnny 
Estacio, and Lito Balanon 


L-A: Bobby Galinato of 


n this particular night you 

could say there was only 

one place and event that 

beckoned as a defiant 
stronghold for Manila's indomitable 
party spirit. It was, of course, PLDT's 
Pasasalamat Night '07 at the Fort's 
NBC Tent. 

In the face of what turned out 
to be a rather unsettling event in 
Makati that day, PLDT partners and 
most valued customers trooped to 
the Tent to be treated to 
Pasasalamat's characteristic all-out 
fete of flowing drinks and a 
spread ав only 
renowned chef Billy King could whip 


mouth-watering 


And the entertainment lived 
up to the hype of a genuine 80's 
bash with cover. hit performances of 
Gloria Gaynor, Kool and the Gang, 
and Earth Wind and Fire. There was 
an unmistakable festive care-free 
attitude in the air; you could close 


Philam. Tina Alberto of PLOT, 
Romy Tabaliza of PLOT, Kip 
Caparros of KUP Bank. Jun 


San Juan of Philam 
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your eyes and the world indeed felt 
happier, younger. More than 2,000 
guests joined in the collective 
hurrah 

There was no mistaking it~ 
Pasasalamat partyers tonight were 
looking for some serious unwinding 
and relief; walls came down as new 
friendships were forged 

They certainly got it in the 
glamorous Pasasalamat '07, now a 
traditional yearly affirmation of 
solidarity and partnership between 
PLDT and it's valued clients across 
various business sectors. After 
earih-shaking performances by Silk 
Band and more modern hip numbers 
by. sultry Mocha, one lucky winner 
took home the keys of a brand new 
Hyundai Tucson. 

Ask anyone who was there, 
they'll tell you it was a perfect night 
of grinds, bumps, and high-fives in 
celebration of closer relationships 
and thanksgiving. 


LR Finina Gorres of PLDT, t 
асо, and Eric R. Abert, 


Javier of 
PLOT, Ed 
Francisco 
вро and 
Jovy 
Hernandez 
of PLDT 


By Marlet D. Salazar 


As The Medical City (ТМС) celebrates 
40 years of leadership in the neat sec. 
tor, they pay tribute to the past, ac- 
knowledging that the last four decades 
have shaped what TMC stands for to: 
day and more importantly, what ТМС 
wili stana for tomorrow 

Initially known as ABM Sison Hospital in 
honor of ts fist Meaical director Angeri- 
CO BM. Sison, it opened with 93 beds in 
1967. it adapted the name The Medi 
Cal City sk years later, The new name 
signaled renewed commitment to 
constantly raising the bar in delivering 
quality heath care. 

in ifs previous site in Mandaluyong, 
ТМС expanded its facilities and estab 
lished its track record over time, Its new 
facility at Meralco Compound in Ori- 
gas now positions the hospital to as 
Sume leadership in the heaith sector Its 
president and CEO, Dr. Alfredo Beng: 
топ, envisioned this new location and 


the associated modernization as fat | 


back in 1996. By 2004, the vision be- 
came a reality, 


Patients as partners 


"As we prepared to move to ош new 


-— 
и» 


home. we instituted wide- 
tanging organizational. trans: 
formation in preparation for 
achieving higher growth tra- 
jectories going forward.” said 
Dr. Alfredo Bengzon, president 
and CEO of TMC. 

The Medical City puts for 
ward а new innovative 
paradigm in delivering heat 
‘service - that of the patient as 
a partner. In TMC, patients are 
empowered to make deci- 
sions and take action with re- 
gatas to their health. The med- 
ical practitioner acts as an ed- 
ucator, guide, consultant, and 
yes, a friend as the patient pur- 
sugs personal goals in health: 

| andwelness. 

To operationalize this patient 
partnership philosophy, ТМС 
паз established the Center for 
Patient Partnership headed by 
Dr, Florionne Valdes. ‘When we 
speak about our mission of 

“pitting the patient on center 
| stage, we are realy taling 


Rina ns] 


pasama (27 
ашыны) ENDE 


able for people to look after thelr 
health; not just a place to go to when 
they are already sick. ТМС is thus a 
strong advocate of health promotion 
and disease prevention 

With these principles in mind, the 
center holds regular fora on health ed 
ucation, and information, including 
those that relate to various lifestyle dis- 
eases such diabetes, cancer, hyper- 
tension, and obesity. It is in these areas 
that the patient partnership. propos! 
tion and value of prevention vs. treat 
ment are even more important, 


Flagship Programs 

ТМС has invested in state-of-the-art 
equipment and cutting edge tech- 
nologies to establish Flagship Pros, 
grams or centers of excellence in Weil- 
ness, Cardiovascular Services, Cancer 


‘Care, Neurosciences arid Regenera- 
tive Medicine. 

Currently, TMC's `15-storey Nursing 
Tower already has 500 beds, while the 
second tower can be built-out for 300 
moje: These Nursing Towers are con 
nected by a Podium and bridgeways 


making it a patient- and environment: 


fiendy medical facility. Overlooking 
the Pasig and Antipolo skyline. the 18 
floors of the Medical Arts Tower house 
280 doctors clinics. 

Bringing its services right to the pà: 
tients: communities are TMC's seven 
satelite clinics that deliver a full range 
of diagnostic and therapeutic services 
onan outpatient basis, 


World-class healthcare 

TMC has recently been awarded oc- 
creditation by the Joint Commission In- 
ternational Accreditation {ЈСІА), the 
most prestigious accrediting body for, 
international healthcare organizations. 
Not only did IMC achieve the acciedi 
tation with flying colors, they also re- 
ceived perfect scores In standards те- 
lated fo access to care, continuity of 
care. quality improvement, and pa- 
fient safety. 

AICI accreditation serves às external 
validation that we meet and even ex- 
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Borderless World 


The Medical City pursues 
leadership in global heal 


ceed the most exacting intemational 
benchmarks,” said Dr. Augusto Sarmiento, 
chairman of the board of TMC. 

JCIA was developed by international өх- 
perts and address the organizations level 
of accomplishment in key functional areas, 
such as patient care, patient rights, facility. 
safety and organizational governance, 
With Сї gold seal of approval, patients 
are assured of quality patient care af par 
with the best hospitals in the world. 2 


TMC launches technological firsts 
Technology plays an important role in 
TMC's quest for leadership. During ils week- 
long 40th anniversary celebration, IMC 
launched four major projects that will tevo- 
lutionize patient care and customer ser- 
vice as we now it. The Medical Information. 
Documentation and Automation System: 
otherwise known as MIDAS is a technology © 
that enables doctors to access thelr par 
tients! records In digital form through ће, 
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The transfer to the new home marks the strengthening 
of its commitment to provide better healthcare to the 
Filipino people and the empowering of patients. 
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i Technologies f diagnosing and treating patients since laboratories 

р * Committed Laboratory | provide 70 to 80 percent of the data physicians 

| Professionals | ү use to make medical decisions. 

" .p Identifi A t. MARSMAN DRYSDALE MEDICAL PRODUCTS, INC. 
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MEDICAL Propucts, Inc. diagnostic healthcare services of The Medical! City. 
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| According to Joint Commission on Accreditation 
of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO), clinical 
laboratories contribute greatly to the process of 
diagnosing and treating patients since laboratories 
| provide 70 to 80 percent of the data physicians 
use to make medical decisions. 
MARSMAN DRYSDALE MEDICAL PRODUCTS, INC. [ 
is committed to sharing in the ultimate mission in 
healthcare: providing the best possible care to 
patients through accurate and consistent clinical 
laboratory results. 


is honoured and proud to be one of the partners in 
MEDICAL Probucts, Inc. diagnostic healthcare services of The Medical City. 
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'Winter wonderland in BSP 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


attraction in the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas and it 
has nothing to do with money nor 
banking. 
1t has something to do with Christmas 
М and the effervescent Monetary Board mem- 
~ ber Nelly Favis-Villafuerte's office decora- 
tion at the "MB" row at the BSP's fifth floor. 
A former exporter and trade undersecre- 
tary, Villafuerte transformed her office into 
^ а winter wonderland—but using indige- 6 INDIGENOUS Filipino 
nous Filipino handicrafts made for export 04 


А т: А NEW TOURIST 


to western countries. The result never fails 
to wow visitors. 

‘twas the first time since Villafuerte took 

PWEDE KANG MAGING MILYONARYO SA PREMYO ГІТ goed 

member in July at she decided to do 

SA RESIBO, MAY FREE LOAD KA PA! some serious Yuleride decorating--chal- 

7 lenged by the stunning sapphire Christmas 

2 motif adopted by her next-door neighbor, 

BSP Deputy Governor Diwa Guinigundo, 

whose office was among the first to be 

spruced up (by devoted wife Apple) for the 

1 upcoming holidays. It was also the first 

time that the central bank community has 

seen such an elaborate Christmas display in 
anoffice setting. 

‘With the help of her daughters and staff, 
Villafuerte fixed her office for the whole of 
two days. (She even changed some of the 
furnishing to match the White Christmas 
theme). And when Guinigundo saw his 
A neighbors office Christmas makeover, he 
| need to add more decor to my 


terior easily spread across BSP drawing curi- 
ous onlookers. BSP Governor Amando 
Tetangco Jr and BSP Deputy Governor 
Nestor Espenilla Jr also took time to view the 
office, both complimenting her work of art. 

“Its really winter wonderland,” Tetangco 
says. 

Villafuerte says she wanted to bring hol 
day cheers to the BSP staff and by embrac- 
ing a "white" Christmas theme, send a mes- 
sage of “peace.” Extremely proud of her cre- 
ation, she has since then declared an “open 
house,” welcoming everyone from the top 
to bottom of the organization. 

She, of course, dipped into her own 
pockets and got good bargains from two ex- 
porter-suppliers, from whom she also 
sourced some decor materials for her own 
household. Thus her office is now a show- 
room for Philippine-made white Christmas 
décor—with over a dozen white Christmas 
trees of various sizes, boughs laden with 
white blossoms, snowmen and cute sheep 
(her personal favorite). Right on her 
doorstep, two snowmen—one big and one 
small—stand guard. 

The highlight of the showcase is the set- 
ting at Villafuerte's working area which is as 
pretty as a wedding backdrop. This valedic- 
torian of the University of the Philippines’ 
College of Law Class 59 and 7th placer in 
the 1959 bar exams is a runaway winner for 
office Christmas interior for 2007. 


ABangko 
Sentral exec 
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office into a 
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for RP-made 
white 
Christmas 
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MY “CELEBRITY DUETS” P1- 
million prize money was right 
before my eyes last week and I 
was staring at the check for a 
mighty long time. What an in- 
credible, three-month journey 
of music production, show-biz 
drama and, ultimately, most im- 
portant of all, friendship! 

‘The check was turned over at 
the office of GMA SVP for enter- 
tainment Wilma Galvante. 

While there, we also got to 
discuss the ongoing squabble 
between my fellow contestant 
Jessica Bunevacz and her part- 
ners at Beverly Hills 6750. My 
only add to the entire brouhaha 
is that I sincerely hope that their 
partnership problems are all 
ironed out soon. 

As my prize was totally 
pledged to charity, GMA EVP 


PI- MILLION check from GMA's 
Wilma Galvante and Darling de 


Josus with Annika and Athena 
Valdes 


Darling de Jesus was able to 
arrange for the prize to be tax- 


Ijust got my P1 million 


free so that each charity could -— 
receive the full amount. check for winning 

All my Assumption Batch '81 n n F 
classmates led by Popsie Gam- Celebrity Duets’ 
boa went to White Cross, our 
first charity. There we distribut- E and I have started 
ed the first P100,000 worth of Rd 
tice, noodles, canned goods, di- distributing 


apers, soap and toys. The cen- 
ter's little orphans were ту 
guests during one of the 
episodes of the show and it was 
great to see them all again. 
Generous grand dames 
Marivic Concepcion and Con- 
nie Lopez were there to witness TESSA! 
the handover, replete with Jol- 5 
libee meals for over a hundred 16550 Prieto-Valdes 
kids. It is heartwarming to 
know that they have been suc- |. 
cessfully placing the children director Mely Vargas that even 
into decent homes here and Single, Filipino parents can now 
thead. adopta child 


[found out from White Cross White Cross relies on local 


pila 
WHITE Cross grand ladies Connie Lopez, Marivic Concepcion and 
Mely Vargas with Batch 8! girls Popsie Gamboa, Sea Princess, Lorvi 
Mapa, Nana Sham, Girlie Sison, Jojo Ongsiako and Claudette Cordon 
and Marlon Garcia 


the money to my 
favorite charities 


funding and generous benefac- 
tors. 1 remember my grand- 
mother, Remedios Rufino, and 
her sister-in-law Elvira were al- 
so involved with White Cross, 
which is now 71 years old! A 
more current example is Reyes 
Haircutters’ Les Reyes, who 
provides quarterly grooming 
services to the orphans. 


Festival of Trees 

In our own little ways, we 
should all find ways to give 
back. The Makati Garden Club 
and Philippine Business for So- 
cial Progress (PBSP) always 
host the Festival of Trees, the 
longest-running charity auction 
dinner in our country, now in its 
12th year. 

This year's festival was note- 
worthy, as Sen. Antonio Tril- 
lanes held his own version of a 
brouhaha at The Manila Peninsu- 
la on the same day. Whether one 
is pro or anti, the sad thing is that 
a curfew was imposed that 
evening and so the party had to 
end early to make sure that all 
guests could get home by Cin- 


SEA PRINCESS with the happy White Cross kids 


derella hour. 

1 was not dressed like Cin- 
derella but more like a Christmas 
tree since the festival auctioned 
off fully adorned Christmas trees. 
‘The raised funds support various 
poverty alleviation and environ- 
mental programs of the PBSP 
One example is PLDTSmart 
Foundation's Amore Community 
Development Program in Albay, 
which is still heavily involved in 
rehabilitating victims from Ty- 
phoon Reming. 


Environment advocacy 
There are many examples of 

businessmen who move off the 

corporate ladder and devote 


4 4 
nd inour worldof plenty 
we can spread a smile of joy... 


Br ighten the holiday with a rhapsody of fresh fruits 


as Shopwise bri All’ You: Want for Chri: 


tmas! 


their careers to giving back. My 
brother-in-law, David Valdes, 
recently took the Tony Meloto 
path, leaving this newspaper to 
be ше president of WWF Philip- 
pines. He now calls me to con- 
tribute my time to host their 
events. 

WWF Philippines recently 
honored its corporate partners 
who have committed them- 
selves to business practices that 
help the global environment. 

La Farge, the cement compa- 
ny, uses a rice hull burner to 
power its operations to reduce 
its greenhouse gas emissions. 

WWF offers planning assis- 


PLAYING/C2 


JEWELRY designer Manny 
Сарша and Jes Tan-Gan 


BRITISH ambassador's wife Jil 
Beckingham and PLDT-Smart 
Foundation head Anthony 
Pangilinan 


CEBU designer Arcy Gayatin 
and Thelma Sioson-San Juan 


LMANILA designer Tippi 
Ocampo and husband Ito 


М 


WWE vice chair Lory 
Tan presents key 
points of WWF Coral 
Triangle Initiative. 


Playing Santa this Christmas 
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tance to companies that want to 
reduce their power costs or 
their “carbon footprint,” the lat- 
est green buzzword. 

For example, Ayala Land is 
making sure its Anvaya Project 
in Bataan has minimal impact 
on the environment. One pro- 
ject that appeals to me, since T 
scuba dive, is their adjusting 
their beach-front lighting so 
that nesting sea turtles are not 
disturbed. 

Another WWF partner, 
Petron, is contributing to the 
conservation of Tubbataha Ma- 
rine Park in the middle of the 
Sulu Sea. For a list of projects, 
call 9207923; e-mail 
dvaldesQwwtorg.ph; or visit 
wwwowwEorg.ph. 


Lulu's locus 

One event that was post- 
poned by the Trillanes tempest 
ina teacup was the launch party 
ofL Manila 

Lulu Tan Gan's new shop at 
Greenbelt 5 finally did have its 
opening last week. The shop is 
packed with her creative de- 
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‘THE RECEPTION Committee led by WWF 
president Dave Valdes (second from left) 


signs as well as that of other 
young designers. The result is 
an interesting mix of merchan- 
dise, including jewelry by one 
of my favorite designers, Man- 
ny Capulla. 

‘Among Lulu's GB 5 neighbors 
are the fashion shops of several 
young local fashion designers, 
like Kate Torralba, Vie Barba, 
and Jun Escario. 

And also in the complex is Pia 
y Damaso, a stylishly elegant, 
Filipino-fusion Restaurant 
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BRIDGING worlds. 


F's Susan Roxas. 


Ranked by Ayala's Jahe Zobel de Ayala. 
and SM's Betty Sy 


LOVELY Luli Delgado and 
Ambassador Albert del Rosario 


‘TCP POWER. Tourism Secretary Joseph “Ace” Durano (second from left) with 


the TCP tea 


takati Skyline Inc.’s Erlinda Sunico, Philippines-Japan Coffee “ 


KNITS queen Lulu Tan-Gan 
and Sevrine Miailhe 


Holding Corp.'s Kazuyuki Goto, TCP architect Royal Pineda and TCP interior 


designer Budji Layug 


— 
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рер ске 


Vargas 


owned by creative duo Ricky 
Toledo and Chito Vijandre. 
Both the food and the interiors 
are a feast for the palate and the 
eyes. 


Coffee corner 

Another GB 5 must see is 
Travel Café (TCP) Philippines. 
The swanky, organic-looking 
café is designed by Budji Layug 
and offers not just great cuisine 
and coffee but also serves as a 
travelers’ gateway to the Philip- 
pines. Tourists no longer need 
to book vacations in cramped 
travel offices. 

Attendees of the launch in- 
cluded celebrities, the diplo- 
matic corps, media, govern- 
ment officials, and travel and 
tourism personalities. 

Kicking off the event was the 
musical performance of 
"Celebrity Duets" judge Louie 
Ocampo, Jong Cuenco and the 
newly launched Ryan Cayabyab 
Singers. With legendary mae- 
stro Ryan Cayabyab as musical 
director, they performed time- 
less Philippine songs. 

TCP is sure to be welcomed 
by food connoisseurs and travel 
aficionados. It offers a unique 
menu that reflects the indige- 
nous flavors of traditional Fil- 
ipino cuisine. The very first 
Travel Cafe Philippines opened 
in lidibashi, Tokyo, on July 25, 
2006. 

Из success encouraged 
Tourism Secretary Joseph 
“Ace” Durano to expand TCP 
using franchisees to establish 
cafés in the Philippines and 
around the world. In many 
ways, Durano is also giving 
back in the form of government 
service. Congratulations to him 
on this fantastic innovation. 

Christmas is truly a time to 
give. In the next few weeks, I 
hope to be able to give out all 
the checks for my “Celebrity 
Duets” charities. That way, so 
many more can have a truly 
Merry Christmas! 


E-mail the author at 
seaprincess@inguirer.com.ph. 


‘TOURISM Undersecretary 
Eduardo Jarque and Makati 
Skyline Inc.'s Raul Sunico 


BSP trustee and Makati Garden 

president Maria Luisa Perez-Rubio; Manila Polo 
Club president Isabel Caro-Wilson; and Philamlife 
president Jose Cuisia Jr. 


FASHION designer 
Patrice Ramos-Diaz 


CARGO king Johnny 
Valdes 
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ALITTLE Bit Country and Her Majesty are 
‘among the gorgeous Christmas trees created 
by Perez- Rubio. 


x ^ 
GUEST of honor US Ambassador. 


Gamboa, Marivic Concepcion, designer Oliver Tolentino and Mely 


Jasper 


Keren Pascual and Ricky Toledo 


4 — 
JOHN and Yoko Restaurant owner Marvin Agustin, 
Angelette Calero and Anton Barretto 


and Naty Papa 


‘TCP PROJECT head Rosvi 
Gaetos and Ram Antonio 


PIA'Y Damaso restaurant 
owners chef Bambi Sy Gobio 


FESTIVAL of Trees ladies Lulu Rodriguez, Linda Angeles 
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Еми” Post 
$ Emily Marcelo 


Is husband 


pretending 


to be clueless? 


DEAR EMILY, 

I am a full-time home- 
maker and my husband 
works in one of the most 
prestigious companies in 
the country. 

My problem is his woman 
subordinate who keeps up- 
dating my husband on her 
whereabouts and hitches a 
ride in his car almost on a 
daily basis. 

Alot of women text or call 
my husband but the ones 
from this woman stand out! 

Messages like “just ar- 
rived home,” “am in the 
bank right now,” “still 
working”, “on my way to 
the office,” “where will you 
eat lunch?” are received 
from her all the time. 

When I asked my husband 
about this he said she was 
just hitching a ride and he 
was just being a good 
Samaritan. He said there 
was nothing going on be- 
tween them and that their 
relationship was no more 
than that of a superior and 
his subordinate. 

He even said she was 
nothing but a mere “gofer” 
in his office. According to 
him, he was also “puzzled” 
byher text messages. 

I wanted to confront her 
but my husband said he 
ў would fix the problem him- 

? self, But things have not 
changed up to now. And it 
has been going on for three 
years already. 

I want to face this situa- 
tion/problem with dignity 
and decency but when your 
marriage and peace of mind 
are at stake you sometimes 
feel like you are losing con- 
trol. 


WIFE IN TROUBLE 


I cannot blame you for be- 
ing riled by this woman. 
What is puzzling is your hus- 
band’s incredulity and “puz- 
zlement” over the text mes- 
sages he is getting from this 
supposed office “gofer.” 

If he were in the movies, һе 
would be winning awards for 


best improvisation or best ac- 
tor for feigning ignorance. 
Three years is a ridiculously 
long time for him to try to 
*fix" something with some- 
one he sees every day! 

He is either the most gener- 
ous office mate, the best con- 
fidante or the most dense per- 
son anyone can find. 

Imagine accepting as be- 
nign a barrage of messages 
from someone who does not 
mean anything to him? You 
have known him for a long 
time—so, is he naturally 
gullible? 

How has your marriage 
been anyway? Besides the an- 
noying, incessant messages 
from this woman, has your 
husband’s relationship with 
you changed in any way— 
physically and emotionally? 

Did your sex life wane or 
improve these last three 
years? 

Please spare yourself from 
the embarrassment of con- 
fronting the woman. It is hu- 
miliating, it is fishwife-y, and 
it should be beneath you. 

It is your husband you 
should straighten out, not 
someone outside your mar- 
riage. It is he who should be 
affected by the actions of this 
“nothing” woman. 

Talk to him again and let 
him walk his talk this time. 

And if you can do some- 
thing other than monitoring 
your husband's cell phone, do 
it! Being a homemaker is a 
wonderful profession. It is 
noble! 

Make your husband realize 
that it is worth going home to 
you, welcoming and happy to 
see him after he had a hard 
day at the office. 


E-mail the author 
emarcelo@inquirer.com.ph, 
Subject: Lifestyle, or send your 
letters 10 Inquirer. Visit 
www.pbs.govph and listen to 
Ms Marcelo co-host the pro- 
gram “Kalikasan Vigilante,” 
7:15-8:30 p.m., Monday-Fri- 
day, on dwBR 104.3FM. 
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He says he is puzzled by the text messages 
from a mere “gofer in his office 
updating him on her activities 
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Tiffany Fringe necklace in eighteen karat yellow or white gold. 
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LG Refrigerators 
One fresh innovation | 


after another. 


+ VitaLight,a LED light system, 
helps preservevitaminsand j - 
nutrients in fruits and vegetables. © as x 

+ Spacious interior. ii 

Adjustable shelves. 

Wide vegetable box. 


MICOM is an external controller 
on the door. tt can adjust the 
cooling and temperature. 
Italso features a child lock button. 


ice@Door provides 
more freezer space. 
since ice trays are 

no longer in freezer. 


ct 


The first flush-designed 
water dispenser. Cold water 
is always readily available. 


Єз Available in personal, 
single-door and 2-door models. 


LG Electronics Philippines j 
j. 641-418] to 85 + Fax 640-0460, 641-9486 + Toll Free No. 1-800-10-6402525 (Free provincial calis) + CIC Hotline (02) 640-2525, 0917-8242525, 0920-9002525 
‘www.lge.com 


15 F. Legaspi 51, Maybunga Pasig City - Te 


THE GRANDEST SHOPPING SPREE 
AT THE GRAND YEAR-END SALE! 


Say goodbye to 2007 and welcome 2008 with the 


grandest shopping spree ever! Dash to SM Supermalls for 


Gil 


SUPERMALLS 


the event everyone's been 
waiting for, the Grand Year- 
End Sale! Enjoy the best deals 
and the biggest bargains with 
discounts of up to 50% on 


great selections mallwide! 


Choose from the trendiest fashions, 
the hottest new gadgets, the coolest new 
toys and the loveliest home furnishings. 
Whatever you're looking for, find it all here, 


at prices you're sure to love. 


To let you shop to your heart's 
delight, we've extended our store hours, 
from 10am to 10pm on Dec. 26 to 30, 9am 
to 7pm on Dec. 31 and 12 noon to 9pm 


оп Jan. 1, 2008. With these longer hours, 


Gill 


SUPERMALLS 


you сап shop, dine and have as 


much fun as you'd like! 


If you want to take a short 
break from shopping, grab some 
refreshments or sit down for a meal 
at one of the numerous restaurants. 
There's a lot to choose from. Grab 
a light snack to go, sit down to a 
filling meal, or satisfy your sweet 
tooth with desserts, cakes and 
pastries, Whatever you're craving 


for, satisfy it here. 


“eapsoff; your 


most, spéctacular fireworks 
displays as they/light up the night 
sky. With all these in store for 


you, we're sure you'd agree that 


rand YeaisEnd sale is 
definitely the grandest.way to 


welcome the:new year! 


Christmas Events 
at SM Supermails 


FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
Enjoy a most spectacular lights 
display at the following malls: 


SM City North Edsa 
SM City Fairview 
SM Megamall 

Dec. 22; 23, 29 & 30 


8:00 pm 


SM City Sta. Mesa 
Dec. 30 
7:00 pm 


SM Southmall 

SM City Bicutan 

SM City Sucat 

SM Supercenter Muntinlupa 
Dec. 22, 26, 29 & 30 

7:00 pm 


Holiday 


Mall Hours 
(Metro Manila Malls only) 


Dec. 1-30" 

10am - 10pm 

“Except SM Supercenter 
Pasig 

10am - 11pm 


Dec. 22 (Sat). 
10am -:12тп 


Dec. 24 & 31 (Mon) 
9am - 7pm 


"for feedback, email us at esryla@lnguirercom.ph 
X 


Textus your feedback: inquirer life name/agej 57 cityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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"PIA ала Leon with her 
high-school classmates 


Roots AND WINGS T 
Cathy Babao-Guballa 


A different home for the holidays 


To be confined in the hospital during Christmas 
is a poignant, bittersweet experience 
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took on an entirely 
new meaning for me 
and my family this 
year The Medical 
City briefly became 
Our home because r 
our daughter, Pia, 
came down with a 
very severe case of 
gastroenteritis. Her 
agony began late 
last week and tooka 
turn for the worse 


d 
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on Monday mom- ‘gh - payable in 3 or é 
tube BA anon Lae interest on your HSBC credit card. 
cies ewe ait 


promptly attended 
to and confined by 
4pm. 

Having a sick 
child is a parents 
worst nightmare. 
Having to see your 
child go through 
major pain is like 
having a dagger 
stuck through your 
heart with every 
painful episode she 
has to go through. 

And yet, because 
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under Plan 1200** 
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under Plan 1200* 
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There is always 3 


strength and com- 
fort to be found in 
common experi- 
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The world's local bank 
ahuge blessing. 


Poignant, 
bittersweet 

To be confined in 
the hospital during 
the holiday season 
isa poignant, bitter- 
sweet experience. 
Christmas is a time 
when families are 
supposed to be to- 


gether in their BLUE KISS by Imago- 


homes, and the А 
thoughtothavitg m IT'S IN HERKISS by Nchyworms SEALED WITH A KISS by 7 у KISS 


spend Christmas in y хі Red... KISS ON MY LIST by M: 
the hospital is not a т DONTTALK, JUST KISS 100 Kisses 
very comforting 
thought. 

Yet, having spent 
time here also rein- 
forces the desire to 
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Christmas catalog 
of hot consumer trends 


RAND BUFFET MEALS, 

select shopping vouchers, 

and personal electronics 
will continue to be hot consumer 
trends this holiday season and be- 
yond, according to Tricia D. Ustare, 
product executive for loyalty and 
rewards at American Express. 

Focused on pleasing affluent card mem- 
bers who earn at least P1 million à year, 
‘American Express’ choices usually indicate 
trends that will eventually cover main- 
stream shoppers and buyers. 

For now, the items enjoyed by affluent 
card members include dining vouchers to 
Circles Event Cafe at the Makati Shangri- 
та, Spiral at the Sofitel Philippine Plaza, a 
special package of red and white wine and 
wine accessories, and a Sony Playstation 
Portable. 

"The Membership Rewards Program is of- 
fered to card members to develop stronger 
loyalty and drive higher spending on the 
American Express Peso Platinum Credit 
Card. According to Grace D. Limjap, card 
marketing head, American Express has 
long used rewards that are attractive to 


clients to further grow the business. 

For this holiday season, the rewards 
choices are being offered to card members 
аз gifts they can give away to loved ones in 
exchange for points. Thus, there are items 
for adults as well as children, men as well 
as women, highlighted in the catalogue. 

What does the Peso Platinum Card holi- 
day selection mean to ordinary consumers? 
Picked from stores and items frequently 
purchased by clients as indicated by their 
records, the favored restaurants indicate 
that offering a wide selection of premium 
dishes in one seating is the hot dining pref- 
erence of the moment. 

Spiral, for instance, offers five cuisine 
categories from Indian-to Mediterranean 
to Japanese—each category offering 
around 10 dishes. While Mezzaluna, a sig- 
nature restaurant at Serendra, does not of- 
fer buffets, it entices diners with samplings 
of turkey or lamb viands served in one 
dish, 

The sampling is meant to awaken the 
diner to the many gastronomic possibilities 
offered by the bird. 

‘The American Express Christmas catalog 
also indicates that the appreciation of fine 
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wine continues to engage its card mem- 
bers—and should also logically preoccupy 
the greater number of shoppers. 

For 6,500 reward points, a card member 
can acquire a Rosendahl Bordeaux wine 
glass set of two. The wine glass which is 
made in Denmark is shaped so that the con- 
noisseur can best appreciate the bouquet 
and other qualities of this French red wine. 

Choices for children contained in the cat 
alog include the popular Nintendo Wi 
‘which encourages its players to go through 
the motions of swinging a tennis racket or 
other activity required by the game in play. 
Other hot items, according to American Ex- 
press Peso Platinum card members, include 
a Sony PSP and a Game Boy Micro. 

А fashion clothes steamer for 25,000 
points for fastidious dressers, bed sheets 
with a luxurious 300 thread count and an 
apple juicer are other items keenly appreci- 
ated by the affluent. 

In the spirit of Christmas, American Ex- 
press Peso Platinum Credit Card also allows 
members to exchange reward points for 
cash donations to charities like Children's 
Hour, Ateneans Helping Ateneans, and DL- 
SU Science Foundation, Inc. 
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COMPACT PHOTO PRINTER 


Light, compact and portable; optional 
battery pack for CP750 and EST 

24" LCD colour viewer (CP750) / 

2:0" LCD colour viewer (СР740 and ESI) 
Print directly from a digital camera 
memory card or computer 


Easy wireless printing from your handphone 


with optional Bluetooth adapter, or use 
the ESI and CP7505 convenient IR port 
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AMERICAN Express’ Membership Rewards Programis offered to 
card members to develop stronger card loyalty and higher spending. 
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help those who are most in need 
during the season. Here at the 
hospital, they have tried to make 
the experience a bit more pleas- 
ant. In the lobby every after- 
noon, different children’s choirs 
come to serenade the visitors in 
the hospital atrium. An element 
of hope and cheer fill the air. 

In fact, the ambiance at The 
Medical City is not depressing or 
hospitallike at all Everyone 
from the orderlies to the interns 
have a ready smile, and it isn't a 
puton. And in spite of the con- 
stant exodus of nurses that most 
Philippine hospitals have had to 
deal with, the nurses here are 
very-well trained, efficient, 
warm and pleasant. 

To top it off, there is an ongo- 
ing toy drive for a children's 
foundation, and it warms the 
heart to see the toy boxes slowly 
fill up. 

Туе always had a love-hate re- 
lationship with hospitals. T 
dread, having to go to one, 
whether for myself or for my 
children, but in the same breath, 
it is the place that has given me 
the most comfort at several cru- 
cial times in my life as a parent. 

it is also there where I carry 
out my ministry and life's work. 1 
consider it a huge blessing that 
our life as a family has been 
blessed with the best of doctors 
and medical practitioners. 

If you want to do a good deed 
this Christmas, and teach your 
children about the true meaning 
and essence of Christmas, go and 
visit the pediatric wards of our 
government hospitals. There, 
you will see and experience for 
yourself firsthand how difficult 
life has become, and how hard it 
is to be, in the hospital. 

Share a bit of уош- 
self whether your time, talent 
or treasures—with those who 
need it the most. 


Friendly staff 

I would like to thank our pas- 
tors from Greenhills Christian 
Fellowship and everyone who 


constantly visited and prayed for 
us, as well as our friends who 
checked on Pia. Also, her class- 
mates who brought cheer just as 
she was about to feel down. 
Nothing like a group of 16-year- 
olds to brighten up a blue after- 
noon. 

Thanks, too, to the friendly 
staff and all the wonderful nurs- 
es on the 10th floor of The Medi- 
cal City for the great care that 
they extended my daughter. 

My deepest appreciation to the 
pediatric residents who looked 
after her, and most especially to 
our lovable pediatrician, Dr 
Joseph Regalado, who would vis- 
it us like clockwork at 5:45 a.m. 
each day, and who took care not 
only of Pia but also of her par- 
ents. Our family thanks all of you 
from the bottom of our hearts. 

Everything gets put on hold 
when illness strikes. This Christ- 
mas has become especially 
meaningful for my family with 
this experience. Though its very 
difficult at the start, itis a good 
reminder to us all about how the 
real essence of Christmas is пос 
found in gifts, food ог parties, 
but in God's constant faithful- 
ness to us, and for this we are 
truly grateful. 

Many times, especially at the 
start ofher confinement, I guess, 
like any other parent, and con- 
sidering our family’s personal 
history I would have panic-driv- 
en moments and thoughts go 
through my head. What helped 
was remembering how many 
times in the past the Lord had 
carried us safely in His arms, 
through many of our previous 
valleys, into safe ground. 

1 pray and wish for you and 
your families all the blessings of 
the Christmas season. May your 
hearts be filled with the security 
of knowing that our Lord loves 
you. A blessed Christmas to one 
and alli 

‘And yes, in case you are won- 
dering, by God's grace, we are 
home for Christmas. 


E-mail the author at cathy- 
babao@gmail.com 
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THE PHYSICAL SPACE STU- 
dents occupy contribute greatly 
to their emotional and educa- 
tional experience. That is why 
students at Timberland Rudolf 
Steiner School (or TRSS, which 
follows the Waldorf Education- 
al system) are set to spend their 
days in a sprawling educational 
enclave that makes the most out. 
of Timberland Heights’ nurtur- 
ing embrace. 

'TRSS will be run and operat- 
ed by the Manila Waldorf 
School Inc. (MWSD, the only 
Steiner school in Southeast Asia 
offering a full kindergarten to 
Grade 12 program, and the pio- 
neer school of Steiner educa- 


tion in the Philippines. 

Founded by philosopher 
Rudolf Steiner, the impulse be- 
hind Waldorf education is cul- 
tural renewal—fostered 
through a new understanding 
of the individual and commun 
ty, and with as much emphasis 
on the mental and artistic de- 
velopment of students. 

‘The Waldorf curriculum rein- 
forces basic education with 
learning and experience based 
оп а system of education that's 
in line with Timberland 
Heights’ focus on community- 
building and natural recreation 
where the school will be locat- 
ed. 
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Using everyday experiences 
combined with the freedom of 
anintuitive teacher to adapt the 
lessons to situations, students 
learn not just through books, 
but through actual confronta- 
tions with them. The school's 
setting is no coincidence. With 
nature as its backyard, students 
at TRSS will be getting a hands- 
оп experience on subjects and 
courses that need actual practi- 
cal application to be effectively 
digested, such as the natural 
sciences. 

‘And with courses such as gar- 
dening and woodwork, stu- 
dents also experience the 
leisure of craftwork. 


ith Timberland Heights al- 
ready changing the landscape 
of residential living, bolstered 
by the rise of its Sports and Na- 
ture Club which sets a new stan- 
dard in the active-leisure 
lifestyle, the addition of TRSS 
now redefines education within 
this exceptional community. 

Visitwwwsfilinvestland.com. 

Call 8567788, 4159468, 
0917-8846237 and 1818- 
2327711; Timberland Sports 
and Nature Club (TSNC), 
3769995, 3769978 (fax); or 
visit the TSNC Sales Office at 
Unit 302, JSB Bldg., Scout Del- 
gado corner Tomas Morato, 
Quezon City. 


Unique MBA-JD program in full swing 


FAR EASTERN UNIVERSITY 
(FEU) is pleased to announce 
that the schools partnership 
with De La Salle University 
Graduate School of Business 
(DLSU-GSB) on the dual-degree 
program in law and manage- 
ment has grown to provide more 
opportunities for its students. 
‘The MBA-JD Dual Degree Pro- 
gram, which was established in 
2003, is the country’s first post- 
graduate dual-degree program 
in business and law. The pro- 
gram was developed to prepare 
students to approach problems 


from different perspectives and 
was designed to provide stu- 
dents with the understanding, 
knowledge and skills necessary 
to excel in two interrelated disci- 
plines. 

One of the exciting aspects of 
the course is the exchange-stu- 
dent program with a number of 
esteemed institutions abroad. 

The first group of students to 
join the MBA-JD Dual Degree 
Program was sent to Florence, 
Italy, from May to June in 2005. 
The 10 students spent six weeks 
at the Florence campus of Syra- 


сизе University, taking courses in 
International Negotiation and 
Intellectual Property. 

By 2006, the МВА-Л) Pro- 
gram went a step further and in- 
troduced select students to the 
cultural lifestyle of France and 
Central and Eastern Europe. The 
Students were exposed to top Eu- 
ropean universities as they took 
courses on the European Union 
Legal System and the European 
Convention on Human Rights in 
France, and various law courses 
in London and Croatia. 

In the summer of 2007, the 


SUNDAY CROSSWORD 


MBA-JD Dual Degree Program 
provided a greater variety of ex- 
cellent international programs 
for selected students in six differ- 
ent countries around the world: 
Italy, Spain, Ireland, Russia, UK 
and France. Travel destinations 
even came as a bonus. The stu- 
dents were able to relax in the 
beautiful beaches ОҒ Ibiza and 
explore the cultural sites in Ams- 
terdam and Vienna. 

“Tt takes just five years to com- 
plete the dual-degree program 
because pre-approved courses 
are transferable between the two 
degrees, whereas to complete 
both degrees separately takes up 
to six years. Not only will this 
program save the students more 
time and money, it will also al- 


Get into the magazine habit 


From page D4 
lished in the magazines to 
make the discussions rele- 
vant to our community. 


Love reading 

Many teachers and parents 
find it difficult to urge their 
kids to read. Ces advises, 
“Love reading yourself! Val- 
ues are caught, not taught. It 
must have been the subtle in- 
fluence of seeing us, their 
mom and dad, poring over 
books that made our kids in- 
terested in reading, as early 
as2yearsold.” 

“Support from everyone in 
the family is also important,” 
she continues. “Our kids 

parents, aunts and yayas 
all read and indulge in learn- 
ing games with them. In fact, 
our children have always en- 
joyed being read aloud to— 
even when they can already 
read on their own. Its the jour- 
ney we've made together 
through different stories that 
was the most rewarding of all. 
My husband even wove en- 
chanting tales of love and mis- 


fits about fictional characters 
for several nights in a row, so 
much so that all our kids 
looked forward to bedtime!” 

In school, the children are 
also. encouraged by their 
teachers to frequent the li- 
brary, which supplements 
their reading habit. 

Perhaps the best tribute 
about Bookhive's mags comes 
from a satisfied mother, 
homemaker Suzette Custo- 
dio. “In the past, our daugh- 
ter Angeli could not keep still 
and would rather play than 
read. We've tried many books 
to make her interested in 
reading. Imagine our surprise 
when Adventure Box came 
and Angeli sat on the couch. 
She read the magazine from 
cover to cover!” 

The Owl and Box maga- 
zines make excellent Christ- 
mas gifts for children. For 
more information, call Ces 
Lecaroz Aceron at 3763409 
or 0919-6213581, or e-mail 
magbox@bookhiveph.com. 
Visit www.magboxclub.com 
and www.bookhiveph.com. 
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HOW TO JOIN 

1. Buy Purefoods Christmas Ham. 

2. Look for the corresponding text raffle coupon. 

3. Before texting the code, you must first register. 
To register, text: РЕНАМ REG<NAME/AGE/GENDER/ADDRESS> to 2366. 
You only need to register once. 


4. Text the code by texting PFHAM «5-character random alphanumeric code» 


10 2366. 


Promo period: Nov 3 to Dec 24, 2007 


See flyers 


terested in reading 
other print materials, such as 
children's magazines,” says 
Celeste “Ces” Lecaroz Aceron, 
president of Bookhive Philip- 
pines Inc. “Young kids gravi- 
tate to them. Magazines are 
one of the best reading bar- 
gains for our youth, especially 
those containing fun science, 
adventure stories and chal- 
lenging games.” 

Educators and parents may find 
it financially easier to buy maga- 
zines than, say, an encyclopedia set. 
Since magazines come out regular- 
ly, they can also feature more up-to- 
date articles than books. They are a 
handy way to keep up with current 
happenings. 


Bookhive 

Ces, a former ABS-CBN business 
news anchor, and her husband Mar- 
vin, a lawyer, love to read. When 
they got married, their book collec- 
tion filled an entire wall of their 
house. Not surprisingly, their chil- 
dren, Juancho and Hans in grade 
school, and Tressa and Justin in 
preschool, have developed the 
habit of reading early on. In sum- 
mer, they would participate in 
Aceron's public-reading programs, 
part of an education advocacy run 
bya friend. 

When Ces’ friend decided to fo- 
cus on a cancer foundation, she 
picked up from where the latter left 
off, and decided to put up 
Bookhive, her own literacy and me- 
dia center for kids. 

Located on Scout Chuatoco Street 
in Quezon City Bookhive offers every- 
опе, especially preschool and elemen- 
tary children, a chance to read good 
books for free. Aside from a well- 
stocked library, Bookhive also con- 
ducts storytelling sessions and read- 
ing workshops. The group's newest 


Over P-2.5M na papremyo ang ipamimigay! 
May House & Lot, Cash at Noche Buena packages. 


for details. 


PARENTS may find it financially easier to buy mags than an Шы; set. 


venture? Promoting six premium kid 
magazines, by Bayard Press. 


Award-winning mags 

“1 fell in love with the magazines 
at first sight,” Ces laughs. “The lay- 
out and the content are captivating. 
I knew at once I had something 
great to share with teachers and 
parents who do not want kids im- 
mersed only in videos, TV or toys.” 

The monthly mags include sto- 
ries and features from award-win- 
ning writers and artists. The “Box” 
series from Britain consists of three 
titles: the read-aloud “Story Box,” 
for 3- to 6-year-old students; the 
chapter-book-like “Adventure Box," 
for 6- to 9-year-olds; and the home- 
work helper “Discovery Box,” for 9- 
to 12-year-olds, with sections on 
history, nature, science and the 
modern world. 

The "Owl" series from the US also 
has three titles, “Chirp,” “Chick- 
aDEE,” and “Owl,” for the same 
three target audiences, in the above 
order. The mags contain humor, fa- 
bles, mystery, science, sports and 
many more. 

“The high-quality content, print- 
ing and production make these ti- 
es consistent award winners,” says 
Ces. The Owl Spring 2007 Maga- 
zines received Gold and Silver Hon- 
ors from the Parents’ Choice Foun- 
dation in the US. The Association of 


Educational Publishers had like. 
wise given them the Distinguished 
Achievement and Golden Lamp 
Awards, the most prestigious 
awards in educational publishing. 

Worldwide, these magazines 
reach more than 63 million sub- 
scribers. 

Reading activities 

Bookhive has begun a series of 
reading shows for schools. “Our 
hosts are not the usual party em- 
cees that ‘only give a show’ but are 
themselves advocates of reading,” 
says Ces. “Each show is unique and 
based on a particular magazine 
theme, enlivened by projects, ex- 
periments and activities featured in 
the issue. Kids are enticed to discov- 
er more and perhaps subscribe to 
their favorite titles.” 

Bookhive has also held several 
reading races in school fairs, where 
parents, teachers and children com- 
pete to successfully complete given 
tasks. The group hopes to do a cor- 
porate version for companies, to 
strengthen employees’ family 
bonds through reading. 

Bookhive also hosts Reading 
Camps to keep kids up to date on is- 
sues like global warming and ге- 
sponsible media education. Ex- 
perts, such as scientists, help in 
handling the various topics pub- 
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We welcome announcements of weddings and 
engagements. Submit names of engaged cou- 
ple, names of parents, date and place of wed- 
ding, and gown designer along with a photo of 
the couple and a sketch of the bridal gown, if 
any, to the Inquirer, PO. Вох 2353 Makati 
Central Post Office 1263 Makati City. E-mail to 
lifestyle@inquirercom.ph. A photo of the bride 
ала groom is required if the wedding has al- 
ready taken place. Announcements will be 
printed depending on space availability and at 


57 A hs no cost to the senders. 
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GERSALIA-GATACELO | 

Sedfrey Jose Gersalia, son of Oro (de- 
ceased) and Eleanor Gersalia, will wed Ri- 
na Grace Gatacelo, daughter of Rafael and 
Corazon Gatacelo, on Dec. 28 at the St. 
Michael Church in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig 
City. Reception will follow at the Phil. Army 
Officers Clubhouse in Fort Bonifacio. 

The bride will wear a fully beaded off- 
shoulder gown with Swarovski crystals 
with a long train designed by Linoi. 
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BUENAVENTURA-AUSTI 

Anthony Buenaventura, son of Manuel 
de la Paz and Liza Buenaventura, wed 
yesterday (Dec. 1) Ciara Austria, daughter 
of Jun and Dorothy Austria, at the Malate 
Church. Reception was held at Casa Blanca, 
Intramuros. 


YCAY-LIM 
Jose Plaridel R Ycay, son of Plaridel I. 
Үсау II and Aida R Yeay, will wed Narnie 
C. Lim, daughter of Narciso R. Lim and 
Consuelo C. Lansangan, on Dec. 29, at (Quiapo, 
Santuario De San Jose. Reception will fol- ` Manila. 
low at Crowne Plaza Galleria Manila. The 4 cception 
bride will wear a gown designed by 


Manila 
Gtel. 


LEE-TOLENTINO 

Earl-Terence M. Lee and Ann Kathrine 
E. Tolentino will tie the knot on Jan. 6, 
2008, at the Manila Cathedral. Reception 
will follow at the Century Park Hotel 
Seafood Restaurant. 


Ngayon abot ka ni BRO 
saan may PC! Powered by 
Smart's nationwidest coverage”, 
" you can now enjoy wireless broadband 
ROBRIGADO-LIM anytime, anywhere. Simply connect ће || 

Jaime Robrigado, son of Mario and Jo- Smart BRO wireless broadband modem into 
eniya Robrigada, wed Sheri Lim, dangh- your computer's USB port to start surfing the net. 
ter of engineer Manuel and Luzviminda 1 


Lim, at Union Church, Kennedy Road, 
Hong Kong, on March 4. 1 


x ! The couple will renew their marriage i 
CONTRERAS-MADELAR * vows at Basilica Minore de Santo Niño de * Up to 7x faster than dial-up d 
NT 2 Cebu in Cebu City on Dec. 25. R ж 1 
Dr. Christopher Contreras, son of Mari- wil follow at Waterfront Cebu City Herel. * Up to 40 hours FREE/month 


na de la Cruz уда. Contreras, will wed Dr. 
Candice Seva Madelar, daughter of engi- 
neer Edilberto and Suzette Madelar, at 
Our Lady of Fatima Church, Legazpi City. 


* Special introductory price of only #799/month, 
good until Feb. 29, 2008 


Subscribe to Smart BRO now, Visit ат, Smart Wireless Center, 
or call (02) 672-7277 from your landline or *1888 from your Smart cell phone. 


Total initial payment of P1,999 upon subscription. New applications are subject to 
Total initial Payment period, credit guidelines will apply. Bring the folowing 
documents: Valid ID, Proof of Billing, Financial Documents (e.g. COE or W2]. 
$GSserbers can avail of this product via credit card. 


if you need an unlimited broadband connection, 
you can subscribe to Smart BRO Plan 999. 


wencsmorccogh 
"Deer 1600 ссе end municipales covered 
cess of 40 hours you wa e charged P10 per back of 30 minas. 


2 Jean Paul Jimena, son of Gideon and 
Ternora Jimena, will wed Helen Grace 
Samson, daughter of Antonio and Ofelia К, 

Samson, on Jan. 12, 2008, at Greenhills = 
Christian Fellowship (South Metro), Daang SAN JUAN-PASCUAL 


Hari, Las Piñas City. Reception will follow Elpidio S. San Juan I, son of Armando а 

at The Palms Country Club (Grand Ball. and Erlinda San Juan, wed Ma. Sunshine SMART SMART 
тоот) in Filinvest Corporate City Alabang, Т. Pascual, daughter of Mario and Susan (BROADBAND UNG.) 

Muntinlupa City. The bride will wear a Pascual, on Dec. 15 at Saint Jerome's THE POWER TO LEAD 


gown designed by Abet A. Alavarez. Parish Church in Morong, Rizal. Joel 
Niones designed the bridal gown. 
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LUXE CITY GUIDES 
(P450 each; P780- 
P1,100 for travel 
sets) E 


Looking for mint-vin- 
tage fashion and 
retro-design 
pieceswhenin , 
Rome? Planning ^ 
to stay in a teak 
house on one of 
Bangkok's rivers? Eye- 
ing the hottest terrazas to 
hang out with the 
Madrileños? 

Unlike its bulky travel coun- 
terparts, Luxe City Guide is 
big enough to feature over 
300 entries of the best 
restaurants, clubs, spas and 
activities, but small enough 
to fit inside one's pocket. 
It's cheeky, authoritative 
and definitely a fun read. 


WAIGU SLIPPERS 
Waigu slippers are chic 
and comfortable. 


DAMSEL 


in bronze 


JOANNA”... f 
in green A 


PRISCILLA 


in silver 


TAAL VISTA HOTEL IS DECK- 
ing the hall and having a ball 
during the holidays with a 
wonderful Christmas celebra- 
tion. Feel the spirit of the sea- 
son as you step into the lobby 
aglow with hues of gold, sil- 
ver, and russet and experience 
a plethora of festive offerings 
ranging from marvelous culi- 
nary selections to traditional 
Yuletide activities for the fami- 
ly. 

Indulge in decadent holiday 
feasts and fantastic sights to 
behold at the cafe on the ridge 
and check out the exquisite 
buffets offering a fusion of 
Asian and International Fla- 
vors. Until Jan. 1, 2008, enjoy 
the sumptuous Yuletide Break- 
fast Buffet at P675 per person. 
Then starting today until Dec. 
30, relish Holiday Dinner Buf- 
fets at P737 per person, except 
on the 24th and 25th, when 
the Christmas Eve Set Dinner 
is at P1,043 per person, and 
Christmas Day Fiesta Lunch 
and Dinner Buffets are at P921 
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Available 
at Fully 
Booked, Bib- £ 
liarch at Glori- Ё 
etta 3, The ko 
Travel Club at 

TriNoma, and Naia 1 
and2. 

Each guide hasa chic п, 
cover ranging 
from geomet- 
rics, floral de- 
signs and 
funky prints. 


WAIGU 
(P345-P895) 


From the streets of Sin- ^ 
gapore to the beaches in 
Boracay, a lot of walking is in- 
volved. Now it can be done in. 
style with Waigu flip-flops and 
sandals. The pretty embellish- 
ments and innovative straps 
add glamour to the casual 


footwear. Best of all, they're 
affordable for their quality! 
Available at U Rustan's, Es- 
senses, Tan Gan, Havin’ ABa- 
by, Blue Chili lloilo and Boga- 
rte Boracay. 


JANSPORT j 
(starts at P3,450) 


Backpackers trust Jansport because of its roominess, durability and its ability to sit comfortably 
onthe back. Recently, it introduced its Graphic Remix collection in the Philippines, where не ; 
bags are handcrafted by top local designers and illustrators. That means you'll never bump into | 
anyone with the same bag! 

Available atleading department stores. 


Jansport's Graphic Remix collection is produced with a very limited quantity. 


Cy prem SUPER Break Flame 
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SUPER Break Red Salmon 
byElectrolychee 


COLLINS PHRASEBOOKS 
(P439 each) 


Lostin translation? Travels to foreign lands will be a little 
less complicated with Collins Phrasebook. It will help one 
get the most from his trip, from taking public transporta- 
tion to dining out to shopping. 

Available at PowerBooks. 


The first step to connecting with the locals. 


Tagaytay hotel's festive offerings 


per person. But don't miss the 
delectable Weekday and 
Weekend Lunch Buffets—on- 
going for the whole month of 
December. To make the season 
more colorful, catch the Filip- 
iniana cultural show every 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday, Kids 6-12 years 
old dine half the price and all 
prices are inclusive of tax and 
service charge. 

For a more intimate Christ- 
mas dinner, get cozy, warm up 
by the fireplace and dine on 
the finest Angus steaks or sa- 
vor the Chef's Special of the 
Day at Season’s. Bask in the 
cool weather of Tagaytay and 
dine al fresco at Taal Vista 


Ridge for a Festive Barbecue 
Dinner Buffet every Saturday 
night at P921 per person. 
Usher in the year 2008 with 
a bang at the New Year's Blast 
Countdown Party. Celebrate 
all night long with a sumptu- 
ous buffet dinner, live band 
and other exciting perfor- 
mances, games, raffle, fantas- 


tic prizes, great fireworks dis- 
play, and much more. The 
Countdown Party ticket is at 
P1,950 net per person. Better 
yet, stay overnight on Dec. 31, 
with room rates starting at 
P3,950 for a superior room on 
atriple-sharing basis which i 
cludes breakfast, use of facili- 
ties and ticket to the Count- 


down Party. 

Taal Vista Hotel also fea- 
tures traditional Yuletide ac- 
tivities to bring joy and revelry 
to the whole family. Kids of ail 
ages get a moment with Santa 
and receive sweet treats all 
Saturdays and Sundays of De- 
cember at Santa's Corner. 
Children will have a merry 


DAVID AND GOLIATH 
LUGGAGE TAGS 
(P295 each) 


‘Travelers will never lose sight of 
their baggage with these cute, col- 
orful and humorous bag tags from 
David and Goliath. 

Available at David and Goliath, 
Power Plant Mall. 

No need to stick those airline 
identification stickers on your 
bags. These luggage tags will do 
the trick. 


BOYS are stupid, 
throw rocks at them!” 


LONELY PLANET 
(starts at P779) 


А modern-day traveler's most- 
trusted companion, Lonely 
Planet travel books are the best 
‘way to navigate and enjoy a 
new country or city. Where to 
go, what to do, where to stay, 
how to get there—all these and 
many more can be found here, 
with unbiased recommenda- 
tions that's conscious of any 
traveler's budget. 

Available at PowerBooks. 


Every Lonely Planet book is re- 
plete with information, photos 
and maps, 


time at Paskong Palaro on Dec. 
25 with exciting fun Filipino 
games with lots of prizes from 
10 a.m. to 12 noon at the mid- 
garden, Be delighted with joy- 
ful carols as The Children's 
Joy Foundation choir per- 
forms at the Lobby Lounge 
Dec. 14-16 and 21-23 to lift 
your spirits throughout the 
Christmas season. Light up a 
Christmas tree and bring 
cheer to the Children's Joy 
Foundation and the children 
of St. Mary's House in Tagay- 


tay City. 
For reservations, call (046) 
4131000, (632) 8864325, 


7513088-89. Rediscover Taal 
Vista Hotel and experience а 
whole new lifestyle. А) 

Taal Vista Hotel is owned by 
SM Investments Corp. and is 
managed by Fuego Hotels and 
Properties. 

Contact Melanie Pallorina, 
assistant director of marketing 
communications, at (632) 
8125173, 7513088-89 ог 
0928-6831122. 
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€ Wal i = 3 15 Winadream 
vacation 


Visa cardholders flying to Hong 
Kong have a chance to win a 
dream vacation to any destina- 
tion when they use their Visa at 
the Hong Kong International 
Airport during the holidays. 
The “Heart-Warming Winter” 
promotion runs until Jan. 8. 
Visa cardholders can instantly 
redeem rewards when they 
spend at least HK$500. The 
eighth, 18th and 28th travelers 
to redeem rewards at Terminal 
‘Two will receive special prizes. 
Іп addition, for every HK$800 
spent, Visa cardholders will re- 
ceive one entry to the weekly 
lucky draw and will also be en- 
tered into the grand prize lucky 
draw. Grand prize drawing will 
be on Jan. 15 (www.hongkong- 
airport.com). 

Pinoy ‘parol’ 

lights up Sydney 

The parol, hallmark of the Fil- 
ipino Christmas, shone brightly 
on the streets of Sydney during 
arecent Christmas parade in 
the major Australian city. The 
Department of Tourism (DOT) 
initiated the Philippines’ partic- 
ipation that included a float and 
performances by the Bayani- 
han Philippine National Folk- 
dance Company. Tourism Sec- 
retary Joseph Ace Durano 
pointed out that the Philippines 
had one of the liveliest and 
longest Christmas celebrations 
іп the world. He expressed the 
hope that, by showcasing the 
Pinoy flair for festivities, Aus- 
tralians would be encouraged 
to visit the Philippines. DOT 
Undersecretary for Tourism 
Planning and Promotions Ed- 
uardo Jarque Jr. and Team Asia 
Pacific's marketing head Rica 
Bueno led the Philippine dele- 
gation that was flown by Philip- 
pine Airlines. 


More flights 


to Moscow 

Singapore Airlines will fly daily 
to Moscow from Singapore 
starting March 20, 2008. The 
three-times-weekly service via 
Dubai will be complemented 
with a four-times-weekly non- 
stop service (that will continue 
on to Houston, United States). 
The Singapore-Moscow flight, 
with a three-times-weekly ser- 
vice via Dubai, will continue to 
operate Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. The additional 
nonstop flight will operate 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday (7568899, Mani- 
la; 2326211, Cebu; ог 
2245608, Davao; singapore- 
air.com). 


Palawan 


in good shape 

Palawan is “doing well," accord- 
ing to a study published in Na- 
tional Geographic Traveler maga- 
zine's November-December is- 
‘sue. The "Doing Well" category is 
for places that are in relatively. 
good shape but face minor prob- 
Jems. The province was part of 
111 islands and archipelagos in- 
cluded in the fourth Destination 
Scorecard survey conducted by 
the National Geographic Center 
for Sustainable Destinations. In 
putting Palawan in the “Doing 
Well" category, the judges noted 
that it was “blessed with incredi-- 
bly beautiful seascapes and land- 
scapes.” The magazine particu- 
larly recommends EI Nido and 
the Calamianes Islands. 


ing promo 
‘Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts in 
the Philippines and Philippine 
Airlines Mabuhay Miles renew 
their ties and extend the “Dine for 
Miles" promo until Dec. 30. This 
program enables members of 
PAL Mabuhay Miles to gain extra 


| mileage while dining in style. The 


program allows guests to dine іп 
any of participating restaurants 
and bars ofall Shangri-La Hotels 
and Resorts and Traders Hotel in 
the Philippines and earn 300 
miles for a minimum bill of 
P1,500 on a single-guest check 
and another 10 miles for every 
additional P50 on the bill. Call 
8138888. 


Maayong Pag-abot sa mga Smart Pin 


Home for the holidays, OFWs get a Grand Salubong from 
Smart Pinoy at the Mactan-Cebu International Airport. 


Gone for two years, working as a domestic helper in DOHA, Gatar, Else Menchavez couldn't 
wait to be reunited with her five children and was excited to be spending Christmas back 
home. So, when Gatar Airways flight 656 arrived at the Mactan-Cebu International Airport 
(MCIA), she was the first to get off. 


Beating everyone else tb the arrival area, Ева was the first to step into а surprise welcome 
for returning Filipino workers led by officials of Smart Communications, Inc. (SMART), the 
Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWWA), the Department of Labor and Employmen 
(DOLE), and the Mactan-Cebu International Airport Authority (MCIAA]. 


А Hero's Welcome 


The launch of the "SMART Pinoy OFW Grand Salubong" at МОА was a festive affair packed 
with lots of surprises. 


"We are honored that OWWA and the MCIAA have given us this opportunity to pay tribute 
to our Overseas Filipino Workers arriving in Cebu this holiday season. We hope that they 
enjoy the prizes and surprises that we have prepared for them,” said Danilo J. Mojica, head 
of SMART's Wireless Consumer Division. 


Upon arrival, our madern-day heroes received leis from SMART celebrity endorsers led by 
comedy king Dolphy, Viva Hot Babe Jhen Rosendahi, child star Steven Fermo, and tv personality 
Epy Quizon who hosted the short welcome program together with Matet Casino of DOLE 


Each of them also got a chance to win premium items including SMART cell phones and 
Wow Magic Sing microphones in an instant win pick-a-prize treat. 


Cocktails were served at the arrival area, and entertainment was provided by the 
Southwestern University Dance Troop and the Department of Tourism's Rondalla. 


Three Months of Surprises 


A three-month tribute to OFWs, SMART Pinoy OFW Grand Salubong will run until February 
28, 2008. Through this project, SMART, OWWA and the MCIAA, with partners Isuzu 
Philippines and Wow Magic sing, wish to give homage to our hard working countrymen who 
continue to provide invaluable contribution to the Philippines. 


A total of 136 prizes will be raffled off in the Smart Pinoy OFW Salubong Grand Draw on 
February 28, 2008. These include 25 Wow Magic Sing microphones, 30 Smart Bro 


computer 


packages, 50 flight miles equivalent to a domestic flight for two, ЗО Smart e-Load 
businesses and a brand new Isuzu Crosswind XTi Limited Edition. 


For a chance to win in the grand raffle, returning Filipino workers need only to register 
their SMART SIMs to automatically earn one electronic raffle. Additional raffle entries 
can be earned when they use any of Smart's international services. 


Cebu: Center of Visayas and Gateway to Mindanao 


In the coming months OFWs going home to Visayas and those en route to Mindanao 
аге Expected to arrive ас the Mactan-Cebu International Airport. 


"Dur kababayans are known to have made a lot of sacrifices. It is but fitting that even 
once а year, as they come home to their families, we make them feel how much we 
appreciate what they have done for us," said B/Gen. Danilo Augustu B. Francia, 
general manager of MCIAA. 


“It will be a warm and VIP welcome for them,” according to Wilfreda Misterio, Regional 
Director of OWWA 7. 


Tribute through Service 


Тһе grand salubong is also SMART's way of thanking Filipino overseas workers for 
their patronage of SMART's growing line of innovative international services that 
keep them close to home and constantly in touch with their families wherever their 
work brings them. 


"As the Philippines’ biggest mobile network to the world, SMART will continue to give 
tribute to our OFWs through the creation of services and products which cater not 
only to their communication needs but also to their livelihood projects,” said Jojo 
Malolos, head of International Business, SmartHub Financial Services Group. 


‘Smart Pinoy was launched late last year as part of SMART's efforts to better serve 
the global Filipino. Its products and services are available in over 200 countries 
abroad in partnership with over 400 international network partners. These include 
100, international SMS and MMS, value-added services like international voice text 
and voice text to email, airtime reloading via Smart Load and remittance service . 
like Smart Padala. 


It is because of these services that Elsa and other ‘Smart Pinoys’ have the fastest, 
easiest and most affordable means to connect and stay close to their loved ones all 
year-round. 
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Nifio’s Nativity welcomed 


R. VIC ROBLES, 

new parish priest of 

Sta. Maria, Bulacan 
says the devotion to the 
Sto. Nifio harks back to 
Jesus’ birth. 

Images of Christ as a baby 
and a little boy adorn Filipino 
homes and businesses. Devo- 
tion to the Sto. Nifio is the old- 
est of all devotions in the 
Philippines, starting in 1522 
when Magellan gave an image 
of the child Jesus to Queen 
Juana in Mactan, Cebu. 

The image was lost, but re- 
covered 44 years later by Span- 
ish soldier Juan Camus. It has 
been drawing pilgrims for 
more than 400 years to the 
now Basilica Minore de Sto. Ni- 
ñp in Cebu. 

“Оп the third Sunday of Jan- 
ies pilgrims stand in line for 


hours to see the Sto. Nifio. The 
Sinulog festival has its origin 
from this devotion. 

Poor devotees spread their 
mats near the basilica on the 
eve of the fiesta (Jan. 20 this 
year). 


Prince of Peace 

When Fr. Robles was as- 
signed to Sta. Maria, he could 
not have been happier. He has 
a special devotion to Him. He 
told me to look up the Biblical 
passage that called the Child 
Jesus “the wonderful Coun- 
selor, the Prince of Peace.” 

With the help of Dr. Erwin 
Carabeo, 1 found Isaiah 9:6 
that says: “For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given and 
the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Fa- 


ther, Prince of Peace.” 

A Concelebrated Mass will 
be held Jan. 20, 8 a.m., by Bish- 
op Rolando Tria Tirona. 

‘The Congregacion del San- 
tissimo Nombre del Nifio Jesus 
will register images for the ex- 
hibit at the PNB Financial Cen- 
ter Jan. 14-16, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
The exhibit opens Jan. 17, 5 
p.m. Procession is on Jan. 27. 

The feast of Sto. Niño de 
Providencia is on Jan. 26. 
Priests will heal the sick at 65 
Pijuan St., BF Resort Village, 
Las Pifias starting at 7 a.m. 
Mass will be at the Mary 
Mother of the Church Parish 
at3 p.m. A procession will fol- 
low. 


Home in Bethlehem 

Before his present assign- 
ment, Fr. Robles cared for the 
Home in Bethlehem in Baliuag, 


REMEDIOS Ticzon Gonzales 
(fourth from left), Gaudencio 
Cardinal Rosales, Msgr. Augusto 
Pedrosa and Our Lady of La 
Leche Movement members 
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Bulacan. The home has 100 
abandoned children aged up to 
12years. 

Some 200 children living 
outside are fed and sent to 
school. Fr. Robles said he was 
able to care for 300 children 
because God always provided. 

Fr. Robles still helps Fr 
Joseph Cruz, who js now in 
charge of the home. Text him ас 
0920-9145967 


Lady of La Leche 

Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales 
endorsed the devotion to Our 
Lady of La Leche during a Dec. 
8 Mass at the Manila Cathedral 
with Msgr. Nestor Cerbo, rec- 
tor, and Msgr. Augusto Pedrosa 
concelebrating. 

The Our Lady of La Leche 
Movement, headed by Reme- 
dios Ticzon Gonzales, donated 
a life-size statue. To propagate 
the devotion, the movement is 
asking for donation of statues 
to parishes. Please text 0917- 
8113294. 


Lady of Light 
The devotion to the Mother 
of Light that started in Paler- 
mo, Italy was introduced in 
1727 in Cainta by the Jesuits. 

Fr. Bartolommeo Cavanti (al 
Gavanti), SJ, from Ferrara, 
Italy, may have introduced the 
devotion. The devotion was 
later introduced in Guanajua- 
to, Mexico (1732) and Loon, 
Bohol (1753). 

The devotion to the Nuestra 
SeRora de Salvacion was intro- 
duced by the Franciscans ín 
Horoan, Tiwi, Albay (1776). 1t 
also spread in Italy, Equador, 
Venezuela and Peru. 

Since then, Our Lady was 
called by various titles like 
Nuestra Señora de la Luz/Lu- 
men, Our Lady of Light, Ka- 
banal-banalang Ina ng Kali- 
wanagan or Inang Santisima 
ng Kaliwanagan. 

The devotion has also been 
manifested in two of three an- 
tique bells in Cainta that are 
still in use. 

A small campana de vuelo or 
esquila was named after Nues- 
tra Señora de la Luz in 1835. A 
huge bell re-casted in 1883 
was named after the Nuestra 
Sefiora de la Lumen. As devo- 
tion to Our Lady spread, she 
became the segunda patrona of 
Cainta. 

The first Tagalog novena to 
Our Lady of Light, “Pag-dede- 
vocion at Pag-sisiam sa Casan- 
tasantahang Virgen ng Caliua- 
nagan,” was prepared by Luis 
Remedios, secretary of the 
archbishop of Manila, Fray Pe- 
dro Payo, OP. 

The archbishop received 
permission to publish it in 
1884. By then, Our Lady was 
considered titular head of the 
church of Cainta. The novena 
booklet said Ina nang Caliua- 
nagan was more appropriate 
than Ina nang Ilao. 
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Cainta has celebrated on 
Dec. 1, the feast of Our Lady of 
Light since 1853 or even earli- 
er. The Virgin has a secondary 
feast on Thursday after Pente- 
cost Sunday. 

Tn Cainta, the Virgin is recog- 
nized as patroness of reconcil 
ation and those seeking con- 
version. 


UST Christmas 
concert on TV 

The annual classical Christ- 
mas concert of the University 
of Santo Tomas, “Symphony of 
Carols,” will be aired at 4:30 
p.m, Dec. 24, on АВС-5. 

The concert, graced by no 
less than the new apostolic 
nuncio to the Philippines, Ms- 
gr. Edward Joseph Adams, was 
recently held at the UST 
Chapel (Santissimo Rosario 
Parish Church) and featured 
the top performing arts talents 
of the Pontifical University. 

Leading the performers were 
the UST Symphony Orchestra 
under professor Hermenegildo 
Ranera and the world- 
renowned UST Singers under 
professor Fidel Calalang, both 
conductors being faculty mem- 
bers of the UST Conservatory 
of Music, a Center of Excel- 
ence in Music Education ac- 
cording to the Commission on 
Higher Education. 

The concert also featured 
US-based Thomasian soprano 
Clarrisa Ocampo, UST Guitar 
Ensemble, UST Liturgikon, 
UST Grade School Choir. $: 


Goodbye, Ernest 3d 

The last time I saw-Eiriest 
Santiago was at Bobby Ca- 
ballero's apartment. He told 
me to write a book about Ma- 
ma Mary. Since I had written 
about her, he said I should 
collate my columns into a 
book. 

In our years of friendship, 1 
never knew Ernest was devot- 
ed to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Perhaps he prayed for me be- 
cause I worked on the book the 
next year and launched it in 
2006, with our friend Bobby as 
emcee. 

On the evening of Dec. 18, I 
said goodbye to Ernest during 
his wake at the Capilla de San 
Francisco of the Santuario de 
San Antonio. I told Ernest I 
would pray for the repose òf, 
his soul so that he would rest 
with Mama Mary in heaven. I 
asked him to pray for me, ав 
well. 

Ernest's death is a reminder 
of our own mortality and 
teaches us of the need to be 
closer to God. 

Christmas is the best time to 
reflect on the significance of 
Christ's birth to save us. I wish 
you all peace of mind, good 
health and prosperity. This col- 
umn is 20 years old this month. 
Thanks for all your support. 
Тһе Lord be praised! 
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Yuletide 
fusion 
of flavors 


Text by Rowena C. Burgos 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


IGHT AFTER THE MISA DE 
В. the highlight of the 

season, families go home to a 
grand midnight meal known as Noche 
Buena 

А thanksgiving rite, Noche Buena is а 
time when the entire family sits down for 
supper with a table laden with lots of 
food. Ham, queso de bola and fresh fruits 
are the standard fare served for a typical 
Noche Buena. But the homemaker can al- 
ways add a personal touch to this feast. 
~ The Solomon Guest House team of the 
De La Salle-College of St. Benilde (DLS- 
CSB) School of Hotel, Restaurant and In- 
stitution Management suggests a Fusion 
Noche Buena showcasing dishes such as 
Salmon in Filo Pastry, Christmas Paella, 
Three-Cheese Prawn Grautin, Roast Pork- 
foin in Tortilla Wrap and Holiday Mango 
Pandan. The group finished the five dish- 
es, which cost P3,000.35, in two and a 
half hours. 

Headed by chef Pam Obieta, the team's 
inembers are third-year students of Culi- 
пагу Arts who will man the school's show- 
case restaurant in January. They have 
won the grand prize in competitions of 
Reynold's, Century Tuna, Goldilocks and 
Nestle. 

“For this Fusion Noche Buena, we 

thought of something simple so Inquirer 
feaders won't have a hard time doing 
them. Fusion means combining tech- 
hiques of other countries and locally 
sourced ingredients. At St. Benilde, 
there's a course on Filipino Cuisine 
wherein regions are discussed so students 
learn about their food and culinary styles. 
For the final exams, they do fusion but 
they have to know the foundation first,” 
explains Obieta, program coordinator of 
DLS-CSB's Culinary Arts. 
7 To give the feast a touch of fusion, the 
baked Salmon wrapped in filo dough was 
marinated in calamansi and salt and pep- 
per. Its salsa for the filling had onion, 
tomatoes and capers. 

Roast Pork Loin was dry rubbed and 
presented in tortilla pritchon style with 
hoisin leaves and cucumber. 

According to Obieta, the idea behind 
the Christmas Paella was to include ingre- 
dients available in one’s pantry or refrig- 
erator so the dish features cooked ham, 
red and green bell pepper, green peas and 
chicken. "We added annatto oil and ka- 
subha to make it Filipino,” Obieta says. 
“The twist lies in the sun-dried tomatoes 
and tinapa. The saltiness and sweetness 
of these ingredients complement each 
other." 

The baked Three-Cheese Prawn 
Grautin was made from queso de bola, 
mozzarella and kesong puti. The team 
mixed it with garlic and butter, and 
stuffed it in prawns. The red and green 
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SALAD of Buffalo's Milk Cheese and 
Slow-Roasted Tomatoes 


Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 
Photos by Jim Guiao-Punzalan 


HE HOLIDAYS ALWAYS BRING 
| the promise of cozy family din- 

ners, festive cocktail parties, 
maybe even a big bash or two. These joy- 
ful days can be the most exciting time of 
the year, but also the most stressful, espe- 
cially if you are the one doing the plan- 
ning and the cooking. The easiest and 
foremost entertaining tip of all is to plan 
your menu ahead of time. 
So, to help you with planning your hol- 
iday spread, we commissioned talented 
students of the Center for Culinary Arts 
(CCA) in Katipunan Road, QC to come up 
with an international Noche Buena feast. 
‘They worked around the reasonable bud- 
get of P3,000. 
After only a day of brainstorming, the 
graduating students of CCA composed of 
Garie Quiambao, Mark Marquez, Francis 
Tarin and Miraflor Cruz was all geared 
up to whip up six delicious dishes with 
European influences. 
The students, champions in various 
culinary competitions including Chefs on 
Parade and Salon Culinaire, were under 
the supervision of CCA bigwigs such as 
chef James Antolin, program manager; 
chef Joey Herrera, instructor; chef Mike 
‘Yap, instructor; and Nancy Reyes Lumen, 
advisory board member. 
“We decided to present the food buf- 
fet-style because it's much easier for the 
host to do than to plate each and every 
food,” explained Cruz. 


program manager. 


FRUIT-AND NUT-STUFFED Roasted Pork Loin 


‘The Noche Buena meal, ideal for a family 
of five, started off with a Salad of Slow- 
Roasted Tomatoes „with Buffalo's Milk 
Cheese. The buffalo cheese was bought at 
Market! Market! in Taguig for only P90 a 
pack. The ready-to-eat mixed greens-were 
purchased at P60 per bag. 

“We just added cherry tomatoes to the 
greens and prepared a simple balsamic 
vinaigrette,” said Quiambao. 

Another appetizer, Crostini of Chicken 
Liver Paté with Cherry Tomatoes and Alfal- 
fa Sprouts, consisted of slices of toasted 
bread with liver paté spread and topped" 
with chorizo, cherry tomatoes and alfalfa— 
sprouts. > 

The Assorted Cheese Platter was all local 
cheeses arranged nicely in a platter—quezo 
de bola, kesong puti rolled in pink pepper- 
corn and cheddar cheese. Seedless grapes 
and pistachio nuts added a festive look. 


COLD Seafood Platter 
Cocktail Sauce 


For the main course, the Fruit and Nut 


` sy 
CHOCOLATE Fondue with strawberries, 
marshmallows, pineapples and honeydew 


Why not 

a buffet 
feast with 
roast pork 
stuffed with 
the earth's 
bounty 

as main 
course and 


Eager 
culinary 
students 
show the 
way 


Saffron Aioli and 


-Stuffed Roasted Pork Loin would definitely 


centerpiece? 


The lapu-lapu cost P150; prawns at 
P300, mussels and seaweeds atP30 each. | 
The seafood were either poached ог | 
steamed and then served cold with the | 
usual cocktail sauce and saffron aioli.” | 
Fondue is a great way to capa fabulous | 
meal. The students prepared Chocolate 
Fondue with strawberries, pineapple, . 
honeydew and marshmallows. i 
“We wanted a complete meal for our ! 
Noche Buena table,” said Yap. “We used | 
up all the budget and probably exceeded | 
about P50 but there were still plenty of 
leftover ingredients which can still be 
used for other dishes.” i 


Salad of Buffalo's Milk Cheese 
and Slow-Roasted Tomatoes 

1 pack local buffalo milk cheese 
(approximately 200 g) 

500 g ripe plum tomatoes, cut in half 
lengthwise 

Yacolive ой 

1 bunch basil leaves 

1 bag mixed salad greens, pre-washed 

Ya cbalsamic vinegar 

3 colive oil 

Toss the tomatoes in ¥%4 c of olive ой, 
salt and pepper and arrange, cut side ` 
down, on a sheet tray. Cook in а 275°F 
oven for three to four hours until most of 
the moisture has evaporated. 

Drain the cheese from its brine and cut 
into uniform %-inch-thick slices. 

Make the dressing by whisking the 
olive oil into the vinegar. Season to taste 
and chill the dressing. 

To finish, arrange the cheese and toma- 
toes alternately in a platter. Garnish with 
basil leaves and serve with mixed greens 
and balsamic vinaigrette on the side. 


Cold Seafood Platter with Saffron 
Aioli and Cocktail Sauce 
500 g mussels scrubbed 


impress any family guest. 
“We bought the whole loin, already clean 
and trussed, at Metro Gaisano for P600,” 
said Yap. “All we did was stuff it with nuts 
and fruits like dried raisins and apricots. It 
takes only one hour to cook in the oven.” 
The pork dish was a hefty piece sliced 
thinly and accompanied with veggies like 
shallots, carrots, potatoes and French 
beans. The veggies were glazed (meaning, 
boiled and then cooked in sugar and butter |^ 
to give it a slight sweetness). ET 
Seafood seems to be present at every 7,2 
‘dining table during the season of binge- 


750 g prawns, peeled and deveined 
350 g grouper (lapu lapu señorita) or 
snapper (mayamaya), drawn and dressed 
2 pc rock lobster (approximately 250 g 
each) 
250 g fresh seaweed, rinsed well in 
cold water 
Cocktail sauce 
Saffron aioli 
Place the mussels-in a pan and add 
Just enough water to cover. Cover the 
pan with a lid and set over moderate 
heat. Bring the liquid to a simmer. Re- 


arie Quiambao, Francis Tarin, chef-instructor Joey 
Herrera, Miraflor Cruz, Mark Marquez, chef-instructor Mike Yap and chef James Antolin, 


ing. Therefore, the group produced a 
Cold Seafood Platter with Saffron Aioli 
and Cocktail Sauce. 

“The seafood came from the seaside 
market on Macapagal Avenue (Pasay 
City),” said Yap. “The rock lobster cost 
Р600 per kilo but we only got half a kilo. 


the liquid rapidly, 
Setaside. 


елі 


ES 
Wf BB CROSTINI of Chicken Liver Paté 
with cherry tomatoes and alfalfa sprouts 


the mussels open. Chill the mussels in 


over an ice bath. 


SPECIAL F3 


Text by Cheche V. Moral 
Photos by Chito Vecina 


HEN IT CAME TO THE 

wala ng budget-budget,” said 
Nikki Banzon, who teaches Philippine 
Gastronomy at the American Hospitality 
Academy Philippines (108 Aguirre Bldg., 
HV de la Costa cor. Soliman Streets, Sal- 
cedo Village, Makati; tel. 
8927372/7702). “But now we have to. If 
we can't afford an entire lechon, we just 
get the head, or we roast a chicken. 
Roasts are the stars of any feast.” 

With generous helpings of creativity 
and imagination, a traditional Pinoy 
Noche Buena on tightened purse strings 
can be as festiye as we want it, said Ban- 
zon. She helped plan a Noche Buena 
menu for six people consisting of tradi- 
| tional Filipino fare, with the culinary stu- 
dents of AHA and chef-instructor Thad 
Gayanelo. Lifestyle set the budget at 
P3,000. 
| Exceeding the limit by a few hundred 
pesos (very Pinoy, we might add), the 
АНА students came up with a banquet 
| redolent of every Lola's ог Nanays 
kitchen. 

There was morcon, a tender and fla- 
| vorful log of beef sirloin; savory galanti- 
| na; chorizo-dotted bringhe; and a beauti- 
fully roasted chicken. 

The luscious ube halaya-leche flan 
dessert table even included extra treats 


{ like yema, tsokolate tablea, mangga’t 
suman, quezo de bola and jamon—the lat- 


BRINGHE 


Theodore Salonga and Neslly Bretana 


TEAM American Hospitality Academy Philippines: Jaan Aler, Roxanne Castillo, 
Abejaron, chef Thad Gayanelo, Nikki Banzon, Queenie Argomi 


» Irma Policar 


ter two round-shaped foods that Filipinos 


Culinary students whip up believe to be harbingers of good fortune. 
Taking into account Pinoys’ love for 
chicken, the students prepared two bird 
A banquet redolent dishes, and served the rice dish bringhe in 


ofLola's or Nanay's kitchen 


lieu of a noodle or pasta dish. They made 
sure it was a one-carb meal, such that the 
ubiquitous macaroni salad didn't make its 
way on this table. 

Save for the bringhe and roast chicken, all 
the dishes can be prepared a day ahead and 
stored in the refrigerator, Gayanelo said. 

They also showed how presentation can 
add pizzazz to an otherwise modest table. 
Roxanne Castillo, a student who headed 
the setup committee, used items readily 
found in the house to capture the authentic 
Filipino theme, like banig mats, candles 
and fresh-picked bougainvilleas to spruce 
up the table. 


PINOY-STYLE F4. 


ina Abdon, Dyan Tablante, Archie 
Joy dela Rosa, Ramon Urbano, 


UBE Halaya 
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Special stuff for a special night sen 


Bring a large pot of water to a poaching temperature (barely a sim- Fruit-and-nut-stuffed the other You may use ahoningsteel or the dried fruit. Scrape any caramelized 
poaching temperature (barely a sim- mer) and add enough salt to make the Roasted Pork Loin asimilar tool to uniformly widen thein- food bits stuck to the рап, Reduce thé 
mer) and add enough salt to make the liquid briny in taste, Add the rock lob- Ж. Cision, Pipe the fruitand-nut mixture brandy until almost diy Add the meat 
liquid briny in taste. Add the prawns sters and poach for more or less 5 min- тре d as pork o. p ii into the porkloin. stock and simmer until reduced to al- 
and poach for more or less two min- utes, until just done. Remove the 804 Cea i rer AYA Ў) Season the roast with salt and pep- most half. 
tutes, until just done. Remove the prawns from the poaching liquid and 26 apego sh ka В per In a hot pan with a thin film оѓо, Thicken the liquid to your desired 
prawns from the poaching liquid and set aside to cool. 2:6 ae fruits (such as apricot, ұзар е roast until itis well browned ай consistency by whisking in some corn- 
set aside to cool. Set the seaweed on a large chilled Prines en pea) pira ifnecessary over Transfer the roast to a rack in а starch slurry Season to taste. By this 

Bring a large pot of water to poach- platter and neatly arrange the mussels, Ie = randy roasting pan and placeina 350°F oven. time, your roast should be ready for 
ing temperature and add enough salt prawns, lobsters and fish on it. Serve | 2СРОП dee ‘or chicken stock Cook the roast until the temperature carving, Serve with roasted potatoes, 
to make the liquid briny in taste. You with cocktail sauce and saffron aioli. owe rh ntry asneeded reads 14507 at the center This may take green beans and glazed carrots. 
may also add a dash of acid in the form Saffron Aioli: Sooke fruits in the brandy to 1 to 114 hours. Remove the roast from 
of citrus juice or vinegar aswell asaro- 1 pinch saffron filaments migi, preferably overnight. Drain the oven, cover loosely with foil to Chocolate Fondue 
matic herbs and spices for added fla- 2 tbsp hot water е fruits and set aside the remaining 
2 Ka bye brandy for your sauce. 

Season the fish with saltand pepper. 4c mayonnaise Put bok of the fruits in a food proces- 
Gently submerge the fish into the liq- Steep the saffron in thehotwaterfor 507 21G Process д0 a раку Puree. Add 
wid and poach until just done. This several minutes. Pound the garlicto a ‘he remaining kab. and pulse to a 
may take seven to 10 minutes depend- complete paste, Combine the saffron 908188 mixture. Fold in the nuts. Place 
ing on the size and thickness of the filaments, including the liquid, thegar- (Не fruit-and-nut mixture into a piping 
fish. Remove the fish from the liquid lic paste and the mayonnaise. Adjust Dagandset aside. low any roast drippings to caramelize. іб stirring with a rubber spatula, over a 
and chill for service. seasoning, as necessary with salt and With a long narrow bladed knife Take care not to bum the drippings. pot of gently simmering water. Add 


Bring a large pot of water to а pepper make an incision through the center of pour the brandy reserved from soaking liqueur if desired. Transfer to a fondue 
кенер pa the pork loin running from one end to Y pot mataan dipping вету: 


maintain heat, and allow it to rest at 500 g bittersweet chocolate, rough 

east 20 minutes before carving. chopped 3 
While the roast is resting, make your 2 tbsp amaretto or frangelico о 

accompanying sauce. Take the roasting kirsch or liqueur of choice (optional) 

pan in which the pork was cooked. Asssorted dippables: strawberries, 
Pour off any excessive grease and set bananas, marshmallows 

over the stovetop on moderate heat. Al- Put rhe chocolate in a bowl and melt 


CELEBRATE A COCA-COLA 
CHRISTMAS 


Christmas won't be complete without 
a family Noche Buena, and Coke 
makes this salu-salo even more 
special by enlivening meals and 
making family bonding warmer. 


This Coke Christmas Spirit lived on 
as the Coca-Cola Caravan traversed 
various cities and barangays this 
December to celebrate family 
Christmas cheer and bonding. 
Decked in bright Christmas lights 
and carrying loads of fun and games 
with it, the Christmas Caravan toured 
different cities and barangays to 
liven up the holidays. 


With fun activities, games and prizes, 
it's successful Baguio leg garnered 
close to 40,000 visitors. And 
because it toured other cities and 
barangays in GMA as well as the 
rest of Luzon, the Coke Caravan 
has touched hundreds of thousands 
of people during this Christmas 
season. 


But aside from that, Coke brings you 
the Coca-Cola Kasalo sa Pasko 
Promo which would surely be a 
Christmas treat for every family. Just 
buy Coke Litro and look under the 
cap to see if it's one of the winning 
Kasalo Caps. Then present the 
winning Kasalo Cap, along with 4 
red Litro caps, to redeem special 
Kasalo Spoon and Fork collectibles 
at participating sari-sari stores and 
public markets nationwide. As of 
December 2, close to half a million 

. Cutlery sets have been redeemed 

and millions more to be given away 

until the redemption period ends on 

February 21, 2008 


With sets of Kasalo Spoons and 
Forks, and Coke 
to have a splendid dining experience 
every day of the year. 


' you're sure 


| 


Bonding 
sa Buhay 
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From page Fl 
bell pepper gave the dish a Christmas 
touch. 

In making the colorful Holiday Man- 
go Pandan, green and red gulaman and 


and condensed milk. 


|. Salmon in Filo Pastry 
5 1,000 g salmon fillet 

Salt and pepper, to taste 

jt? З pecalamansi 

* salsa: 

70g onions, white 

|. 120g tomato, local 

3 g spring onions 

60 g capers 

5 pe calamansi 

30 ml olive oil 

1 pack filo pastry (or lumpia wrap- 
er) 

125 g butter, clarified 

Preheat oven to 180°C. 


Е апа pepper and set aside. 
| То make salsa: dice tomatoes, white 
| onions, spring onions and capers. 

|і Mixall ingredients together, add a lit- 


{- and pepper. Drizzle with olive oil. 

To assemble, fold a sheet of filo pas- 
try into three. Place sliced salmon on 
one end of the wrapper and top with 
salsa. Fold sides to create a pocket, then 
fold forward to completely wrap the 
salmon. 

Brush with clarified butter. Bake in a 
preheated oven for 20-25 minutes. 
Makes 25 pieces (60 g/pc). 


Christmas Paella 

100 ml olive oil (annatto oil) 

SO gannatto seeds 

50 g onions, white, minced 

50 g garlic, minced 

150 g red bell pepper, strips 

150% green bell pepper, strips 

106 g sun-dried tomatoes, diagonal 
strips 

| ` 500g chicken breast, cut into cubes 
Г “5005 cooked ham, cubes 

E 2kCalrose (rice) 

Я 12 cstock, chicken 
METTUS 

H 500 ml tomato sauce 

! 


100g green peas 
Smoked fish (tinapa) 

5 pceggs (boiled) 

То make annatto oil, sauté seeds and 


chilled yellow mango were used. This 
dessert was then layered with cream 


Cut salmon into 60 g fillets. Marinate 
$ “with calamansi juice, season with salt 


э IY 


a 3 $ 


ROAST Porkkloin in Tortilla Wrap 


Жа SOE 
БЕ ЭРЕ, 7: ads Iz 
DLS-CSB's Solomon Guest House team: Chef Pam Obieta; Byron Niel Francisco; Rene Lorenzo Cantimbuhan; Renz 
Leyco; John Christopher Manalang: Jose Manuel Dos Remedios; Prince Enriquez: Jemimah Casten; Ellice Ong; 
Stephanie Kho; Mariel Matunan; Richard Ng Chiu; Boris Villanueva; Jerwyn Rabo; Norman Lorenz Evaristo; 


Nathaniel Pilar; Lalaine Lim; Rachelle Karen Т. Ong; Marie Ann Lim; 


Olive oil, as needed 
Dash of cayenne pepper (optional) 
Dash of paprika 

1 dayap juice 

Stuffing: 

50 g butter, unsalted, softened 

25 garlic, minced 

50 g red bell pepper, chopped 

50 g green bell pepper, chopped 

100 g kesong puti/goat cheese (crum- 
bled) 

100 g queso de bola, grated 

100 g Mozzarella, grated 

Dayap 

5 g red bell pepper, thinly sliced 

5g green bell pepper, thinly sliced 

Preheat oven to 180C. 

Butterfly prawns by cutting along the 
back: Keep the shell on but remove the 
Үсіп; Season prawns with salt, pepper, 
olive gil, cayerme, pepper, lime and papri- 
ka. 

To inake stuffing, combine mozzarella, 
queso de bola, kesong puti (goat cheese), 
garlic, and soft butter. Fold in chopped 
red and green bell pepper. 


tle calamansi juice and season with salt | 


-Fill prawns.with-cheese mixture, top 


with-red and green bell pepper strips. 
‘Bake in preheated oven until prawns turn 
‘orange and cheese turns golden brown. 


Roast Porkloin in Tortilla Wrap 


2,000 g Porkloin 
Rub: 

5 g garlic powder 

5 g onion powder 

5 g cayenne powder 


5g paprika 
PRITCHON ae BS а, 
2gsalt - 
-auté-ónions; garlic, chicken, ham, 2g pepper” * HOLIDAY Mango 
“juh-dried tomatoes, green peas, and ^ Marinade:: -~ Pandan! 
sliced bell peppers in annatto oil. 100 mi Worcestershire sauce- ae 
Add Calrose (rice) in the same pan and 50 ml mustard “ADOING bitig 
continue sautéing. Add stock alittle ata З gstaranise, ground 
time. Add kasubha and stir until well-dis- Wrap: 


tributed. Stir in the tomato sauce. Season 
with salt and pepper. 

Cover pan with aluminum foil and cook 
over low heat until the rice is cooked. 

In a separate pan deep fry smoked fish 
(tinapa) and shred into flakes for top- 
pings. Cut boiled eggs into wedges and 
garnish. 


Three-Cheese Prawn Grautin 
1,000 g prawns 
Salt and pepper, to taste 


12 pc tortilla wrapper 

200 ml hoisin sauce 

100 g leeks 

200 g cucumber 

Truss the Porkloin. 

Preheat oven to 175deg С (350°F) 

In a mixing bowl, mix garlic powder, 
ofiion powder, cayenne pepper, paprika 
and Cajun spice to make a dry rub. 

Coat pork with dry rub and season with 
salt and pepper. 

In another bowl, mix together Worces- 


Pakdeepraprut; and Jade Christopher Lee 


tershire, mustard and star anise to 
make a marinade. Apply and marinate 
meat for at least 1 hour. 

Sear the porkloin on hot pan to cre- 
ate a nice brown crust. 

Then roast porkloin in preheated 
oven for about an hour. You can also 
check pork using a meat thermometer. 
When the internal temperature of the 
thickest part of meat is around 155°C 
(302°F), remove from oven. Rest for 
15-20 minutes before slicing. 


Slice cucumbers and leeks into 
strips. 
Heat or grill tortilla wrappers. 


To serve, place thin slices of pork in a 
tortilla wrapper, add hoisin sauce, cucum- 
bers, and chopped leeks and form into a 
wrap. 


Holiday Mango Pandan 

1 bundle pandan leaves 

1 pack red gulaman 

1 pack green gulaman 

500 g yellow mango cubes 

500 ml all-purpose cream 

200 ml condensed milk 

Pandan extract/flavoring 

Prepare gelatin according to package 
instruction. (Note: Boil water with pan- 
dan leaves. Discard leaves and used fla- 
vored boiling water to set gelatin) 

Whip all-purpose cream, condensed 
milk, and a teaspoon of pandan extract. 

Assemble in a tall narrow glass. Al- 
ternately layer red gelatin, green 
gelatin, and mango cubes. Place a 
spoonful of cream after each layer. 

Chill. Best served cold 


DLS-CSB is on Arellano Avenue and 
Estrada Street, Malate, Manila. Call 
5238888 loc. 276 or 5257562; visit 
www.dls-csb.edu. ph 


1. Then remove seeds by straining. 


wg “We don't usually put in this much 
effort in our own homes,” Castillo said, 
“but you can see what difference a lit- 
tle trimming does to the mood.” 

If the food seemed like. “too much 
for a family ofsix,” Banzon said this is 
typical of Filipinos. “We like to have 
leftovers for the next day, and we al- 
ways cook extra for relatives and 
friends who may drop in unan- 
nounced.” 


Roast Chicken 

1 whole chicken, cleaned 

У c calamansi juice 

Yacsoy sauce 

1pctanghd (lemongrass) 

4 cloves minced garlic 

30g minced ginger 

Salt and pepper 

Combine all ingredients and rub on- 
to chicken, Stuff with washed tanglad 
leaves. 

Marinaté overnight in the chiller 

Preheat oven to 350°F to 425'E 
Place chiken in roasting pan. Roast 
for 1 how or until the thermometer 
reads 165% for 15 seconds. 


Chicken Galantine 

1.3 kg whole chicken, deboned 

80 ml brandy 

‘Stuffing: 

Ground chicken meat (from whole 
chicken) 

500 g pork fat 

Iodizedsalt, to taste 

Ground white pepper, to taste 

30 gbel pepper, diced medium 

40 g dred apricot, soaked in brandy 

35 g pitachio, blanched and peeled 


GLAZED ham, quezo de bola and pan 
desal 


ALITTLE trim goes along way In this 


homey Noche Buena table. CHICKEN Galantine 


THE SWEET tooth's table laden with ube 


halaya, leche flan, yema, mangga’t suman, plus a 
pot of hot tsokolate tablea and fruity pineapple-- 


orange punch, 


A pinch of ground coriander 
raisins 

2 hard-boiled eggs 

Poaching liquid: 

11 chicken stock 

70g white onion, chopped 

35 g carrots, chopped 

35 g celery, chopped 

1pcbayleaf 

5 g black peppercorn. 

2gthyme 

2 pc whole cloves 

lodized salt, to taste. 

Wash the deboned chicken and mar- 
inate in brandy. Chill overnight. 

Carefully remove the chicken meat 
from the skin without tearing the skin. 
Process the chicken meat in the food 
processor until smooth. Add the pork 
fat just enough to coarsely chop. 

in a bowl, mix all the ingredients 
and spread it onto the skin, Roll it into 
alog. Wrap it with cheesecloth and tie 


with butcher's twine. 

Mix all ingredients of the poach- 
ing liquid in a saucepan and bring to 
a simmer. Submerge the rolled meat 
in the liquid and simmer for about 
two hours. 

When done, don't remove the 
meat from the poaching liquid. Just 
let it cool and wrap tightly before 
putting in the chiller overnight. Slice 
and serve chilled 


Bringhe 

80 g pork belly, diced medium 

45 ml vegetable oil 

5 ggalangal, minced 

5 g garlic, minced. 

60 g red onion, chopped 

З stalks lemongrass, chopped 

500 в chicken pieces, adobo cut 

40 g red bell pepper, diced medi- 
um 

40 g green beans 

Patis, to taste 

Black pepper, ground, to taste 

Salt, to taste 

1 с glutinous rice, soaked 

1 pe Chinese chorizo, sliced 

2ewater 

60 ml coconut milk 

1 tsp turmeric 

Banana leaves 

Render pork, Add oil. Saute gar- 
lic, galangal, onion and lemongrass. 
‘Add turmeric, bell pepper and green 
beans. Add the rice and mix a little 
to coat. Season with salt and pepper 
and patis. 

Add chorizo and water Stir gently 
and bring to a boil. Simmer covered 
with banana leaves. 

PINOY-STYLE FS 
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Morcon 

750 g beef sirloin, whole (to make 
into a roulade) 

1tsp each salt and pepper 

75 g carrots, cut into batonette 

75 g celery, batonette 

3 pechorizo Bilbao, batonette 

3 tbsp pickle relish 

Ya c grated quick-melt cheese 

100 g sliced bacon 

3 tbsp all-purpose flour 

100 ml oil 

2pconion, chopped 

2 tbsp minced garlic 

2 tbsp tomato paste 

250 g tomatoes, chopped 

300 ml tomato sauce 

3 pc bay leaf 

1-194 liter beef stock 

Season the flattened meat with salt 
and pepper. On one side of the meat, 
line the carrots, celery and chorizo. Top 
with pickle relish and grated cheese. 
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Tightly roll the meat. Using a butch- 
erstwine, tie the meat. Start on one end 
and make a zigzag pattern on the meat, 
ensure that the end knot is on one end of 
the beef. Roll the roulade on flour. 

In a heavy casserole, heat oil. Sear 
the meat on all sides until light brown. 
Remove the meat from the oil and set 
asid. 

Using the same pan, saute the garlic, 
Onions, tomato paste, bay leaf and 
chopped tomatoes for about three 
minutes. Add tomato sauce and beef 
stock and allow to simmer, about 8-10 
minutes. Add the beef roulade. Allow 
tosimmer for three hours, or until soft- 
ened. Add more beef stock as needed. 
Remove from heat. 

Remove the roulade from the sauce 
and allow to cool for easier slicing. 

Strain the remaining sauce and re- 
duce until thickened. Slice the roulade 
at least Y-inch thick. Serve with the 
sauce. 


Yema 

500 ml condensed milk 

Beggyolks 

300 g granulated white sugar 

Cook egg yolks and milk in a double 
boiler. Stir continuously until the mix- 
ture holds together and forms into a 
ball and shape into bite-size balls. 
Sprinkle a pan with the sugar. Roll 
yema balls in sugar and wrap individu- 
ally in colored cellophane. 


Leche Flan 

300 g white sugar 

500 ml evaporated milk 

7eggyolks 

1 tbsp vanilla extract 

Yatsp lime zest 

Caramelize 100-g sugar over low 
heat in a heavy saucepan. Pour to coat 
bottom of llanera. 

Combine milk, eggs, vanilla, lime 
zest and remaining sugar in a bowl 
Mix well and strain into the caramel- 


coated llanera. Bake in a bain-marie in 
a moderate, preheated oven (180°C) 
for 45 minutes, then reduce heat to 
140°C and continue to bake for 15 
more minutes. Cool and unmold to a 
serving platter. 


Ube Halaya 
750 ube (purple yam) 
200 g sugar 
500 ml coconut milk 
200 ml condensed milk 
100 g butter 
Boil the yam until tender. Peel and 


cut into cubes. Grind in a food proces- 
sor with the sugar and coconut milk. 
"Transfer to a heavy casserole, 

Add the condensed milk and butter 
and cook over low heat, stirring contin- 
uously until the mixture holds together 
and starts separating from the pan, 
Make sure the bottom doesn't burn. 
"Transfer to a pan lined with plastic film * 
and allow to cool. Slice and serve 


Fruit Punch 

11 pineapple-orange juice 

Y. crum or brandy 

1рсарріе, chopped 5 

1 pc orange, halved and sliced thinly : 
crosswise 

1 can fruit cocktail 

Ice 

Mix all ingredients and serve. 


Extras: Glazed ham, quezo de bola, 
pan de sal, tsokolate tablea, тапка? 
suman 


BONDING WITH THE FOLKS! 
А guide to hosting a great family reunion 
this Christmas 


No other occasion brings family and 
relatives (even to the nth degree!) together 
like Christmas. But Christmas time also 
can cause a lot of pressure, especially 
when dealing with relatives you have not 
met for a long time, and children who treat 
you like a stranger and vise versa. Here's 
а guide to have a closer, happier Yuletide 
season with the whole family: 


Do some research. Before organizing a 
family get-together, it's best to do some 
pre-work. Does your Tito need a special 
diet and can't eat ham? How many kids 
does your cousin have? Will you need 
more kiddie treats or dishes for the grown- 
ups? Will you need to rent more chairs? 
These simple considerations are important 
to ensure that you make your guests feel 
welcome at home. 


Bring out the photo album. Any photo 
of people in an 80s outfit may bring out 
the cringe factor, but believe it or not, old 
photos get the interest of anyone, young 
or old. For the older relatives, its a way 
to reminisce on the good old times. For 
the younger kids, it's the way for them to 
‘see how you are connected to their side 
of the family. They'll be exclaiming “hey, 
this is you with my mom!" and immediately 
warm up to the family association. 


Potluck! One way to bond with relatives 
you have not met for a long time is to ask 
them for their specialty dish. Not only will 
this make things easy for your budget, it 
also lets your Tita, Ninang or Cousin 
showcase her culinary pride. Other 
members of your family will also appreciate 
sampling a specialty dish they're not 
accustomed to, and wil get the ball rolling 
into getting to know one anothei 


Serve to the shy ones first. While some 
relatives would attack food with gusto, 
older folks and этай kids usually take 
some prodding before they head to the 
dinner table. Warm up to them by offering 
an. appetizer, or.by literally taking their 
hand and guiding them to the table. This 
ensures that they would get to sample 
every dish, even the ones that get gobbled 
up fast. 


Ease the Tension. There's no bigger 
celebration pooper than having differences 
with other family members. Remind them 
that this is not the venue to settle scores, 
to bicker or even air the dirty laundry. So 
when serving to bickering relatives, make 
sure that you as the host, are in neutral 
ground. Give them both the importance, 
and the space, to adjust to each other. 
And while it is nice to think of a 
reconciliation (which does not always 
happen) the best to hope for is that a nice 
meal and a cold drink would cool their 
heads, and give them something more 
positive to focus on. 


Pass the glass. Once you run out of 
things to say, you сап still connect with 
family members by offering them a drink. 
True to the adage “actions speak louder 
than words", handing a glass of Coke lets 
guests fee! welcome, and very much part 
of your family. 


sa Buhay | 


"Ore Cua", "Coka ang Buhay Ca Buksan Ma? ал retro adm 
“ты Coca Can А 


innabantayan PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER o t tn ———— 


Sunday LIFESTYLE | SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 
Capturing the Yuletide ‘spirits "Holi day — 


ITS A FAMILIAR SIGHT—THE exotic delights of the East, espe- Johnnie Walker alone are con- 
influx of returning Filipino expa- cially during Christmas. sumed every second, and around 2 
triates during the holidays, many Celebrations like Christmas уі. 150 million bottles are sold each ari A р ХУ 
of them bringing bottles of their tually unite the world in aspirit of year in more than 200 countries, | 
favorite wines and spirits like camaraderie through Diageo's most of which have migrant Fil- 
Johnnie Walker and J&B whisky, brands, whose legendary origins ipinos, either onshore or offshore. | 
‘Smimoff and Ciroc vodka, Tan- cover almost al comers of the Equally global is the Diageo ' SEATTLE'S BEST COFFEE 
queray, Baileys and others. globe, with Smimoff from Company itself, which employs | (SBC) offers this holiday 
What most Filipinos don’t Moscow, Johnnie Walker from over 22,000 people in 80 coun- | season Hazelnut Crème 
know is that all those world-fa- Scotland, Guinness from Dublin, ties worldwide, including the | Mocha and Hazelnut 
mous brands are manufactured Gilbey’, J&B and Tanqueray from Philippines. Jayakala made xtra. spe- 
by only onegiobalfirm—Diageo. London, Baileys from Ireland, Listed in the London and New | Cia] with the combination of 
Diageo is the worlds largest Captain Morgan from Jamaica, Yorkstock exchanges, Diageo also | smooth coffee, chocolate, 
jnultinational spirits company. Its and Bundaberg from Australia, to has manufacturing facilities in | апа hazelnut. You can join ` 
brands bring the finest beverage name a few. Great Britain, Ireland, United | Seattle's Best Coffee ДЫ 3 
flavors of the West to match the Worldwide, five bottles of States, Canada, Spain, Italy | ној cea 
E Africa, Latin America, Australi айнау Giveaway. Ask for 
fs an Sa m taga | ae ghee ат 
е ines, - 
Quiz good number of people | Collect 20 stickers and get 
from these nations, in fact, come | Team  — Manila-designed 
to the Philippines and celebrate items for free: a journal, a 
Christmas with Filipinos, having | metal case pen, SBC mug, 
learned about the bright and joy- | canvas tote, and year- 
ful way that the yuletide season is_ | round perk coupons. 
celebrated in this country. 


Delightful 
beverages 


‘THIS MONTH, THE COFFEE BEANERY IN- 
troduces Holiday Delight in time for the 
Christmas season. There are two new con- 
coctions that capture merry moments with 
every sip created by The Coffee Beanery's 
award-winning baristas. 

Pecan Nut Delight is a gourmet coffee 
drink blended with nutty flavors. Its 
topped with red and green glazed fruits. 

There's also the Banana Java Crinkle, a 
java-flavored coffee drink that melds with 
the fruity essence of banana. This whipped 
delight is topped with a slice of banana and 
chocolate crinkle. 

‘These delightful drinks are exclusively. 
offered at The Coffee Beanery for the whole 
month of December for only P135 each. As 
a bonus treat, every Holiday Delight drink 
purchase entitles buyers to a free Tri-Isys 
Internet card. 

The Coffee Beanery is open for franchis- 
ing. Its branches are located at the 5/L, 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Mandaluyong; Ba- 
nawe Street cor. Maria Clara, Sta. Mesa 
Heights, QC; Unit 7 Aurora, Barangay Holy 
Spirit, Commonwealth, QC; Avenue 
Square, Naga City; Unit 9 Centro Fortuna, 
Mandaue City, Cebu. Call 4266681 or visit 
www.beanerygroup.com. 
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HOLIDAY Delight 


Holiday buffets 
and packages 


TRADERS HOTEL MANILA OFFERS 
special holiday buffets and fabulous 
deals. 

‘At the Latitude restaurant, Christ- 
mas Eve Noche Buena dinner buffet 
and Christmas Day lunch and dinner 
buffets are priced at P920++ per per- 
son and include Roast Turkey with 
Chestnut Filling and Prime Rib. The 
New Year's Eve dinner buffet, at 
P9804, features Lamb Leg and 
Prime Rib with a Glass of Sparkling 
Wine. 

The New Year Countdown at the 
Lobby Lounge with pica-pica buffet 
and two standard drinks is priced at 
P680++. New Years Day lunch and 
dinner buffet is priced at Р920++ 
with Prime Rib and Suckling Pig. 

The hotel also has New Year holiday 
packages. An overnight stay in a Supe- 
rior Room, including buffet breakfast 
| and dinner for two at Latitude, a bottle 
| ofred wine and a special Christmas to- 
ken, is priced at P5,000+ +. 

‘An overnight stay in a room on the 
Get В Traders Club floor and all the benefits 

A е extended to Traders Club guests, such 
YDSL Qui Your 4 as daily complimentary buffet break- 
depart; fast, afternoon tea with pastries, sunset 
Ment sto = cocktails, private check-in апд check- 

out and more, is priced at P7,000+ +. 


Text by Chelo Banal-Formoso 
Photos by Romy Homillada 


'OU DON'T WANT TO BE IN 

a department store on the 

days leading up to Christmas 
if you can help it. But Nena Vargas 
Tantoco has no choice. She is mar- 
ried to Rico Tantoco, president of 
Rustan’s and scion of the family 
that has owned and run the presti- 
gious department store for over 
five decades now. 

As fate would have it, Nena loves work- 
ing in the store, even in the middle of the 
frenzied holiday shopping season. The 
aisles are a-clutter with inventory that has 
to either be displayed or displaced, Sales 
clerks are scampering to help out cus- 
tomers. Personal shoppers are filling up 
bag after bag for VIPs who are too busy to 
pick out their own gifts. From these an- 
gles, Rustan's is on а roll. 

“Tes very exciting,” says Tantoco on her 


way from floor to floor, as hands-on as any 
boss сап be. Shopping hours have been ex- 
tended to midnight on Fridays and Satur- 
days the whole month of December. 

“Its been very good for us,” she adds. 
“We have music and even food for late- 
night shoppers.” 


Hallmarks 

Nena Tantoco is Special Assistant to the 
President and head of the Visuals & Mer- 
chandising Department (VMD around 
Rustan's. As in other companies, folks 
there sail through the day-to-day on 
acronyms; Nena'sis NVT). 

Тһе window display happens to be опе 
of the hallmarks of Rustan's, the country's 
only top-tier department store. Another is 
the merchandise selection that is mostly 
exclusive, luxury and branded. Both the 
displays and merchandising are doing well 
under NVT's guidance. 

‘Nena was not part of the retail business 
in the beginning of her marriage to Rico. 
She had her own home business. Have you 
heard of the Vargas cake from Forbes Park? 
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“Thats us,” says Nena. Her sister Inday SANTAwelcome touches around the house, she would зау 
Javellana ran the business side. And itwas here: there's Nena should develop a gift for decorating. 

Nena who perfected the recipes with mom nothing like the “My mother-in-law would say, don't just 
Carmen, including the incomparable опе children'ssection | keep it within the home, use it in the 
for the Vargas Brazo de Mercedes. Today, at Rustan's store,” recalls Nena. е 
third-generation Vargases are running the flagship store in By store, Glecy Tantoco had meant Rus- 
kitchen. Makati; (above NENASIG2 

Nena recalls how whenever her mother- left) NVT at the 
in-law would visit and notice the beautiful homesection 
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From comps to crunches 


Meet Tonichi, Trusted Consultan’ 
Fitness Buff. 


Tonichi works hard. High-powered architectural design 
consultant to top-rated companies, he's constantly on the 
go, constantly in motion. And with WeRoam built right into 
his Dell notebook PC, he can play hard too. 


Easily he steps over from dedicated professional to serious 
player as WeRoam brings him online anytime, anywhere. 
Send scanned blue prints without needing to go back to the 
office; give instructions on the way to the next client 
meeting; finish off that email to colleagues while already 
heading to the gym. 


Life can be work AND play. 


WeRoam - enjoy life in a new form. 


PLDT 


WeR@AM 


Goodbye, office. 


www.pldtweroam.com 


Nena’s season 


‘THE GIFT shop on 
the fourth floor 
carries all kinds of 
cherishables, 
from journals to 
shopping bags to 
fabric-covered 
nesting boxes. 


HOME PRIDE. Pure cotton 
pillows, bolsters, shams and quilt 
from India (P295-P6,250); Vegora 
‘queen 200-thread count bedding 
(P5,750); lamp (P19,500), frame 
(P1,250) and bird (P3,650), all 
from Italy; faux window isa mirror 

{ (P13,560): Umbria bath 
accessories (P1,350-P2,340) 


DE aaa екы сой AA 


ТАМТОСО stops to add finishing touches to a table 
setting in the home section. 


tan's, of course, the one-stop shop she 
opened in 1952 and grew with husband Bi- 
envenido into a high-end shopping desti- 
nation. 


Toughened up 

One day Glecy asked Nena to help with 
the Rustan's flower shop and that started 
the daughter-in-law's career in retail. 

“My mom and my mother-in-law taught 
me a lot,” says МУТ. “Му mom was soft. My 
mother-in-law was the empowering one. 
She was inspiring, but also tough. Ang 
daming takot sa kanya, 1 am Visayan. Di ba 
malambot? She toughened me. She did 


TANTOCO leads the way to 

Weddings and Beyond, the 

wedding registry at Rustan's that, 

again, is not just à desk bukan 
room 


honest. 


From pageGl 


—— 


CANDELABRA from Italy depicting the Nativity scene. 


makes for an elegant gift and according to МУТ, is so 


Rustan's. Since she says the giving is what energizes the 


Christmas season, she invites one and all to come to 
Rustan’s with their loved ones’ wish lists." 


| 
E Fa 


EXPORT-QUALITY products from local sourcés include 
silver or black sequined frames (P699.75-P 1,109.75); 


lined gift boxes (P1, 179.75-P 1,564.75); napkin 
(P119.75): journal (P599.75) 


WITH Criselda Lontok, who started in 
Rustan's as an in-store designer 34 years ago 
and eventually came out with her own RTW 
label sold exclusively at Rustan's. “She's not 
just loyal, she's committed,” says Tantoco. 


ANOTHER exclusive at Rustan’ 
candy colors. 


раону, 


rings 


make me cry sometimes, but it was very 
good training.” А 

Even in Hong Kong, where Rico: moved 
his family after the EDSA revolution “of 
1986, Nena continued the flower business, 
goaded on by a mother-in-law whé would. 
not be discouraged by language problems: 

“We called the flower shop Expressions. 
It was still a part of Rustan's. 1 derorated 
all the hotels. It was quite an experience,” 
recalls Nena н 

Today, МУТ is not just with the flower 
shop but all over Rustan’s. Her VMD team's 
most recent coup is the Christmas window 
display. 

Her son Joel, she says, is the inspiration 
for “Awaken the child in you,” Rustan's hol- 
iday theme and sales campaign this year. 

“This is actually our second Christmas 
without Joel,” says Nena. “He also wasn't 
with us last year. He was young and single; 
we didn’t see much of him. He wanted to 
live his life his way. In the middle of last 
year, he left the company because he felt 
he wasn’t growing. He said he needed to 
find himself.” 

In Nena's recollection, Joel came to see 
his manong Donnie on Dec, 28 and talked 
about coming back. Ten days later, he was 
found dead in a friend's apartment. 


Asonin heaven 

Since this is a society that always blames 
the mother when a child's life goes awry, 
there was some judgmental and unflatter- 
ing talk about Nena in the aftermath of 
Joel's death. But thanks to family support, 
an unshakeable faith and a wonderful cen- 
tering prayer from her spiritual guide, Ме- 
na is able to talk about Joel now without 
remorse ór anger or sadness, only with ac- 
ceptance. 

When asked how many children she has. 
she answers, "Seven, one in heaven." 

Of the remaining six, five are actively іп» 
volved in the retail business. One daughter 
has chosen to focus on teaching. 

Eldest son Donnie runs the Shopwise su- 
permarket chain with his wife Crickette, 
The couple have recently taken over Rus- 
tan's supermarket as well. 

Another son, Paolo, is artiving from the 
United States soon with his wife Dina to 
join Rustan's. 

Daughter Katrina and daughter-in-law 
Hindy are designing a children’s line, 
which is perfect for two women who have 
recently become mothers and added two 
to the Tantocos' six grandchildren. 

The new kiddie collection will be on the 
third floor, the entirety of which is devoted 
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BREASTFEEDING is 
taken seriously at. 

fj Rustan's where they 
don’t just give moms a 
seat in the women's 
room but an entire 
tastefully furnished 
room for the 
relaxation and. 
pleasure of both 
mother and baby. 


Quinte 


ESTYLE | 


to children, complete with a refreshment 
‘kiosk, a play area and a breastfeeding 
Toom. You can't beat the Rustan's chil- 
dren's section on any day, more so during 
the holiday season. Right now, itis all done 
“upin the happy colors of Christmas. 

NVT's pride and joy, however, is the 
home floor on the fourth, especially the 
bed and bath section that carries branded 
bedding and fine bath furnishings. The 

+ floor also houses Rustan's hotel line, a gift 

7 shop that is chockfull of cute choices and 

“rare finds, a kitchen section and a Filipini- 

‘ana section. Rustan's is able to tap exclu- 

sive local sources for export-quality table 

“linens, picture frames and other home ac- 
cessories. 

Completing the home floor is the Wed- 
dings and Beyond room, a spacious, com- 
fortable place where engaged couples can 
take a breather and register their wedding 
gift selections in peace. 

МУТ points to a spot on the fifth that is 
being transformed into а music place for 
men who are waiting for the women in 

„their lives who are shoppingera 

2: Тһе new section, the recently refur- 
“bished areas and the new international la- 
bels are all part of the makeover that Rus- 
tan's is undergoing to regain its old glory. 

After all, the competition is right around 
the corner: А department store called Ado- 

xa will be anchoring Greenbelt 5 soon. The 
Z funny thing is, its owner is Marilou Pineda, 
one of Rico's five sisters. 


Somin fe 


=й HONG KONG TOURISM BOARD 


www.DiscoverHongKong.com 


It is a sad turn of events but, as Nena 
says, “Tm just an in-law and all I сап do is 
move forward." That's the direction that 
Rustan's seems to be taking as well. It has 
gone through seasons where it seemed to 
have been snoozing but, of late, it has 
added more desirable designer and private 
label products at its flagship store on Ayala 
Avenue and branches n Shangri-la Mall, 
Gateway and Alabang. 

“We want to keep our shoppers interest- 
ed,” says NVT. “People have been telling us 
to keep the momentum. We just have to 
work very, very hard to keep it going.” 
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Enjoy life in a new form. 


WeRoam comes built-in and FREE 
with Dell notebook PCs 


Dell™ VOSTRO'" 1400 


with FREE 6 months WeRoam subscription 


PHP 69,999 


or PHP 11,667/mo. (for 6 months) 


Dell VOSTRO Features: 
1.6GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
14.1" Widescreen WXGA (1280 x 800) TFT Display 
512MB (1 X 512MB) 667МНг DDR2 SDRAM 
80GB SATA Hard Drive 
Internal 8X DVD+/-RW Combination Drive 
Windows XP Home 
Built-in 3G/HSDPA Embedded Module 
1 Year Warranty 


WeRoam PLUS Features: 
Unlimited WiFi Internet (Airborne Access) 
Unlimited wireless 3G/HSDPA Internet 
Unlimited wireless GPRS/EDGE Internet 


‘on major rodit cards up to January 34,2008, 
0012 months WeRoam. 
1 4 Shop now and seo In-store posters for detalla. 


Mobile 1 Shops  Alubani Digital Exchange, Parksquare, Paseo Center, Podium, Rockwell, Ayala Cebu 


CALL Mobil 4 Hotline (632) 324.0000. 
VISIT www pidtweroamicom | EMAIL blssalipkiLcomph | CALL PLOT Corporate Customer Care (632) 688.2700 
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MILA Royo 
Soreach | 
(right) with. 
Amparito 
Llamas 
Lhuillier 
and Julina 
Pando 
Muertegui 
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WINNERS OF THE VISA OLYMPIC GAMES MEMORABILIA 


‘Alona S. Miguel, Angele Chua, Anna Mare San Juan. Anne Marie Wong, Caroline Sosto,Chiong Ang. Christine Ledda, 
Cristina Aragon Cynthia 5. Baconge, Dahlia S. Meli, Danica Ang, Donisio M. Domingo, Dr. Marlin M. Ошо, Edgar 
Н. Chan, Eduardo Ting Tiur Eito Chan, Eugene Tongol, Evangeline Tan, Evelyn L Estrada, Helen D. Bea, imelda 
Benavente, Jame C Ya Jane Cuyegkeng, Jannie Anne Osorio, jasmine б. AKuno, Jesusa 1. Chung. Joelle Нота oh 
Bibal it Johany Yu Jony А Escanllas Josephine Ignacio, Jusy T Soo, Leonora Azul Ma, Anna 8 Narvasa, Ma Luisa 
Ozamiz, Ma. Ruan C Cab, Manolo O. Mesina. Michael Angelo Gari, Peter 5o, Rafael Andres Reyes, Regidor 
©. Рей. Resina bara, Rogelio Romanos, Rojean G. Caharian, Rosanna 8. ligaya, Suzanna Chan, Teresita 2 Banzon, 
Fony Gernandiso, Agnes Theresa Salvador, Anna B. Narvasa, Carlo Sepulveda, Dele Sy, Donna Nels, Frances C 
Tan, Gentle Mary N Ching Johann 1. Fenandez, Jose G Bautista, J, Una B. Soriano, Lonel chard Lopte, Manrico 
MA. Baricaua, Marcar Capati, Marie Therese Leah Amagsl, Marjorie Cortez, Mary Anne L Марне Myton Sy, Necita 
Go, Rene. Novisteros, Robert T. Ong, Soledad Ramos, Teresta Contreras, Vicente Curimao, Asrian Grey Ang Chris 
S Dela Cruz, Dennis San Juan R Andres R Reyes, Viima Pasaporte, Melai Marie Danan 


Winners may call the Visa Beijing Olympics Promo Hotline at (02) 634-0416. 


For details, text VISA to 325 for Smart and Talk № Text, 2361 for Globe and TM, or log on to 
www.visasupporters.com. Per DTI-NCR Permit Мо. 5708, Series of 2007. See flyers for more info. 
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Cebu women's sweet charity 


SOME OF THE MOST PROMINENT LADIES 
in Cebu belong to the St. Joseph Foundation. 

The organization is involved in charity 
and civic projects like feeding programs, 
scholarships for poor students and, most of 
all, a livelihood program for housewives. 
Even some husbands have also taken up 
crocheting, finding it a lucrative way to 
earn an honest living. 

The St. Joseph Crochet program churns 
out some really beautiful products, highly 
rated by the discerning, 

The whole range is on display, and for 
sale, in а shop at the home of Enrique and 
Lulu Aboitiz along Bauhinia Drive. The 
store keeps regular office hours and there is 
always a steady stream of shoppers, their 
cars lining the adja- 
cent sidewalk. 

President of the 
St. Joseph Founda- 
tion is Amelia 
"Mem" Castillo 
La O, with Lourdes 
Ferrer Marquez as 
vice president; Ma. 
Lourdes Mendieta 
de Aboitiz, treasur- 
er; and Cristina 
Cruz Ebrada, secre- 


z ST.JOSEPH Foundation 


The roster of м 
members reads like President Mem LaO 


Cebus social register. Every year the foun: 
dation spearheads a fundraiser, alternating 
between a concert and a Christmas bake 
sale or bazaar. 

This year it had a bake sale at the Ayala 
Center Cebu. Much ahead of opening 
time—10 a.m.--the ladies were already all 
there, garbed in colorful and festive aprons 
with Christmas prints. 


Brisk sales 

Thirty minutes into the bake sale, 
Maricar Longa Mendezona's pili puddings 
were all gone. No surprise since they have 
the texture of marzipan. 

“T have other delights,” offered Maricar 
behind the counter. “Maybe if you come 
back in the afternoon,” she consoled some. 

Annie Osmefia Aboitiz sent jars of her fa- 
mous mango jam, displayed near the cash 
register handied by Maribel Ayesa Antunez. 
“Buy them,” Maribel encouraged those who 
were paying ог waiting for change. “Қо 
preservatives.” They were soon sold out. 

Amparito Llamas Lhuillier entered with a 
golden bell in her hand, ringing it to attract 
more customers. She is magnetic enough, 
even without a bell. There was Mila Royo 
Soreach coming to her, gasping, “I'l buy, ГШ 
buy anything...” 

Mem L. stood close to Julina Pando 
Muertegui who was dispensing packages of 
Spanish chorizos made by Carmen 
Muertegui. It was not even 11 a.m. but Juli- 
na said, "There's only one pack left." 

Amparito, passing by with her bell, 
quickly told her, "That's for me." 

Hazel Graham Gonzalez arrived close to 
lunchtime and was amused that the St. 
Joseph ladies turned out to be their own 
best customers. Hazel arrived at the right 
moment, bringing her famous Beehive 
sandwiches of asparagus, diced chicken, 
and other magical ingredients. Everyone at 
the counters munched on them. 

Bake sale was supposed to be from 10 a.m. 
up to the time Ayala Center closed. But by 
mid-afternoon the goodies were wiped out. 

The ladies cleared the stalls, returned 
home with a wondrous sense of accom- 
plishment and, days later, held a celebra- 
tion for the success of it all. What next? 

There was a clamor for a show in 2008. 
In 2004, the foundation filled the Casino 
Espafiol ballroom to its 700-person capaci- 
ty for a memorable show by Pilita Corrales. 

In 2006, at the same venue, it scored an- 
other hit with José Mari Chan's Christmas 
special. 

“Maybe we should put Pilita and José 
Mari in one show,” Mem suggested. 

Both celebrity performers donated their 
services to the noble cause of the St. Joseph 
Foundation, and both also said to count on 
them in the future. Now's the time to plan 
and lay the groundwork. 

Time does fly, and there are people in 
need. There are also people with kind 
hearts who are ready to share their bounty, 
knowing that a great job is being done by 
the St. Joseph Foundation of Cebu. 


4 


MEE — 
enm 


dem «= qm qum 4—— 4— 4— 4— 4— 4 4—— 4— © «+ 4— 4— 4— 4— 4— 4— 4— 4— «= + CE + 4+ + 4— + + + + 664 


4 
Tg 
1 


maong mna терге зе 4 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


^^ Editor Emmie G. Velarde 
sms feedback: inquirer ent name/age/ e 283 (Smart) e metlentertainmen! 
igelcity/ message to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or email us at entertainment@inquirer.com.ph iced 7 
J 
i 


qu py 


] 
"n MI а ‘Bad Boy’ Robin Padilla bares all 
NGA for Take Five, talking about prison 
1 life, brother Rustom, and three of his 
1 tattoos (at left-look very closely) /H2 


Е Celebutante finds her beau is a 
wolf in sheep’s clothing Rushes /J4 


Keep an eye on your family anywhere you go with the New Mobile Eye 


With one postpaid plan, get а FREE Mobile Eye unit plus a FREE LG KU250 3G phone. 
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FEATURES 
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:Disploy: TFT 256K colors, 176 x 220 pixels, 
17 inches 

- 10MB shared memory 
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THE POWER TO LEAD 


Lp ees 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. and the Inquirer 
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F HIS LIFE STORY WERE TO BE 

divided in chapters, the years he 

turned 18, 28 ађа 38 would be 
particularly crucial. 3 

What were the chances? А few days af- 
ter this interview, the Bad Boy of Philip- 
pine movies was turning 38! Could be the” 
reason that he was waxing nostalgic. 

Ог, perhaps, being a child of the 
movies, he just couldn’t help telling sto- 
ries in cinematic terms. 

He recounted that he was 18 when his 
father, actor-director-producer and Ca- 
marines Norte Gov. Roy Padilla, was as- 
sassinated, The incident had started his 
downward spiral, his walk on the wild 
side. 

At age 28, he had just emerged from 
three years of incarceration in the nation- 
al penitentiary in Muntinlupa. 

Prison life, which he described as 
“heaven’—maybe іп jest, we 
couldn't tell—was also quite 
hellish, in fact, based on the gris- 
ly details that he recalled with 
candor. 

Now, at 38, he is once again at a 
crossroads. 

He just began shooting a movie, “Ikaw 
Pa Rin,” for Viva with Ai-Ai de las Alas, 
and a new teleserye, “Joaquin Bordado,” 
for GMA 7 with Iza Calzado. 

A Carlo J. Caparas creation, Joaquin 
Bordado is a “marked man,” his body 
studded with skin art. The real Robin 
sports a few tattoos himself. 

Each one tells a story, according to his 
manager, Betchay Vidanes. 

There's a heart dedicated to his wife, 
Liezl Sicangco-Padilla. Another depicts 
the helicopter scene from “Miss Saigon,” 
from the time he was doing “Bad Boy 2” 
with Monique Wilson, an original cast 
member of West End’s “Miss Saigon.” 

And there's that other one on his chest, 
“the most painful,” he remarked. It bears 
the name of a woman whom he mentions 
in this frank exchange, the one that got 
away and married a Senator. 


What is your training for “Joaquin Bor- 
dado” like? 

Sa ngayon, pang-walong linggo na ng 
training ko, mula alas-8 ng umaga hang- 
gang alas-8 ng gabi. Iba po ang training 
kasi may weight requirement 'yung role. 
Kailangan po nakahubad lagi. 

Ang hirap lang, malakas akong kumain. 
Ang kinakain ko ngayon literal na hindi 
pagkain. Pag gising sa umaga, isang table- 
spoon ng wild honey. 


Ithas to be wild honey? 

Kailangan pareho ko, wild! Kailangan 
ng honey bago ako mag-cardio [workout] 
ng two hours. Tapos, treadmill ng two 
hours din. Saka lang ako puwedeng mag- 
oatmeal. Bine-blender ‘yon kasama ng ba- 
nana, keso, tofu, soya milk. That's my 


breakfast. Pagkatapos no'n magbubuhat 
ako ng barbell. 


Who prepares your meals? 

Ako lang. But when I was in Australia, 
my wife. Doon ako nag-train ng apat na 
linggo. Tinuloy ko na lang dito. 


What do you have for lunch? 

Ulit lang po 'yon. Kasi tuwing apat na 
oras dapat kumakain ako. Maliit (na por- 
tions), pero kailangan nasa oras, kasi ba- 
ka magka-ulcer. 


Which food do you miss the most? 
Beef lover ako e. Puwedeng mag-turkey, 
pero sa gabi lang, at sukdt din. 


Rice? 
Bawal din po. Nami-miss ko rin ang 
rice. 


How do you stick to that regimen? 
Binobola ko po ‘yung sarili ko. Pag low 

morale ako, humaharap ako sa salamin. 

Sinasabi ko, “Ganda!” 'Yon na lang ang 
konsuelo ko. 


А 


X TAKE 5 177 lost so far? 
FIEL. 
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How much weight have you 


From 178, 158 pounds na ako 
ngayon, Pero kailangang 
mabawasan pa ako ng 8 pounds. 
Kailangan 150 para makalipad 
nang hindi kailangan ng kable (harness). 
Marami kasing mga pekeng artista na gu- 
magamit ng kable. Ayoko no'n. Nu'ng 170 
lbs. nga ako, nagawa ko 'yun sa “Asian 
Treasures.” Ayoko kasing magpatalo sa 
mga foreigner. 


How high can you fly? 
Mga 6 feet, talon. 


Why are you into action roles these 
days? 

Hindi naman po kasi ako bagay doon sa 
pampa-pogi. Hindi ako matinee idol. 


Why do you feel you have to physically 
transform yourself in each new role? 
In [the film] "Blackout," nagpataba 
ako. Para sa akin kasi mas madaling gam- 
panan ang role ... Hindi mo lang siya pine- 


‘Kailangan 100 
percent ang attention 
sa leading lady. ‘Pag 
may asawa, 25 
percent na lang, 
tinatanong na lang 
kung kumain na, ‘di 
na ikaw ang bumibili 
ng pagkain.’ 


Bad 


.. down to his diet, tattoos, /! 
romance and acting secrets, у 
memories of prison life, 
relationship with brother Rustom 


ROBIN Padilla gets candid and 
intimate as he discusses crucial 
Ghapters in his storied life. 


play, ikaw na talaga "yung character. 


So while doing 

stopped bathing? 
Saka doon ako tumira sa location (a di- 

lapidated apartment) for one week. 


“Blackout,” you 


How did you gain weight for that? 
Puro rice, spaghetti, strawberry jam. 


After doing action fantaseryes, will we 
see you again in movies like “La Visa 
Loca” and “Blackout”? 

"Yung mga ibang klaseng pelikula, ‘yong 
mga pelikula na gusto kong gawin, hindi 
ako nababayaran doon! 

Ang ginagawa po namin, sharing pag 
kumita. Sa kabutihang palad, hindi 'ata 
nakabawi. Ang konsuelo na lang namin 
pag nagugustuhan ang trabaho namin. 
"Yun ang nakakataba ng puso. 


Do you regret doing those films na 
walang bayad? 

Hindi po! Kasi outlet din 'yun ng kabali- 
wan. Doon mo nailalabas ang hindi mo 
mailabas, lalo na pag sa comedy. 


Areyou funny in real life? 

Komedyante po ako е. Ayoko po ng prob- 
lema. Kaya lang ang mga taga-hanga ko 
kasi mga maton. Ang gusto nila, bak- 
bakan. 


But after a certain age, you can't do ac- 
tion films, right? 

Hindi po ako naniniwala sa edad e. Kan- 
ina kausap ko si Roda (his sister). Sabi 
niya: "Pag nag-asawa na ang mga dalaga 
mo, magiging lolo ka na.” Sabi ko naman: 
“Wala naman sa edad 'yon.” 

Mahirap lang maging maton, pag mala- 
ki ang tiyan mo. Ang pagiging action star, 
nasa hitsura at pangangatawan. Parang si 
Clint Eastwood, kapani-paniwala na box- 
ing coach siya sa “Million Dollar Baby,” ‘di 
ba? 

Masarap gumawa ng action, pero gusto 
ko pa rin ng mga love story. Ibang klaseng 
therapy din ‘yun, 


Didn't you get in trouble when you said 
the best part in doing romantic-come- 
dies was that you get to kiss the leading 
lady? 

Ау, totoo naman po ‘yun. Sinasabi ko 
lang ang nasa loob ko. Lalake po ako. 
Siyempre masarap ‘yon. 


Would you ever make a “Brokeback 
Mountain” type of movie? 

No! Si Rustom (Padilla, his brother) na 
lang po. Hindi ko po kaya ‘yon. Medyo 
matindi po 'yon. 


Will your movie with brothers Rustom, 
Royet and Rommel push through? 

Opo. Ang producer namin, si Rema (his 
sister). Baka si Joyce Bernal ang mag-di- 
гек. 


Would your mom (Eva Carifio) do a 
cameo? 

Mmm. Magkamukha na nga sila ni Rus- 
tom ngayon! 


How's your relationship with Rustom 
(since he came out as a gay man)? 
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Mahal na mahal ko po si Rustom. 
Punong-puno nga kami ng interes kay Rus- 
tom ngayon dahil parang nagkaroon kami 
ng bagong kapatid 


1s it true that you're overprotective of 
Rustom? 

Siyempre naman. Ang alam ko, lahat 
kami may asawa na, tapos biglang may 
isang dalaga kami ulit. Napakalaking re- 
sponsibilidad ang pinili niyang kasarian. 
Kung hindi siya artista, pababayaan 
namin siya. Pero kasi nga artista siya, 
bawa't kilos niya, maaaring sundin 0 
gayahin. 


Is it okay with you that he came out? 

Doon po siya masaya e. Ayoko namang 
nagmamaton-maton siya tapos umiiyak 
siya sa gabi. Mahirap ‘yun. 

Minsan nga, sinisisi ko ang sarili ko. 
Ako ang nagsabi sa kanya na mag-aral sa 
America. Doon niya yata nakita ang 
kalayaan. Pero okey lang, ang importante, 
masaya siya. Hindi ko pa nakitang ganoon 
kasaya si Rustom sa buong buhay niya. 


Are your other siblings just as open- 
minded about Rustom? 

Wala naman pong kumontra. Nabigla 
kami, pero nakita namin ang ibang li- 
wanag sa mukha ni Rustom ngayon. 

Kaya ako naging tarantado dahil sa 
kanya. Noong bata pa kami, pag tinutukso 
siya, ako.ang nagre-react. Sa dami ng 
away, na-kick out ako sa school. 

Sa kabilang banda, parang pareho kam- 
ing na-release. Nagkaroon din ako ng ka- 
payapaan sa isip. Ngayon natanggap ko, 
na. Kailangan ko yatang puntahan lahat' 
nang inaway ko no'n, at humingi ng pau- 
manhin. 


You mentioned your daughters Quee- 
nie (16) and Kylie (14). Are you wor- 
ried about them falling in love? 

Hindi naman po. Kasama naman 'yan sa 
buhay. Kaya lang, iba ang religion namin. 
Importante na sumunod sila sa kulturang 
Muslim. 


But you allowed them to join show biz? 

Gusto nila е, Pero para sa akin napaka- 
sagrado ng salitang artista. Dahil gusto 
lang maging artista, dapat maging mabut- 
ing halimbawa sila. 


Will you allow them to be part of a love 
team? 

Wala namang problema 'yun, pero may 
limitasyon siyempre. Bawal ang halikan. 


They're also into action? You prefer 
that they become action stars? 

Opo. Mga bata pa sila, sumasabay na 
sila sa training ko ng muay Thai. Hang- 
gang sa nagkaroon na sila ng interes. 
Ngayon, lumaban at nagwagi pa sila sa 
Thailand at Pilipinas. At hindi lang muay 
Thai ang alam nila. Marunong din sila ng 
arnis, sword, boxing, judo... 


You seem very proud of them. 

Aba, siyempre po. Pero kinakabahan 
ako. Noong napanood ko sila [minsan], 
ako ang nag-panic. 


Are your other kids also interested in 
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acting? 
Si Zherileen (13). 1 


How about your youl 

Pag nakikita niy 
katawan ko, pag nilai! 
ng liniment ang likot 
ni Alih: "Don't worry 
up, TIl become a suj 
retire!” 


You're now 38. Wh| 
between Robin at 38 

Sa maraming, has 
Kalalabas ko pa lang 
28 ako. 


Let's go back furthe| 
Those were my wil 
Noong nakulong nam 
lagang heaven ung 
na buwan ko sa lov 
life. Ang katawan k| 
ang spirit ko ... wow! 
Sabi ng asawa ko. 
guwapo. At kahit v 
malakas ang katawa 
nasa likod ko ang Diy 
Ako lang ‘ata ang 
long na walang body 
Jalosjos at (Hubert) \| 
Parang longganisa p. 
tong-dugtong. 


But you met friend 
put their lives on thd 
Meron po. Si 
akong makisama. K 
doon sa mga bodvgu| 

mo. 

Kasi po ang mga 
pinapakain mo. Bini 
araw. Ako, wala no 
mag-isa ang pamilya 
nambastos ng asaw 
pumarehas ako sa loo 
ng VIP treatment. 


But was special trd 
you? 
Hindi naman po: | 
gusto mong maging 
ng bodyguard. Bihili 
pahan mo ng P5,00| 
apartment. 'Yan ang 
ruled "уап by gangs 


Were you invited to 
Maraming nagsasu 


Is it possible to say n 

Ang sabi ko po nou! 
hindi para magpaka 
lungan ako para bum 

Nirespeto ako ng m. 
ban ko na maayos 4 
Doon kasi, may bo 
pagkain sa selda. uw 
natitira sa mga tugu 
ang tawag sa mga t 
nalang. Nakakaawa. 

Noong nakita ko 
tama "о. Dapat pant} 
ko si Gen. (Vicente) 
niya parang sa Ame 
tray na ang pagkain. 


Didn't anyone mind 
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iodeling ang trip. 


gest, Alih (7)? 

lang masakit ang 
gyan ng Mama niya 
ko, laging sinasabi 
Papa. When I grow 
erstar and you can 


he's the difference 
and Robin at 28? 

1y, pareho pa rin. 
ng kulungan noong 


. Robin at 18? 

days. Barkadahan. 
їп ako (at 25) ... ta- 
tatlong taon at арас 
The best days of my 
› nakakulong, pero 


зоп daw ako pinaka- 
ala akong ensayo, 
ko dahil alam ko 


bs. 
(celebrity) nakaku- 


| there who would 
line foryou? 

> dahil marunong 
isi iba naman sila 
га na pinapa-papa 


bodyguard sa loob, 
(уап ng P100 isang 
h. Sinusundo ko ng 
о sa gate at walang 
| ko sa loob. Kasi 
b. Hindi ako humingi 


atment offered to 


са ng lugar mo—uu- 
) a month. Parang 
alakaran sa loob ... 


oina gang? 
ТЕЗ 


loto a gang? 
Nangulungan ako, 
dalubhasa. Nangu- 


ng pagkain namin. 
s. Pag dinala ang 
hahin ang boss. Ang 
tabing-dagat, уоп 
ga-probinsiya, buto 


von, sabi ko, hindi 
ly-pantay. Kinausap 
/inarao. Ang ginawa 
ica. Ngayon, naka- 


|| that you tried to 


“[The worst feeling 
when I was in jail], 
useless ako...Parang 
dinala ako sa 
pinakamataas, 
naging superstar. Sa 
loob, lowest 
mammal ako. 
Parang baka, 
bibilangin, tapos 
itatago...” 


change the system? 

Noong una, madami. Madami po talaga. 
Kasi pati drugs kinalaban ko. 

Pagpasok ko, heavy user ako. May nag- 
offer sa akin ng bato (shabu). Sabi ko, 
hindi ako nagbabato—heroin at Demerol 
lang. After two days, may nag-offer na ng 
heroin at Demerol. 

Ang laking pagsubok po. Ang ginawa Ко, 
hinanap ko 'yung mga matitino sa loob. 
"Yung mga dating NPA (New People's 
Army), 'yung mga katutubo na aktibista. 
Sa kanila ako sumama. 

Ang pinaglalaban nila, pagandahin ang 
sistema sa bilibid. Dati kaaway nila si 
Gen. Vinarao. Ang ginawa ko, pinagbati 
ko sila. Tapos naayos 'yung pagkain, ‘yung 
problema sa drugs. Nakapagpatayo kami 
ng [rehab] center sa loob. 


There were drug syndicates in prison? 

Marami pong natanggal na guwardiya 
noon. 

Noong una, nilagay po ako sa barangay 
tanod dahil nagte-train ako ng arnis. Ha- 
bang nagtuturo ako ng arnis, nagkagulo. 
Doon sa loob, pag nagkagulo, akala mo 
may earthquake sa lakas ng tunog ng tak- 
buhan. Pagkatapos ng gulo, ang daming 
tsinelas na naiiwan doon sa plaza! 

Ako ang nangunguna noon sa takbuhan. 
Ang bilis ko! Sa isip ko, pag sumali ako sa 
gulo at nakapalo ako, lalong tatagal ang 
sentensiya ko. Kaya 'yong bilis ko ng tak- 
bo, 'yon din ang bilis ng pagbagal ko. 

Hindi ako sumali sa gulo. 'Yung mga 
tirador, 'yung mga nananaksak, meron 
silang tinatawag na librong itim. Nandoon 
sa libro kung anong parte ng katawan ang 
dapat saksakin para mabilis ang pag- 
patay. 

"Yun po ang naabutan ko na pinilit nam- 
ing baguhin. 
Sa loob, pag mahirap ka, dalawa lang 


ang pagpipilian mo: bestida о panaksak. 
Sa Diyos po ako pumunta. 

No'ng panahon namin, pinag-usap 
namin ang mga gang, pinilit naming 
baguhin ang sitwasyon. Kung titingnan 
n'yo ang records, walang gulo sa Bilibid 
noon. 


If there's no trouble, conditions im- 
prove? 

Siyempre po. Pasok ang dalaw. 'Yun ang 
incentive. Pati po 'yung sodomy nawala, 
kasi may dalaw na ng mga asawang babae. 
May conjugal visit na. 


Have you gone back to visit Muntinlu- 
pa? 

Opo. Nag-shooting ako doon ng “Hari 
ng Selda.” Hindi ko sila kinakalimutan. 


You can make a movie based on your 
life in jail. 

Noong nandoon ako, meron akong di- 
ary. 

Noong una akong dumating doon, ang 
sabi ko hindi ako mababago nito. Iba ang 
hitsura ng Bilibid noon. May tumatalon 
mula third floor, una ulo. Sana kung 
patay. Nababali lang ang buto. 
Nangingisay. Bad trip. Talagang na-shock 
ako. 


What was the worst feeling when you 
were in jail? 

Na useless ako. "Yun ang pinakamatin- 
di. Nakakulong ako, tapos nakikita ko na 
ang daming problema ng asawa ko, ng 
mga anak ko. Tapos wala akong magawa. 

'Yon ang time na kinuha si Liezl ng 
nanay niya at dinala sa Australia. Wala 
akong nagawa. Wala akong pera e. 

Parang dinala ako sa pinaka-mataas, 
naging superstar. Tapos sa loob, lowest 
mammal ako. Parang baka. Bibilangin 
tapos itatago. 'Yon ang pinakamasakit sa 
akin. 


But you didn't give up. 

Hindi. Dalawang buwan na depression 
lang ‘yun. Noong pangatlong buwan, naki- 
ta ko na ang wisdom sa loob. Alam ko na 
meron akong dapat gawin na makabu- 
luhan sa loob. 


You met good friends inside? 

'Yung grupo ko. Hanggang ngayon 
kasama ko sila. Apat sila. Si Rodolfo 
Bernardo, daring New People's Army. Siya 
na ang administrator ng foundation ko, 
Liwanag ng Kapayaan. Sina Mario Castil- 
lo at Joel Rascon, bodyguard ng mga anak 
ko. Si Juniper Dominguez, dinadalaw- 
dalaw kami. Sa loob, ang daming pinagla- 
ban ni Juniper. Ngayon, pinagpatuloy 
niya ang laban sa Mountain Province. 


You said Liezl was happiest when you 
were in prison. How's she now? 

Okay lang po. Financially, masaya siya. 
Pero tungkol sa aming dalawa, hindi po ... 


Because you're far apart? 
Isa ‘yun. 


Does she still get jealous? 
Hindi naman mawawala ‘yun. 


Even if your daughters are now 
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grownup? 
Lalo ngang tumitindi e. 


You said you're not the matinee idol 
type, but why do women love you? 
Makulit lang po ako siguro. 


They say you're very maalaga on the 
set? 

Siguro kasi 'yon ang lagi kong naririnig 
sa tatay ko noong araw. Masyadong 
mabait sa babae si Papa! Sabi nila 72 kam- 
ing magkakapatid. 


How many mothers? 

Mga 14. Sabi sa amin ni Mama: “Kasi 
ang tatay n'yo, mabait, mapagmahal, ma- 
pagbigay.” Siguro 'yon ang napasok sa isi- 
pan namin. 


Genetic programming? 

Siguro po. Tinanong namin si Mama 
“Bakit ang daming asawa ni Papa?” Sabi 
niya: “Hindi n'yo pa maiintindihan ... 
pero parang Trip to Jerusalem 'yan. Ayaw 
ni Papa na may mawalan ng upuan.” Gus- 
to niya lahat masaya. 


You asked your mom about it? 

Kasi nagtataka kami dahil tuwing 
bakasyon, iniikot kami ng tatay ko sa iba't 
ibang lugar para makilala ang ibang kap- 
atid namin. Halimbawa, dinala kami sa 
Bicol para makasama 'yung stepmom at 
mga kapatid namin doon. Meron din kam- 
ing mga nakilala lang nu'ng namatay na 
ang Papa ko. Dumating 'yung mga taga- 
ibang bansa sa lamay. 


How old were you when he died? 

Iwas 18. Noon ako nag-wild e. Na-as- 
sassinate kasi ang tatay ko. Noon din ako 
nag-umpisang magdala ng baril. Gusto 
kaming ubusin e. Pagkatapos niya, 'yong 
kapatid ko naman. Iba ang psychological 
effect sa amin. 


Let's go back to women. When do you 
decide that you're interested in your 
partner? Is that a factor in accepting a 
role? 

Kasama po 'yun. Kailangan 100 percent 
ng attention sa leading lady ko. 


Was there ever a time you found it hard 
to give 100 percent? 

Wala naman po. Basta dalaga, ayos. 
Huwag lang may asawa. Tulad ni Sharon 
(Cuneta). May asawa na; senador pa. 
Naku, mahirap 'yon. Hindi mo magawa 
ang dapat. Pag ganoon, 25 percent na 
lang. Tinatanong mo na lang kung kumain 


BURNS AND ALL. 
From 178 Ibs, he is 
down to 158 and has to 
lose 8 more for his role 
ina new ‘teleserye’ with 
lza Calzado on GMA 7. 
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na. Hindi na ikaw ang bibili ng pagkain. 


What about Regine Velasquez? She al- 
ready had Ogie Alcasid when you shot 
“Till Met You"? 

Boyfriend pa lang ‘yun! (Laughs.) 


Was there ever a Jeading lady that re- 
sisted your charms? 

Kasi ako, sinasabi ko naman po agad 
yon e. Sa meeting pa lang sinasabi na ng 
manager ko sa manager niya na kailan- 
gan marunong kang lumaro. Kasi kung 
wala 'yung chemistry, huwag na tayong 
gumawa ng love story. Parang niloloko 
natin ang mga tao. 

Wala namang 
matindi. Puro 
(Laughs.) 

Pero siyempre may mga limitasyon. May 
mga lugar na hindi mo puwdeng hawakan. 
Meron mga bagay na hindi mo puwedeng 
sabihin. Kasi pag sinabi mong mahal kita, 
tapos na 'yon. Lumalabas ka na do'n sa 
pinag-usapan. 


physical contact na 
landian lang naman! 


It may be clear to you, but what if the 
girl gets confused? 

Dapat walang malito. Saka derecho po 
agad. Pag nalilito ka na, sabihin mo na. 


Has that ever happened to you? 

Nagpapasalamat naman ako at hindi 
pa. Para lang po kasi maging totoo sa 
screen. 


Method acting? Is it automatic that, af- 
ter the project, it's over? 

Opo, automatic 'yun. Kasi pag medyo 
hindi ka na makatulog, pag nasa isip mo 
nasiya.... naku, patay. 


That's the warning sign? 
Warning na 'yan. Ibig sabihin nade-de- 
velop ka na 


In Joaquin Bordado,” you're sporting 
lots of tattoos. How many of your tat- 
toos are real? 

Siyam. Pero wala akong tattoo na gawa 
sa Bilibid. Hindi na ako puwedeng mag- 
padagdag ng totoong tattoo. Bawal sa mga 
Muslim. Kaya sa “Bordado,” Pentel Pen 
lang ang ginagamit. Alcohol lang, tanggal 
na. 


Among your real tattoos, what was the 
most painful to do? 

Ito ang pinakamasakit. (Points to 
chest.) Kasi, habang tina-tatooo ‘yun, in 
love na in love ako e. 


А 
seasianQ 


оог fo sajas %66% 'oN Hwag YIN-ILA Jad 'gooc бе (101494 о Loot ‘zz saquiazaq 
шолу nga ојоќу рио задиго UMOL биздор/ 'ошоши] 'j 32910] j323]D "220010 Ш soWAUr) DIDAy 10 рол owosd, 


«(492 ejeAy pue Jajua) umo 
bueqe|y 'euiouu | “JALEN JMEN anal slew ejeAy 3e su1ooq Buijjas aqojs ебш 
es 05g би реојбеш Bede» 1e Jed (Іше: MO Du unq Bede 519211 ә!лош 3314 Z ÁLW + 


iS199213 әілош 3333 YM ed Ejamnyed snuoq Aew 


“yeseyew esed уға (іше: MJO би бирү шпа jsaweb ioed 3e обид "әуел es 
syped 116 4019 |82946 pue syy auoyd piedad aqo|9 'se»uej|dde әшоц pue uyy UM + 


nig биош ozuoqed ебш Due ekes es ujor + 
j6z pue gz 1әдшәзәп uo ғ15у 40 [IEW WS би ЦЕН 2ISNW es шр sibj-e3bi • 
їо зәдшәзәп BuebBueu ерү Р15914 9213 Aang es Aepuns Alang + 


isatey Awe MJO es Aofua *eAjued Buong 


15)9ғ4 Apure MIO 1e sbeq 116 sewasuy3 ‘siy auoyd pjedaid әдојо би Кебішішеј • 
jsanuga]aa ayuoney Buodu Due ewesey « 
£z 0} ot Jaquiazag enu YIYN es Buoqnjesbiel + 


ibuognjes pody MJO es ЕЛЕЗІЛЕЙІ 


oqojo би Sopueu Buojes-njes 


Тїшє ДО eu jeAsadsa enxe es pO ОЧ] 


uoys % 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 PHILIPPINE | jAIEY INQUIRER ` UU " Іш 
oh E-mail: entertainment @inquirercom.ph 


Aue 
Textus your feedback: 


Inquirer entramelage[cy message 
fo 2207 (Globe or 283 (Smart) 


Nicole Kidman, other stats шегеді Christmas 


auum GLOBAL REMITTANCE 


NICOLE Kidman loves theanticipation.  wures 


LOS ANGI 


ahit nasaan ka man 
——— yen sa mundo, 
meee Maligayang Pasko! 


Christmas tree lights 
seem to be flashing to 
the San Miguel Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra 
and Master Chorale's 
glorious version of 
Ruben V. pud й peo, AY 
Nepales umapi” Theres а : 
queso de bola (a gift $ 
from a friend back : 7 Ngayong Pasko, . e 
home) in the fridge, waiting to be devoured Ng X 
come noche buena tie ami'y nagpapasalamat sa bawat Pinoy 
It could mean only one thing: it's time 8 
to write our Christmas column and wish {f S 
ІШЕГІ | ; | saan mang parte ng mundo 
Let's start with Nicole Kidman, one fg " n 
of the stars asked about Christmas in | a 4 па tumatangkilik sa aming serbisyo. 
our press cons. “I'm one of those people S ү t 
who love the anticipation of Christmas," 
she said in our 
London interview. 


for “The Golden ,..Dewey 


Compass.” "I re- 


Visa Debit Card - Remittance in seconds, 


member as a kid Cox wishes | d d : easy payment transactions, Worldwide ATM access, 
might Go wee Ue | : : less shopping at marami pang iba! 

night to see the in | a cast Vopping. 

mek mir allrockin | ; ' 

tree and the lights. E a 4 A TM ioi 

геш do ma in holidays! Р \ Bank-to-Bank - Credit remittance sa kahi 

our house. What I saang bahgko sa Pilipinas... 


do when 1 get back 

to Sydney is put all the fairy lights up. 
We have the tree. I love to embrace the 
magic of Christmas. There's a fantasy 


quality attached to it.” Notify-to-Pay focal and foreign ~ Makukuha 
The actress, married to fellow Aus- 


tralian, country singer Keith Urban, re- ang padala saan mang iRemit pick-up center 
vealed that she will spend the holidays sa Pilipinas at sa buong mundo! 

"with my husband's family, my sister 
and all of her kids, my family as well as 
aunts and uncles, There will be a lot of 
food.” 


Door-to-Door = Sigurado at pinakamabilis. 


She added, "My sister does a lot of the $ буо onu. 
cooking. We do a Christmas party on the " d ROPE, MIDI 
23rd (today, Sunday), We go to church. p ASIA PACIFIC, EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST 


On Christmas Day, we have a big family 
gathering.” With a laugh, she quipped, 
“So there's the whole schedule and 
you're all invited.” 


Magic in Sweden 

Eva Green, the Bond girl in Daniel 
Craig's first outing as Agent 007 in 
“Casino Royale” and a good witch in 
“The Golden Compass,” remembered a 
“magical” Christmas in Sweden, the 
birthplace of her father. 

“I was'in Stockholm for the Bond 
movie promotion last year,” she narrat- 
ed. Eva, whose mother is French actress 
Marlene Jobert, explained, “I just 
loved it very much because we went to 


NICOLE/I2 


The THX experience. 
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One surprise after 
another in ‘Asian 
Idol’ finals 


WHEN WE FIRST HEARD 
that the “Asian Idol” regional 
singing tilt finals were insti- 
tuting the “double country" 
voting scheme, we felt un- 
easy. 

We knew that it was be- 
ing imposed to prevent 
“country favoritism” (for 
example, Indonesians vot- 
ing only for the Indonesian 
bet). But, we sensed that 
some voters could manipu- 
late it by voting for their 
country’s representative 
and the perceived weakest 
finalist—and that the 
scheme could blew up in 


VIEWFINDER, 


Er 
(а 

Nestor Ж 7. 

U. Torre Bill 


ry norm, and ended up as 
one of our own best bets. 
So, when he won, we 
weren't as stunned as some 
other viewers must have 
been. 

We were also surprised 
by the stellar quality of the 


their faces, if 6 performances 
that weakest bet Тһе tiltwasa ‘med іп by 
received an inor- 5 8 Malaysia's Ja- 
dinately huge &success-it ауа Victor and 
number of Vietnam's 
“throwaway” produced new Phuong Wy. To 
votes! » nind, 
Was this what regional stars Maan. Soe 
indeed tran- ж" and Чу were 
spired during fortheint] standout “idol 
the voting phase ч material e- 
of the recent Musicscene cause they 
"Asian Idol" fi- sounded ала 
looked good. 


nals? Only the official tab- 
ulators could say for sure. 
But, many viewers were 
thrown for a loop when one 
of the "weaker" bets, Sin- 
gapore's Hady Mirza, 
emerged as the first Asian 
Idol, beating the tilt’s more 
“favored” finalists. 
Singapore being only a 
“small” country, it was 
deemed unlikely that its 
bet could garner enough 
votes to emerge a serious 
contender—unless enough 
viewers appreciated his 
talent and charisma 
enough to forget “country 
loyalty” and vote for him. 


Cool yet dynamic 

That, too, was possible, 
since Hady surprised many 
viewers, including us, with 
his impressively cool and 
yet dynamic performance 
inthe finals. 

Whenever we're in Sin- 
gapore, we make it a point 
to sample its local enter- 
tainment, both on TV and 
in clubs, and we've gener- 
ally felt that Singaporean 
singers tend to sound a bit 
dated, both in singing style 
and repertoire. 

But Hady was definitely 
notches above this desulto- 


With some exceptions, 
this is the stellar combina- 
tion that "makes" out- 
standing singing idols. 
Even more positively, these 
three young bets could also 
do well internationally. 

Indonesia’s Mike Mo- 
hede and the Philippines’ 
Mau Marcelo also im- 
pressed viewers with their 
exceptional voices, but 
their girth made them look 
sluggish and dowdy com- 
pared to the younger, trim- 
mer bets. 

India’s Abhijeet Sawant 
was another voice-and- 
looks package, but his “bal- 
ladeer” projection was less 
dynamic. Of course, with 
India’s huge potential "vot- 
ing” population, he could 
still have come out on 
top—but that didn't hap- 
pen. 

Despite the surprises and 
disappointments involved, 
the first “Asian Idol” re- 
gional tilt was a success, 
because it produced a num- 
ber of relatively new 
singing stars who, like 
their US counterparts, 
could help energize the 
Asian and international 
musié scene for many show 
biz seasons to come. 


Nicole Kidman, 


From page! 


this old town. It was very 
magical. 1 expected creatures 
to come out any second. It 
was beautiful. They really 
know how to celebrate 
Christmas in Sweden—also 
in Germany. But in France, in 
my family, we don't really cel- 
ebrate; we eat a lot of foie 
gras and truffles (laughter)." 


Memorable holidays 

Back in LA, Anthony Hop- 
kins will have memorable 
holidays, for sure. The distin- 
guished actor turns 70 on 
Dec. 31. 

Anthony's wife, Stella Ar- 
royave, is keeping her plan 
to celebrate his milestone a 
secret from him. But he said 
he didn’t mind being with “all 
the people I haven't seen for 
60 plus years (laughter) —all 
my little kids, the girlfriends 
I used to have (laughter. 
They will all be there. I actu- 
ally have seen them. I was 
there in Wales last August. 
We had lunch in Cardiff. I in- 
vited all these people T 
haven't seen for years. They 
all turned up. It was wonder- 
ful to see them. It was great 
going home to Wales again 
but my wife won't tell me 
what's going on. She says she 
has some surprises for me." 

Germany-born Юіапе 
Kruger, who stars with Nico- 
las Cage in "National Trea- 
sure: Book of Secrets," said, 
“I love Christmas. It's my fa- 
vorite time of the year. I am 
going home this year to Ger- 
many and be with my mom." 

She added: "We cook the 


goose together 
many—unlike і 
ca—you put the 
the 24th. You dec 
gether while ivs 
outside, When th 
down, you light th. 
really beautiful tr 
Somewhere on | 
a Christmas card 
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Barney live at 
the Big Dome 


KIDS HAVE UNTIL TONIGHT 
to catch Barney, the adorable 
dinosaur, at the Araneta Coli 
seum in "Les Imagine Live! 
The Philippine Tour.” 

The show, which sums at 7 
рат, will see the purple dinosaur 
embarking on a wonderful magi 
cal journey with his Ideas Factory 
leading the way. 

With their human friends 
Daniel Ethan, Madison and 11у 
lah, Bamey and prehistoric Baby 
Bop, BJ and Riff set off to test the 
limits of their imagination. 

For inquiries, call 911-5555 


ALFRED VARGAS 


Н PEN ME 
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GIFT-GIVING ON SHARON TONIGHT 

Three of the busiest stars give away loads of gifts on “Sharon” 
tonight at around 9, on ABS-CBN. Judy Ann Santos travels to 
Bataan to offer presents to an Aeta community. Angel Locsin 
provides holiday cheer to children who experienced tragedy early 
in their lives. Meanwhile, Sharon Cuneta herself visits the 
Women's Correctional and surprises a female inmate as she is 
freed, to start a new ife this Christmas. 


Dewey Cox Story" which 
spoofs all those music 
biopics, from "Walk the Line" 
to "Ray" Imagine Jack White 
in a cameo as Elvis, and John 
playing the fictitious Dewey 
Cox from 141072. 

And think of all the double 
entendres that co-writer and 
producer Judd Apatow 
("The 40-Year-Old Virgin," 
"Knocked Up") mines just 
from the name, Dewey Cox, 
alone. 

May your holidays be filled 
with laughter! 


E-mail the columnist 
runepales 5585 yahoo.com 
and read his blog, "The Nepales 
Report,” оп www.inquirerblog- 
gers.net/nepalesreport. 


at 
EVA GREEN, Bond girl and a good 
witch in “The Golden Compass,” 
spent a magical Christmas i 
Sweden. 


POWER PLANT 


Cox: country-rocker Dewey Cox wishes one 
tmas! 


: ‘It’s my favorite time. 
ome this year to Germany 
y mom" 
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for a laugh or two (it sure had 
us chuckling when we re- 
ceived it). It's from Dewey 
Cox, the country-rock super- 
star dnd it shows him holding 
a gift he has just unwrapped: 
a framed picture of someone 
vaguely familiar. Well, 
Dewey Cox is actually John 
С. Reilly in “Walk Hard: The 
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Groban's Noel” 
tops pop charts 


WITH HIS ALBUM “NOEL NOW ОМ ITS 
fourth week at No. 1 on the Billboard 200, 
recent Manila visitor Josh Groban carves 
out for himself a piece of chart history. 

This is the first Christmas set in the 51- 
year history of Billboard’s weekly album 
chart to hold the top spot for four consecu- 
tive weeks, and only the second to chalk up 
that many chart-topping weeks. Elvis Pres- 
ley's “Elvis’ Christmas Album,” which be- 
came the first seasonal title to reach No. 1 
in 1957, was the only other one to lead the 
list for four weeks, but the fourth of those 
frames was not consecutive. 

Last week, sales of “Noel” showed a 15 
percent increase for a weekly sum of 
669,000—the largest number for any 
Christmas album since Kenny G's “Міга- 
desThe Holiday Album” sold 819,000 
copies in the Christmas week of 1994. 

More significantly, “Noel” has become 
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the best-selling album of the calendar year, 
overtaking “High School Musical 

27 with sales of 2.8 million copies since 
its Oct. 2 release, while the Walt Disney 
soundtrack has sold 2.7 million since Aug. 
14 

“Noel” also thus becomes the first album. 
to lead the chart for four straight weeks 
since 1996. 
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Come Join The Festival This Christmas! 
Watch a Movie and Win Big Prizes!!! 


Ist Prize winner af P 100,000 


@nd Prize winner of P 50,000 
3rd Prize winner of P 25,000 
100 Consolation prizes of P 5,000 each! 


+ ++ Free 1 movie pass for every 5 stamps completed Cash sa 


Pelikula Card 
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‘See posters and print ads for details. 
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Pictures of the Year 200 


More Pictures of the Year 2007—The Rock and hip hop stars, Hollywood A-listers 
and consistent critics’ favorites—from the Reuters News Pictures Service. Next 
week, our own picks from the past 12 months, published exclusively here in the 
INQUIRER Entertainment pages. 


RAP artist 50 
Cent performs 
“Amusement 
Park" at the 
2007 Black 
Entertainment 
Television 
‘Awards in Los 
Angeles, 
California June 
26. 


&. 
ANNE Hathaway at 


5 the 79th Annual 
4 Academy Awardsin 
HELEN Mirren poses with her Best Actress award at the British Academy of Film and Hollywood, on 


Television Arts awards at The Royal Opera House in London on Feb. 11. February 25. 


MARC Anthony, left, photographs the media as he and his wife Jennifer Lopez arrive at the 
79th Annual Academy Awards in Hollywood, on Feb. 25. 


STING urges 
spectators to clap 
their hands during the 


Vancouver on May 28, 


FROM left: Abigail Breslin, Greg Kinnear and 
Alan Arkin share the stage at the 13th 
Annual Screen Actors Guild Awards in LA on 
Jan, 28. 
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JINGGOY ESTRADA and LORNA TOLENTINO 
BAYANI AGBAYANI EUGENE DOMINGO ARRON VILLAFLOR Jurian sarapa 
SHAINA MAGDAYAO RAYVER CRUZ 


WILLSMITH plays around with son Jaden as 
they arrive at the German premiere in Berlin 
of "Das Streben nach Glueck” ("The Pursuit 
of Happyness”) by Italian director Gabriele 

Muccino, on Jan. 29. 


JODIE Foster poses for a snapshot on the red 
carpetat the 79th Annual Academy Awards 
in Hollywood, on Feb. 25. 


FORMER pro wrestler turned. 
actor Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson walks on the red 
carpet, unmindful of FMX rider 
Robbie Maddison going 
airborne during a stunt at the 
2007 Taurus World Stunt 
Awards at Paramount Studios 
in LA on May 20. The show 
honors the most outstanding 
stunt professionals from all over 
the world for their 
extraordinary performances. 
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Editor Emmie б. Velarde ‘Alay ni Da King’ encore 

шыт! Fy с; CINEMA ONE ENCORES “ALAY NI DA KING: AN FPJ SPECIAL,” 3:30 

3 (в І O p.m. today, Hosted by Charo Santos-Concio and featuring a special 

PT sharing by Susan Roces, the specials many segments include “FPJ, 

5ш Б ‘The Artist,” hosted by Vilma Santos; “FPJ, Ang Kaibigan,” hosted by 
Christopher de Leon; and a music video put together by FPJ himself, 
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sedente DOY DEL MUNDO, SCREENWRITER OF Says Del Mundo: “There's a question in the and the viewer are left with a moral quandary. 22) 
METRO MANILA Dip such classics as “Maynila sa Kuko ng Li ba eens Sto ang mananagotnit? In thevi- But one thing is certain. I know whos answer 
1 ‘wanag, “Kisapmata” and "Batch 81,” із тау- _olent world of prisons, the mayor picks out one able for this gem of daring work: Paolo and 
| FiLM FESTIVAL 2007 You ing about the new indie film, “Selda,” Paolo ofthe inmates to take the blame for a crime, Ellen.” 
к KNOW... Villaluna and Ellen Ramos’ follow-up to Outside, there's no mayor to make the choice, “Selda” will be screened today, 4 p.m. at 


their highly-acclaimed debut “Ilusyon.” only one's conscience. Sid Luceros character Robinsons Indiesine Cinema З. 


Gnqumen Entertainment is running 
this MMFF guide to help moviegoers 
plan their holiday cinema tour. The fes- 
tival runs from Dec. 25 to Jan. 7, 
2008.) 


“Shake, Rattle and Roll 9” 
Regal Entertainment 

Regal declares this year's "Shake" trilo- 
gy as the “scariest and most expensive" 
to date. Its producer claims it does not 
only have the biggest stars from giant 
networks ABS-CBN and GMA 7, it also. 
has the "most impressive horror visuals. 
and most difficult to mount scenes in 
cinema history." 


"Christmas Tree" 

Stars: Lovi Poe, John Prats Gina Alajar, 
Nash Aguas, John Lapus, Sophia. 
Baars, Boots Anson-Roa and Tonton 
Gutierrez 

Directed by Paul Daza 

In the story, Poe's father has passed 
away. She and the rest of her family visit 
relatives out of town, one of whom is 
Prats, whose home has a big, eerie-look- 
ing 8-ft. Christmas tree that, at night, 
turns into a giant monster with arms and 
lags. 


“Bangungot” 

Stars: Dennis Trillo, Roxanne Guinoo 
and Pauleen Luna 

Directed by Mike Tuviera 

In this episode, a red-cloaked figure is 
after Guinoo, who unwittingly cast a 
‘spell just so she could dream of the man 
she's in love with—Trillo. A flyover in 
Manila was closed to shoot a thrilling 
chase between the red-cloaked Bangun- 
got and the protagonists. 


“Engkanto” 

Stars: Katrina Halili, Matt Evans, 
Melissa Ricks, Mart Escudero, Jewel 
Mische, Felix Roco and Sam Concep- 
cion 

Directed by Topel Lee 

Haliti, who plays the “Engkanto,” is out 
to scare a band of musicians vacationing 
ata beach resort situated several miles 
away from Metro Manila. For this 
episode, countless talents were recruit- 
| ed, each was fitted with zombie cos- 

: tumes and made to wear prosthetics. 
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Jury Award 
for ‘Tirador’ 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


“IT'S VERY ORIGINAL.” 

"It's powerful and energetic.” 

“Ies different from the rest.” 

These were the comments of the Moroc- 
can press and jury members at the 7th 
Marrakech International Film Festival in 


Morocco after watching Brillante Men- C RUIT — £4 

doza's "Tirador (Slingshot),” its director ac 

told Inquirer Entertainment. T h сйгн scu asli? CRIA S 

б-ЗУ ей оо much tropical fruit in your fruit cocktail? 4, = 
“Tirador,” the story of a group of petty Have more variety in your Christmas 


thieves who operate in the busy streets of 


A fruit desserts with Ligo canned fruit. * 
Quiapo to survive, features Coco Martin, LT 
Jiro Manio, Nathan Lopez, Kristoffer King, à iil 
Nico Taverna, Harold Montano and Jaclyn 
Jose. 
JURY? 3 
, . . 
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TOMORROW at 4PM! 


paolo villaluna and ellen ramos’ 


SELDA 


Ara Mina Emilio Garcia Sid Lucero 


Catch the special 

screening of one of the 

year’s most anticipated 
films! Only at P100! 
Get your tickets naw 
at the cinema lobby. 


Tomorrow only at 4PM 
CINEMA 3 
Robinsons Galleria! 


“ыз, 
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Gwen Garci Precious Ad 


now showing at ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD 
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А а The film shared the festival's Special Ju- to see the girl he loves. bring “Tirador” to France, Ireland and the 
ury Ward ... rompen ту Award with Alexey Mizgirev's “Kremen CenterStage Productions, the producer United Kingdom, said Mendoza. 


(The Hard-hearted),” which tells the story of “Tirador,” has also sealed a video distri- Мо less than jury head Milos Forman, 
of the struggles of Anton, a young man bution deal with the French company two-time Oscar-winning director of “One. 
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Taylor Hicks Live! 
REENBELT December 18; 7pm; Greenbelt 3 Park 


ENCHANTED 


GLORIETTA 4 
б THE GOLDEN 
COMPASS 


ALABANG 


TOWN о Crete бейініне. 
ecember 22; Өрт Town Plaza 
THE GOLDEN COMPASS ФЕ ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE CENTER = 
— " мене ош 
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THE GOLDEN COMPASS 2 THE GOLDEN COMPASS = 
Japan Foundation Karate Demonstration: Ж 
MARKET! MARKET! December 18; рт; Activity Center 
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WATER: THE MEDIUM by Juvenal Sanso 
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MARTIAN CHILD. 4 5 


FLIZABE) 
THE GOLDEN AGE 
TRINOMA 1 A z a 
ELIZABETH: 
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MARTIAN CHILD. Taylor Hicks Live! 


December 20; 7pm; Activity Center 


7% FREE Christmas Gift Bag for every Р500 worth of purchase. 
See leaflets for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. A3-938, Series of 2007 
pum ENCHANTED FRED CLAUS THE GOLDEN COMPASS December 1 to 31 


AYALA MALLS CINEMAS and REGAL ENTERTAINMENT Simbang Gabi 
present Starting December Buto PU 


REGAL келме 
KEFIR Pi E E 


MEET & GREET the stars of ut discounted prices. a 


Is Level Concierge near Main Int ance 


Fit for the Holidays 


" DESPERADAS а И 


Bahay HUDO PECEMBER 29, 2007 - 6:00 pm tl evel ima Park 


A Pinoy Mano Po! Glorietta Activity Center 


mcierge Ho Christmas Moments 


: a 5 N Multimedia Workshop 
Розага sats ortho frs 200 moviagoas who wil present thelr SHAKE, RATTLE & ROLL 9, DESPERADAS, 901-3000 i 
‘and BAHAY KUBO movla tickets purchased іп any Ayala Malls Cinemas on December 29, 2007. 4 тугин үг 
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By the Inquirer Entertainment Staff 


You've heard of “The Wedding 
Crashers.” 

Аса recent high-profile meet- 
ing, industry leaders were 
shocked to see a gov- 
ernment factotum with 
loyal cohort in tow. 

‘Their names were not 
on the guest list. 


Split personality 

A pretty young celebu- 
tante broke up with her dashing 
beau because, it turned out, he was 
a wolf in sheep's clothing. Personal- 
ity differences led to a split-up. 


Ru: 


Miss who? 

Award-winning actress consult- 
ed a reporter: "Is it okay to put a 
Miss before my name in my new 
movie's posters?" 

No need, Reporter replied. Mer- 
cifully, the girl listened. She's much 
too young to go the way of Ms Rita 
and Ms Celia. 


New Darna? 

Seems Marian Rivera jumped 
the gun with her insinuation that 
she's the next Darna? It's actually a 
three-cornered fight among Mari- 
an, Iza Calzado and Rhian 
Ramos. 

‘The original rumor about Marian 
is that she'll play the title role in 
“Dyesebel.” She reportedly got a 
stamp of approval from the heirs of 
Dyesebel creator Mars Ravelo, 
who also created Darna! Hmmm. 


Joey’s concern 

Joey Reyes two MMFF 
films “Katas ng Saudi” and 
“Sakal, Sakali, Saklolo”--were 


graded W by the Cinema Evalua- 


SUNDAY 


| The new | way to express yourself. 
Kodak EasyShare M853 


Zoom Digital Camera 


tion Board. 

But here's the running gag on thé 
set of “Katas”... 

Sen. Jinggoy was initially hesi- 

tant to ask Joey го direct him be- 

cause “I knew he was in Edsa 

2, leading the Erap ге- 

sign movement.” Er- 

ap, of course, is Jing- 

goy's dad, former Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada. 

Joey reportedly coun- 
tered that he would retire 
from show biz if Jinggoy 
won Best Actor for “Katas.” 

Now, Direk is worried that he 
may have to do just that. But, he 
quips, “I could always imitate an- 
other senator and say, 1 Ней!” 


Correctional concert 

Location of tonight's "Sharon" 
talk show is the Women's Correc- 
tional in Mandaluyong. Sharon 
Cuneta hadn't intended to stay 
long, saying the place made her 
sad. 

Guess what? A staffer recounts, 
“She asked for a sound system, 
sang three songs and chatted with 
the inmates for almost two hours.” 


ISHES 


Juday, nervous? 

‘There are many adjectives we 
can use to describe Judy Ann San- 
tos. “Nervous” is not one of them. 
But that she was, on the day of her 
launch as the face of Modess' latest 
campaign aimed at “encouraging 
Filipino women to strive for more.” 

“A force of nature,” is how Juday 
was described as endorser. But she 
took the stage with shaky voice and 
hands, as did the emcee, Suzi En- 
trata Abrera, before her. They both 
said, at the start of their respective 
spiels, “I've never been this ner- 


в2| эх |25“) 


марка | Opt Zoom | LED Semen 


Ош | Video with 
image | sound ond 
аа отот 0а cot 


ANN 
Santos 


Top of the tabloids 

The top show biz stories in local 
tabloids this week. (And why we 
are moved, if we are moved.) 

“Pia Guanio at Tintin Hermosa 
nag-iisnaban? (Those who care, 


show of hands, please.) 
“Dingdong 


actly our point.) 
“Jake Cuenca, 


Roxanne Guinoo! 


“Roxanne Guinoo, sinibasib ng 


— PHILIPPINE BAILY INQUIRER: 


ENTERTAIN MENT DX. : 


Reinvent your Kodak EasyShare 
don't put your 


д | NET TET 


Dantesayaw 

makialam sa bangayang Katrina- 

Marian! (And why would he?) 
*Marian at Katrina bati na! (Ex- 


inilabas 
Denise Laurel sa break-up nila ni 
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SESE 


but assert it. stylishly! 


igital camera with a Gmask makeover - | 

personality out of sight, i 
E 
E 


Purchase a Kodak EasyShare MB53 digital camera and get a free voucher that you 
can take to the nearest Gmask outlet to have your digicam protected and styled! 
Promo runs from Dec. 8, 2007 to Jan. 31, 2008. See standee for complete details. 
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halik si Dennis Trillo! (New word 
of the week alert!) 

*Marian Rivera ibubuyangyang 
ang boobs! (Kakagulat naman ito.) 

*Marco Alcaraz, naka-under- 
wear lang nang akitin ni Bianca 
King! (Parang siya yata ang nang- 
akit.) 

“Dingdong, ipinagtanggol ang 
GMA! (We can guess why.) 

*1 milyong ipinamudmod ni 
Dingdong, kinukuwestiyon! 

*Dennis, Dingdong talbog kina 
Piolo at John Lloyd! 

*Mga bading inis na inis kay Toni 
Gonzaga! (We're all ears.) 

“Toni maldita, suplada? (We're 
all eyes, too) 

“Toni extra lang sa “Maging Sino 
Ka Man”? (Just keeps getting bet- 
ter.) 

“Alessandra de Rossi gustong 
maging “Dyesebel”! (Di puwede, 
kasiwalang ) 

“Yasmien Kurdi, ЈС de Vera | 
nag-aaway dahil kay Michelle 
Madrigal? (Ha?) 

“How true...May milagrong na- 
gaganap kina Nadia Montenegro 
at Jimwell Stevens?! (Those who 
care, ) 

“Angelica, Derek winawasak! 
(Don'tlook at us.) 

"Ayaw na raw ni Juday ng 


| 
| 
{ 


MENDOZA, left, with Milos Forman 


Jury award... 


From page J3 


screenwriter-producer Hamid Benani, ac- 
tor John Hurt, actor-director Shekhar Ka- 
pur, director-screenwriter-producer Pavel 
Lounguine, actress Aissa Maiga, director- 
screenwriter Claude Miller, actress Parker 
Posey and actress Aitana Sanchez-Gijon. 
‘The Moroccan festival, which ran from 
Dec. 7 to 15, featured 110 films from 29 


sangkatutak na anak: “Baka ‘di | countries. : 
kayanin ng matris ko!” (Ay, anu- | 2 
mayari) Grand prize 

“Jessica Rodriguez, David Veiko Ounpuu's "Sugisball" (Autumn 7- 
Bunevacz walang ginoyo! (But.. Ball” from Estonia), the story of six people 


living in a huge metropolitan area during 
the Soviet era, bagged the festival's grand 
prize. 

“Tirador” had three full-packed screen- 
ings to a "highly receptive crowd" during 
the week-long festival, Mendoza said. 

“Kapur (Elizabeth, 1998) came up to 
me during the post-awards party,” Men- 
doza said during his visit to the INQUIRER 
offices last week. “He asked how I man- 
aged to shoot the film in just 10 days. I 
told him this was a digital film. I guess the 


but...) 
*Dyowa ni Vicki Belo, ‘di raw tu- 
nay na doktor? (Ay, afraid.) 
“Beverly Vergel, dinamdam 
nang husto ang pagpanaw ni Ace! 


Ai (SiCristy Fermin din.) 


(Sources: Bandera and Tumbok.) 


THE COUNTRY'S FAB FOUR 
IN ONE FABULOUS COMEDY! 
RUFFA GUTIERREZ RUFA MAE QUINTO IZA ALZADO MARIAN RIVERA 


DESPERA 


all they need is love. 
and can these men give love? 


JayR UTRINIDAD Introducing WILL DEVAUGHN 


were so state-of- 
the-art that people 
thought I used a 35, 
mm. Kapur also. 
asked how I man- 
aged to motivate 
professional actors 
to act the way they 
did in the film. 1 
told him about the 
cast members’ im- 
mersion.” 


HPENS üt aum projectors there 


ж WENDELL RAMOS 


Competition 
Tirador compet- 
ed against Estonia's 
*Sugisball — ('Au- 
tumn Ball", Alge- 
ria's “Wara E] Mi- 
rar" ("The Other 
Side of the Mir- 
ror", | Japan's 
“Funukedomo, 
Kanashimino Al Wo 
Misero” ("Funuke 
Show Some Love, 
You | Losers!”), 
Czech Republic's 
“Grandhotel,” Mor- 
roco's “Samira Fi 
Dayaa" ("Samira's 
Garden"), Finland's 
“Miehen Туо" 
("Man's Job”), Chi- 
na’s “Hong Se Kang 
Bai Yin (“Тһе Red 
Awn”), USAs “The 


т 


Savages,” Serbia's 
“Klopka” (“The 
Trap”), Mexico's 
X "Partes — Usadas" 
d 4 Ў (‘Used Parts”), 
- EI South Korea's “Ge: 

omen Tang 
E] Joel C. Lamangan, dgpi о OF CHE 
БЕ меи segaimultimedia net /desperodas. а Girl of Black 
Ba oie E Soi") and The 

e er зноу 9% кө Cravan ШИЕ kisses & Со. | Hut un 
| “Wolfsbergen.” 
Ara oq : 

| More festivals 
MALL TOURS | Mendoza's film, 
December 29 - Regal Extravaganza; Glorietta Adtivity Center, 5 PM à which had its world 
PREMIERE NIGHT DINGDONG DANTES premiere ш the 
December 23 - SM Megamall Cinema 10; 7 PM September, — will 
5 ех compete in Indi- 
Байа sapport th PINK FOR UE ORSANTATIN ii ecas ba Br aer anapolis, Singa- 


pore and Granada 
in Spain and will be 
featured in a forum 
in Berlin next year. 
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Minimum single-receipt purchase of P3,000 is required. 
\ + Until December 31, 2007. Terms and Conditions apply. The world 5 local bank 


Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 5670 8 No. 4528, Series of 2007. 


—R ere 


эм CITY NORTH EDSA 927.0325 NORTH EDSA ANNEX 927-6186/ NORTH EDSA BASEMENT 924-2422/ NORTH EDSA THE BLOCK 422-0182/ SM MAKATI 892-43 


M HARRISON PLAZA 524-6239/ 


MARILAO (044) 711-2526/ SM CITY CAGAYAN DE ORO (088) 859-2501/ SM CITY LUCENA (042) 710-5035/ SM CITY STA. ROSA (049) 534-4550/ SM CITY BAGUIO (047) 619-7692/ ELIZABETH MALL CEBU 
(032) 256-3682/ SM CITY DASMARINAS (046) 432-3002/ SM CITY BATANGAS (043) 722-2582/ SM CITY LIPA (043) 756-4530! VIRRA MALL 725-0207/ MALL OF ASIA 586-0411/ TAYTAY 6812010/ MUNTINLUPA 6591548 


appliance 


ЕС t МАЕК 


our name is your guarantee 


SONY BRAVIA KLV-46X300A. SONY BRAVIA KS-60R200A, 


SONY BRAVIA KLV-32V300A. 
(Avaliable in Red, Blue, Whit, Black and Siver) 


RE 


FREE pavoziso FREE pav.oziso 
& Spiderman Trilogy 8 Spiderman Triloc 
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KIKS Package 
Carrying Case sw , 


10115347  LT-32E 

ie Е 
оС 10117908 — LT-SIF 
10111903 7:237 


10115853 — LT42E| 
10118035 — LT42F| 
SAMSUNG 
FREE ITEM: 


-— 
Ce 
EcL NG AQUOS 
tox 


FOR CASH PURCHASE 


LA-ISRT1 LCD TV 
OR LESS P15,000 
FOR CASH PURCHASE 


SAMSUNG LCD LA4ORB18. 
тозаговов 
Er 
SAVINGS ON CREDIT CARD MONTHLY PAYMENT MONTHLY PAYMENT XM |Paagaasoo| 
CATEGORY MODEL CASH PURCHASE 12 MOS. DISCOUNT ON 12 MOS. TERMS ON 18 MOS. TERMS [redd 
LcD LA-52M81B ЗАМЕ P25,000.00 SAVE P15,000.00 P26,241.67 P18,327.78 Peagsasoo[' 
LCD LA46MB1B SAVE P15,000.00 SAVE P5,000.00 P13,741.67 P9,438.89 е 
LcD 1А-465818 ЗАМЕ P15,000.00 SAVE P5,000.00 P10,408.33 P7,216.67 таг sasco 
LCD LAMORBÍB SAVE P15,000.00 ^ SAVE P5,000.00 P8,741.67 P6,105.56 Рїзаазз оо 
LcD LA-40S81B SAVE P15,000.00 ЗАМЕ P5,000.00 P7,908.33 P5,550.00 ДЕТІ 
Lco LA-37R81B SAVE P5,000.00 NỌ DISCOUNT P6,241.67 P4,161.11 7948120 
LcD LA-32R81B SAVE P5,000.00 NO DISCOUNT P4,575.00 P3,050.00 22229500 
LcD 1A32881B SAVE P5,000.00 NO DISCOUNT P3,991.67 P2,661.11 рРвезввп 
LCD LA-26R71B SAVE P5,000.00 NO DISCOUNT P3,325.00 - К Бот  ®# 


ieee 
Hona безе 


——— P— 


SM CITY NORTH EDSA 9279335 • NORTH EDSA ANNEX 9276578 • NORTH EDSA BASEMENT 9272650 - SM MAKATI 8161178 - HARRISON PLAZA 5246239 - SM CUBAO 9111129 • SM MEGAMALL 
* SM CITY MANILA 5238593 • SM CITY PAMPANGA (045) 9616991 - SUCAT 8297346 • SM CITY ILOILO (033) 320-6355 • SM CITY DAVAO (082) 2977064 • ROCKWELL 8981519 + PODIUM 6871215 4 
"BATANGAS 8867735 + SM CITY SAN LAZARO 7812773 + SM CITY VALENZUELA 2919973 - SM MOLINO (046) 4743011-14 + V-MALL 7251011 • STA. ROSA (049) 5344550 • SM CITY BAGUIO (| 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


LG LCD TV 42164R 


LGFLATTV $ $ : ERST ^ > Р 0% PROMO. 
‘29FC1BL | А Р 29FX4BL CATEGORY MODEL SRP OFFER FREE ITEM 

4 4 FLAT 21FB3RB P6,999.00 З months TV RACK 

FLAT ZIFCIRB P8,495.00 6 months TV RACK 

FLAT 21FX4AL —— P949500 12months —— TVRACK 

FLAT 21FS4RK P10,999.00 12months TV RACK 

FLAT 29FC1BL P16,995.00 12months TV RACK 

FLAT 29FX4BL | P19,995.00 12months TV RACK 

FLAT 29FS4RK P24,995.00 12months TV RACK 

LCD SZLC4R P59,995.00 12months | HT-2028F 

LCD S2LCSR P69,995.00 12months. НТ-2025Ғ 
LCD 37LC3R P89,995.00 12months НТ-35250 

LCD 420048 Р10999500 12months НТ-35250 

GRAN aa >р А LCD 422058 Р119,99500 12months | HT-3528D 
ЕСЕ X 2 LCD P169,995.00 12months НТ-35250 


NG FLAT TV AV-21BA17 NG FLAT TVAV-218T27 JVC FLAT TV AV-29RT28 
+DVD XV-N3528. * DVD XV-N3525 +DVD XV-N352S 


SRP 48TO24 MOS. 187024 MOS. 
P69,990.00 P10,000 CASH LESS P5,000 LESS P5,000 тн 
P79,980.00 DISCOUNT + TH-L1 + XV-N650 #THL1 #TH1 OR 
99,900.00 OR OR OR LESS P20,000 


Ec] LESS P30,000 LESS P25,000 LESS P25,000 


129,990.00 P25,000 CASH DISCOUNT j 10108528 P80,000 CASH DISCOUNT LESS P5,000 THL1 
ео 10108530 ү *THLI + XV-N650 THU pan 
10108532 OR OR 
P100,000 CASH DISCOUNT P70,000 CASH DISCOUNT P50,000 CASH DISCOUNT 


ALES<ANDER 21V-FR3108 (BK) 


LC-26PX5M. 


PLUS as FREE 
DVD PLAYER 


29V-FT4508 


PLUS Paga FREE 
DVD PLAYER 


21V-FRTOM (BK) 


— 


эзге FREE plus "m FREE 
DVD PLAYER ‘DVD PLAYER 


ee SHARP FREE ІТЕМ5.-...-.... 


SHARP HOME THEATER SYSTEM 


má. 


"mS 


PLUS 5,000 FREE E Ба 
HOME THEATER SYSTEM Tagay paasa! 


Venere i kaa 


————————ÁÁÓÓ Аааа. 

6335075 * SM CENTERPOINT 7150534 - SM SOUTHMALL 8003512 • SM CITY BACOOR (046) 4170258 - SM CITY FAIRVIEW 4176795 • SM CITY CEBU (032) 2319132 + SM DELGADO (033) 3373102 
SM CITY BICUTAN 7779295 • SM CITY CAGAYAN DE ORO (088) 8592501 • SM CITY LUCENA (088) 8592501 • SM CITY DASMARINAS (046) 423319 + ELIZABETH MALL (032) 2563679 ( 032) 2563681 
174) 6197695 • SM CITY CLARK (045) 6255812 • SM MALL OF ASIA 5560409 - THE BLOCK 4420183 * LIPA (043) 756-6552 « BACOLOD (034) 4680080 - TAYTAY 6612010 + MUNTINLUPA 6591546 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


кет 
са 


«лоли Sound / Bass banda 


P20,000 


cw CASH or alt creat 
NOW ышы 


LESS P8,000 


an Y2months at O% interest 


P1,903.75 


Per wook (52 wks) 


24 months at 0% interest 


P1,028.80 


por week (104 wks) 


ABSOLUTELY FREE 


VPC-S700 
Moale camera 


with every purchase. 


SRP: 
P106,995 


E 


509] for the first 15 customers 


of SANYO VIZON LCD 


IZON 


LCD-370A8Z 


‘on CASH or straight croit 
NOW P71,995 


LESS P6,000 


Ga Taon at Bees 


P1,557.60 


or waok (52 wis] 


24 months st 0% ішті. 


P836.49 


por wook (104 wks) 


SANYO W Ча ead 


per dealer branch! 


ano PG 000 and 
A 


q^ eu 
(ST-21VF1) 


ADD P6,000 


LCD-32CA8Z 
+З МА reium. 


LESS 
P8,000 


‘on CASH or straight credit 


NOW P44,995 


LESS P4,000 


on famonlhs at 0% interest 


P942.21 


por weak (52 wks) 


24 months at 0% interest 


Р509.56 


por weak (104 wks) 


FREE SANYO 
tees headphones 
Hip 


Р9,99. 


“Peg, 995 vitis 


5 1205. 
BEFORE: P11,005 0% interest 


Be 


SANYO personal 
refrigerator 
(5-0) 


ADD P6,500 

and get a 

SANYO 0.5HP 

Air Conditioner : 
(SA-56P) 


FREE SANYO 
Vibia headphones = 


P10,995 


BEFORE? Pra Sos 


ST-21SE1V 
BISAN 
a 


г 


BEFORE? s.105 


So interest 


Jamos, 
0% interest 


"Seco Tam Sos 
me sanya wireless headphones 


P7,465 


P os. 0% interest 


ЕТІГІ 
FREE SANYO 
BBO Griller 


" 
FREESANYO | 
BBQ Griller 


35210 so 
m 


Remco 


SANYO 21T (ST-210E1) 


mee 
FREES ини 
E charger 


FRE 


268 SD Card 


P28,995 


59-999 10 cuf. 
2-000n DIRECT COOL 
lis rs eng at 
Tier Op anae 
+0 Date 
Тао 
FREE SANYO 
Rice Cooker 


Р45,29 


mos. intrest 5. 


{|| sa-ak 2 


FREE SANYO йаза! йори 


Rice Cooker | 
213,295 
mos, 0% interest 
Erf ео 


Іше 


THE PERFECT 
CHRISTMAS GIFT! 


ic as On Cad 
Lit 100% CFG Fie 


121105. 0% Interest 


ASW-B1SRT |55) 
3p) Fully Automatic 


P29,098; 


Pi 298 215,995 


mos. 0% Interest | 12тоз.0% Interest 


FREE SANYO 
FLAT IRON 


P6,195 ~ 


'SW-758T (7.5k 
dE d 


ТШШ SER 
P sat 


IRI-SARI STORE SERIES <: 
тшш ыарыы cer 


appliance Libreng Appliances 


our name is your guarantee 


Araw-Araw 


See mechanics poster for details. 


"e cms 


Get a chance to win 
one of 300 prizes in the daily draw, 
one of 8 prizes in the weekly draw and 
a Nissan Frontier Bravado in the grand draw. 
November 16, 2007 - January 14, 2008 
Per DTI- NOR Permit No. S70, беге of 2007 


re Sunday 


RATES 


ШШШ + Р245 per column centimeter ШЕ = 
LA 'SIFIEDS E 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays 10 Saturdays Sundays 
Day before iain cuum 
y! 
Tbe Widest Reacbing Classifieds 
INQUIRER 


ST PETER 


Deathcare Experts LIFE PLAN ө CHAPELS 


The VISION of the St. Peter Group of Companies is to be the DeathCare Experts- the choice of every 
Filipino in the delivery of World-Class DeathCare Services. А leader in the Memorial Plan Industry and 
‘supported by more than 130 St. Peter Chapels nationwide. 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Candle must possess at least a Bachelor's Degree п Martetng, 
(Communication Ал or equivalent 
‘With al least 3 years experience as Businass Development ManageriOttcet 
‘Above averogo п oral and writen communication 
Wing to do fed work 


BRANCH MANAGERS 
5 Colego graduate 

‚М ези 1 year experience in Sales 8 Markang 
bove average in ora! and writen communication 
Клоп haan iingatan 
„ЖИ good interpersonal skis 


2. Must be resultorenied Cuslomersarce обета. 
Provocid applicants are very much welcome 
REGIONAL MANAGERS ) ASSISTANT CHAPEL MANAGERS ү 
^ Colege graduale ^. College graduale N 
* Atleast 3 years experienc in Sales, Marketing and persons. 1 = Ма least 2 years experience in Memorial Src кӛліу 
{Above average in rl ad wlan communication 22 Above average in ora and wien commaricaton 
“Know how in eeraiment raining 221 жоор ox 
* Wing to do ld work, 2. Custormer-sorvon rented Dd 
* Musiborositororlod 2. Wang toworkon shing schedules | 762) 
* Wing to accept provincial assignments ‘© Provincial applicants are very much welcome А 
; > 
MARKETING ASSISTANT ў FAMILY CARE REPRESENTATIVES 
Candidate must pososs atleast a Bacholas берей п Marketing. Мызы моя 
Gamma гог et Miror cre rr and 
« Above average in oral and rion communication DA жиын i 
2. Experenceis an advantage but not a requirement Ere ree ure 1 
= Computer erae Tenana os emai 1 
* Wing o co fet wok Morem i 
CREMATORY OPERATOR Ы 
PROGRAMMER т Собе level pelerabiy colege graduate j 
Cant т posas al Toast Bch Doyo in Computar ret... WIN iba years erpaiance n peto rag | 


Crematon equipment ! 


Information Technology or equivalent 
Wing fb raped п Ре шен Coma Technology / 


^ Requred Programming skilts) ы 
~ Excel Macro andlor Exel Pio Reporting ‘© Knowtowinal the Cremation processes 


Visi Basic 60, VB. 2. Cusiomer- service ented f 
Spine decina ACCOUNTING & AUDIT STAFF 4 


-VB МЕТ an advontage . 


nago dts desig ad аатина Бе оарои пора набз пода oles sem 
‘Wi atlas year experenc п programming a 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT STAFF зел кесіне 

‘Candidate must possess al least Bachelor's Dogreo in Computer Scienca! Can wor ih minum supenison. v^ 

inarmaton Tecnology or agunalot a inier arera 


‘+ Wir owed in PC instalation, roublshoolng. Networking 8 
Veo eding we 

^ Profien n Adobe Pholoshop and Pagemaker, Масотеба 
Dreamweaver & Flash 

2. Above average in oral and writen comunicalo “nin „л, 

^ Provincia applicants are very much welcome м 


22 Provincial appears are very much welcome 
OFFICE STAFF е” 


College graduais 5 
Computer Reraie 


‘© New graduales are very much welcome 


INQUIRER PUBLICATIONS is looking for dynamic Sales individuals for the following areas: 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE qoi оте) 


1-2 years experience іп direct sales or advertising (sales experience Іп newspaper 
[йд or any related publishing business 1 an advantage) 

+ Cery good prospecting, presentation and communications Skils 

1 Likes To think out-of-the-box solutions and new ideas 
Excellent customer relations skills 

хш ees r А 

ias o working knowledge of word processing tools such as Word, Excel and Powerpoint 
Must be a resident of Metro Manila s3 


SALES CONSULTANTS (centrat Luzon, North Luzon, South Luzon and Davao) 


Must be 2 resident of Central Luzon (Pampanga or Tarlac): North Luzon (Dagupan or 
Baguio); South Luzon (Laguna ar Batangas) and Davao Gy (зде 

+ Fait win and has a goed network of contacts In the focal government units and private 
wusinesses in the region 

2 12 years experience іп Sales 

1 Keen interest in selling newspaper advertising ads and supplements 

2 fes to think out-of-the-box solutions end new ideas 
Excellent customer relations skills 

Passionate about selling 


‘Send your application (with photo) NOW to: 


The Human Resources (c/o IPI) 
PDI Building 

Pasong Tamo corner Yague and Mascardo Sts. 
Makati City 1200 


ог email to: jreyes@inquirerpublications.ph; span ; 
tromirez Ginquirerpublications.ph 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


FE JABADAN 
LORILLA 


MARIA CORAZON 
SAPUNGAN- CASTILLA 
BRITANICO LLANERA 


MARIA CORAZON SAPUNGAN-BRITANICO, AINA ALDEA CASTILLA 
LLANERA and FE JABADAN LORILLA whose pictures appear above, 
has an outstanding warrant of arrest duly issued by the Regional Trial 
Court Branch 67, Pasig City for Criminal Case Nos. 130056, 130054, and 
130057 respectively, indicated for Estafa committed against Virginia 


AINA ALDEA 


Interested candidates, please send your updated resumé to: 


Quezon Avenue corner No. 2 West 4th St., Quezon City 


E-mail: cecilpb@stpeter.com.ph Food, Inc. 
Or may personally apply at: 


St. Peter Life Plan Building 
Telephone No. 371-77-57 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Finance 
INSURANCE COMMISSION 
1071 United Nations Avenue 
Manila 


Head fe 
[rx on 
тв. SD 
Telos, 58848] m70 
rol di rcm ph 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies 
previously placed under conservatorship and/or 
receivership for cause by the Insurance Commission, 
are now due for liquidation, namely: 


Name & Address of Liquidator 
Ms. Teresita P. Gutierrez 
408 A. Evekal Building 
855 А. Amaiz Avenue 
Makati City 
Atty. John A. Apatan 
lo Insurance Commission 
1071 United Nations Avenue 
Ermita, Manila 


Insurance Company 
1. Rico General insurance 
Corporation 


2. Developmentinsurance 
& Surety Co. 


Parties having claims against these companies are 
hereby notified to file their claims under oath not later 
than six (6) months from the date of the last publication 
of this notice on December 23, 2007, or until June 
23, 2008, together with all supporting documents and/ 
or relevant proofs detailing the character, basis and 
amount of each and every claim, directly with the 
appointed Liquidator either personally or by mail, for 
consideration in their eventual liquidation, pursuant 
to pertinent provisions of the Insurance Code, as 
amended. CLAIMS FILED AFTER JUNE 23, 2008 
SHALL ONLY BE ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
REMAINING ASSETS, IF ANY, AFTER SETTLEMENT 
OF ALL CLAIMS SUBMITTED WITHIN THE SAID 
DEADLINE. 


EDUARDO T. MALINIS 


Insurance Commissioner 


ШЕРГЕ 


Ropubic of ne Pritopines 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EASTERN VISAYAS. 
Government Center, Candahug, Psio, (әуе 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Government of ma Priippsnes (GOP) nas received inan proceeds Irom Japan 
Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) for the implementation of the 
Scnstosomians Contra! component o he Help lor Catube Ар салала Acvancemant 
Project (HCAAP) in te munrpahties of Catubi and Las Navas, Norinern Samar 

The DOH-Easiem Visayas. trough the Biss and Awards Commatee (ВАС) now calis 
{or Io submesion of Later of nent 108) Lom poten! bidders ю арру for eigbity 
And aariing lor console services lor ho impiemantason ol tha prec, o wit 


1. Project Implementor ог Saat Survey (project duration - 4 months) 

2. Project implementar lor Prevalence Survey and Treatment (project duration 
2,4 monine) 

3. Project implementer for Health Promotion and Advocacy (project duration 
“2 manna 


interested consultants must submit thele LOIS and accomplished Eligibily 


‘wil Do evaluated on a “passat 
those thal are shoreisied wil bo ended io submi bid 


The ВАС shall draw up tne short ist of consultants Irom those who have submited 
Leners of infant and have been determined ss берш bath m accordance wth the 
provisions of Republic Act 9184 (RA 9184) and its Implementing Rulos and 
Roguisins Рап А (IRR-A). The shor lst of prospective bidders sh 

five (5) consonants. The citans and rating eysiem for shorting 


‘30% Applicable experience сі the consultant and its рала in 
[pint venturas (IN), considering both ine overall experiences: 
га the incvicual experiences of tha parcial and kay s 
ihe times when employed by ciher firms: 
40% Qualification of personnel who may be assigned to the job vis-a-vis 
frien! and compiexiy ol Ine onderiakung: and 
зох Currant молдова reve to capacity: 
Latter of inent and accomplished Екы Documents must be deiverad by hand. 
rough mai or lacerda fo the абоза Below on or bolore Decamber 28, 2007. 
А pre-bid conlerence will be conducted on January 18, 2008. Bidding will be 
Gorducted through open Compatimwe paring procedures as spectiod in iha IRA. 
Kot RA 9184 on February 5, 2008. In accordance wih IRR-A of RA 8184. only 
Bids from short sted consultants wil be opened. The process lor the еру 
Check is described in ie ЕЛ хуну Documents, in accordance min the IRR-A ol 
RA 9184 the contract wil ony be awarded to the Highest Raleg and Responsive 
lacer wno wes determined de suen dung ima post qualiicauon 
The PROCURING ENTITY shall evaloste bids using the Quality Based Evaluation 
procedure. The criteria and raling system for the evaluation of bids shall be 
Provided inthe Nong to өсе 
Tho contract shail be completed as specified per project duration, 
Exgbaty Documents shal be avatabie at DOH-Eastom Visayas ВАС Secrotaiat, 
upon submission ol a Later o intent and upon payment of а non-relundable amouni 
ЗЇ Pro200 00 io те DOH-Easiarn Visayas Cashier. би Documents wil be avatable 
15 shorisied Bidders upon payment ol a non-relundable amount of Php800.00. 
ilerested consultants may obtain further inlormation fom DOH-Easter Visayas, 
Government Center. Candahug, Palo, Leyte Irom 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
The DOH-Easier Visayas reserves the ight to rooct any and ай bids. annul the 
mg process, or nol award ine conac! al any lime pror 10 contract award. 
minout thereby incurring any kabit to ine alfected bidder or bidders 
DOH-EASTERN VISAYAS 
DA. MINERVA P. MOLON 
Bids and Awards Commitee Chair 
‘Government Center, Candahug. Palo, Leyte 


Emak adores: ena 
Website accross: m 


S yahoo.com 
‘ehd8.gov.ph 
(5) MINERVA P. MOLON, MD, MPH, FPPA 
AC Chaxperson 
Notes: 
1954) TEOGENES Р. BALUMA, MD, MHA, MOM, FPCHA 
Нава o! the Procunng Eny 
(Por Dee 73528.2007) 


CLASSIFIEDS ADVISORY 


To accept all ads, Classifieds 
Megamall Sales Office will be open 
on Monday, Dec. 24 and 
Monday, Dec. 31, 2007 


from 10:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. or call 
at 635-0219. Please place your ads 
before Dec. 25, 2007 and Jan. 1, 2008 
as we are closed on said dates. 


(01-December 22.2007) 


Any information leading to their immediate arrest will be rewarded. Please 
contact Tel. No.: (032) 344-8676 or 09209069631 


MANAGEMENT 
VIRGINIA FOOD, INC. 


Gey Republic of the Philippines 
ТЭ Department of Social Welfare and Development 
Constitution Hills, Quezon City 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 


The KALAHI-CIDSS Project of DSWD has received a technical assistance grant 

fromthe Japan Policy and Human Resources Development (PHRD) Facilly. The 

approved grant aims to develop a systematic approach to learning and knowledge 

sharing, trough the estabishment of municipal leaming networks and popularization 

ofthe Projects CCD (community-driven development) approaches, best practices. 

andlessonskeamed. 

Towards the above, the Projecisinviing NGOs (non-government organizations) 

to submit expressions ofinterestto be engaged as MUNICIPAL NETWORK NGO 

LEARNING FACILITATOR covering three (3) KALAHI-CIDSS-assisted 

municipales per region, located п Bicol (covering he municipalities of Minalabac 

and Garchitorena in Camarines Sur, and Sta. Elena in Camarines Norte, in 

Region 5), Visayas (covering the municipalities of Leyte, Tabango. and La Paz 

in Leyte, Region 8 and Mindanao (covering the municipalities of Midsalip, San 

Pablo and Alicia іп Region 9). NGOs may express interest in one or more 

Regons. 

Interested NGOs must be able to perform the following tasks of a Municipal Network 

NGO Leaming Faciitator: 

* Prepare one-year leaming actives implementation plan per municipal network 

* ^ Conduct feld work, data gathering, interviews and observations; design, faciitate 
‘and document focused group discussions and particpatory reflection sessions 
‘among communities; and develop the lessons drawn rom the reflection sessions 
Into brief naratves and stories of community experiences and lessons earned 
through the KALAH-CIDSS project 

* Based on lessons drawn rom the community reflection sessions, design and 
produce atleast 2 popularized IEC materials (e.g. calendar, community komiks, 
newsetter) communicating experiential lessons in community empowerment 
and good govemance shared by the communities 

+ Usingleads rom lessons drawn in the community reflection sessions, buildup 

mini-case studies and write case study reports, highighting empowerment and 

good governance-enhancing strategies and practices of KALAHI-CIDSS- 

assisted communities 

Train community volunteers in joint leaming and lessons drawing 

Conduct selectedinter-Tunicipal network lessons sharing activities 

Link up the municipal network with external networks of the NGO 

Perform other relatedtasks needed 

‘The assignment wil take one year starting February 2008, Copy of a detailed TOR. 

forthe assignment may be obtained from the DSWD office at the address below or 

the KALAHI-CIDSS website www kalahi dswd.gov.ph. 

NGO selection process. DSWD will prequalfy NGOs from those who have 

submited heir expressions of interest. NGOs that pass the prequaliication wil bo 

requested to submita Technical and Financial Proposal, based upon which DSWD 

wil draw up a short-istof NGO applicants. DSWD aims to select one NGO per one 

ormoreregon. 

‘APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 


1. Application letter of not more than 2 pages stating the qualifications of the NGO 
to perform the tasks required 
2. Copy of NGO organizational profile, official registration, management and 
saling. and шез inancal statement 
3. Complete information regarding any previous NGO assignment related to 
designing and conductng community leaming actives, specifically in the 
context of community-based or community-driven development 
4. Nameis of contact persons with complete contact details 
Interested NGOs must submit all of the above to Bids and Awards Committee 
‘Secretariat, 2nd floor, DSWD Central Office, Batasan Pambansa Complex, 
Constitution Hills, Quezon City, with telephone number 931-8101 loc 217 / 
951-7116 (fax) or by email to bacsec @dsud gov ph; dsmbacsec @yahoo.com 
‘on or before 10 January 2008. 
(Sgd.) DIRECTOR ARNEL В. GARCIA 
Vice-Chairperson, Bids and Awards Committee 


(PD - December 23,207) 


Canada In 3 mo 
Canada Go. approved їй 096. 


"WE OFFER PACKAGE + 
DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 
HOUSES and BUILDINGS 
717-1050 «092280818. 


TRAVEL & TOURS 


Room in Hongkon 
(852) 23117023 : 61473107; 
азма: Pinoy owned 
magit -nanana yahoo com 


Da tabs Ps 


Pasan event a 


роті speak engish yaya 
Diver Hg ий Cook ш 
142147 09186148960 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


сома. SPACE 298 NA PARANG: 
LEM СН. 092005079 87002 
ШЕ 


MOYOLA Grand 9175185092 
BBAT FMSI 14280 129M 
“AYALA GREENFIELD 72559m 
Phi Fav View сог 


И 278 274 ола 
(ANS nets 


Avall Big Discounts. 
BIRMINGHAM 
'nnrbiminghamph com 
Anlipolo, Cainta, Gen. Tras, 
Sen toleo  Mortaan 
As low P9,038.57/n0. 
Pagibig. Bank ппве Finance 
2900541/0518-5125524 
Brokers Welcome! 


Bago H а 1 Sale 
ТАВИ LicüStsr FRe400 sam 
5 BR Den, Biard Hal, Bar 7 
Taa, coat m, d 

2 йә раса, Sr, ала Meg, 
“ring, kichen, brasa! nook, 
Arao indoors B outdoor аву 
and stis, good bc. cated 

[5:77] 


теміреткі 


names 


LAB FABSm 36R 
P2.2M D. Buyer 8740332 


Now Lagarda Subd Bustos Bul 
29 very nice 08170227770 


NR LA SALLE TAFT FA200m' 
2542 Espila BNEW (ва STB 
төзз-0092 + 484-9990 


Cubao 1.8 225-Up BK MLA. NO 
DP os шщ О» 


CUBAO PISM 1080P туз to 
pay Us ен 09178867949 


ig ЗЕЛ dom 25ty 88K 
MA. NO DPI 09208236124 


Pasig seor dom? 2SUy ask 
MA NO DPI 0928-4496735 


ос Sikatuna Thes 4br w grg 
пе Alengo UP Ace Superman 
Cal 9215928 ; 09106496898 


RAYA GARDENS LIRY RESORT 
CONDOS TIN 2 икт Ti PAM 
REO 09267204170 


KINGSWOOD 7780M WPRKNG 
8520485/09173281715 


VETERANS viL PROM. 7 


#53 ARAMISMIS 57. 
DDUPLEKIG8 SOM «ан MALEN 
08178348790 


Ayala Wesgom Heights 
LOT SALE P 8350 na 351 
sam PHS 09280014060 


Baras 1.5H 1632-7759 
0918-6125534 Alg Rd 


KATARUNGAN VILLAGE 
NA. DAANGHARI GATE 300m" 
09204340464/09212215102 


Lakeshore 229m 09178227758 


LOT FOR SALE - sesso. 
STO. ММО MARIKINA 
CENTRO DE BUENVIAJE 
CALL 0021-5626454 


PINES GARDEN VILLAS 
BAGUIO LOT 277 sams. 
PS 00lsq /TeLET28940. 

Ning Munoz 0917-8004140 
Boy Munoz 0917-0420821 

Еа Cope 0018-9305629 


PUSH SALE! EAGLE AOGE, 
W 4 Goll Courses inside Subd 
Piin 4 (52409098 


EONO- SIVO DELUXE | 


wwwi.pLrproperties. com 
thedifh 1 
1638.05.05 638.18.88 


LE MIRAGE 
FEW UNIT LEFT! 


Aslowas 30% DP, 
19yrs. Bank t. 
рї Simo) 

Ready tor Occupancy 

[ur 7 штп 

панна 


RUSH SALE 

Lot 2¢7aqm. 723 Lunas St 
Bgy. Malamig, Mand ity 
Cel No. 08234179708 


звя Patricia ни TT өмі 


FOR RENT 


4158 Аша Towers Studio 
T. Sime Furnish Cal 
Myrna 8531045 


SALCEDO VILL 
(820092 + 8780082 CONI 


BRAND NEW 
CONDO IN 
FILINVEST, 
ALABANG 

THE MONDRIAN 
RESIDENCES 

Studio! 1BR/ 2BR. 

Look for Des: 

659-0681 to 83 

Direct Leasing only. 


VANS 9225702 9214535 
CARS FOR RENT 


Brew Civic 07 Vios 082525 


1% AUTOLOAN 788-0961 


1% Car Lending 6580140 
United Tree Car Loan Corp. 


1% CARLOAN 3726518 
1s Easy Cor Lan 125788 

1% EASY CARLOAN 5807759 
1% Sangla ur Cor бей 
1% wout taking car S013577 
19% Easy Car Loan 3748705 
1 ny cation 7558S 
узул си тшй 
(orang Car жетіл 
т WO тию ол лапон 
s wo Teng Car "азама 


‘Pe mioTaking Car 69554 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


CLASSIFIEDS . 


FOR LEASE 


‘Subic Amino Hightech Corporation 
is in need ot: 


1 MANAGER FOR LOGISTICS 


Crheria: - Graduate of any 4-year course 
At lezst 2 years experience in 


Interested applicants can submit their applications 
at 
Subic Amino Hightech Corporation 
28 Boton Lights and Science Park Bldg. 
‘Suble Bay Freeport Zone 
Telelax: (047) 252-7337 


STA.ELENA 


Sta. Rosa, Laguna 
Golf & Residential 


Notice Is hereby giventhat 
the estate of the ше 
CATALINA C. VILLARBA 
who died on May 14, 2007 
wes extrjudiialy semed 
among her here as per 
Doc. No. 73, Page 15 Book 
No. VI, Seres of 2007 
under Notary Public Atty. 
Hipolito Sahez of Pasig City 
(POcDos 123430, 207) 


Notes з меу given Bal the 
‘sti d beo SANTOS F. VERGA 
EE EE 
Bur tera a ри Doc B Page А. 
Boe байн ef 207 by бошу 
Pale шү еп Pangsabandl 


Pasg ony. 
gu. Dee па ж жу 


Notice is hardy given that the 
estate of EMLIANA E. TAM- 
ZON a parc ot and Lot 10 Bik 
100433 CERO REC No. 
76727 TCT No. T2808 contain- 
ing an area of 154sqm sisted 
at Sio Neo Marikina Cty has 
bean enrajudicisty зше: 
лыла among ме chren 
as por Doc No. 386 Page NG. TO 
Book No. 392 Series of 2007 
beoe Мову Pubie Му 
Ramon H. Clemente ot Quezon 
Cy PTR но. 0084930 1-247 
(РО. December 23. 30, 2007 
nd January 62008) 


Homes from 9M 
8872390/09209118105 
www.staelena.com.ph 


A VERY ESTABLISHED 
BUSINESS FOR SALE 


FOUR (4) RESTAURANTS 
INCLUDING BUSINESS RIGHTS; W/ 
ACCOUNTING & INVENTORY 
SYSTEMS; FULLY EQUIPPED; 
PERFECT LOCATIONS; VERY GOOD 
INTERIOR DESIGNS; EXCELLENT 
AMBIENCE & VENUE FOR ANY 
OCCASION; FOR INTERESTED 


LI ima Bat Bo 
ши а бе ate PORTA ШАШ. 
TBASETA was marcial зиз 
bya sas Per Doc No 90 Page 
Ho 1 Sok NY Seres ol 2087 
By Маву Райс Мү A 
Маша d шалы CN 
[rr] 


CONDO 28A sak FF 11250 
CLASICA TWA MAKATI 
BT28420-8186820-8128420 


CONDO 281 FF Nh BAGUIO 
ENTRY CLUB BAGUIO 8138420 
18138420*8106020 


CONDO TAGAYTAY 288 FF 


aaa: 752082 CONI 
(ges Су тш 28R 278 tring 
Sf. 0921-9870268 Cya, 


Visayas Ave зм 20 tear One 
lays Ser тшш бшш 
932-7317 0917-8582368 


BR ш. POL шишти 


EASTGEN AIRPORT APARTEL 
Sng ea ele BET 


eS Neca 56 1525 


WD тт NARRA TOO 2528558 


PERSONAL LOANS 5263197 


‘QUICK LOAN 0917-7995123 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


€ 
SONDO/TWESE/ 
FOR SALE/LEASE 


Eastwood Су  38R2SR 
[o * 7250001 


‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


L300 96 Versa Van Diesel id 
ЕГЕТ ДЕСІ 


Pajaro злот 08178227788 


RYKEROLL 
RENT. VAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818116 / 1964211 
909213497110 


"BERYLLE CARS! 
Araneta near Al Mal Cubao 
Finance Tn sot Rantai Pajero 
Trooper MU Salari ipsum 
Regus RVR Odyssey Nosh 
Mitral MPV лауа Brand 
Caravan Pressage Largo Sere- 
ma Sur! Suzuki 
EI Сиш 46 wheel ote 
(4391117 ; 09220379553 


29 woTaling Car 9685303 


‘erat taking csr 7202700 


BUIAAD TBLE этар юшин 


YAMAHA GRAND & UPRIGHT 
PIANOS: TERMS -17213124 


DOG TRAINER 4525963. 


BUY + SELL «PAWN 


3455 WATCHES, LX BAGS 


sec [ndo шев 
Qu 796 | 


МЕ BUY at HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
MS а HERS Watch Canter 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorletta-2, Makati 
596583. 597041 
0017-8473744 


СЕКЕР 


ROTSSERE FOOD WARMERS 
POS STAINLESS COUNTER 
SK DC MARVEL COMCS 
8520485 09173201715 


Маса в hereby gvon Pat ma 
‘sale cl io ше NORBERTO 
TAN was exraecioaly завей 
by heis as per Doc. No. 015; 
Paga No. 4: Book No. XXVI. 
Seres of 2007 Боско Noam 
Раз Aty. Jose V. Миома of 


Pasig ay. 
(POrDec 9, 16 & 23,2007) 


PARTIES CALL MS. VICKY AT 0927- 
909-7765; OR MS. LONG AT 0917- 
807-0244; 0915900-6395. 


Notice ls hereby given that 
"ne estate c te ше 
REMEDIOS C. BANOT was 
exirajuciciatiy sented By the 
"eis as per Doc. No. 75; 
Page No. 14 Book No. 10: 
Seres of 2007 By Notary 
Pub Ay, Arthur A. 
Сазан of Сау of Manta 
(PDbDec. 418732007) 


Marikina Heights 
FOR SALE 


3,300 sq.m. 
at P4,500.00 per sq.m. 


Direct buyers only 


(0: 5210865 / 526-7588 


Notes з hereby gwen 


EMPLOYMENT That the estate of me 

OPPORTUNITIES | = мси: Reves 

_ОРРЕТОНТИЗ__ | дсустм was 

extrajudicial sened 

Роде 816823, 207 тін sale of property 

oreo uanrauosec vecse | among his ers per 
тәйыншиытеатғығ: | бос. No. 60; P 

Hote by дел cl to oss © Book No. It; Series 


of Enige Т. ee, Be. 
Sock Сөзін No. 637 for S8 
stares, No. 1019 for 2284 tres, 
No. 18 fr 87 shares, No. 1057 
ler 3327 shares aed NG. 1078 tor 
BRATS shares, asd on January 
эв. Apel 4, 1995, AE 
TES Rena 2, 187, ке 
anay 17, Ж. "1 
in бе пале of Rosta Yo. New 
stock creas «йы sued 
тше зи он исе coetus 
Ио comest received by Evie 
Т. Yuchaneo, c. ма De 
eglamentary period. 


542007 belore Notary 


Public Dellin Я 
Agcaoili, Jr. of Quezon 
тайт ISO 12022004 ект мот | Cay 


JoB- 


Get 


орта СО. needs: 
‘SALES MANAGER, MED REPS 


VACANCY: HOUSE OF REPS. 
LEG. CTTEE. SECRETARY 


penami cree on ow | MOPE 
RUGS 508 тем #755001 
Мы kaman иеле se | EXPOSUT'C 
PAÍIMGIOVONIO не TRANNG CAREER 
Soccer SERVICE PROFESSIONAL for your 
pod d. 
ETE Kr: ай. 
kana aaa ee 
Advertise in 
JobMarket 
ugmonannmg.. | Libre Inquire 
ое дса nem Gas | 41897-8808 
ШЕТТЕН Ls 
есиме App @ Kort 
pama 


Christmas bonus 
only discretionary 
but 13th month 
pay is mandatory 


08178101881 8821008 ALL WAGE AND SALARY WORKERS IN THE 
country are entitled to the 13th month pay as 
FTW CONSIGN itant Ki Teen mandated by law but not the Christmas bonus 


Adult 


wear09178830002 


which is only discretionary on the part of employ- 
ers, the Department of Labor and Employment 
(Dole) said. 

Labor and Employment Secretary Arturo D. 
Brion cited Presidential Decree 851 issued by late 
President Marcos on Dec. 16, 1975 requiring all 


RESTO ROY TO OPERATE employers to give their rank and file workers a 
Сот Congressional QC — 13th month pay regardless of the nature of their 


employment. 

Brion said the decree, which has the force of 
law, provides that the 13th month should not be 
less than the monthly basic salary of the worker, 
and should be given to workers not later than 
December 24 of every year. 

Тһе 13th month pay is different from the 
Christmas bonus, Brion said noting that workers 


BUYING ROLEX 
SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
726968740917-8884040 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 


WEST VISAYAS STATE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 
“Jaro, loto Ciy, Philipinas 
"Tel No. 3202431 
Fax No, (083) 3202623 
Email address: univhospG follo.net 


PHC Accredited Heil Care Provider” 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The WEST VISAYAS STATE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER invites bidders to 
apply or eligity and o Bi for the folowing toms, 


CL Di 
Ес 
ее E P бөй 
LI | mon. ! Documents ав& 

| кен 

Fierent | маз | Pártmnco [Dec 25 2007 

E E E 
E E 
A зом» 


Presser DN D 


rx 
E] 


ma 


CI 
| 


i | } П {= 
‘Tha BG documen жағы айа at West Visayas State Unvarly Moda 
Senter BAG Sacral 


The Pre-Bid conference shal be heid al Procurement Unt Conference Room Second 
Foor ботону Bulang. Wesi Visayas State Univers Macca! Cana, E. oper 
St, tar, Toto Cy. 
Tho vale o the prospecive bidder's largest singlo contract completed мініп the 
desi rn) veas and өліп o ihe cono o Os Dd muti bs a asa ANY paani 
боз) o e approved budget for he contacto be bd 

ls bidders shal submit one (i) original а three (3) copios ot her duly accomplished 
Жарау requremerts, воласа are талса proposals in Inre (3) seperate seared 
ervelopes hese envelopes shall en be ancosed In опе single anvelope & 
жалма o WVSU Medal Caner. E Loper St. Jao, lolo iy. 
For more irformation, please cal e BAC Secretariat. West Visayas Stale University 
Medai Genter Procurement Un at telephone number (039) 22024911030 csl 
En 
Wiest Vayas Sut уау Meical Genter reservas ронан any рлу 
in e resporses o Пе eiqbiy requrements end lo his later, Wetl Visayas 
Sine Universtiy модо Genisrhuther reserves the righi 10 refec! any and al 
proposals, or declare a eture lng, ог not award hé contra, and aes no 
йшагсв hat conrad shat oe entered Imo e а result 0 his vation 


Approved by: 


(Sod) PATRICIA P. TUPAS, D.D.M 
harman, ВАС 


ити Dec 18 205) 


Republ ol ha Phippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


Regional Office No. IV-A 
Sd Fi, Andenson Big. , Bry. Parian, Calamba City 


December 23, 2007 
NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have 
filed with this Regional Office application/s for Alien Employment Permits. 


Name and Address | 
of Company Employer. 
1. MURATA ELECTRONICS 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Laguna Technopark, 
Bin, Laguna 
PHILIPPINES MANSHO, INC. | 
FGE, Brgy. Langkaan, 
Dasmariñas, Cavite 
INOVUS PHILIPPINES 
TECHNOLOGY, INC. 
Laguna Technopark, 
Biñan, Laguna 

i. UAM PHILIPPINES, INC. 
FPIP, Tanauan Cty 


Name of Foreign 

| Nationaliitizenship 

| tr. Tomoo Okumural 
Japanese 


Position 
President 


Mr, Hiroshi Sasaki! 
Japanese 


Japanese Staff 
(Consultant) 


Mr. Kheng Jin Teoh! 


Branch Manager 
Malaysian 


Mr. Yasuyuki Isodal 
Japanese 


President 


| 
I you have any informationobjection to thg@Bbve-mentioned 
applications please communicate wih the Reglongi Director. 
қ 
SUNG 


hoo sri sa. besom 
Regional Directoy 


ATTY. nb 


(PD-Decenber 23.2007) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


E 


BRN 


Notice is hereby given to the public that 
MR. JULIAN CESAR C. EUSTAQUIO whose 
picture appears above, is no longer connected 
with OUR LADY OF FATIMA UNIVERSITY, 
effective October 23, 2007. 


Any transaction entered into by Mr. Eustaquio 
for and in behalf-of Our Lady of Fatima 
University will not be honored effective the 
abovementioned date. 


THE MANAGEMENT 


(PDI-Dec. 23, 2007) 


METRO BAGUIO PROPERTIES FOR SALE 


1. Baguio ambiance 50 years ago - only 13 km from session 
road. 
а. 15 hectare lot good for high end residence or 
retirement village. 
b. Smaller lots at 1000 sq.m. area 
‘All the above lots are pine covered forests. 
с. For your ist or 2nd home 7 km. from session road 
— very good view near the strawberry and flower 
farms. 


For information call: 0918-9418659 


should not confuse the former with 
the bonus. 

He clarified that the Christmas bo- 
mus is not part of the benefit man- 
dated by law although employers 
may also grant their workers bonuses 
ontop of the 13th month pay depend- 
ing on their discretion and the CBA 
(collective bargaining agreement) 
and other agreements they may have 
entered into with the workers group. 


The workers can only ask the 
management to grant them Christ: 
mas bonus which is discretionary on 
the part of the employer, Brion said. 

He stressed, however, that all 
wage and salary workers should re: 
ceive the 13th month pay and report 
to the nearest Dole office those em: 
ployers who are unable to pay them 
the 13th month pay on or before 
Dec. 24. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 


Republic of the Philippines 
pa, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
wa National Capital Region 
DY int! Вю, 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St, Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office application/s for Alien Employment Permits- 


‘Name and address of 
Company/Employer 


PHIL. BEST LIFE 4U CORPORATION 
Bic 19 Lot4 Aguirre Ave. BF Homes 
Parahague Ciy 


PHIL.BEST LIFE 4U CORPORATION 
Вк. 19 Lot 4 Aguirre Ave, BF Homes 
Parañaque Ciy 


TELUS INTERNATIONAL Neeraj Kumar Thakran 
PHILIPPINES, INC. Indian 

ЗИЕ Discovery Center, 25 ADB Ave., 

Ortigas Centor, Pasig Cay 


GAMINGWEBJNC, 
TI, Yuchengco Tower, 
PCBC Plaza, Ayala Avenue, Makati ily 


SUN LIFE OF CANADA, 
(PHILIPPINES) INC. 

16, Tower 2, The Enterprise Center, 
6766 Ayala Avo, Makati City 


Name of Foreign Position 


NationaUChizenahip 


Hesjung Chung 
(мю Kim) 
Korean 


Changho Kim 
Korean 


SCANILO TRADING CORP. 
йт. 309 Кт Su Ching Bldg., 
478 Sto Cisto St, Binondo, Manta 


‘SCANILO TRADING CORP. 
Rm. 309 Kim Sui Ching Bidg., 
473 Sto. Cristo St Binondo, Manila 


SCANILO TRADING CORP. 
Ят, $09 Kim Sui Ching Bldg, 
478 Sto. Cislo St, Binondo, Manila 


‘SCANILO TRADING CORP. 
Вл 309 Kim Sus Ching Big.” 
478 Sto. Cristo 31, Binondo, Manila 


SCANILO TRADING CORP. 
Fm. 309 Kim Sui Ching Bldg, 
473 Sto. Сёзю St, Binondo, Manila 


UNITED OVERSEAS BANK 
PHILIPPINES 

ЛЕ Pac Star Bldg, Макай Ave. 

«or. Sen. G Puyat Ave, Makati Ciy 


WITHPHIL SECURITY AGENCY 
‘CORPORATION 

G-0170 Quirino Ave, Tambo, 
Parahague Ciy 


AUSENCO ASIA PTY LTD 
ЗР Ruina Bid. 6764 Ayala Ave., 
Makati iy 


AUSENCO ASIA PTY LTD 
ЭЕ Rufino Bldg, 6784 Ayala Ave., 
Makati iy 


 AUSENCO ASIA PTY LTD 
ЭЕ Rufino Bog, 6784 Ayala Ave., 
Makati Ciy 


JOB INTL CONSULTANCY AND 
MANAGEMENT ING. 

BF Ат107, 780 House, 

386 Magallanes St, Iramuros, Manila 


S.J. LANDINC.. 
ТӘР Insular Lile Сор. Center, 
Insular Drive, РОС, Alabang, 
Mundiupa City 


YUAN HAI TRADING CO. LTD. 
473 Si. Casio SL, Binondo, Manila 


KPI ELEVATORS INC. 
King's Cour 869,1, Pasong Tamo St. 
ох. dela Rosa Si, Макай Cty 


TOP AMUSEMENT TECHNOLOGY 
INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
220 Burgundy Corporate Tower, 

‘No, 252 Sen. Gi Puyat Ave., Makati Cty 


TOP AMUSEMENT TECHNOLOGY 
INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
ФЕ Burgundy Corporate Tower, 

No. 252 Sen Gi Puyat Ave. Makati Ciy 


1001 TRADING INTL CORP. 
Unt 901 Мейса Plaza Big. 

25 San Miguel Ave., Origas Center, 
Pasig Ciy 


JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
(PHILIPPINES), INC. 
Edison Road, Bo. Ibayo, 
Parahaque Ciy 


BHULLER 8 FRIENDS TRADING 
COMPANY 

87 J. Basa St, Pedro Cruz 

San Juan Ciy 


MANJKI LENDING & TRADING СО. 
6 Mapayapa Vilage Cond., 
Pulang Lupa, Las Piñas Ciy 


EROOM PHILIPPINES INC. 
Unt E, GIF Highway 54 Plaza, 
986 Slandlord St. cor. EDSA, 
Mandaluyong City 


LEY GOOD MIX CONCRETE CORP. 
1688 Eisco Road, Ibayo Tipas, 
Taguig Ciy 


Wan-Chun Chang Шао General Manager 
Chinese 


М you have any information/objection to the above mentioned applications 
pen cos ipsi кети Pg ей 


(POI-Decemberz3 2007) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. - 


CLASSIFIEDS 


“@ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 
December 11, 2007 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Republic of the Philippines: 
Repair of 300 MVA Power Transformer (T2) of Dolores Substation 
IRZ-07-29492] 
(кеме Supply o Labor. Tons, Materiais ang Equipment 


Corporate Budget of 
FORTY MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS (PHP 
being the Approved Budget for tne Contract (ABC) to pay 
Sonifac oc ina Repair 2 300 NVA Power Yranstormer (12) cf Dolores 
SGhotallon Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automaticaly 
rejected 
Transco now invites Bia Irom eile деге forthe Repair of 200 MVA 
Power Transformer (T2) of Dolores Substation, The dureton othe contact 
fe Seven (7) Months. The description of an sige Bidder is contained in 
Sector iol ne Boang Documents ire 
Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking а simiar project 
‘tun кө asi naen (15) yeas wi 
project or bisang, and hayo koy 
Under purchase) avaliable for the prosecution ol d 
"ium equipment requirement la dated in ne Elgin Documents 
ааа wil ba conducted trough open competitiva bidding procedures sing 
Bos-dücretonary pasada леа as speciad in Ie тогото Rules and 
Regulations Par А (IRR-A) o Republ AG 9164 (R'A 9184), theres known 
Sa “Goverment Procurement Relorm Act. and ta төрле to iino 
lizensscle proprtorsipe,organzatons with ar least sixty percent (00%) 
intrest or outstanding серігі ices balonging to ога о! o Phippines end 
tocizensororganiatons ol a country the laws ог regulations o which grant 
Sir пум or prvieges 0 ‚дл cens. rursus to Republ Act 5153 
(HA. 5189) and suec to Commonwaain Aci 138 (C.A 138), Only Bids нот 
Bidders whe pasa hne арту check wil be opened: The process or te 
tigi check is desorbed in Secon ol ine Bisang Documents, ITS. The 
iddar win the Lowest Calculated Bid (LOB) shall advance tothe post- 
патоло stage m order a tiny мег responsiveness ot he 22 с. 
алака! ала Ianca reguamentssttno project The cones shal than be 
worded lo ine Lowest Caleintd ang Response Biodar (LOAD) who was 
olor as such Quang ihe post-quatication procedure. 
interested Bidders may obtain lurther Inlormaton om TransCo and inspect 
the lasing Documents le adress ger below Irom 8:00 a.m: t0 5:00 pm. 
‘ring morang caya staring December 17 2007. 
A completo sat o! Bidding Documents may be purchased by inierasiad Bidders 
trom the address below and upon payment ata nonrelundabia 
amount of PHP 2100000 The method o! payment wa e on cash basa Oniy, 
ho Basing Documents shal Ya received personaly oy he prospectus Bieder 
сга avinerizea represantatve, 
Transco wi oi s Pre-io Conlerencs to ai inierested parios on January 8, 
2000 at 1:30 p.m, a] he Training Center Suiting, National Transmisor 
Gerporstion, оне Center, Quezon Avenue corner Agham Road. Diliman, 
isson Cay. йш 
Bias ала efi requirements must be delivered 1o ne address below on or 


Of the Bidding documents or an equivalent 
amount in a freely convertible currency. Late Bids shall nol be accepted. 

Bid opening shall be on January 23, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. at the Training Co 
Buiging. National Transmission Corporation, Power Genter, Quezon Avenue 
comer Agham Road, Dilan, Quezon City Philippines. 

Bids wit be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose 
to attend athe said address 

The bidding is also open to loraign bidders 
described in Clause 3 abovo and in the Bidang 
TransCo reserves the righ! to accept or reject any Bid, to anr 
process, and to reject ай Bids a! any lime prior to contract e 
{hereby incurring any Пару o ће atlected Bidder or Bidders. 


Mr. A. D. NABONG 


иһ eligibility requirements 
Documents. 


(690: Atty. NOEL Z. DE LEON 
Charman, Biós 8 Awards Commute 


Deparment 
SECONDARY EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT 
"AND IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (SEDIP) 
National Project Management Office (NPMO) 
F Per, Bonifacio Buking, беред Complex мегысо Ave- Pasig Cy 
‘Telephone Non E30 30-22 631-067 Totes No. 35 2026 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


+ Decomber 6, 2007 
Loan No. : PH-P200 


Tho Republ of he Phiipinas tough tha Deparment of Education (DepED) has 
сөте а cao гол ma Japan бала татавага! Сосо (JBI), aoanasa 
"Inancing the cost сі Secondary Education Development and 


The Dision BAC reserves the right о rojoct any or a bis, o waive any informally 
бегеп and award the Купала packages fo one or more bidders, 


(Бо) Sarah T. Аройо (Sg) Maura F. Pait 
DBAC Chatperson DBAC Crarperson 
Laya Guimaras 
(Sos) CarmattoR. Felix 
DBAC Co Crarpamon 


Surigao el Sor 
Pok-Dee 1623.200, 


PHILIPPINE OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT ADMINISTRATION 
(оға) 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The PHILIPPINE OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT ADMINISTRATION (POEA). throughs 
‘ds and Award Commtee (ВАС) vts quatied agencies, businesses and suppers) 
<atrowtors о зору lor egy and lo ба lor Iho ісім sonas and оте bol or 
{he calendar yon 2008. 


‘Quaid зде forthe securty servicos, janitorial services and administrative personnel, 
‘rust be at ans o (8 your tte business of proving such serica. 


aaraw Boast 
ating or ie 
Em 


тазы 


гга 5 
Tam ізет 


PEER san 11,2008 


2om- 3pm | “Zon Som" 


жұтады” | Doc 28,2007 | Jan 11.2008 


ЕСЕЛІКТІ 


‘The Bigibany and Bid Documents shal bo avaliable at e BAC Secretariat, зоо Blas 
F. Opie Во. Ortigas comer EDSA, Mandaluyong CAY. 027219481: Р 027243724; 
‘ster paymani lor he Engoiy and Bl Documents. Only biddors wha have purchased 
‘be Еу ала Bk Documents hal b alge попоп he Pre-Bid Conferenco and 
artesa ina being process. 


At particulars roatve lo Elly Salomon! and Screening, Bid Securty, Peformance 
Securty, Presiddng Conlorence, Evaluation of Bis, Рой. Quaiicaton and Award ol 
Contac sal be governed by the partner provisions of R.A. 9184 andi Implementing 
Files and Regulator (IRR-A) ав amended. 

Tho соба o ВАС activities ae ав fotows: 

For Drinking Water with НАС Dispenser: 


BAC Activities 
Т. Racepl Trom prospective iors of Later: 


BAG Activities 
T Recsii Tom prospective Daders ol ators 
Tinton (LOI iting Applicaton 

for Ergibity ang 10 Be 
[2 "issuance і дону ang Ба Documents 
3— Pro o Contoranco, 
4. посо and Opening TENGEN 
‘bra Bed Documents 


January 17, 2008, Tiam 


For Janitorial Services: 
ВАС Activites 

T- RacsciVom prespociva badang ol Taio 
9 intent (LOI inucing Appcaion lor 
Bagay and обо 

Z issuance ol Egon nd Ба Documanig 

3. Prou Солоха. 

4. Receipt end Opening EI 
and Ва Docume 


For Security Services: 
БАС Activities 
T. Recap fom prospecive овет oT Lolas 
nion (LOI исар Appicanon tor 
Egay and o Bs 
inco of Bigayang B Document 
Pres Comer. 
‘Recast end Opening орову 
эса Sa Documents. 


“Schedule 
`Бесәтоог 17,2007 


Dacombor 17,2007 
ecenber 28, 2007, Эрл 
January 17,2008, pm 


‘The POEA assumes no оролу whalsoover io compensate or nderil bidders for 
any expences incurred nto proparaton ol har BS. 


‘Approved by: 


(Sod) ATTY. HANS LEO J. CACDAC 
Charpersón 


Republic of the Philippines. 
PROVINCE OF SORSOGON 


INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 
Dui December 23 27 
eno SP OA 6 Sand 
Mero Loan No sg PH 
тпа Government oi те Pins ras receios lan lom e isan ark Reconsincton 
and Dover ovr те гон а Leeni более Fare ang Dover ad raso 
жотал т лр o cove sqb ayres ure Та Conrac! Ior no Conse nd Repair 
rest Fate Package 3, 4$ and 6. Big open ien пот a sto 
ves а аге? e те Gnosis Poneman лди ERO Loans an DA Credis 
Ta Provincia! Goverment Sorsogon mes sas om oig bia sources lere Conon 
ara Rea relier 
кари 
71 oret Bacon RMU and Corson Bin Fay Saco Disiet, Sorsogon Cy 
2 Conca ety Fi aan RU 
3 Coena Banag ayers Ott Hope 
Е] 
1 алла Banag Fay Bn микан 
2. Compton ol OPD Butang and Солатаопс Serle Cinco adea 


коюш 
Corneson o Вити Радан Si. Magee, Sorsogon 


2 Bing аюутөо mayb parasa saning December 24, 2007 ВАС Ofen, РОО Bug 

Capitol Compound Sorsogon Ciy sen paynerila ro unde асі Four Thousand Pasos 
|e 4.0009 oresch package өзланп та aeiy comer arate rata ban. 
ejm илме отш dre sara aces 


Basta eval iora parod ol nce (50) days ahr bis орел эл masi be corpas d 


ами о can cra cack bara paras ots art a conventio orercy nd hat 
feces юва BAC Ofc, PESO Buting Capo Compound Sorsogon Cty on or bfore 
lanzar 22. 2008, 1000 AM и nen ита ay та оборот ia унала ci a Bases wno 
pr 
Tra Badaru me Loses Сасе Bd LCB) ч олсе oie ost quicaon stage aar 
о тай daro ts sponses Ра aia and лса пазат спорова, Tte 
‘conta srat теп be evaroa lo he Loves Causis Respon Bua (LCRB] who was 
‘ures is nen Gorg pos quaeaton Ta Estimate Project Cost sabre в: 
Package: Ten Milon One Hundred Twenty Soven Thousand Two Hundred Fity Two Pesps 
and 30100 (Pp 1012725239) 
Тел tion Two Hundred Thy Thousand Nia Hundred лу Mino Pasos and 
Sanoo Prp 1029095864) 
‘Eevan ion Seven Hundred Seventy One Thousand Five Hundred nay Fiva 
Pesos and 93/100 Pho 117718589) 
Thirteen Моп Three Hundred Tay Seven Thousand Four Hundred Thin 
Savon and 287100 Pp 133243729) 
‘Ape siccanerence wi be nit 100 A M, Јапану 208a те BAC Off, PGSO Buang 
(apt! Compound Sorsogon Cy. 
(Sot) OSCAR F.RMANES 


BC Cramar 
ССД 


Matuyatuya National 
HS Batch 82 
Grand Reunion 


SJA’s Baliktanaw 
Reunion 


AFTER 21 YEARS, sis, 3rd Floor Gallery, 
don'tyouwanttoremi- Aurora Blvd., Quezon 
MATUYATUYA NA- Please join and par- nisce all the fun and City (near Broadway 
tional High School ticipate in this blissful nerve-wrecking memo- Centrum). 

Batch '82 of Matu- and meaningful occa- ries? An enjoyable night 
yatuya, Marinduque sion, and reminisce the Come and see your of 80's music, gift giv- 
will hold its grand good old days with its batchmates once ing, exciting games, 
reunion with a former classmates. For again! St.JamesAcad- and major raffle and 
theme "25 years Ма more info, call the fol- ету, Malabon Batch surprises await you! 


PCCHS Batch 63 
45th Reunion 


THE PHILIPPINE guna. 

College of Com- ^ For inquiries 
merce High School’ and reservation, 
Batch "63 an- please call Vilma 
nounces its forth- Contreras at cell 
coming 45% Anni- p h o n e 
versary Reunion (0 09163477805, 
be held from Jan. Deanna Harry- 


In the ad of DOLE-NCR published on December 18, 2007, the names 
Of the following foreign nationals 


SHULLER A FRIENDS TRADING COMPANY завы Singh Deol 
#71 Basa St, Paro Cruz, San Juan Cay 
MANII LENONG E TRADING CO, 

(ieee i Can. Pg ya, 


Loan Olies 


алови 


ROOM PHILIPPINES NC. 
Unt E GF номау t Paa, 
386 Sando S cor. EOSA, 
Mandaluyong Cty 


Po Kami" on Friday, lowing: Joey Valenzuela "86 witing all For confirmation, 25t027,2008at B a ja r, 
LEY GOOD MIX CONCRETE CORP. Wan-Chen ChangLiao Gane Manager Dec. 28 а! at 0919-5241406 and Alumni for the “Balik call Arnold at 447- theGrand УШа Ае. 09178915116, or 
7688 Eco Road, Ibayo Tas, Taguig Cy. Chinese Matuyatuya Na- Leo Fidelino at 0909- Tanaw Reunion" on 2525 or mobile (0918- DUM Belma ^ Orca, 

inadvertently omitted. Said names are Inserted in today's | | Чопа! High School. 3586560. Dec. 29, 5 p.m. at Oa- 9379587). зіп Bay, La- 09179815848. 


advertisement. 


ies SEND YOUR RESUMES INSTANTLY verus www Jobmarketonline.com 
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“Where, o death is your victory? 
‘Where, о death, is your sting? 

But thanks be to God! He gives us Ме 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


CLEMENCIO Q, PENA 


“Dad” 


(April 16, 1930 -- December 21, 2007) 


His loving wife Angela “Bing”, children Abby, 
Butch & Frances, Mike & Marlene, Eric & Rio, 
Rona & Manny, Jay & Elen, grandchildren 
Kelsey, Matthew, Paul, Isiah, brothers Teddy & 
Angelo, in-laws, cousins, other relatives and 
friends, request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


Dad's remains will temporarily lic in state on 
December 22-24 at the Christ the King Chapel B. 
Greenmeadows Subd., Q.C. and will be transferred to 
Puerto Princesa City at the later date. 


Interment in Palawan to be announced later. 


— ig 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


OBITUARIES 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 


Ап Toying Memory of 


DR. MANUEL G. ALCARAZ 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on December 20, 2007 at the age of 79. 


His loving wife, children, grandchildren, 
other relatives and friends request your 
prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Christ the King 
Chapels in Greenmeadows, Quezon City. 


Cremation willbe today, December 23, 2007, 
9:00 a.m., at Loyola Memorial Park 
Crematorium, Marikina City. 


ATTY. ALIPIO “ALY” B. MORABE 


Joined his Creator on December 21, 2007 
at the age of 72. 

His bereaved wife CONNIE, children AL, 

LEE (t), PIO, JEAN and JOY, sons-in-law, brother 

LOY and wife MEDING, grandchildren 


MARVYN, TONETTE, JOEY and JENNY, relatives 
and friends request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at Chapel 3A of 
Nacional Memorial Homes, G. Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City 

Interment will be announced later. 


ES 


Message of Uipreciation 


We, sisters Nancy А. Perez. Mary A. Garcia, Charito A. Corpus. 
nephews and nicces ofthe late 


Wivina “Web” O. Armenia 


who joined her Creator on December 2, 2007, wish to express our heartfelt 


gratitude to ай those who offered masses, prayed. kept vigil and who in 
countless other ways condoled with us in our days of bereavement. 


MATILDE G. FRANCO 


Peacefully joined our Lord on December 7, 2007 
at the age of 98, al the Washington Hospital 
in Fremont, CA. 

She is survived by her loving husband Jose. C. Franco of 
their 68 years of marriage and children Remy Gordon 
(husband Glen) and Bobby Franco (wife Gloria); 

5 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren. 


Please pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


“Even when | walk through a dark valley, | feel no harm. For you are 


at my side, your rod and staff give me courage...” Psalm 23:4 


People, Events Products 


Tomorrow, December 24, is the 1st death anniversary of 
BELOVED SON, BROTHER, Grandson, Nephew, Cousin, FRIEND 


SIDNEY ISHMAEL HERMOSISIMA SANTOS 


Sid's Friends and Loved Ones are INVITED to a10 a.m. Special Mass, tomorrow, Dec. 24th 
at Forbes Crypt Bldg. #3 where SIDNEY is interred. 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for SIDNEY tomorrow, December 24, 2007: 
Sanctuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati 5:00am 
Makati Medical Center Chapel, Makati City .. 1040 pm 
Greenbelt Chapel, Greenbelt Park, Legazpi Village, Makati 800 pm 
Sto. Niño Church, Cebu City 8:00am 
Sacred Heart Church, Cebu Ci 600 pm. 
St. Jerome & Sta. Susana Parish, Ayala Alabang. 11740 pm 
St. James the Great Parish, Ayala Alabang, 830 рт 
Parish of ће Resurrection, Phi, BF Homes, Paranaque 65am 
Presentation of the Child Jesus, РАЗ, BF Homes, Parañaque 65am 
Mary Mother of the Church, BF Resort, Las Pinas City 
Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Philam Vill, Las Piñas City 
Mary Immaculate Parish, Moonwalk, Las Piñas City 
Queen of Peace Church, Bacolod City 


Isuzu makes Christmas merry with 2008 Alterra 


ISUZU PHILIPPINES CORP PLAYS 
good ol" Santa this Yuletide season 
as the diesel authority unwraps the 
best gift you can possibly give your 
family: the 2008 Alterra sport-utili- 
ty vehicle. As cliche as it may sound, 
the best just got even better as Isuzu 
upgrades the tried-and-tested Al- 
terra by equipping it with addition- 
al new features that you'd love to 
see sitting under your Christmas 
tree. 

Chief of these new features is a 
much-improved in-car entertainment 


given a classier look with а European- 
themed design. More significantly, 
these mirrors are now power-folding 
for added convenience when navigat- 
ing narrow spaces. The drivers side 
view is also equipped with a wide-an- 
gle mirror for better visibility. 

Getting inside, meanwhile, has been 
made more luxurious and more expe- 
dient as the 2008 Alterra now comes 
with a transmitter-integrated key that 
allows for keyless entry-a feature nor- 
mally found on high-end luxury vehi- 
Чез. And once inside, you will notice 


“We wish to reward all those who 
have been good this year with an ex- 
cellent SUV that will make every day 
feel like Christmas,” said IPC president 
Кей Takeda. “Even those who have 
been a little naughty are free to test- 
drive the 2008 Alterra at their nearest 
Isuzu dealership.” 

The available colors for the 4x2 are 
alpine white, sterling silver, dune gray, 
pearl silver and starry black. The colors 
for the 4x4 are starry black, sterling sil- 


М. 


THANK YOU for your prayers for the eternal repose of our Darling SIDNEY's soul. 


NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES RECENTLY 
celebrated its 151 year anniversary under The 
Heritage Park and Rosehills Memorial Man- 
agement (Phils.) Inc (RMMI) in simple cer- 
emonies held at its office and chapels located 
оп б. Araneta Ave. in Quezon City. During the 
event was Nacional Memorial Homes general 
manager Tony Quiogue and his staff who wel- 

comed guests and friends from the local me- 
morial and pre-need industries to the 
evening's festivities. 

А veritable industry mainstay founded at the 
turn of the last century, Nacional as it is popu- 
larly called, has had the honor of serving no less 
than 8 Philippine Presidents and generations of 
the nation's most prominent families. 

"The acquisition by The Heritage Park Mortu- 


JOIN THE EPERFORMAX XTREME CAREER 
Expo. As part of the company's efforts to 
strengthen its employee referral program and to 
provide exceptional careers, Eperformax, one of 
the country’s most stable call center companies 
based in Buendia, Makati City, is holding a post- 
Christmas job fair dubbed as “Xtreme Career 
Expo". The job fair will be on Dec. 27-28, from 
10 a.m. - 7 p.m. at the Trade Hall (near the food 
court area) of StarMall Edsa in Shaw Blvd. 
Mandaluyong City. 

The said event aims to recruit call center 
agents for the different Eperformax clients and 


NCO GROUP, AN IN- 
dustry leader in Busi- 
ness Process 
Outsourcing will be 
holding another 1-day 
exclusive Job Fair on 
Friday, Dec. 28 at the 
3rd Floor Activity Area 
of St. Francis Square, 
Doña Julia Vargas Av- 
enue corner Bank 
Drive, Ortigas Center, 
Pasig City. Positions 
being offered 10 
Jobseekers are Cus. 
tomer Service Repre- 
sentatives, Directory 
Assistance Agents, Col- 
lections Agents and 
Sales Agents. 

NCO Group offers 
above industry com- 
pensation of up to 
P18,000 basic salary, 
2096 night differen. 
tial, meal bene! 
paid training, recre 
ational facilities, 
regularization and 


NCO JOBFAIR. 
The NCO group recently conducted a successful exclusive jobfair 
at St. Francis where more than a hundred jobseekers attended. 


performance-based 
incentives, loyalty 
program, referral bo- 
nus, medical and life 
insurance packages to 
its employees. Sign 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Nacional Memorial Homes celebrates 
first year with The Heritage Park 


ary and Crematory in 2006 ushered in an entirely 
new beginning for Nacional Memorial Homes. 
With more than a hundred years of experience 
and tradition behind it, and now fused with the 
symbol of 21st century modernity which is The 
Heritage Park, the past year has been a turning 
point in Nacional's long and distinguished his- 
tory. Wide and far reaching changes have since 
taken place. From various infrastructure renova- 
tions to improvements in its customer service 
handling, Nacional is meeting the challenges 
posed by a dynamic and ever-changing memorial 
service industry. 
‘And as the second year dawns on this new be- 
inning, expect Nacional to be once again at the 
forefront just like The Heritage Park, blazing a 
trail for others to follow. 


Be part of the High-Performance Team 


have them start training on Jan. 2, 2008. In ad- 
dition to extending the holiday cheer by employ- 
ing more people, Eperformax will also give a 
post-Christmas bonus to all applicants who will 
be hired during the 2-day job fair. 

ePerformax Contact Centers is a privately held 
corporation established through a partnership 
formed between Performance Consulting Group 
of the U.S. and Transnational Diversified Group 
(TDG) of the Philippines. 

For more information, contact 490-2088 loc. 
6823/09178546149. Or email: 
xteam@eperformax.com. 


NCO group call center career fair 2007 


ing bonus will also be 
given to successful ap- 
plicants. Visit the 
NCO Group Call Cen- 
ter Career Fair 2007 
@ St. Francis Square. 


For more informa- 
tion, please call 
981.7586 and look for 
Sarah Zabala. Bring 
your resume and be as- 
sessed right away! 


system that incorporates a reverse-as- 
sist camera so that backing up in 
tight parking slots will now be a 
breeze. The 2008 Alterra now has 
the new JVC AVX33 DVD player 
that boasts a 3.5-inch monitor, Dol- 
by digital decoder, iPod connectivity, 
and 5.1-channel digital surround 
speaker system. The new entertain- 
ment system is also now dual-zone 
ready, wherein the driver can listen 
10 his favorite music channel even if 


‘The images captured by the rear 
spoilerinstalled camera are fed into 
the audiovisual system and displayed 
оп the head units high-resolution 
monitor. The audio system is wonder- 


fully complemented by a slim and 30-iter AULTC 


that the new Alterra now has chromed. 


door handles, further accentuating the 

upscale look and feel ofthe vehicle. 
‘The 2008 Isuzu Alterra continues to 

be powered by the groundbreaking 


ver and pearl silver. 
The 4x2 manual sells for 
P1,490,000 (monotone/two-tone) 


‘and P1,500,000 (pearl color). The 
4x2 automatic goes for P1,545,000 
(monotone/two-tone) and 
Р1,555,000 (pearl color). Finally 
the 4x4 automatic can be driven 
home for P1,673,000 (mono- 
tone/two-tone) and P1,683,000 
(pearl color). 

Visit your nearest Isuzu dealer- 
ship now as December buyers of the 
2008 Alterra will get a free Infrared 
Dual-Zone Headphone Set as well 
ава Die-Cast Miniature Alterra. 

in Metro Manila, Isuzu dealer- 
ships can be found in Edsa Balintawak, 
Quezon Avenue, Commonwealth, 
Pasig, Manila, Makati and Alabang. In 
the provinces, Isuzu dealerships are lo- 
cated in Isabela, Pangasinan, Cabanat- 


{ТЕО common-rail 
Bulacan, Cavite, 


fashionably designed 180-watt sub-  direct-injection turbodiesel that effort- шап, Pampanga, 
woofer at the back. Best of all, the new _lessly dispenses 144 hp and 294 New- Batangas, San Pablo, Bacolod, Iloilo, 
JVC system includes a Bluetooth func- ton-meters of torque. This ТЕО diesel Mandaue, Cagayan de Oro and Davao. 
tion that allows you to take mobile- powerplantlike other Isuzu dieselen- Check also wwwisuzuphil.com for 


phone calls hands-free. This means 
more safety for those corporate execu- 
tives who need to stay connected with 
their associates even on the road. 
‘Outside, the side mirrors have been 


d aika? 


Up With People holds shows in 


UP WITH PEOPLE, A NON-PROFIT WORLDWIDE 
youth organization, in collaboration with Zest-O and 
RC Cola, held their two main shows at the Meralco 
Theatre Dec 1 and 2. The concert began with a few 
words from representatives of Zest-O Corp, Christian 
Lim, marketing manager and Joseph Consul, senior 
brand manager 

The performance began with a native song from 
Africa and an introduction of the different cultures that 
the participants represent-from Mexico, Sweden and 
Germany to name a few, all talked about how they've 
grown and learned so much from their involvement with 
Up With People. This exposure of different nationalities 
and cultures was the running theme throughout the con- 
cert. 

‘The program was completely manned by participants 
of Up With People, from production, to set design and 
performers. The performance highlighted Up With Peo- 
ple's local sponsors, primarily Zest-O Corp and RC Cola, 
who have long been advocates of changing Filipinos 
lives for the better 

Local charities and non-profit organizations which Up 
With People has collaborated with were also recognized. 


gines before itis renowned for its pow- 
ex fuel-efficiency and environment- 
friendliness. Both four-speed automat- 
ic and five-speed manual transmis- 
sions are available. 


other Isuzu updates. 

Have yourself a meny little Christ- 
mas: Drive away in the 2008 Isuzu Al- 
tera and get yourself the swankiest 
sleigh in town. 


Meralc 


‘Two of these non-profit organizations, namely Kaibigan 
Ermita Outreach Foundation Inc and Erda Tech Founda- 
tion, shared the stage with Up With People performers, 
creating а powerful message of cooperation between 
cultures. 

Up With People sang many songs from the countries 
that the delegates represented. One in particular was a 
Japanese song that was written specifically for the vic- 
tims of 9/11-poignant proof of the effects of tragedy 
reaching out across cultures. Each of the songs was intro- 
duced by the country representative who explained its 
significance and their involvement with Up With People. 

Keeping the performance lively, the cast danced along 
the aisles inviting audience members to sing and dance 
along with them. Some of the audience members were 
host families to the cast, making the event more intimate 
and enjoyable. 

Up With People was given a standing ovation for their 
touching rendition of the Filipino song “Ulan”, the final 
song of the show. This was the last main performance of 
Up With People for the year and is the culmination of 
their Philippine and global tour, with proceeds going toa 
local charity. 


Wich People has collaborated SSS ———— 
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CONVERGYS 


..... 


Outthinking.Outdoing. 


OPENINGS IN ALABAN 

With Sales Accounts offeri 

monthly sales incentive 

Customer Service Associates 

Recruitment Specialist 

(at least 6 months recruitment experience is required) 


OPENINGS IN CEBU: 

Customer Associates (Voice & Non-voice) 
Customer Care Associates (semi-Technical Account) 
Floor Coordinator 

‘Communications and Culture Trainer (For Bacolod) 
Team Leaders (Technical & Customer Service) 
Quality Evaluators 

HR Officer 

HR Specialist 

Recruitment Specialist 

Network Service Engineer 

Administrative Assistant 


e OPENINGS IN COMMONWEALTH: 

1 qv Tag NG р {| Customer Service Associates- Satellite TV Account 

AU i i i 4| Customer Service Associates- Automotive Account 

n t us M р \ Customer Service Associates- Technical Support (Full Time) 

Possible workforce, coupled 4 Я F Customer Service Associates- Technical Support (Part Time) 
with ty» success of Convergys- i| Operations Manager - Technical Account 

3 - opening of a ‘The opening of the wf., it j| ^ Workforce Management Specialist 

E was inspired Som aV, j| Recruitment Officer 

of ressons, one of which Recruitment Specialist 


S HR Officer 
the growing number of * Please email resumes to 


opportunities it could tachel.ramirez@convergys.com 
to all the "ma Қ асы from mo 
Cebu. “Our 3 OPENINGS IN MAKATI: 
1 this facility,“ bi Jj] Customer Service Associates 
4 ai —— i Part time Customer Service Associates - Spanish 
> КА Technical Customer Service Associates 
5 Я -Troubleshooting and Networking 
opening was attended Inbound Technical Customer Service Associates 
top-brass of Convergys Administrative Assistant 
ig Vice President and s e " F Operations Manager - Customer Service Program, Financial 
шу Manager Marife ey Apply at our Makati site and take home 
“Agra, Convergys Cebu ions. up to P500-worth Gift Certificates 
pDirector Stephen Slade, 
‘ecutive Vice President Asaresult, Count OPENINGS IN ORTIGAS: 
sf Global ре толас fa Zamora enr j| Outbound Collections Representatives 
Customer Service Associate - Technical 
Customer Service Associate - Financial And Sales 
"Data Network Manager 
“Senior HR Officer 
"Sourcing Associate (Project Based) 
Get hired for our Technical Account in Ortigas 
and take home a New Year Bonus!* 


“Terms and conditions apply 
“Please email resumes to 
aireen.grace.a palafoxaconvergys.com 


Our office at the U-Beltis, likewise, accepting 
applications for all Convergys sites. 


Get P20,000 
Christmas bonus 
if you get hired for our SELECTED Technical Accounts 
in Makati and Cebu 
* P7,500 to be credited on the 1st paycheck 
* P7,500 upon successful completion of product training 
* P5000 on the 90th day of employment 


CONVERGYS is committed to the career growth of its 
agents, team leaders, senior team leaders and operations 
managers through its highly-structured career path and 


an intensive Management Development Program 


“Walk-in applicants in casual attire will be entertained until December. 
г s O sanana CC Aa 

ALABANG OFFICE CEBU BANAWA OFFICE ` CEBU ASIATOWN. COMMONWEALTH OFFICE MAKATI OFFICE .. ORTIGAS OFFICE U-BELT OFFICE 

Block 44, Northgate В. Arcenas St, IT PARK OFFICE 2/F Diliman Commercial Center, Convergys One, 6796 24th Floor, Robinsons Level 1, St. Thomas Square 
Cyberzone, Arcenas Estate, 11/F i2 Bldg. #46 Don Mariano Marcos Ave, Ayala Ave, cor Salcedo St... Equitable Tower, 44 ADB Ave. 1150 Espana Boulevard cor. 
Muntinlupa City Banawa Hills, Asiatown [T Park, Diliman, Quezon City Legaspi Village, Makati City Ortigas Center, Pasig City... Padre Campa St. 

(02) 758-1558 /7581553 Cebu City Lahug, Cebu City 02)756-7019 / 7567200. 102)7923172/7923138. (02) 756-7274 (8577652 Sampaloc, Manila 

(032) 4165810 (032) 4119217 / 4119218 (02735-2006 


visit us Now > TES 
YOUR M philippinesrecruitment@convergys.com 
CHRISTMAS GIFT Ё CVG 
FROM CONVERGYS: 5555625 
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Megaworld Newport 
Property Holdings, Inc. 
is the exclusive 
marketing company 

of Newport City, 

a township development 
of Megaworld 
Corporation near the 
Villamor golf course 

in Pasay City. We are 
looking for highly 
motivated and success- 
driven individuals 

who will add value 

to our dynamic 
organization. 


Sales Team 
Leaders 


28 to 38 years old 

With extensive business and social network. 
Has the necessary skills and experience to 
motivate and handle a sales team 

Must be ready to start on a fulltime basis 


Male or female 
22 to 32 years old 
Graduate of any 4-year course from a reputable 
college or university 

= With very good communication skills 

= Sales experience preferred but not required 

* Must be ready to start immediately on a 
full-time basis 


Property 
Consultants 


АЙ successful candidates will be offered an attractive compensation package (allowance + commission), 
‘along with opportunities for unlimited income and continuous professional training and career growth. 


‘Those interested may apply online by sending your resumés 
to dante.robles@newporteity.com.ph. Alternatively, 
you may visit our office Mondays to Fridays, 

from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the Newport City 
Information Center, Newport City, Villamor, Pasay City. 
Please bring your resumé with 2 ID photos. 

For more details, please call 855-2535. 


If you believe that nurturing and caring for children are the cornerstones of human progress; 
and you want to work with others to overcome the obstacles that poverty, violence, disease 
and discrimination placed in a child’s path; then join us in advancing the cause of humanity. 


BUDGET OFFICER (ВОЛ/М08-01)- at the UN National Officer Level 2 


‘Supports in the management of budgetary and operational functions in the country office. Responsible for the overall 
‘management, control and monitoring of the integrated budget (programme and support), oversee system implementation, 
maintenance, security and troubleshooting and validate proper application of established budget and finance policies and 
procedures related to direct payments/cash assistance including training of all staff in the internal systems functions, 
enhancements and features. 


Essential Qualifications: 

‘University degree in Business Administration, Management or related field, supplemented by courses in Accountancy. 
Preferably a Certified Public Accountant with specialized training in accounting and auditing. 

m Two years progressively responsible experience in budget, auditing, finance administration and office administration 


COMMUNICATION OFFICER (CO/VNO8-02) - at the UN National Officer Level 2 


Responsible for the conceptualization, planning, execution, monitoring and evaluation of an advocacy and communication 
strategy to promote respect for children's and women's rights and support UNICEF's mission in the country. Focus оп 
advocating the passage and implementation of laws and other policies to make the country compliant with the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. 


Essential Qualifications: 

w University degree in Communications, Journalism, or Public Relations. 

= Five years progressively responsible professional work experience in communication, print and broadcast media or 
interactive digital media, of which two years should be related to social development. 


EDUCATION SPECIALIST (Е5Л/М08-03) - at the UN National Officer Level 3 


Responsible for planning, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of assigned project(s) within the Education sector. 
Strengthen the response to education in emergencies. Assist in intensifying focused interventions in disadvantaged settings 
to demonstrate effective Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) and the Child Friendly School System (CFSS). 


Essential Qualifications: 

‘Advanced university degree in Social Science or related field. 

‘= Five years progressively responsible professional work experience at the national and international levels in programme 
‘management, monitoring and evaluation in a related field. 

w Preferably familiar with the systems, policies and legislation relating to the education Sector 


FUNDRAISING SPECIALIST (FS/VN08-04) - at the UN National Officer Level 3 

Develop sales and fundraising strategies, and manage and evaluate the implementation of activities in the Philippines in 
order to raise funds locally that will support the country programmes. Responsible for the Private Sector Division's day-to- 
day operating activities, including fundraising Income and product sales growth; expense, cost and margin control; and 
monthly, quarterly, and annual financial goal management. 


Essential Qualifications: 

m Advanced University degree in social science, but preferably in marketing and/or private sector fundraising. 

m Atleast 15 years work experience, with five in executive level position. Five years of professional experience in private 
‘sector fundraising, including familiarity with private sector fundraising methodologies: direct mail, corporate submissions, 
payroll deduction, planned giving (legacies, bequests, insurance), special events, and collections highly desirable. 


All positions above require supervisory experience, excellent communication skills in English and Tagalog (both written and 
oral), advanced computer sklis, and demonstrated ability to work in a multi-cultural environment. 


Deadline for submission: S January 2008. Fixed term contract will start on 1 April 2008. 
Applications must be submitted online only. Send to. . Please specify the Vacancy Code in the subject 


line. Kindly include your updated Curriculum Vitae along with a cover letief outlining your competencies and reasons for 
applying. Regret letters will oniy be sent to shortlisted candidates. 


The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is committed to gender equality in its mandate and its staff. Well-qualified 
candidates particularly females are strongly encouraged to apply. UNICEF is a non-smoking environment. 


unicef 3 


For avery'chile 5 
Health, Education, Equality, Protection 
ADVANCE HUMANITY 
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EMT ian Government 


CORPORATE RESOURCES VACANCIES 


DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION 


The Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) is responsible for the delivery 
of Australia's Development Cooperation Program to the Philippines. AusAID is seeking 
expressions of interest (ЕО!) for the following three (3) positions under the Corporate 
Resources Section: 


‘Senior Corporate Manager 
Finance & Budget Manager 
Human Resource Manager 


Selection Criteria 

The Corporate Resources section is responsible for ensuring that delivery of aid objectives 
are met through the provision of efficient and cost effective corporate management and 
administrative functions including finance and human resource systems/ support services. 


The successful applicants will be Filipino citizens with relevant academic qualifications. 
Previous experience in corporate resource roles working with bilateral/ multilateral agencies, 
or international private sector organisations would be highly regarded. 


Further details on job description and selection criteria for each of the positions can be 
accessed under job vacancies at the website: http://www.philippines.embassy.gov.au/ 
mnia/aboutus.html. 


Conditions of Contract 

The Corporate positions will be full-time positions available on renewable two (2) year 
contacts. The successful candidates are expected to commence as soon as possible. 

Minimum monthly salary is at P105,640.00 for the Senior Corporate Manager position, and 
at P72,850.00 for the Finance & Budget Manager and Human Resource Manager positions. 
Salary is negotiable depending upon qualifications and experience. 


Expressions of Interest 

Applicants must provide a statement of claims (2-3 pages), addressing the selection crit 
and should be sent to: HR Officer, Development Cooperation Section, Austr 
Embassy, 23/F Tower 2, RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 1200 or 
manila.recruitment@ dfat.gov.au by close of business (СОВ) 19 January 2008. 
Statements should detail suitability to perform the duties of the position including personal 
qualities, experience, skills and knowledge relative to the selection criteria. Please include a 
Curriculum vitae, and two (2) work-related referral letters (preferably from current supervisor 
and addressing the criteria). о not send copies of academic transcripts, awards, degrees, 
or published papers. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered. 


Envelopes should be clearly marked “CORPORATE /AUSAID”. Only those selected for 
interview will have their applications acknowledged. 


AusAID is an Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) employer and maintains a smoke-free 
‘working environment. 


SENIOR PROGRAM OFFICER 
AND PROGRAM OFFICER VACANCIES 


DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION “ 


The Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) is responsible for the delivery 
of Australia's Development Cooperation Program to the Philippines. AusAID is seeking 
‘expressions of interest (EOI) for several positions for Senior Program Officer (SPO) and 
Program Officer (PO) within the Development Cooperation Section of the Australi 
Embassy, Manila. The SPO and PO will contribute to the efficient and effective delivery of 
the development cooperation program through day-to-day management of ongoing activities 
and contracts, activity monitoring and reporting, quality policy input, and administrative 
Support within a multi-functional cross cultural team. 


Selection Criteria. 

The successful applicants will be Filipino citizens with relevant academic qualifications. 
Experience and/or knowledge of program/project development and management, preferably 
in areas of education and health, economic governance in the national and sub-national 
levels, disaster management and peace & conflict development issues would be highly 
regarded. 


Further details on job descriptions and selection criteria for each of the positions can be 
accessed under job vacancies at the website: http://www.phllippines.embassy.gov.au/ 
mnia/aboutus.html. 


Conditions of Contract. 

The SPO and PO positions will be full-time positions available on renewable two (2) year 
contracts. The successful candidates are expected to commence as soon as possible. 
Minimum monthly salary is at P72,850.00 for the Senior Program Officer position, and at 
P50,240.00 for the Program Officer position. Salary is negotiable depending upon 
qualifications and experience. 


Expressions of Interest 

Applicants must provide statement of claims (2-3 pages), addressing the selection criteria 
and should be sent to: HR Officer, Development Cooperation Section, Australian 
Embassy, 23/F Tower 2, RCBC Plaza, 6819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 1200 or 
manila.recruitment@dfat.gov.au by close of business (COB) 19 January 2008. 
Statements should detail suitability to perform the duties of the position including personal 
qualities, experience, skills and knowledge relative to the selection criteria. Please include a 
curriculum vitae, and two (2) work-related referral letters (preferably from current supervisor 
‘and addressing the criteria). Do not send copies of academic transcripts, awards, degrees, 
ог published papers. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered. 


Envelopes should be clearly marked “SPO or PO /AUSAID". Only those selected for 


interview will have their applications acknowledged. 


AusAID is an Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) employer and maintains a smoke-free 
‘working environment. 
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PB PARSONS To be the preeminent provider of 
BRINCKERHOFF infrastructure services - worldwide 
ae. 

Founded in 1885, Parsons Brinckerhoff (PB) is a global organisation with over 10,500 staff in 
more than 150 offices on six continents. PB is a recognized leader in consulting, planning, 
‘engineering, program management, construction management, and operations and maintenance 
{or all types of infrastructure and building projects. 


Our Hong Kong office is now looking for experienced Building Services Engineers for world 
class development projects in Macau and Singapore. 


Building Services Engineers (E&M) (Job 046639) 
Design Engineers with relevant degree and minimum 5 years experience in the disciplines 
ot HVAC, Fire Services ,Plumbing 8 Drainage, Electrical, Electronics & ELV 

- Competence in САСО and building or infrastructure project experience would be preferred 


Senior Building Services Engineers (E&M) (Job 1046640) 

2 Senior Design Engineers with relevant degree, and minimum 10 years large scale building 
or infrastructure project experience in the disciplines of HVAC, Fire Services, Plumbing & 
Drainage, Electrical, Electronics & ELV 


We offer attractive salary, fringe benefits and long term prospect to the right candidates. 


Ifyou meet the above job requirements, you are invited to present your application via our 
Job application Please visit our PB web site at www.pbworld.com. Click оп 
ISEOPLE:CAREERS”, "EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES", "SEARCH EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES", "ASIA" and enter the Job ID# and then post your resume. 


All applications will be treated with strict confidence and only be used for related purpose. 
Applicants not hearing from us within six weeks may consider their application filed for futura. 
reference. 


THE POWER'TO START AN: 
XCEPTIONAL. CAREER IS YOURS! | 


XTREME 
CAREER ХРО... 


(ePerformax post-Xmas jobfair) 


December 27 - 28, 2007 
StarMall Edsa Shaw Tradehall 
10 am - 7pm 


MANILA 
Customer Service Meere ше 
Coach 
Team Leader 
DIET Trainer 
Training Designer 
Database Administrator 
HR Associate 
Company Nurse 
Financial Planning Analyst | 
Systems Accountant 
Internal Auditor 

. HR Supervisor - Ops Suppo 


CEBU * 
Customer Service Representative 
Account Specialist 
Operations Supervisor. 

PST Trainer 

Recruitment Manager 
Training Supervisor 

Level 2 Diet Trainer 

‘Database Administrator 
Customer Service Agent 
Project Support Specialist 
Human Resource Manager 
Programmer 


Please visit our website 
www.beXceptional.com 


7F BPI Buendia Center, Sen. Gil pus Ave., 
Makati City 
EB xteam@eperformax.com 
Subject: ManilaPDI (Position applying for) 
M TextConnect: Туре ePerformex«space»Nama ” 
<space>Position applying for<space>PDI 
and send to 0917-8902327 
15 490-2088 


'Xpreseo Career Café, Ground Floor JY Square Mall 
Salinas Drive, Lahug, Cebu City я 
Rl xteam@eperformax.com 


Subject: CebuPDI (Name) (Position applying for)... 2 Fror nal of uset 


Ш.Техсоппесі; Type ePerformax<space>Name | 


<space>Position applying for«space»Cebu ы \ 
<space> PDI V 
and send to 0917-8902327. pa. ag 
8411-9700 NG ! р 
zy nar D 
(oux ге. A T#CENT 


[member of the Transnational Dwersifiad Group. 
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We are a world leading research-based pharmaceutical company. 
Our quest is to improve the quality of human life. We welcome 
committed individuals who are willing to share our mission. 


We provide a stimulating work environment that promotes high 
standards as well as limitless opportunities for personal and 
professional growth. Our compensation package includes a car 
ownership scheme, incentives, performance bonuses, travel 
opportunities, non-contributory life and medical insurance, 
outpatient benefit, and a superior retirement plan. 


ig for people who can think, act and 
challenge ways to make a difference in society. We seek for 
assertive, innovative and team players who are driven by 


ISUZU 


Philippines Corporation Your responsible partner 


Isuzu Philippines Corporation (IPC) is the authorized menufacturer end 
distributor of high quality commercial vehicles and powertrain engines. Moving 
People end businesses forward, IPC brings to the country the Isuzu brand, е 
Global name renowned for Unparalleled diesel engine technology and venicies 
Of superior durability and fuel economy. Be part of the dynamic team behind 
the world -class Isuzu brandi 


FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION: HEAD (Code: ADM-01) 


* Male or Female, with a degree in Finance /Accountancy /Banking 
ог equivalent 

* At least six (6) years related managerial working experience 

+ Preferably with Masteral Degree 

* Excellent verbal and written communication skills, outstanding 
mathematical reasoning, has leadership potential 

* Should be computer literate 

* Preferably specializing in corporate strategy or equivalent 


TECHNICAL SERVICE INSTRUCTOR (Code: DND-01) 


" Male, Licensed B.S. Mechanical Engineer 
* With 3-5 years experience in the automotive industry 
* Excellent communication and presentation skills 

* Knowledgeable in training module preparation 

* Customer oriented 

* With professional driver's 


TECHNICAL TRAINING SUPERVISOR (Code: CBD-01) 


Male, Licensed B.S. Mechanical/ Electrical Engineering graduate 
With at least 3 years work experience in the automotive industry 
Excellent verbal and written communication skills 

‘Customer oriented 

Expertise in mechanical and electrical aspect of vehicle repairs 
With professional driver's license 


CUSTOMER RELATIONS OFFICER (Code: DND-01) 


* Female, 21-30 years old graduate of any Business / 
Communications or related course 

* Excellent verbal and written communication skills 

* Preferably with experience in customer service handling 

* Team player, result-oriented, computer literate, knows how to drive 


OFFICE STAFF (Code: DND-03) 


* Female, graduate of any Engineering or Business courses 
* Excellent communication skills, knowledgeable in MS Office. 
* Has a good learning attitude with or without experience 


You may submit your application letter (әдіп code) and resume at 
414 Technology Ave., Phaze 2, 
Laguna Technopark Incorporated, Binan, Laguna 4024 
| ‘or e-mail/fax et hrs@suzuphil.com 


Deadline for submission is on January 11. 2008 
Competitive compensation end benefits await successful epplicents 


PRIVATE SECTOR 
MOBILIZATION FOR 
FAMILY HEALTH 


Bookkeeper 


Organizational Background: 


The PRISM Project supports USAIDPhippines’Srateg Otecive 3, безе only size and improved heath sustaieby acheved, 
focusing ones componens: ) creased workplace suppor or FP services and rera. 2)extattsnment of vat, mass 
market brands of hormonal conceptis, nd 3) creased business va ol FP among private practice provers 

EE eed 

lunan: 

+ Handles he paymant processing of subconracis'mcicos & short-term consutants, Contar, and Suppers cies, 
approved travel avences,lqadaton of avel advances (aere expenses exceed vavel advance), осе leases, nsizance and 
етеуге bens such as SSS. Peal, Pag bg, Heal Care, an Lle Insurance. Helse should check for accuracy, vty 
and complete documentation ofa transactions. 

2. Montor constants  subconraco service agreement balances. Ensures Pal taro ше no double payment ol daiveraties and 
Payment lo Constans are in compliance o he Service Agreement Statements. 

+ Reviews completeness ol inancaldocumertator c pe y cash kansactons 

+ Vesly grants, subcontracts, senice agreements and suppliers ntices and maka sure all supporting documents are received 
ang corect 

2. Ensures that disbursements have he approval of designated approving ойс of te project and are duly receipe and received 
ңгелек. 

* манап nd Prepare Schedule of Per Diem Substanéaon and ensure ће accuracy an vy ofeach recip for ts purposes: 
‘Submis о Ba Sr. Accountant Summary of Taxatie Per dem of PRISM 5ай 

* Prepares Overhead Summary and Receipts lo be sento е Home Office 

* Prepares Мону credible Wibhodeg Tax Summary 

* Prepares бе Peso bank reconcaon ensures at Ine Oulslancing Check Summary and oer adjustment 1o bank econofalon 

are suited о ha Sr. Accouniant at e nd o each тол. 

Ensure a systematic fing and accountng of ledger backups, e.g. paid check vouchers for е purposes ol examinakon and aod 

"hat тау done anjime cn he proe 

Daly recording of ransaciers il he QuickBooks 

Maha lof anc documents ad ransactons, assure ha comoletaness of he attachments 

Maan updates racer cr VAT and assist in preparing VAT report 

‘Assis Sr Accountant in Ihe preparabon o bank checks and the daposi of checks Io be beets’ bank accounts: issues and 

‘sends signed checks 

Assists in the preparalon of payl processing 

Perms any other aks as may be assigned 

Qualifications: 

+ Coleg graduale wih a degres in Accounting 

* Maium of years expanena m general accouniing ad ance wodt 

5 Prolicent in varous compute appicaons по QuickBooks 


+ Good command in writen and spoken Engish 
^ Has very kean eye or deals 


This is an URGENT NEED. interested appicanis shouid e-ma tel apple ей and CV alJobs@prism org phon or belore 
January 11,2008 Please гісі he Postion: Bookkeeper ashe subject n Ва ena. 


Photo shown at left are Jacky Lyn 
Tecson, Renet Limsiaco, Mr. Jesse 
Rebustillo and Jenelyn Garcia during 
the PICPA Seminar on Business 
Competencies at ABE-ICBA 
(Tacloban) 


PICPA SEMINAR ON BUSINESS COMPETENCIES IN TACLOBAN. 
2 Photo shown are Mr. Jesse Rebustillo of the Inquirer Classified Ads Division together 
“with the Faculty and Students of ABE International College of Business and Accountancy 
(Tacloban) during the Seminar on Business Competencies held on Nov. 30. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 


We аге ѕеагсі 


passion, and who can make things happen. 


Medical 


excellent communication skills. Willing to be relocated. 


December 30, 2007. 


We invite you to build your career with us and start as 


Representatives 


Preferably business course graduate with good scholastic record and 


Interested and qualified candidates are invited to send their resumes 
to mr_recruitment@yahoo.com not later than 


THE AXA 
“i want to be part of a glo 


PLAN. 


Financial Executives 
For Metro Manila & Provincial Areas 


A basic salary, superior compensation package and 
travel opportunities await qualified candidates 


QUALIFICATIONS: 


BankAssure Recruitment, 2 Philippine AXA Life Centre, 
Sen Gil Puyat Ave, Cor Tndalo St, Макай Cty 
Monday - Friday, 8:30am to 3:30pm 
You may also send your resume to 
For inquiries, cali [02] 885 0101 loc 1238 or (02} 887 2079 


АХА Philippines, the country's fastest-growing life insurer, is in need of 


Binondo, Manila, Quezon City, Ortigas, Pasig, Makati, Valenzuela, Marikina 
Binangonan, Rizal, La Union, Pangasinan, Pampanga,Cebu, Davao, lloilo 


-22t0 35 years old -Professional sales experience in real estate, 
-College graduate of any 4-year course pharmaceutical, telecommunication, 
-Fresh graduates are also encouraged to apply stock trading or insurance is an advantage 


Please bring an updated resume with recent photo and personally apply at 


Bwetrobont Group. 


Management Systems Intemational (MSI) project with offices in Salcedo Village, 
Макай, is looking fora. 


Network Security Specialist 


The successful candidate wil be needed for an initial period о! three months. The 
Network Security Specialist should have the folowing qualifications: 


а. Наз extensive LANWAN design experience 
b. Has designed both Frame Relay and Internet network inraskuctures 
©. Wilng o travel throughout the Philippines 


The Network Security Specialist shall perform the folowing lunctions: 
+ provide an assessment of е following: 

о network requirements based on the overall plan 

о curent security and speed ol the network 

о costeffectveness of the proposed UTM boxes! Security Appliance 
= provide recommendations on the security and speed of the network, which 

inches: 

о revise local area network design, if necessary. 
о monitor the instalation of the network security 
о inspect and tes the network once completed 


Assistant Customs Component Manager (ACM) 


The person being considered lor he postion ideally has experience in USAID-lunded 
technical assistance projects, paricularty in the area of customs and trade. As рал of 
the Bureau of Customs-Fun Alter The Smugglers (BOC-RATS) Component Team, the 
‘Assistant Component Manager (ACM) shal work closely with the Senior Customs 
Advisor, he Component Manager (CM), the Deputy Component Manager (ОСМ). the 
Bureau of Customs (BOC) counterparts, subject-matter expertsconsultats and the 
Milenium Challenge Accouni-Phlippines Threshold Program Technical Assistance 
Project (MCA-PTP TAP) team to faciitate the folowing: 


а. Project Planning and initiation 
b. Project Management 
Configuration of Functional Envronmeht 
Evaluation 


‘The ACM shall provide support to the CM and DCM in managing the eight technical 
assistance (TA) areas under the BOC-RATS component. 


Administrative Assistant 


‘The Administrative Assistant reports to the Office Coordinator and will provide 
administrative suppor to the Project Team. He/She wil maintain administrative 
systems including, but not ined to, communication ogs and fling system prepare 
project correspondence as necessitated by his/her supervisor; formats and 
presentation using the appropriate computer software; assists in tha production of 
теропз and presentation materials; assists wih the commodity procurement Inventory 
and general logistics for the project; assists Component Team members in arranging 
travel, hotel accommodations for ай project related travet, assists in coordinating the 
logis for эй project events, nciuding conferences and training and perorm other 
Gutes as aquired. 


“The Administrative Assistant must have at least 3 years professional experience. 


Interested appicarts, please send in your applications to coonloy ёза сот or 
at Room 2302, 23Fr., Sedefo, comer Valero Sis. Salcedo Vilage, Makati Cy 1227 
Tel. Nos. 887-7412; 867-7487 to 69. For Network Security Specialist, deadine of 
‘submission s on or belore December 28, 2007. For Assistant Customs Component 
Manager and Administrative Assistant, is on or before December 31, 2007. 


DOLE issues 
advisory on 
pay rules 


THE DEPARTMENT OF 
Laborand Employmentis- 
sued an advisory provid- 
ing for the pay rules on 
Dec. 24 and 31, which 
were declared special non- 
working days, and on Dec. 
25, (Christmas Day), бес. 
30 (Rizal Day) and Jan. 1, 
2008 (New Year's Day), 
which are regular holi- 
days. 

Dole Secretary, Arturo 
D. Brion, said, by virtue of 
Proclamation Nos. 1211 
and 1353 issued early this 
year by President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo which 
declared Dec. 24 and 31, 
2007 as special non-work- 
ing days, the following 
Tülesshall apply: 

3) if the day is 
unworked, the “no work, 
no pay" principle shall ap- 
ply unless there is a favor- 
able company policy, prac- 
tice or collective bargain- 
ing agreement (CBA) 
ranting paymentof wages 
on special days even if 
unworked; 

Ъ) If the day, however, 
is worked, the pay is the. 
employee's daily rate plus 
thirty percent (30%) for 
the first eight (8) hours, 
and for work in excess of 
8 hours, plus 30% of the. 
hourly rate on the said 
day, 
Ifthe day falls on the 
employees rest day and is 
worked, the employee's 
daily rate plus ty percent. 
(50%) shall apply on the 
first 8 hours of work, and 
for work in excess of 8 
hours, plus thiny percent 
(3096) of the hourly rate 
for that day. 

The Dole chiefalso said 
that for the regular holi- 
days on Dec. 25 and 30, 
2007, and Jan. 1, 2008, 
falling on an employee's 
regular workday, he or she 
shall receive 10096 of the 
regular daily rate even if 
'unworked, and if an em- 
ployee worked on such 
regular workday, heorshe. 
shall receive two-hundred 
percent (200%) of the 
regular daily rate for the 
first hours and for work 
іп excess of 8 hours, plus 
30% of the hourly rate for 
that day. 

If the day falls on the 
employee's rest day, бес. 
retary Brion said that an 
employee shall also re- 
ceive 10096 ofthe regular 
daily rate, even if _ 
unworked, and ifthe day 
is worked, he or she shall 
receive 200% ofthe regu- 
lar daily rate plus 30% for 
the first 8 hours, and for 
work in excess of 8 hours, 
plus 30% of the hourly 
Tate for that day. 


BSP LIM Construction Cor 
year industry leader in construction works afilaled wiih 


vida Land (Ayala Land). 
FOR URGENT HIRING: 


CIVIL ENG 


Requirements: Licensed СМИ Engineer, 2-yre min 
experience in bidding, estimates and project 


management 


Email resume to rasim yahoo.com: Call 6464224/ 
773392 


08224 
Interview Sched: МТ 


E 


Block 7 Lot 11 РҺ2В1 Katiyagean Rd. 
Karangalan Vilage, Pasig Су 


pany is a fourteen- 


INEERS 


пат; Office Address: 


NOW HIRING 


HIGH SCHOOL MATH TEACHER and 
GRADE SCHOOL MUSIC TEACHER 


credentials and application to 
the Office of Student and Personnel 


Sub 


Services (OSPS), 


8:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. MARIST 
SCHOOL, 50 Champagnat Ave., 
Marikina Heights, Marikina City 
Tel. # 9420526 loc. 232 


^. FOR HI 


] RING 
| Salesman & Marketing Specialist 


for battery distribution. 
“Atleast 10 yrs. experience in salas & 
distribution of batteries. 
Send your resumé to $26 Katarungan St 
Plainview Subd., Mandaluyong City. 
Lock for Rascell Tel 


747-1866 or 


1) Receptionist. 


‘at 0915-8156616 


Class “A” Salon 
in Libis QC is in need of the fg: 


2) Accountant w/ experience 
3) Junior Asst. w/ experience 
Pls. сай or text for appt. of interview 


Monday-Friday 


533-0179 


‘or 638-4130 


FOR HIRING 
- Reservation 
Officer 
(семейенен 
E 
- Messenger 
Pls. send or fax your. 
resumé al # 567-1487 
or cali 567-1433 


Get more exposure 
for your ad. 


Advertise tn 
JobMariet Ure 


ngrire at 897-8508 bc 5H. 


SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 23, 2007 


university. 


communication кі, 


order to capture new markets. 


function. 


communication skills. 


2007. 


Binan, Laguna 
E-mail: 


www.atlascopco.com 


United States. 


employees to date. 


s TRANE PHILIPPINES, 
ee S TRANE is a subsidiary of THE 
TRANE COMPANY which 
drengaged in the marketing, distribution & service 
of industrial, commercial and residential 
airconditioning units is in urgent need of: 


SAFETY OFFICER/ COORDINATOR 
RE ys. road experience n darating and 
Implementing Occupational Heaiin and Salaly 
Managemen! System. _Pralsraniy an Accredito 
Safely Practiovor by DOLE or SOP. 


ACCOUNTING SUPERVISOR 


Male at least 28 yrs. old. Musi possess a 
Protessiona License I Accountancy, With at least 
‘yrs, Work experience from reputable multinational 
company, 3 di which is in supervisory capacity 
fovet. should have adequate experience i Financial 
analysis. losing financial Бооке & internal control. 
Experience in fing tax 8 goverment requirements 


ACCOUNTING STAFF (Manila & Cebu) 


A graduate of BS Accountancy, WF botwoen 21-28 
esl ne Шр conari wih тозот 
Applications (excel, access and powerpoint) & 
lanum. Wun strong analytical & problem solving 
apabilis & must be kean on datas 


CADET ENGINEERS - Sales and Service 
(Manila and Cebu) 


BS Mechanical Electrical Engineering graduate 
Preferably wth canes but not requiod, M/F, 21-25 
fis, oid. Computer iterate with good scholastic 
|8648. Must have good communication skiis & 
leadership rate. Residents of Paranaqus, Pasay, 
Muntinlupa, Cavite & Cebu is an айуатадо. 


ADMIN. ASST./ SECRETARY 


Female, 21-25 ye. 00, Collage graduate о! any 4 
Yr coursa with good scholastc racord. Wih a least 
Tr work related expenonce & win oxcotont oral & 
ттеп communications. Computer iterate & con 
Бе delegatod to ренот highly confidential dunes 
Жашо 10 organize ойга systems & procedures. 


DATA ENCODER 
Female, 21-25 yrs. old. College graduate of any &-yr 
‘course. Computer toits win excatent orai & writan 
‘ommanicabons, Нуу organized and result orante 


GAS/ DIESEL MECHANIC 
Malo, at least college aval between 22-35 yrs. od 
bt ал laast 5 уп. experience in тара а maintonanco 
Dl vicos ncudig gas? дев! overhauling & undar 
Chassis works, aro & gas welding & minor боста 
works. Must have conso wih resticion 1, 2 & 3. 
Ploaso apply posonaly and hand сату your resumé 
Wi Pule, капасарі of records, NBI clearance А. 
ania of employment due 10 идолу of requremen 
Human Resource Department 
Lot 1, 0:3, Ninay Aquino Ave., Bray. 
San Dionisio, P'que City 
Tel no. 8203097 Fax Мо, 625-4216 
Ета! address: gligros@trane.com 


ELNIDO PALAWAN RESORT 
ISINNEEDOF 
* MANAGER FOR LUXURY RESORT * 
* SALES COORDINATOR * 
MUST BE COMPUTER LITERATE 
* INTERNATIONAL CHEF * 
Please email your updated resumé to 
info@lamuro.com! 
bmexpress_intl@yahoo.com 


or call 682-7168/70 
Lookfor Ms. Cecile Efana 


Atlas Copco (Philippines) Inc. has an 


Rental Sales Engineer 


* He or she will be responsible for the development of specialty rental business within the 
assigned area/coverage based on pre-set sales and profit targets. 

‘+ He or she will be tasked to expand the business by covering new opportunities in 
developing markets lke mining, ой and gas Industries among others. He or she can do this 
by initiating marketing and promotional plans for the targeted market groups. 

«He or she must have a proven track record in sales and marketing. Experience in rental 
industry will be considered as additional asset. 

4 Не or she must be a graduate of any Engineering course from a reputable 


MR. JONNIE F. REGIS 
General Manager, Compressor Technique 
Atlas Copco (Philippines) Inc. 

North Main Avenue, Laguna Technopark 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER -= 


JOB Market 


mediate need for: 


. Не or she must be self-driven, result-oriented and innovative person with excellent 


CT Marketing Specialist 


« He orshe will initiate тай campaign and follow up to prospective users of yr products in 


4 He or she will be responsible to conduct surveys regarding customer service feedback 
and update sales statistics, competitors’ analysis and other marketing reports. 
« He or she must have at least two (2) years prior experience in sales and marketing 


4 He or she must be familiar with MS applications and with excellent verbal and written 


+ He or she must hold a Bachelors degree in Marketing, Business Administration and other 
related field. A graduate from any reputable university and preferably with MBA degree. 


Attractive salary and fringe benefits await the successful applicant 


то һе рап. о! ourteam, please submit your comprehensive resume not later than December 31, 


cpi @ ph.atlascopco.com 


Atlas Copco is a world leading provider of industrial productivity solutions. The products 
‘and services range from compressed air and gas equipment, generators, construction and 
mining equipment, industrial tools and assembly systems, to related aftermarket and rental. 
In close cooperation with customers and business partners and with more than 130 years 
of experience, Atlas Copco innovates for superior productivity. Headquartered in 
‘Stockholm, Sweden, the Group's global reach spans more than 150 markets. In 2006, 
“Atlas Copco had 25,900 employees and revenues of BSEK 50, MEUR 4 570. Learn more on 


Atlas Copco Compressor Technique business area develops, manufactures, markets, distributes. 
and services oil-free and oll-injected stationary compressors, portable air compressors, gas 
апа process compressors, turbo expanders, generators, air treatment equipment (such as 
‘compressors air dryers, coolers, and filters) and air management systems. The business area 
has in-house resources for basic development of its core technologies. In addition. the business 
area offers specialty rental services of mainly compressors and generators. Development, 
manufacturing, and assembly area concentrated in Belgium, with other units situated in Brazil, 
China, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Great Britain, India, italy, the Netherlands, and the 


Atlas Copco (Philippines) Inc. is located at North Main Avenue, Laguna Technopark, Sinan, 
Laguna, Atlas Copco Philippines -Compressor Technique Business Area has 100 


We are all about 
people supporting people. 


It’s what we do. 


MANAGEMENT AND PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 


ADMINISTRATION AND FACILITIES 
Front Desk Administrator 
Safety and Security Associate 


BUSINESS PROCESS IMPROVEMENT 
Sr. Analyst fof Business Process Improvement (Six Sigma Greenbelt) 
Sr: Manager for Business Process Improvement (Six Sigma Blackbelt) 


FINANCE 
nting Officer (Tax Complianc 
Financial Analyst 
Payroll Specialist 
Payroll Supervisor 
Revenue Analyst 
Risk Management Officer 
Systems Analyst (Financial/Accounting Applications) 
Treasury Specialist 


HUMAN RESOURCES 

‘Compliance Manager 

‘Consulting Manager - Employee Relations (Cebu) 
Corporate Recruitment Officer 

HR Assistant - Recruitment (Baguio) 

HR Associate - Organizational Development (Baguio) 
HR Officer - Employee Relations (Baguio) 

Project Manager 

Technical Recruiter (Cebu) 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Business Analyst 

Consulting and implementation Manager 
Data Quality Manager 

Database Administrator 

Desktop Analyst 

HR Database Administrator 
anager (Application Development) 
IT Specialist (Baguio) 

Network Engineer 

‘QA Engineer 

pftivare Engineer 


AlphaSoft Services Corporation (part of 
$3 billion Teledata 
headquartered in Princetoni NJ with othe 
‘operating locations in Naperville, IL, 


Walnut Creek, СА and Dallas, TX. It is а 
integration and 

focusing оп 
Enterprise Solutions, CRM, E-Business, 


leading software 
consuiting company 


ВІ and Data-warehousing market 
segments. AlphaSof 


(www.alphasoftservices.com) is now 
hiring highly skilled IT consultants with 


technical expertise in any of the following: 


+ SAP -Functional & Technical (any 
module) 


+ Oracle ERP Applications- 


Functional & Technical (any module) 


+ Data Warehousing and 
Business Intelligence Tools 

. Java (Architects and Senior 
Developers) 

• „МЕТ (Architects and Senior 
Developers) 

+ IBM Middleware 


> WebSphere Enterprise Service 


Business/ Process Server! Partner 


Gateway/Business Modeller 
> TIM and TAM (Tivoli products) 
> Tivoli Monitoring Systems 
> DB2 version 9 

+ Other Technologies: 
> Agile PLM 
> Wind Chill 
> Matrixi 


You must be a graduate of Engineering, 

Business 
Administration and with a minimum of 
three years relevant experience in 


Computer Science or 


reputable IT companies. 
communication skills is a must. 


An attractive compensation & benefits 
will be offered to successful candidates, 
which include comprehensive Health 
insurance, 401K participation, US 

Life' and 


Immigration Sponsorship, 
Accident insurance and pald vacations. 


Interested applicants may send their 
resume to: e п й 


ог mail to: P.O. Box 1300, MCPO Makati 


City , Philippines 1253. 


AF ALPHASOFT 


А2 (22 SERVICES CORPORATION 


IT JOBS IN THE U 


Group) is 


Gaba PeopleSupport Baguio 


r 


" 
t 


Cebu City 


PeopleSupport Cebu 
e-Office 1, AsiaTown IT Park 
Monday to Saturday, 
9:00am to 5:00pm 
HR Hotline: (032) 234-8222 
cebu@peoplesupport.com 


Makati City 


PeopleSupport Center 


Ayala cor. Sen. Gil Puyat Avenues 
Monday to Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm 
Saturday, 9:00am to 3:00pm 
HR Hotline: (02) 755-2600 
maniajobs@peoplesupportcom 


Davao Cit 
В-1 Luisa Avenue Square,Jacinto Extension 
Monday to Saturday, 9:00am to 6:00pm, 
HR Hotline: (082) 227-9301 
davaojobs@peoplesupport.com 


Baguio City 


SM Fiesta Strip Building, 
Harrison Road, Baguio City 
baguiojobs@peoplesupport.com 


г 


PEOPLESUPPORT 


You can now checkout more jobs 


J©BMarket 
ORKING PEOPLE 


Text us your feedback: inquirer paw name/cinymessage. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


‘I want a boyfriend 
but I'm a plain Jane’ 


TM32 YEARS OLD AND STILL 
single because I’m a very 
plain Jane. Pm brown of com- 
plexion, with slightly bulging 
eyes, pimples and thick lips. 
Tm described as an “IT nerd” 
but this recognition does not 
at all make me happy because 
what I want is to have 
friends, and most of all, a 
boyfriend. Iwork asa special- 
istin the IT department of our 
company where I've been 
working for 10 years now. I 
feel I don't belong because 
nobody invites me anywhere 
on Friday evenings and on 
weekends. I never have fun 
with friends of my own. 
Is my situation hopeless? 
Please help me. 
Ms Hopeless Nerd 


You feel helpless about 
your physical condition and 
your social situation, and 
hopeless about whether you 
can have friends, be invited 
by them to go out, and to 
have a boyfriend. 'You are 
very conscious about your 
physical appearance, as a 
result you withdraw from 
social contacts and, in your 
withdrawal, you are per- 
ceived as 'unfriendly and 
that you want to be by your- 
self. It's a chicken-egg situa- 
tion: your self-consciousness 
about your plain appearance 
makes you withdraw from 
social contacts: this creates 
an image among your office- 
mates that you don’t want to 
spend time with them, and 
this makes them withdraw 
from you. Your not having 
friends and a boyfriend is not 
because of your looks but be- 
cause of your attitudes and 
behaviors. 

Well, the good news is that 
your problem is in your head 
and to solve your problem re- 
quires you to remove the 
negative contents in your 
head which you yourself 
placed there, and replace 
them with positive ones. 
That is, you need to have a 
paradigm shift from thinking, 


"m a very plain Jane; Im un- 
attractive; nobody likes to be 
my friend; I cannot have a 
boyfriend because of my unat- 
tractive appearance," etc. to 
“Pm not a very plain Jane; 
God was pleased with me 
when He created me and 
loves me for who I am; I can 
look attractive and improve 
my physical appearance; 
there are pegple out there 
and products to use to help 
me improve my looks; I can 
have an attractive personal- 
ity; I can have friends and 
have a boyfriend if I can look 
and act friendly by smiling at 
people while looking at them 
eye to eye when I speak to 
them and when I listen to 
them,” etc. 

You only have to look 
around to see couples where 
the women are also “plain 
Janes” but have strong mar- 
riages to see that you have a 
wrong mindset that you are 
“still single because you're 
very plain Jane.” 

Yes, there are people who 
can help you improve your 
physical appearance. 

They are as follows: 

1. Dermatologist to help 
you with your skin problem 
and to improve the texture of 
the skin of your face 

2. Cosmetic surgeon who 
can make improvements with 
your eyelids, your nose, the 
shape of your lips, ete. 

3. Beauticians who can: 

- do a makeup/makeover 
to improve your facial appear- 
ance including fixing your 
eyebrows, and make you look 
better to look at 

- change your hairstyle; 

- someone who can help 
you in choosing the right 
wardrobe; 

4. Someone to help you 


improve: 
= the way you stand, sit, 
walk, ete. 

- the way you talk, and to 
show interest in people in so- 
cial situations, etc. 

In short, dear Ms Desperate 
Nerd, you have absolutely no 
excuse to look the way you 
LOOK now. When you im- 
prove your physical features, 
you are exercising steward- 
ship over what God has given 
you to improve and bring out 
the beauty within you. 

As you do these things, try 
doing the following things to 
make people perceive you 
differently: 

1. During meal times in the 
office, take a seat beside a co- 
employee and initiate “posi- 
tive conversation.” “By posi- 
tive conversation,” I mean 
talk to them about the posi- 
tive in/about people, the im- 
provements you see in the of- 
fice, the improvements in the 
government, in the country, 
etc. Listen with interest as 
they agree or disagree with 
you. Do not wait for people to 
call or invite you. Take the 
initiative to invite yourself to 
them; 

2. Know the birthdays and 
milestones of people in the 


COMPANIES WITH EMPLOYEES 
‘who understand the organization's 

business goals and are motivated 

to achieve those goals can expect 

to improve their subsequent finan- 

cial performance, according to the 

latest WorkAsia research study by 

Watson Wyatt Worldwide, 

a global consulting firm. 

Тһе WorkAsia study is an 
ongoing series of Global Atti- 
tude surveys on employee work 
attitudes and opinions about 
key people practices in the 
workplace. Based on surveys 
answered by 6,500 employees 
in 12 countries in Asia Pacific 
including the Philippines, the 
research is one of the most 
comprehensive and statistically 
representative studies on the 
subject matter. 

‘Watson Wyatt defines “en- 
gaged employees” as those 
who have internalized the 
organization's business goals, 
the steps required to achieve 
those goals and further under- 
stand how their contributions 
|: drive results, according to 
Е James Matti, managing con- 

sultant of Watson Wyatt Philip- 
pines. “They have a strong de- 
sire to participate in the 
company's success." 
|} It is crucial for companies 
|, seeking to develop strategies 

for building employee engage- 
ment, to know the top drivers 
of employee engagement and 
f- how these affect productivity, 
$ retention and financial perfor- 
| mance. 
| The WorkAsia study helps 
f employers identify areas of im- 

provement in order to increase 
|, employee engagement and ef- 

fectiveness thus enhancing the 


organization's financial perfor- 
mance. 

The top three drivers of em- 
ployee engagement identified by 
the WorkAsia study for the Asia- 
Pacific region are customer focus, 
compensation and benefits, and 
communication. "These drivers 
are remarkably consistent within 
the Asia-Pacific region and around 
the world, with only slight varia- 
tion across countries,” according 
to Carlo Felicia, an associate con- 
sultant in the Manila office. 

Key findings 

The key findings of the study 
are: 

The top driver in the Philippines 
is: customer focus. Filipinos be- 
lieve that organizations that know 
how to satisfy their customers 
tend to be more successful. The 
other two key drivers are: com- 
pensation and benefits; and stra- 
tegic leadership and direction. 

Filipino employees need to trust 
in the decisions of their business 
leaders since these will personally 
impact their economic stability 
and livelihood. But trust alone is 
not enough. They also need ad- 
equate pay and benefits so they 
can sustain themselves and those 
dependent on them. Companies 
need to pay attention to these ar- 
eas more closely if they intend to 
fully maximize their human capi- 
tal for achieving business success. 

On the other hand, Filipinos gen- 
erally rated their employers low- 
est in the two drivers: strategic 
leadership and direction; and com- 
pensation and benefits. This 
means that in the areas of signifi- 
cant impact, Filipino employers 
still need to improve to maximize 
their investment in their people 


Strong link between employee 
engagement and business success 


resources. 
Favorable areas 

The highest favorable areas 
for Filipinos are in line of sight or 
knowing the objectives of the 
company and respect in the 
workplace. Filipinos believe they 
have a clear understanding of the 
business goals and the steps 
needed to help achieve them. 
They also feel that they are re- 
spected in the workplace and en- 
couraged to provide their opin- 
ions. 

Aside from reporting on gen- 
eral attitudes of employees by 
country, the WorkAsia study is 
beneficial for individual com- 
panies interested in conducting 
organizational climate surveys 
to gauge their employees’ per- 
spectives, opinions, and more 
importantly, their engagement 
level. “What is unique about 
this study is that WorkAsia 
looks at issues from a fresh per- 
spective—by segmenting the 
workforce by level of commit- 
ment and line of sight, rather 
than by a demographic slice, so 
that companies can focus spe- 
cifically on the key drivers of 
engagement for each employee 
segment,” said Mak Yuen Teen, 
director of Asia Pacific Research 
and Innovation Center. 

“The WorkAsia study tells us 
that forward-looking organiza- 
tions are replacing one-size- 
fits-all offerings with programs 
that target their most valuable 
employees. These efforts en- 
able them to create a more pro- 
ductive and stable workforce,” 
said Russell Huntington, direc- 
tor of Human Capital Group, 
Asia-Pacific. 


office—your boss, peers, su- 


pervisors,-etc. Greet them 
warmly; 

3. Befriend your co-IT tal- 
ents like yourself. Join profes- 
sional organizations of IT 
people and socialize with 
them. Your future boyfriend 
and later spouse could come 
from your ranks; 

4. If it is your birthday, buy 
cake and drinks and give to 
your co-employees, 

There are other things you 
can do to improve your ap- 
pearance, your personality 
and character. 

Try buying women’s maga- 
zines to help you with beauty 
secrets, and books such as 
Dale Carnegie’s classic “How 
to Win Friends and Influence 
People” and other similar self- 
help books you can find in 
bookstores. 

May 2008 bring out re- 
newed efforts on your part to 
look and feel better so that 
you can better appreciate and 
love. God bless you. 

(The author isa professional psy- 
chologist. She is president of Career 
Systems Inc., a management con- 
sulting and human resources and 
organizational development com- 
pany. Feedback at josantamaria 
@careersystems.com.ph.) 


i 
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E-mail: workingpeople@inguirr.com.ph 


Edtor Margie Quimpo-Espino 


. Gospel: Mt. 1: 18-24 
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel,” which means “God is with us.” 


Motivating workers 


By Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas, SDB, DD 


MANY COMPANIES OR BUSINESS WOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
the Christmas season not only to improve on their production or 
sales, but also on boosting the morale of their staff, employees and 
everyone in the workplace by giving bonuses or gifts or by having a 
celebration together. The underlying or hidden reason for the 
season's festive atmosphere is the great event of the birth of Jesus— 
God becoming man, or “God is with us.” Yet, itis a very common 
experience that the reality of God being with us remains normally 
“hidden” in these joyful celebrations or itis being “covered” by the 
frills ofthe exciting moments. Even in big Christmas celebrations— 
big expenses in terms of time, money and effort—very little is done 
to make everyone conscious and aware of the abiding presence of 
God in every minute of our day and in every place of our work. 

We could say with great certainty that God's being with us means 
He is working with us, He is present when we work and that He is at 
our side as we do our jobs. God's presence in our life and work is real 
even when we are not aware of it. He gives us the strength to bear 
all the difficulties, provides us the energies to carry on with our jobs 
even when we don't feel His divine powers. But, when we give at- 
tention to this reality we would certainly feel secure and even 
strongly motivated to work harder than usual. 

‘The thought of working with someone great or working for him-like a 
rich and noble employer, a renowned and dependable company, or a fa- 
mous personality—could normally boost the workers ability to perform 
inan excellent manner. Time and effort spent by the individual or by the 
‘company to promote and keep always the spirit of God's presence in ће 
‘work and in the workplace would therefore be most profitable forall. (Е- 
mail the author at preciousbishop@yahoo.com) 


REFLECTIONS 
è FOR THE 
ia WORKING SOUL 


Joseph the midwife 


By Teresa R. Tunay, OCDS 


FOR TODAY, ALLOW ME TO DIVERT FROM OUR USUAL WORK- 
related reflections to just this very timely one. God at times uses 
the oddest things to remind us of a truth that is furthest away from 
our minds. In the bible, He uses the ass of Balaam to speak, if He 
chooses to use your pet dog, a butterfly, a religious image, or a TV 
show to move your heart or open your eyes, who are you to question 
that? He is God, after all. He can even use a movie if He wishes, аз 
He did with “The Nativity.” 

By its title alone, we know it must be about the birth of Jesüs"Of ^ 
course, the climax of the movie is near the end, when Jesus is born. 
The newborn babe, still bathed in blood, is shown in the hands of Jo- 
seph. That single powerful shot triggered in me a barrage of thoughtstt 
which I had never pondered before: Joseph served as the midwife at 
Jesus birth! Remember they were alone at the stable—no inn would 
receive them? So who helped Mary deliver? Who cut Jesus’ uml 
cal cord? Who wiped up the baby? Who cleaned the “delivery table? 
Who put away the bloody clothes? But what really struck my he 
was, the sight of the bloody newborn—because it reminded me of the” 
humanness of Jesus. Just like you and me, he was born of a human 
mother, in blood and water; so Jesus had a navel, too! 

Before that movie I had taken for granted the humanity of Jesus’ 
birth. Like everybody else I'd been exposed to the nativity scene in 
Christmas cards, stampitas, belens and paintings through the ages 
‘which show a clean and radiant Baby Jesus in a manger, adored by 
the magi and the shepherds. Then all of a sudden he's on the movie 
screen, all covered in blood. He is indeed Emmanuel—God with us! 
(E-mail the author at teresa_de_manila@yahoo.com) 


Delivering the ultimate 
customer service experience 


EVER CALLED AN ADVERTISED 
zm for a product or service that re- 

interested you, but then they put 
youon hold fora quarter ofan hour? And 
then when somebody did pickup, twas 
to transfer you to a series of customer 
service representatives who can't seem. 
to answer your inquiries in full. 

Poor customer service could cost a 
product its desirability and also the 
patronage of customers. When this 

appens, brand building, advertising, 
marketing and service improvement 
‘measures goto waste in just an instant. 

Inthe express service industry, 
tomers look for connectivity, reliabil- 
ity and convenience in sending their 
shipments. They can know whether 
their express service provider 
‘matches these specific needs by look- 
ing at how the company's customer 
service department manages is calls. 

TNTI Philippines—the local 
arm of the global express giant—re- 
ceives almost 3,500 calls а week, 
from phone inquiries to bookings to 
customer concerns, Handling such 

poses great challenge, especially 
‘when the goal is to translate every call 
into 100-percent customer satisfac- 
tion. “There is no secret to the effi 
cient handling of calls," says Veronica 
Villasefior-Castro, newly appointed 
vice president for customer service. 

Caso draws her experience from 
more than 19 years of being in the 
business of providing customer assis- 
tance. Having started as a customer 
recalls how, during her early years in 
theindusay, she would juggle five tele- 
phones ringing all at the same time. 
From the analog phones of yore, Castro 
RE 

loy the latest Symposium system in 
callrouing and management With aur 
tomatic сай distribution function, cli 
cents are assured that all calls will be 
answered in less than 10 seconds. 

More than support technology, 
Castro firmly believes that a company 


relies on its people to deliver what she 
calls the “the ultimate customer ser- 
vice experience.” Castro shares basic 
work ethics that TNT's customer ser- 
vice staff employs to give clients such 
an experience: 

‘Set clear goals. Whether it's con- 
verting every phone inquiry into a 
booking (booking conversion) or an- 

а callin ess than 10 seconds, 
the goals are made clear to the team. 
Clear goals give clear perspective in 
doing every aspect of customer ser- 
vice—be it making a transaction or 
handling a complaint. 

Equip the team. At TNT, CS 
training begins with an orientation of 
basic customer expectations, like 
shipments delivered on time, inquir- 
ies and apprehensions answered to 
their satisfaction. 


CASTRO 


back 


ing client trust. 


The training includes a customer 
service-training module called CS 
MAX, which covers the technical side 
of the job— duties, product knowl- 
edge, systems orientation and orga- 
nizational structure. Meanwhile, the 
communication skills of the trainees 
are further developed and strength- 
ened through direct assistance and 
mentoring of the supervisor or a se- 
nior CS representative. 

Rally towards being proac- 
tive. TNTSCS: natives are well- 
versed in the company’s portfolio of 
products and services. This enables 
them to not just provide di- 
ens with solutions that best fit their 
needs but even toanticipate such needs. 

Value feedback. TNT under- 
stands that customer feedback is one 

ways to gauge service per- 
formance. Every month, TNT Express 
Philippines selects clients to partici- 
pate in the company's Service Recov- 
ery audit. Clients who've encountered 
problems in their deliveries are asked 
to comment on the service rendered 
to them, and to provide feedback on 
how they think the service can be fur- 
ther improved. Soliciting client feed- 


"The TNT head office in the Nether- 
lands also conducts their own evalua- 
ton of each country unit by hiring a 

ird party company to play "TNT cus- 
tomer" Thi "customer evaluates the 
customer service performance of the 
country unitand duly notes strong and 
‘weak aspects of performance. “The 
Mystery Shopper exercise has been in 
use for the ast 10 years. With the pro- 
gram, graded evaluation of the TNT 
country office starts the moment the 
“Mystery Shopper” dials the hotline, 

Балы ieorshe putsdownthe 
phone,” explains Castro. 

Inthemost recent customer evalu- 
ation done by the head office, the cus- 
tomer service of the TNT Philippine 
unit received the highest grade in the 
following categories: 

1. friendliness and attitude to- 
wards customers 

2. overall image of TNT Express 

3. ease of getting in contact with 
the needed TNT person 

2. speed of customer services in 


answering 
5. efficiency of the shipment order. 
process 
6. availability of needed solutions 


ved to be successful in ensur- 


EUROPEAN UNION 
DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION TO THE PHILIPPINES 


RETAIL SALES MANAGER 


" “College graduate 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT STAFF + At least 5 years sales experience, 2 years 
in a managerial capacity handling 
major supermarket accounts. 
“With excellent interpersonal, 
management and organizational skills 
* Must be strongly driven and results-oriented 
* Male or female, not more than 35 years old 


THEDELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION TO THE PHILIPPINES 
is looking for a new staff member to act as support staff for its diplomatic mission in 
MANILA. 


The vacant post is for a junior secretary in the personnel section covering such duties as 
providing administrative services in processing and maintenance of personnel documents, 
liaising with various government agencies, filing, document distribution, reception duties 
and switchboard operation, general secretarial duties including taking of minutes, keeping ~ т 


diaries, screening phone calls, organising meetings, making travel arrangements and “igo: Ng ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 


handling correspondence. іт A: > (for Imported Instant Noodles) 


‘The successful candidate will be energetic, hard-working person with initiative and a RSS ЁТ .Colege graduate 
strong sense of responsibility. < At least 5 years experience in handling 
The following qualifications are considered essential: Background in Human SORA ini genie ко 
Resources Management, high computer literacy specifically in the use of word * With experience in selling instant noodles 
processing, spreadsheets, database, email, and good organisational skills, faxing, 1 and supermarket products to major 
taking dictation and the ability to draft simple correspondence. supermarket and grocery stores 

"Male or Female, 25-35 years old 


A perfect working knowledge of English is required and a basic knowledge of French 
would be an advantage. 


Several years’ experience in a responsible position in an international setting, ability 
to work in a multi-cultural environment and having knowledge of the European 
Union; and 


ith photo to: 


- familiarity with Government, Diplomatic, and business circles. 


tr EE = т nm Tel. Nos.: 897-6819 loc. 111 or 899-6439 
Written applications for the above position together with CVs, Qualifications and or Mrs. Emily Gepilano at tel. nos.: 850-1803 or 807-2454 


Testimonials to be sent to: 
b 


Delegation of the European Commission to the Philippines, The Head of 
Administration, 30/F, Tower 2, RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave. corner Gil Puyat Ave., 
Makati city, Metro Manila 1200. 


Telefax: 02.859.5189 Email: DELEGATION-PHILIPPINES@ec.europa.e f М 


bataan a же (amma Asia 


‘CORPORATION 
A full-service marketing firm 


= is in need of 
Асет EIE 
po 
ices Pie Coen Ns ev ees aco a aa 


"|| MARKETING TEAM 


wow 
care and cosmetic products. * Knowledge of basic computer operations 
Gatsby is our flagship brand. We are currently looking for competent, success-driven, = Can work under pressure and with minimal 


Ho OC ed aaa t py la apak vr de coMPUTER udis Marke ting Direc tor ( MD- 02) 
SALES & MARKETING ASSISTANT : p= 


1 Knowledge of computer operations 

ak masm Бе Winden XP sad ыбын e Male, 28-35 years old. | 

ты sce canto ты be wiling to undergo vining and сынай мен MP RO сона eee A graduate of Business or Marketing related course. 
Manila for Three (3) months only. After the said training he wil then be assigned + Troubiesnooting sits, ne ы В 5 3 
Аа eae meee nd © At least, 3 years experience in marketing management. 


REQUIREMENTS: 


шош Marketing Managers (ММ-4) 


7, Graduate of B9, Marketing or any business course; 
Иса a aant aa aano muta 
Must be highly motivated, a team player and can work with less supervision; сш » Pagemaker, 
раманы ramon di i Cor Draw e Male or Female, 25-35 years old. 
У, Applicants must be wiling to travel within Wester Visayas region. Shed in manual and computer bases 2 4 
| With at least one year work experience in sales and marketing. METWONK/ EYE TEMS • A graduate of Business or Marketing related course. 
|. Interested applicants may send your resume to: ENGINEER e At least 1 year experience in marketing supervisory. 
‘he errata ion * Colege gradual preferably Computer д = 
fandom Philipines Corporation nG k о 4 4 о 

ке DEN ze Marketing Officers (MO-12) 
mall address: Se 


2 Si е Male or Female, 23-30 years old. 
REPOI - DAY DESK * College graduate. 
+ College graduate preterabiy major in 2 3 
maam or Mass Communication e Experience is an advantage. 


We wil respond only to shortlisted candidates. 


in Basic Computer operations: 
Skins in Communication, Interviewing. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 


CHAUFFEUR ee - 
Incumbent wil operate various veices to transport personnel to points PLEASE CALL (02) 412-7502 / (0922) 275-7645 


throughout the country. Familiarity with Metro Manila streets is E ^ 

essential E-mail: communique.asiaQyahoo.com 
QUALIFICATIONS: Must have completed high school, atleast three 

(3) years professional driving experience, preferably with a rong Look for Ms. Jet 

government or industrial/commercial establishment. Must have driver's E 

license restriction code 2, 3 and 4 (attach a copy of your license) and 

able to drive both manual and automatic transmision vehicle. Must be 

familiar with locations of important offices, streets in Metro Manila and 

suburbs. Must have an excellent driving record. Must be able to pass 

full physical including eye and hearing. Must have strong interpersonal Get a JOR hy MOUN SAME 
and team work skills. JOB OPENING CALL CENTER TRAINING PROGRAM 


COMPENSATION : Competitive salary (including mid-year and year- i "Жасаш 
оссун ийге an ойе 10th fr AIC Center Escola St Binondo, Mania Бәден 


manang 
PAGA AAN DECEMBER 28, 2007 n Junior/Senior Account Executives (Corp. Sales) 


SEND LETTER OF APPLICATION WITH COMPREHENSIVE Male/Female; preferably 23-30 years old 
RESUMETO: Graduate of any 4-year Business course preferably major in 
сБ Marketing, nt, Computer Science 
Human Resources Division Should be enthusiastic, sell-driven, independent, with 
P.O. Box EA 423 pleasing personality and can relate well with people of all 
1000 Ermita, Manila feveis 
Must have established network among former clientele 
especially in the field of IT, Tel cos. 8 the ike 
> Experience in Sales is an advantage 


кт? BRE Inquire about the JobMarket Interested applicants may apply personally @ the above 


address from Mondays to Fridays, 9:00 am to 3pm; or 
package at 897-8808 loc 514. may e-mail your application to career@tri.ph 


JOB Market... 


Willing to travel; track record in sales 


Gag CAREER OPPORTUNITIES | етен 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 


===. Total Point Of Sales (POS) 
— x SYSTEM PROVIDER 


PROJECT COORDINATOR 


Male / Female; 22 — 30 years old; with pleasing personality 

< Agraduate of ether Computer Science, Computer Engineering, Industrial 
Engineering or Business Management courses. 

4 Mustbe able to create and execute Strategic Project Planning and Project 
implementation 


© Male or Female, 24 to 32 years of age 


CUSTOMER CARE REPRESENTATIVE - CALL CENTERIACUIPRIMARY CARE AND 
Maxicare Healthcare Corporation, a top HMO serving some of the country's best ROVING 

employers of choice with over а quarter-of-a-million membership nationwide, Responsible for the correct implementation of Member's healthcare benefit policy 
through our impressive roster of over 8,000 Affiliated Specialists, Fellows and and the delivery of superior customer service at all times. Facilitates and 
Diplomates and more than 330 hospitals and clinics. monitors in-patient availments at hospitals within assigned area. 


|uttimatety, it is only at Maxicare where you experience. . . . . “healthcare at Requirements: 
lits finest”, e Preferably Medical allied course graduate (except nursing). 


> Венай не encom. 4% Background in Software and Hardware D d 
e want you if you are looking for a competitive compensation and benefits • Displays high level of TLC (tender love and care) Piotoco isan advantage, Шыны Sarde 
package. * With good charisma and unquestionable character Can perform Documentation: Test Design, Test Plan, Test Scripts and 
e Above average communication skills (both oral and written) Test Summary Report 
For the following positions: = Willing to travel 4 Highly organized and very analytical. 
+ Gan establish good rapport with internal and external clients 4 Must have an excellent communication and presentation Кї. 
CORPORATE ACCOUNTS OFFICER 2 With high level of stress tolerance and can work under pressure, 4% Must have a strong Decision-Making and Leadership skilts. 
Responsible for generating / expanding sales revenues from existing portfolio of SYSTEM ANALYST. Interested applicants may apply personally or may send their resume with recent 
accounts (renewal business) and manages the accounts to ensure customer Responsible for ensuring that the companys core application is running as photo al the E-mail address stated below. Kindly Indicate the Position applying 
retention, designated. Responsible for maintaining date integrity of the core application. for as the Subject. 


JIMAC INCORPORATED 


Requirements: Requirements: қ 2 
7 1to 2years experience in Sales industry 4 2years experience in system application Quezon City. Tel No. 742-68-32/53/59- loc. 112 Fax No. 742-6634 
‘« Exceptionally good in accounts management with proven strong track e Above average communication skills (oral and written) i 
record in sales ө ‘© Can establish good rapport to internal and external client 
e Preferred skills: Project management, assertive and can work under With high level of stress tolerance and can work under pressure 
pressure 
- ‘© Can establish good rapport with internal and external clients Please send comprehensive resume to: 
* Good team player and can work with minimum supervision julie llanes@maxicare.com.ph 


For more career opportunities, visit our website 
worw.maricare.com.ph 


Baay 
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CONVERGYS 


Outthinking.Outdoing- 


The search is on for 
the TOP talents in Bacolod. 


| [/ 
DO YOU STAND OUT? 


Technical Customer 
Service Associates 


Temporary Recruitment Site: — ' 


Circle Inn Hotel, 

Lopez Jaena - Malaspina Streets, : 

Capitol Shopping Center, И 
Bacolod City 

034-4351715 


034-4351724 
034-4351732 


k 
4 


„грилде де исо нк. ӨЙ Ап export and import trading company 
ed tees co са is in need of a 


JOB OPENINGS FOR LEADING ORGANIZED COMPANY 
INTHE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA 
(GOOD SALARY & BENEFITS FOR QUALIFIED CANDIDATES ОС INSPECTOR 
GUARANTEED ON- NME SALARY 
EMPLOYER IS IN TOWN FOR FINAL INTERVIEW alias: 


FAHED Н. AL-HOZAIM - Dammam, KSA | Male or Female 


* Atleast 25 years old 
РІ INING/SCHEDULING ENGINEERS * College graduate, graduate of an engineering degree 


ORIGINE БИЛЕР: ааа PROJECT PLANNING PACKAGE: will be an advantage but not necessary 


а АОМАН HUMAN RESOURCES, PLACEMENT & PROMOTIONS, INC. 


ER 


PAYROLL STAFF 


* College graduate (any business course) 

= With З years experience in similar field 

* knowledge of payroll system, SSS, BIR and other 
government regulations 


* knowledge of Corporate Taxation Law and basic labor laws XSERENCCINSUS STATONIPONER PLANT CONSTRUCTION PREFERABLY WITH SAUD! At least 1 year work experience in a similar position 
3 Sopenanos in bans payed kanaaotona Hara The work will involve travel to China so the applicant 
* Mathematical ability and analytical skills TESTING & COMMISSIONING ENGINEER Шалы 

* basic computer operations LICENSED ELECTRICAL ENGR NUMERICALATCROPROCESSOR BASED ABS & SEMEN Able to spes and write English ней 


DISTANCE RELAY, TESTING, COMMISSIONING & PROGRAMING. 


Good communication skills 


Send your application (with photo) NOW to: 


ELI AL ENGINEERS Experience in export buying office will be an advantage 
POI a eee ME es Н TENER Hardworking, honest and wiling to work long hours 
Pasong Tamo corner Yague and Mascardo Sis. HACEMENELIN BUBIKOONEONET PEAK PARPERADLE UH EN ерини. Please e-mail your applications to: 
Makati City 1200 APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS sales@worldbizinc.biz 


WITH TWO CI SETS OF RESUME, COPY OF DIPLOMA, PAC ID. BOARD CERT & OTHER 
PERTINENT DOCUMENTS TO PROVE QUALIFICATION. LOOK FOR DOLLY (2ND Floor) 
TOR MANPOWER POOLING / NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED. 

‘BEWARE OF LEGAL RECRUITERS 


or email to: jreyes @inquirerpublications.ph; 
spanlilio @ inquirer.com.ph 


THANK You, THANK You 
ANG BABAIT NINYO, 
ЭТ READERS! 


OG 


DECEMBER 23, 2007 
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R: By Denise Anne Castro, 


жер. CAR on 


11 years ol 


VERYWHERE YOU LOOK, YOU KNOW IT'S CREYA 
Glittering lights hang from trees and colorful lanterns adorn 
the windows of most houses. 


aF ; 
But,not Baby 's house. | ; 
Corbo's family lives in Tondo, 
unded by gambling neighbors, 
the only house ir, the area 
to pay for electric bills. 


eid ей Analyn “Baby" 
Manila. Their small house |5 surround 
"fishball vendors and stray dogs. Theirs is 
M. without electricity for they have no money 
_ At night, they use а gasera (gas lamp) to 


ax is the youngest of five children. Her father sells pude | 
P, Baywalk, while her mother stays at home, They barely have engug 


money. to..cover their daily expenses. 


ents can't afford to buy her and һе 


This Christmas, Baby's par ои е 


siblings gifts. While she dreams of having new d 
pair. of shoes, Baby understands their financial 


doesn't expect nor complain. 


а enano eeyan tre ten 


light their overcrowded X. 


| difficultie She = 


Pasko," 


E-mail: ji@inquirer.com.ph 


1 WHATS INSIDE: 


Looks like Santa's 
not-so-little қ hr 
helpers 3 


“One might wonder if B. 
aby enjoys th 
he says that although their ce| od 
families, she makes the m 


s th ristmas season at all, 
lebration is unlike those of kids from 
ost of Christmas in her Own way, 


an Important time for the family. 

re a simple noche buena of biko 1. 

0a and pancit. This year though they X 
ks to the efforts of Baby hr d her 
gs in Divisoria whenever теге ге по 
d enough to buy the ingredients of that 


Asked what her Christi i 
mas wish was, she did 
toys or clothes. Instead, she answered, KAHA jsh сат ius ; 
d asayang 


D Y 
š фе ғылы 
an awful lot from Baby. Wa. 
hristmas is all about, The true 


I realized that we can learn 
Sometimes lose sight of what C| 


fees f 1 a 
| сан "i Wien not in the latest gadgets, coolest toys E 
lothes. It's in the simple joys—like spending tine Ni 


sharir g bi essings with your family. PHOTOS BY NIÑO JESUS:ORBETA 
Ji 


2007. | 
0975 i 


This is gout where лау 
gou can express your thoughts and 
feelings about anything under the 

sun in the form of essays, poems, 
letters and even illustrations! 


Send all contributions ro ji@inquirer. A 
com.ph. Don’t forget to indicate 4 
your full name, age and the city 

where you live. МЕЛІ be waiting! 


All my grades got 
higher. It feels like all 
my hard work has 
been rewarded. 
—Frances Gabrielle 
Alejo, 12, Manila 


ыс 


“Ve. 


When my mom and dad ё 
gave me snare drums. Grace M LEUNG 
I've been asking my Fb Editorial Consultant 


A 


m 
“LYNETT А. VILLARIBA 


[a he Philippine | 
parents for that for al- Design Consultant When 1 read about t ti pp 
most a year.—Jasper “J Aa Fagle chick, | was rea 


Le iiie itae Fal ade 


Art Director 
B Adonis, 10, Manila 


eni mik thankful that God used people to 
Staff Write ] H 
US A рине М. virum: fh! save the chick from suffocation. V. 
I was so happy when 1% ИБ ыыы. | ew that much 
| | STEPHANIE BRAVO Deep inside, | am not tha! DM 
received a yoyo watch (6 d E = Illustrator f bi d because Í find 
i a эя 3 Curro SAN МАТЕО 1245 2 
because it can tell time ; А == of a fan o NI t when | read that short article, 
and I could play with 4 3 Hina pa тем 3 some of them irritating. Bu е 
СИРО 5 сег 1 . . . " 

—Mark Christian S oooocoó- E | foun d birds to be not that irritating anymore 
THE Junior INQUIRER 15 pub- Fi * Exo 
— lished by the Philippine Daily 


a F Inquirer on each Sunday oí қ start caring not just i 
I felt so blessed when ата ee з | That day | learned that that we should st ый g 1 
most of my friends were We. Ear iu for ourselves, but also for the animals around us. 


"Office address: Philippine Mc. 
| Г; 
у 


Igaya, 10, Manila 


1 
р | 
allowed by their parents to (“ЭСА Dally Inquirer Building, Chino 
attend my birthday party кендерін рей Pasong Ж | 


| Mascardo Sr. Het Cy Frances Aldana 1, 
& E. Babila, 10, Manila Philippines А 


Telephone number: 897-8808 0 years old 
eee foc. 340 (Editorial) and 534 а 


It was an honor to be 
chosen as a commentator * 
in our class Mass. All my 7 
classmates wanted that fi 


picked.—Mea | у а 7 
Katipunan, 11 y ET 2 : — ! ! апу мау for superstylin' girls to get fash- 
БЕ... : : Е ion forward advice for the future? Totally! 
z Ask this funky fortune-teller questions 
cm ie 2 about school, boys, fashion or fun and M 


ү. you'll get some answers, Bratz Magi 
mg , 4 you'll g A gic Ball 
паи Alejo , ік Ng is distributed by Ban Kee Trading. 


DINO AUTOPSY. 
Ever wondered how 
dinosaurs really look? 
How they walked on 
earth to hunt for 
food? Did they tower 
over tress and walked 
over other animals? 
Were they really 
green or brown just 
like the dinosaur 
cartoon characters? 
Were they capable of 
running as fast as 
cars? Catch National 
Geographic Channel's 
“Dino Autopsy” and 
watch as a: group of 
paleontologists try to 
answer these 
questions and unlock 
the mysteries behind 
the evolution of these 
ancient reptiles. “Dino” 
Autopsy” airs on Dec. 
26 at 11 ат, and 
Dec, 29 at 1 p.m. and 
5 p.m. only on the 
National Geographic 


naga aa с. 
сауа е 


t 
ү 
B 
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Channel. ў 
TOYS AND 
COLLECTIBLES RY 
FAIR. 8 Collectibles i : p 3 5 
Unimed Ж | with a minimum Р500 hase 
t : E T purcha: Я 
a hte ч 4 Ee be of Disney items from the 3 
proven em ус E * | Children's Wear, Children's Shoes 


and Character Shop departments. [5 
2nd Annual Toys and ў 


Collectibles Christmas 
Fair. The Christmas 
Toy Fair features the ` 
best selection of 
kiddie toys, dolls, 
action figures, die 
cast cars, licensed 
merchandising and 
high end collectibles 
this side of town. So 
troop now to SM 
Megamal's Mega- 
trade Hall 2. The 2nd 
Annual Toys and 
Collectibles Christmas : 
Fair runs from Dec. utr DOTT Ў pers 
21-23, 10 am. to 10 534 2955 4 У Y 
p.m. For more details tthe n's wear and shoes departments. Weave gottit 
visit the event website MAKATI- CUBAO “ HARRISON * NORTH EDSA + STA MESA + ORTIGAS + LAS PINAS : BACOOR * FAIRVIEW + SAN LAZARO * MANILA + PAMPANGA * MANDURRIAO » DELGADO * CEBU 
DAVAO * CAGAYAN DE ORO. * BICUTAN. * LUCENA “BAGUIO + MARILAO- DASMARINAS + BATANGAS + STA. ROSA * SUCAT * CLARK "MALL OF ASIA + BACOLOD * TAYTAY 


„WWWEOYCON, CO.CC. ine Lan. PER OTI NCR PERMIT NO. 4897 SERIES OF 2008 


adii d чеши р Pa ac DO t y E € сз " 

MO. 7 SĪNQUIRER | 

: „Эе У 

ee 7 Rovanier emiAFIh 
WORKERS put final ІЛДІ 
touches on this fantastic Dear Santa н 
sculpture for the 20th Harbin AT the Santa Claus! 
ee IceSnow Post Office on the Arctic 
Sculpture Expo. The expo is Circle, people dressed 
scheduled to open on Dec, 20 xs elves read lekfers:sert 


in the capital оё Нейопайапа to Santa from around 
province, We hope they don't Í the world. Anyone who 


run out of snow! AP aspires to be Santa's 
helper has to go to the 
new Elf Academy near 
the North Pole, which 
Finland claims as home 
the "real" Santa f 


We got gifts! 


COUGAR -cubs 
Ashkii, Takoda and 
Yazhi of the Six Flags 
Discovery Kingdom got 
a visit from Santa too! 
M They were treated to 


: : ba i Д presents filled with 
Lighting up p Chistes А s И balls, pine cones, and 


LIZARES mansion, now known as Angelicum School, lights up pu T 1 4 other treats. The 
every year during the Yuletide season and attracts commuters and Ui 4 cougars were acquired 
nearby residents at the Jaro district in Iloilo City. The structure, which i i а ЕЙ by the park after being 
was built during the colonial period, is well-known as one of Iloilo's Ng << болсы АЕ orphaned. 
distinguished heritage houses. Arnold Almacen / Inquirer Visayas à 


oliday lanterns 
A LANTERN honoring Filipino 


national artist Benedicto Reyes 
Cabrera, more popularly known 
as "Bencab' is paraded by 
College of Fine Arts students 
before a huge crowd. The annual 
lantern parade at the University 
| of the Philippines in Quezon City 
dates back to 1934 as a "fitting 
| мау to end classes for а long 
N Christmas holiday.” AP 
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BY LEVEL-UP GAMES 


DECENBER 26, 2007! FOR DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT MTTPAANWW RAGNAROK PH 


RAGNAROK 
CELEBRATE THE RAGNA HOLIDAYS улты GEAR: L- 7 2 
TUN p" а ng CH 

d i А Я IPLOMATIC ; = ні 2 
PRE 3 х 2; p Pag ^ ^ я \ У, 


І AM ASSIGNING 
TWO OF MY MENTO N 
STAND GUARD HERE FOR) .. 
YOUR 


NARINIG NYOPO Y 
‘YANG SINABI СА 
COMMERCIAL NG 

GAS, TaN 2 


NAKUKUHA BA по SA 
KANYANG UPBRINGING 


E] 


srry Gapan? 
| JO т 
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SNOWMAN IS 
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GARFIELD 


ТМ PRACTICING MY 
YOU-GOT- ME-THAT-FOR- 
CHRISTMAS?! FACE 


Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate 


i CHRISTMAS | 
s SCENE... Ng 
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SLE ETT ETI TIER gere ет. 


ele 


PANU NAAT IL. teu 


тық 


E PLACE IT IN YOUR . 
REFRIGERATOR. 


С WAIT AT LEAST 
“o 30 MINUTES. DO 
YOUR HOMEWORK. 


SNR Aa nana no ag cs a 


ics 


6; TAKE OUT THE HELLO! 
27 PIPERS FROM THE 
REFRIGERATOR. 


REAM 


Wafer Pipes 


ENJOY THE 
HILLICIOUS. 


REPEAT 


TS UU M NET ANS 
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barking dogs &x 
inspiring "lives 
fruitcak fren i 


CHANEL 


& 3 - 
VA 
— 
— 
Б - 
kh. 


SKIN CAVIAR 
LUXE EYE LIFT CREAM 
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SINCE 1952 


Essay 
By Michael L. Tan 


Barking 
Dogs 


That Christmas in Isabela, we had merely 
replayed a scene from many places, many 
different times: of barking dogs and 
Christmas joy and hope silencing rancor and 
anger, enmity and bullets 


llustration by Steph Bravo 


the occasional candie-lit huts of the villagers until 


Rosario asked me to listen to dogs barking in the 
eventually, Sr. Julia's hut came into view. 


distance. "They," she said mysteriously, “will be 
your guide." And suddenly | remembered Sr. 
That Christmas season some 20 years ago, | Julia and asked about her. 
had been restless, somewhat alienated by 
Yuletide commercialism in Manila. Two days 
before Christmas, | felt | just had to go and seek 
refuge by visiting Sr. Julia Gonzales, RGS, a 
Good Shepherd sister who was working in San 
Mariano, Isabela. | had worked in her barrio as а 
student volunteer the previous summer, and for 
some reason the place was constantly on my 
mind. 


"Sr. Julia, Sr. Julia,” | called out, "Merry 
Christmas.” 
A few days later, | was with Sr. Julia, now retired 
and frail at the Good Shepherd convent. | wanted 
to tell her about how, that Christmas Eve more 
than 20 years ago, | had indeed been 
apprehensive but had found comfort in barking 
dogs along the way. Their barking had not been 
hostile nor threatening; rather they barked to 
mark their territory but in the process were able 
to “guide” me to Sr. Julia's hut. It was their 
barking, too, that reassured me that things were 
“normal” in the barrio, that people were around 
and that there had been no military skirmishes or 
encounters. 


Sr. Julia was overwhelmed; but like a 
grandmother, she went from delight to gentle 
scolding. San Mariano was heavily militarized, an 
area known for clashes between the New 
People's Army and the military. 


1 spent the next few days there, learning what 
Christmas could be. The poverty was so severe 
there wasn't an exchange of gifts. No caroling, 
no Christmas trees, no Christmas feasts. But the 
spirit was there, generating its own warmth and 
teaching me that the best homage to Christ and 
his message was silence and simplicity. 


So the day before Christmas, | took a long, 
bumpy bus trip up to Ilagan, Isabela, followed by 
an even bumpier jeepney trip to San Mariano, 
wondering along the way if | had made a foolish 
decision. 


But | kept my silence, just holding Sr. Julia's 
hands, comforted by returning memories. That 
Christmas in Isabela, we had merely replayed a 
scene from many places, many different times: of 
barking dogs and Christmas joy and hope 
silencing rancor and anger, enmity and bullets. • 


| arrived at the barrio in the evening--not really 
that late, but in rural areas, life grinds to a halt 
soon after dusk. The last stretch had to be made 
on foot and it all seemed so desolate. There was 
no electricity in the barrio so all there was were 


Over the years | had lost touch with Sr. Julia, 
until a few months ago, when | began to practice 
Zen and was taken in as a student by Sr. Rosario 
Battung, RGS, another Good Shepherd sister. 
The first teaching session | had with her, Sr. 


Figure It Out 


336 A.D.: The year Western Christians first 


celebrated Christmas-6n December 25, after 


Emperor Constantine had declared 
- Christianity the Roman Empire's favored 
) religion. 


9: Number of dawn Masses in the traditional 


Misa de Gallo or Misa de Aguinaldo 
4,826: Average number of live births in a 
day in the Philippines in 2000 for the entire 
year : 


4,918: Average number of live births a day. 
in the Philippines in December 2000 alone 
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1.9 billion: Estimated number of Christmas 
cards sent in the US every year 


30: Number of languages available for 
Hallmark cards, touted as the world's largest 
producer of greeting cards, as distributed in 


‚ 100 countries. 


P50-P80: Price range of “anahaw parol" made 
in Daraga, Albay, as of 2003 


P25-P75: Price range of “abaca parol’ made in 
Daraga, Albay, 2003 А 


P300,000: Amount needed to produce giant 


Christmas lanterns (18-feet diameter) in 
Pampanga as of 2005 


2,000: Estimated number of families 
involved in the production of Christmas 
lanterns in San Fernando, Pampanga 


12,000+: Estimated daily passenger volume 


“in the domestic terminal of the Ninoy Aquino 


International Airport during the Christmas 
season of 2005 


Prepared by Inquirer Research 

Source: Inquirer Archives, National Statistics Office, 
. Hallmark, Christianitytoday.com, Official website of 

the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Manila 
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ЈЈореме from his background, lan Hall 
McKenzie is the perfect person to oversee in- 


a special breed of chef to produce dishes that 
remain grounded in good taste at 35,000 feet. 


McKenzie, an Australian born in Scotland, 


in 1966. 


Now 56, McKenzie is PAL's executive chef for 
catering services. He took over in 2005 after 


for China Airlines, Malaysia Airlines and Ansett 
a kitchen that prepares food for thousands of 


passengers every day, food that has to remain 
awesome even at cruising altitudes. 


Making the Cut 


McKenzie on getting the best cuts of meat 


1. Plan ahead and decide 
what dish you're going to 
cook. Ask your butcher for the 
best cuts for the desired dish. 


2. Like cheese and wine, meat 
should be aged. Beef, if kept 
well under good storage 
condition, will benefit from 21- 
30 days of aging before 
consuming. 


3. Get your meat vacuum 
packed if possible. This will 
protect the meat and assist 
with a little wet aging. 
Carefully handled meat will be 
slightly firm to the touch and 
the smell will be mild and 


and frozen, if bought frozen. 
Defrost in the chilled area of 
your fridge. Always keep your 
meat well wrapped, labeled 
and protected from the air of 
the chiller or freezer 
compartment. 


5. Marinades protect meat, 
add flavor and help to 
tenderize it. 


6. Try to avoid home trimming 
as this is wasteful if one has 
no other use for the trimmings 
than food for the pet dog. 
Having a dish already in mind 
when you go to the butcher 
will help a lot in the planning 


The Meat 


of the Matter 


Philippine Airlines’ executive chef lan 
McKenzie on the art of choosing and 
cooking meat 


flight meals for Philippine Airlines (PAL). It takes 


discovered the world of culinary arts on a lark at 
15, when he decided to try out a cooking course 
at a local school. He became an apprentice chef 


working in various top jobs in England, as well as 


Airlines. In this capacity, McKenzie is in charge of 


fresh. 


Part of McKenzie's thrust has been to include 
uniquely local flavors at those rarefied heights, 
which explains why Filipino staples like 
Goldilocks pastries now tickle palates on PAL 
flights. Perhaps the most impressive magic he 
does is to combine traditional Filipino tastes with 
international flavors and contemporary touches. 
McKenzie's handiwork сап be seen in his 
handling of something that can be both basic and 
fancy: meat. 


McKenzie explains: “Meat has always been 
highly prized as a very good source of energy, 
although some cultures and religions that prize 
vegetable or plant life more tend to avoid it. But 
once the arguments are settled, a good 
barbecue is hard to beat, with the warm coals 
heating the grill bars, the meat being cooked on 
the searing bars and flavors intoxicating the 
nostrils, leaving one salivating. For every good 
argument against meat, there is a counterclaim.” 


Filipinos, for example, have their own 
preferences. “Pinoys, like people of other culture, 
are driven by their forebears," he says. “Where 
meat is concerned, particularly beef, there is a 
cut perfectly matched for a particular dish." 


The chef enumerates the cuts and method for 
various Filipino meat dishes: Bulalo (beef shank, 
slow cooking), Bistek Tagalog (tenderloin or strip 
loin, barbecue or grilling), Tapa (grass-fed 
tenderloin, wing ribs, strip loin, rump), Giniling 
(minced sirloin for fast cooking, chuck steak for 
slow cooking), Pochero (rolled brisket, shoulder 
or chuck tenders), Morcon (round knuckle or strip 


4. Keep your meat well-chilled 
(one to four degrees Celsius) 


and buying, and will save you 
time and money, not to 
mention improve food on the 
table. * 


loin, slow braise), and Callos (tripe and knuckle 
beef, slow braise). For McKenzie's advice on how 
to maximize the flavors of meat in these dishes, 
please visit www.inquirer.net. 


McKenzie has his personal favorites when it 
comes to meat. "| like rump. In my early years in 
the kitchen, we used to bone them regularly and 
hang them till tender. The steaks were just the 
best. A good braised brisket or eye round makes 
for a flavorful meal. My favorite beef dish of all 
time would be braised oxtail as | really like the 
bone flavors and gelatinous richness on the 
palate.” 


He also likes braised beef rump points Lyonnaise 
with plenty of onions, English steak and kidney 
pudding using suet pastry (steamed), Roast rib of 
Aberdeen Angus beef with Yorkshire pudding, 
pan gravy and horseradish sauce. 


Ultimately, McKenzie knows that the basics can 
be the best. “Of course, a nice grilled steak is 
always appealing. Here, picking the correct meat 
is critical to the finished product. Try to avoid 
beef which is too dark; the meat should be 
reddish pink with clean whitish creamy fat," he 
advises. 


The sheer power of that last description is ample 
evidence of why meat remains the centerpiece of 
every meal, and McKenzie says it will stay that 
way. "We аге no longer hunter-gatherers," he 
says. “Although we do that from a shopping 
trolley, we now hunt for quality and competitive 
pricing." + 


ош 5 


Feature 
By Егіс 5. Caruncho 


From Shoeshine 
Boy to Tycoon 


Right from the start, Tony Cabangon Chua 
had two major strikes against him: he was 
born out of wedlock, and he grew up poor. 
But these did not stop him from being a 
self-made multi-millionaire 


Horatio Alger Jr. was the Stephen King of 
his day. Arguably, he was the most successful 
novelist of the late 19th century, in spite of having 
only one plot which he used over and over again. 


His heroes were invariably dirt-poor street 
urchins who, by dint of hard work, perseverance, 
and timely mentoring by a wise father-figure, 
pulled themselves up by their own bootstraps to 
become wealthy captains of industry. Alger's 
novels were hugely influential on readers who 
took his homely message to heart: work hard, be 
honest and fair, improve yourself, and life will 
reward you with success. 


To this day, a rags-to-riches tale is still referred to 
as а "Horatio Alger story.” Ironic, since hardly 
anyone reads Horatio Alger anymore. 


Of course, now that Bill Gates is the paradigm of 
worldly success, most aspirants would rather 
skip the first part about hardship and suffering 
and go straight on to becoming dot.com 
millionaires. 


They're missing the point: the struggle's the 
thing. It's the hardship and suffering that give 
meaning to success, and vice versa. 


Just ask self-made multi-millionaire and former 
Laos ambassador Antonio L. Cabangon Chua. 


Cabangon Chua's life is Horatio Alger writ large. 
In fact, it reads like a telenovela—with an added 
twist: from riches to rags and back to riches 
again. 


His father, a well-to-do Chinese businessman, is 
killed by the Japanese during the war, leaving 
him and his mother with nothing but the clothes 
on their backs. They are forced to live with 
wealthy relatives who treat his mother like a 
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servant. Pride wins out and they choose dignified 
poverty over abject security. The boy takes an 
assortment of odd jobs, from shoeshine boy to 
fish vendor. It is here that the pivotal dramatic 
moment occurs. While shining the boots of a 
sadistic G.I., he is kicked to the gutter like а dog. 
In his rage and shame, he vows to the heavens 
that he will, like Scarlett O'Hara in “Gone With 
The Wind," “never go hungry again.” And then 
some. His mother scrapes up enough capital to 
set up a small sari-sari store. They scrimp and 
save, and with their meager earnings, he is able 
to go to college and complete an accounting 
course. He starts a jeepney route, and then 
opens a pawnshop with some partners. He 
builds a business empire slowly, going from 
modest success to modest success: night clubs, 
motels, markets, until he hits the big time. He 
goes into insurance, publishing, real estate, 
hotels—all under his own steam—and each 
venture is blessed by his Midas touch. Finally, he 
is able to look back on all he has accomplished 


and say that success is the best revenge on the 
poor hand that fate had dealt him. 


So stirring was the tale that National Artist Nick 
Joaquin titled his 1986 biography of Cabangon 
Chua “A Saga of Success." At the time of his 
death in 2004, Joaquin had begun work on a 
sequel and had in fact completed several hours 
of interviews with Cabangon Chua and those 
close to him. The sequel was eventually 
completed by Joaquin's protégé Jose F. Lacaba 
and this writer. Titled "The Continuing Saga of 
Success," it takes up where Part One leaves off. 


Excerpt: 


In Antonio L. Cabangon Chua, Joaquin must 
have found a subject worthy of his prodigious 
talents: the success story of a modern Filipino 
who, by dint of his own indomitable will, 
ceaseless struggle, and hard-won knowledge of 
the workings of the world, managed to rise from 
a poverty-stricken background to carve out his 
own business empire, an empire that today 
encompasses insurance, health care, banking, 
property management, newspapers and 
magazines, a memorial park, a hotel chain, a car 
dealership, and countless other enterprises. 


"You should ask what businesses | am not in," 
Cabangon Chua says of his diverse interests. 
“Modesty aside, | am in a little of everything." 


At least 5,000 families depend upon his 
enterprises for their living, and Cabangon Chua, 
now in his seventies, continues to embark upon 
new business ventures. Yet he is loathe to call 
himself taipan. In all humility, he says, * ат а 
nobody" compared with the Sys, Gokongweis, 
Tans, and Yuchengcos. “I know my limitations.” 


In fact, this reserve officer of the Armed Forces 
would rather call himself "Taong-lupa," because 
he refuses to forget where he came from. 


In "A Saga of Success," Joaquin speculates at 
length on the inner psychology that might have 
motivated Cabangon Chua to succeed. 


"Antonio L. Cabangon Chua had a couple of 
Strikes against him from the start. One is growing 
up poor. The other is (literally) more sinister. He 
was born, as he puts it, ‘outside the kulambo,' 
meaning his parents were not married.... That 
and poverty should have killed any chance of 
him making his way up in the world. Not to 
mention the bitterness that should have soured 
his entire outlook on life. But that was not the 
effect of misery on Tony." 


Cabangon Chua himself admits: "| have a 


burning desire to succeed in life because of the 
way my mother was treated by our rich relatives 


(continued on page 12) 


Menu 
By Margaux Salcedo 


Gifts of Great Taste 


How to get ready for your New Year's Resolutions: first, you gotta indulge... 
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Sweet offerings: Frozen brazo de Mercedes and assorted jams 


Crammine for that last minute Christmas 
menu or Christmas gift? Here are some items my 
true love sent to me ... 


On the first day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me ... a box of Rum Raisin Trufles by Honey 
Dy. These gorgeous truffles are coated with dark 
chocolate and have just a hint of rum. They 
come in an elegant wooden box (P360) or in a 
gold box (P360). Contact Honey at 0918- 
5304610.* 


On the second day of Christmas, my true love 
sent to me... two rolls of Sweet Surrender from 
The Sweet Life by Ange. This is a frozen brazo 
de Mercedes that I call a "first date dessert" 
because it's just light and happy and hopeful, 
and so deceptively innocent, really like a first 
date. You hear Kylie Minogue singing "Lucky" in 
the background as you bite into it (or the 
Supremes or a young Britney Spears, depending 
on your generation!). The Sweet Life by Ange is 
part of the Baker's Dozen Bazaar held every 
weekend at the Power Plant "food court" 
(Concourse Level). Contact 0917-8238198 or 
815-0188.* 


On the third day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me ... three Jars of Jam by Kablon Farms. 
Name your favorite fruit and they most likely 
have the preserve version of it. A pack of three 
jars costs only P150 to P180, depending on the 
variety (mangosteen preserve is pricier) and is 
packaged creatively enough to give away as a 
no frills gift. Kablon Farm Foods has its main 
office in South Cotabato but the kiosk Sari 
Sitsirya at the Fiesta Market near the open 
parking area in Market! Market! carries their 
products. 


On the fourth day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me... four layers of heaven in Karen Young's 


KABLON FARMS 


MANGOSTEEN 
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Courtesy of The Sweet Life by Ange 


Frozen Strawberry Brazo de Mercedes. A 
unique take on the brazo, the bottom layer is 
chocolate cake! The contrasting flavors of 
chocolate against strawberry is lovely. The disco 
of taste, texture and even temperature is just wild 
in this baby, you must try it to believe it! Contact 
Karen's Kitchen 898 2280. 


On the fifth day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me ... five different kinds of cheese from 
Santi's. A basket of cave-aged gruyere, brie and 
any of your other favorite European cheeses will 
make you “Say Cheese!” on Christmas day. 
Santi's Delicatessen, WIC Building, 7431 Yakal 
Street, San Antonio Village, Makati City. 


On the sixth day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me ... six bags of chicharon from Obet's 
Chicharon. These are thick and with almost half 
an inch of fat. The outer layer of skin is crunchy 
and then your teeth sink into the gooey fat that 
later gets stuck between your teeth. Eviiiil! 
Contact 0917-8339539. 


On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love 
sent to me ... seven packs of pastillas de leche. 
| love anything made from carabao 
milk—carabao cheese (kesong puti), ice cream, 
and, of course, pastillas. Alice Special Pastillas 
de Leche uses pure carabao milk. Contact 0920- 
9209660 or 713-5040 or visit Sari Sitsirya at the 
Fiesta Market in Market! Market! 


On the eighth day of Christmas, my true love 
sent to me ... eight pieces of Premium Atlantic 
Salmon Steak from Icebox. These are packed 
and cost only P330 per pack (net weight 400 to 
450 grams). Or you can order a whole salmon (4 
to 5 kgs) at P490 per kilo. This is perfect for 
those who don't want to go to market on 
Christmas day because Icebox delivers for a 
minimum order of P500. Contact 487-9802 or 


gaux Salcedo 


visit the Legazpi Market in Legazpi Village (near 
the park) today (Sunday mornings only). 


On the ninth day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me... nine New York Strip Steaks. Icebox 
also packs steaks (NY Strip Steak P270/pack, 
450 grams). Their meats are imported from 
South America. 


On the tenth day of Christmas, my true love sent 
to me... ten buns from the Panaderia of Sonya's 
Garden (Buck Estate, Alfonso, Cavite—just a bit 
past Tagaytay). These are baked as fresh as the 
salads they serve. While you're there you might 
also want to take home Sonya's salad dressings 
that will remind you of the wonderful escape you 
experienced at her Country Bed and Breakfast. 
Call 0917-533 5140. 


On the eleventh day of Christmas, my true love 
sent to me... eleven fruit baskets. ATM Fruit 
Stall in Market! Market! near the fastfood area 
has exotic fruits such as persimmon, Japanese 
pears, and black grapes. Contact Rene at 0917- 
7001200. 


On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love 
sent to me... 12 scoops of Haagen Dazs ice 
cream! The first non-franchise branch of 
Haagen Dazs has opened in Mall of Asia and is 
just screaming for attention! Think chocolate 
fondue but instead of fruits or marshmallows, 
you dunk in bite-size ice cream balls. Or a 
chocolate journey via a plateful of variations of 
chocolate ice cream. You'll melt! 


Too much? Come on, what are New Year's 
Resolutions for? Have a Merry Christmas, 


everyone! Don't count calories—count 
blessings! - 


“Orders need two to three days’ advance notice. 
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Home for Christmas, 


At Last 


As the daughter of a British Lord, Maritoni Fernandez has seen the world and 
gone places. But she hated her life. Until it was almost snatched from her 


Fiery more Christmases is all she's asking for, 


and every one of them to be spent at home with 
family gathered around her—daughter Alexia, 
son Liam, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. 


“I'm hoping to live into my eighties, and | want 
what my /о/а has,” she says, with a look that's a 
mix of defiance and wistfulness. “We celebrated 
her 88th birthday last week, and we were all 
here, like it was Christmas,” she continues. “I 
told her, nang, | want to live to be as old as you, 
and to see my great grandchildren. But even if | 
don't, | hope they turn out to be the way yours 


are. 


Maritoni Fernandez is 38, and needs 50 more 
years to get to her grandmother's age. She does 
not know though if she'll have them. Alexia is 12 
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and Liam is 2; still a long way off from the next 
generation. But this actress dares look so far into 
the future—and asks for so much—because she 
knows that even from year to year, even for the 
short term, there are no guarantees. 


It has been more than seven years since she 
was diagnosed with breast cancer, fought a 
grueling battle against it for a year, and won. She 
came through the experience realizing that life 
can never be the same again. Having had 
cancer, even if the disease is in remission, really 
means living with the continuing possibility of its 
recurrence. One can take this negatively, living in 
fear and dread; or positively, as Maritoni does, 
focusing not on how long but on how much life is 
lived. 


“Even to this day | live my life with that cloud 
over my head. But all | care about is that I'm 


okay now, and I'm holding on to what I've got. | 
live for now—| really do." 


For Maritoni, the eldest of four daughters of Lord 
Anthony Moynihan, a British lord of the House of 
Leeds, Christmas evokes happy memories of 
home because it meant traveling back to the 
Philippines where her mother was. "Up to now, 
no matter where you were, you had to be home 
with Mom on Christmas. If not for that, | probably 
wouldn't have come home anymore," she 
shares. 


Childhood for this actress was both "great" and 
“difficult.” Her father was a British lord with a 
checkered past who raised Maritoni and her 
three sisters in the manner of royalty, but also in 
а way she describes as "off the beaten path.” 


Born in England, she spent her early years in the 
Philippines where her parents decided to settle. 
At 10, she was sent to Taipei to study. “My father 
had amazing foresight, and believed that 
someday there would be more people speaking 
Chinese than any other language." So she was 
sent off to live with a Chinese family and study in 
a Chinese school for two years. 


“My parents said they wouldn't come visit me 
unless | could get into a cab and tell the driver 
exactly where we were going without getting lost. 
That took about six months. On my sixth month, | 
called them and said, ok guys, time to come 
over.” 


After Taipei, Maritoni was packed off to a 
boarding school in England, where she lived for 
the next seven years. By then her parents had 
divorced, but there was always her Mom to come 
visit in Manila and her British grandmother in 
London. 


At 19, her father wanted her to go on to 
university, but she had decided she wanted to 
live in the Philippines. So she hid all the 
acceptance papers from the universities and 
packed for home. Today, on hindsight, she 
realizes that what she was really longing for was 
to “live at home—and to me home was where my 
Mom was. 


“Maybe it's because | was shoved into so many 
situations growing up that all my life I've always 
been asking: Do | really belong here? In Taipei, | 
was a European among Chinese students. In 
England, | was the daughter of a British lord, 
more British than many of the girls in school, but 
| was half-Filipino so to them | was a 'half-breed.' 
It was tough.” 


Her parents’ divorce has also given her 
“separation and abandonment issues", she 
theorizes, burdens which she carries into her 
relationships. 


Back in the Philippines, Maritoni found her niche 
in show business, got married and had a 
daughter. Soon after, there was the Big C to fight 
and later, a divorce to go through. A showbiz 
relationship blazed and fizzled out, then came 
the gift of having another child. 


Uncannily, the experience of battling cancer gave 


her a different lens through which to view 
everything that has happened in her life. 


“Growing up, I've always asked myself so many 
‘whys.’ Why did I have to go to Taipei? Why did | 
have to study in England? Why did | have to be 
away so much? Why did | have divorced parents 
and a broken family?" Maritoni recalls. "At the 
time | was going through it, it always seemed like 
| hated my life. | hated the fact that my parents 
divorced and that they packed me off to China 
and then to boarding school when they were 
here in the Philippines. | hated that | had to go 
showbiz just to make money. Everything to me 
was one big problem—I was never in control. 


"And then, when | got sick, | realized why. 
Because if | didn't go through all that 
ordeal—mentally, emotionally, and yes, 
physically—1 would not have been prepared to 
face cancer." 


She also began to appreciate the life she always 
felt she hated. "| only saw that | had tough 
childhood. Of course it was wonderful, being 
able to travel and see the world and all that, but 
when you're a child, you don't appreciate that. 
You just want to be with your Mom. Now that I'm 
much older and have two kids of my own, | look 
back and realize I've really lived a full life. | wish | 
could go back and cherish them more. My only 
regret was that | wasn't in the moment when it 
was happening. And that's why | felt cheated. 
Just when I've finally realized that | have to live 
for today and enjoy every second of it, then 
you're going to tell me life's ending?” 


And that's why she fought to slay alive, says 
Maritoni, again defiantly and wistfully. “| love 
where | am. | love my home; | love my children; | 
love my life. There isn't anything about it that | 
don't love—and | want to stay alive and live my 
life.” 


She was able to survive the agonizing 


Enjoying every second: Maritoni with son Liam 


“1 love where 
| am. | love my 
home; | love 
my children; | 
love my life. 
There isn’t 


anything about 
E iat | don't 

love—and | 
want to stay | 
· alive and live 
ту life.” 


chemotherapy sessions, she shares, because 
her daughter, who was six at the time was with 
her through it all. “People said | shouldn't expose 
her to it, but then | was so scared | wouldn't 
make it. | was thinking about my parents’ divorce 
when | was ten, and how | didn't understand 
what was going on and why. | brought so much 
of that confusion with me growing up. | didn't 
want my daughter to have that. So | decided that 
even if it ended up with me dying, | wanted her to 
understand why | died. A lot of kids who have 
lost a parent through death or divorce don't 
understand—they think they did something 
wrong and God punished them. | don’t want 
Alexia growing up with that kind of baggage.” 


The experience was apparently good for both of 


them. Maritoni recalls Alexia sitting at the foot of 
her bed during her worst moments, just holding 
her hand and whispering, "Mommy, please don't 
die.” The little girl also learned to give her 
injections, and she would gently but sternly say, 
“Mommy, this is going to hurt, but you know you 
have to take this because it will make you well.” 


To this day Maritoni calls Alexia her "rock." The 
little girl is the reason she endured the chemo 
sessions even when giving up seemed the better, 
sweeter option. 


The tears come as she recalls the experience. 
No, not because of the pain or trauma, she 
explains, but because of the thought of what she 
could have missed had she given up. "I really 
can't help crying when | think of what | had been 
given, which | didn't appreciate before | got 
sick—and the other blessings that have come 
since my illness.” 


Foremost of these blessings, she says, is Liam, 
the baby most everyone told her she couldn't, or 
shouldn't, have because of the cancer. When he 
was conceived, the idea of abortion came up 
because, as it was explained to her, the baby 
could have congenital problems from the cancer 
drugs she had taken. Pregnancy, she was told, 
also triggers the release of hormones that could 
hasten the spread of her type of cancer. 


Today, Liam is a shy but precocious 2-year-old, 
lord of the home she shares with his dad Dritter 
Sarmiento, and of course Alexia. 


Maritoni took a break from show business for 
about three years to enjoy this real miracle of life, 
but expects to get busy soon on a new ABS-CBN 
telenovela titled "Lobo" with Piolo Pascual and 
Angel Locsin. 


In the meantime, she has set up an interactive 
party-organizing company called Hi5, and 
continues with her advocacy on cancer 
prevention, detection and treatment. She is 
actively involved with the | Can Serve Foundation 
for cancer survivors. With her best friend Kelly 
dela Merced, she has also put up Save the 
Susus, a company that produces promotional 
items for sale, the proceeds of which will be 
channeled back into the breast cancer campaign. 
With another friend, she has set up a company to 
promote and market Green Power, a barley- 
based health food supplement imported from 
Japan and which she has been taking for the 
past seven years. Green Power is already being 
marketed in the Visayas and Mindanao. 


This Christmas, Maritoni will be living and 
cherishing every single moment of joy with her 
little family—Dritter, Liam and Alexia. "I grew up 
always wanting to go home,” she says teary- 
eyed. “Now | know that home is where | am, with 
people | love and people who love me, no matter 
where that may be. That's all that matters for a 
truly great Christmas." * 


For more information, log on to 
greenpowerbarley.multiply.com or call Flor at 
0917-8103091; and sususforlife.multiply.com 
for"Save the Susus." For party organizing needs, 
contact Hi5 through Flor at 0917-8103091. 


simndaiNQURER mgri О 


Feature 
By Ross Harper-Alonso 


‘One Day They Will Grow’ 


Her parents had always told her that her stumps would someday grow into hands and 
feet. They didn't, but Melody Tamayo found that with people giving a hand, it is possible 
for those with disabilities to finally stand on their own 


Several company messengers 
mill around the reception area of the 
elegant penthouse office waiting for 
Melody Virgo Tamayo, 27, to 
receive mail and sign 
acknowledgement receipts. The 
receptionist looks very corporate in 
her office uniform and headset. 
From her work station, she moves 
about briskly, taking calls and 
tapping at her computer keyboard 
simultaneously. Despite the heavy 
work load on her hands, she greets 
visitors pleasantly and directs them 
to the right offices with a smile. 


Most of the regulars wait politely, 
while the others watch her intently 
and exchange baffled looks. They 
walk away studying Melody's neat 
signature on the form and look back 
at her several times. How could she 
do it when she has no hands and 
feet?, they're probably thinking. At 
4'11", Melody is a sight to behold, 
her arms narrowing down to stumps 
while the pegs at the end of her legs 
are daintily encased in doll shoes. 


“| didn't realize | wasn't normal," 
says the petite llongga. "When | 
asked my parents why | was 
different from my brother and 
cousins, they told me my hands and 
feet would grow. For years | 
accepted this as the truth and woke 
up every morning eager to check if 
they grew while | was asleep. Of 
course they didn't," Melody adds, 
trying to smile. “| asked more 
questions as | grew older because I 
saw that normal babies and 
neighborhood children my age had 
complete sets of fingers and toes." 


The inquisitive child finally got her 
answer from relatives. They told 
Melody that when her mother was 
pregnant with her, her father 
confessed to having another wife 
and children in a nearby 
municipality. With a year-old son to 
care for, her distraught mother didn't 
want another child and desperately 
tried to abort her, Melody recounts. 
The drugs left her with the 
undeveloped limbs. 
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Ross Harper-Alonso 


Melody: Proving others wrong 


Despite her congenital deformity, 
Melody's parents raised her well. 
They taught her not to feel disabled 
or inferior to anybody. “My brother 
and | did the same household 
chores,” she explains. “I also 
mopped the floor and cooked.” 


Melody's father was a military man 
and was determined to help his 
daughter become independent. 
“One day he wrote my name оп а 
sheet of paper and set the pencil 
down in front of me. He told me to 
copy what he wrote and | did. | 
grasped the pencil like this," she 
demonstrates with the pen 
positioned between her wrists. “It 
wasn't difficult at all and became 
easier with practice.” 


Her mother refused to send her to 


school out of fear that she would be 
ridiculed, but her father was 
determined to give his daughter the 
semblance of a normal life in every 
way he could, and enrolled her in a 
coed school in Iloilo City. Melody 
doesn't have memories of her 
classmates mistreating her in 
kindergarten and thought she fitted 
in quite well until her teacher told 
her she didn't make the honor roll. 
“She said | was always in 
incomplete uniform because | went 
to school without shoes. | never 
needed shoes in the past," she 
recounts with a giggle. “The 
comment on my report card said, 
“Not in black shoes.' The next year 
my father had special shoes made 
for me and | returned to school 
feeling like a superstar.” 


After graduating with honors with a 


degree in BS Marketing from the 
University of the Philippines- 
Visayas in Iloilo City, Melody was 
hired by a blind employee at the 
Iloilo municipal hall to do clerical 
work. They might have looked like 
an odd couple but the kind 
gentleman provided Melody 
practical help that opened a new 
world for her. He encouraged her to 
apply for a scholarship with the 
Disabled People's international in 
Japan. 


In a few months Melody received 
the grant and left for Japan to join 
the Independent Living for Disabled 
People program. "Before | left, | 
didn't understand why we call the 
Philippines a third world country 
while Japan is classified as first 
world," she says. “After | saw how 
the Japanese nurture their 
disabled, | realized our country has 
very poor social services compared 
to theirs and hardly any program to 
help Filipinos living with 
disabilities,” she adds sadly. “In 
Japan | lived alone and attended 
workshops daily, where | learned 
book binding, Adobe and 
Photoshop. Even people with 
multiple disabilities and those 
mentally challenged were 
productive.” 


Melody returned to the Philippines 
feeling empowered and excited to 
find a job. With happy memories of 
her life in Japan, she walked up 
and down Ayala Avenue, personally 
submitting her resume lo Human 
Resource managers. But, she 
recalls, most of them eyed her like 
she was a specimen on display and 
asked her redundant questions 
about her deformities instead of 
focusing on her skills. Many didn't 
hide their skepticism until it all 
became too much even for one as 
brave as she is. 


In a big call center, she recounts, a 
team leader grilled her in full view 
and earshot of all the agents. His 


(continued on page 12) 
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It's һеге! It's big! 
It’s gross! Well, 
-duh? Lemme at it! 


Faur cake, how do | love thee? Let me count 
the ways. 


Sinfully rich, delightfully decadent and intensely 
alcoholic—what's not to love? With its heady 
mixture of pecans, walnuts, almonds, dates, 
golden raisins, cherries, prunes, molasses and 
brandy, how can a plain cake made of flour, 
butter, eggs and sugar ever hope to compete? 
Angel food cake, cheesecake and brownies may 
be everyday favorites, but when you need to pull 
out all the stops and leave a lasting impression, 
go for the intoxicating flavors of a perfectly aged 
fruitcake. 


Not for the faint of heart or stomach, the cake's 


liquor content alone conquers—even before the 
first bite. Persevere and you'll find yourself 
seduced by its distinctive blend of sweet, nutty 
and bold flavors. | would liken the distinctly 
dense flavor to the unique taste of the freshest 
oysters, the lightly salted perfection of beluga 
caviar, the silky texture of uni, the intoxicating 
cheesey tang of durian and the hearty 
satisfaction of puffing on a really good Cuban 
cigar. Not everyone appreciates these aromas 
and flavor profiles—but after all, fruitcake was 
never intended to be a “caviar to the general 
public.” 


Not for the fast food junkie, the fruitcake is one of 
those stuff in life that's never rushed, as it needs 
one to three months to fully absorb and mellow 
its alcohol content. As top shelf liquor and fancy 
ingredients do not translate well into mass 
production, the best fruit cakes are often 
expensive, limited in number and, more oflen 
than not, pre-ordered. Some recipes are handed 
down through generations, while the few 
fruitcakes made іп family kitchens are reserved 
as gifts to one's dearest and closest friends. So 
with their hefty price tags and limited quantities, 
it's safe to assume that the legendary fruitcakes 
which have supposedly been circling the globe 
for years are the generic varieties; the really 
good fruitcakes are never recycled but hoarded 
and savored. 


The fruitcake's tarnished reputation as a 
doorstop and the world's most recycled gift may 
have begun when Johnny Carson once joked 
about “there being only one fruitcake in the 
United States, and it is being passed around 
year after year, from family to family.” 


Bakers and aficionados have been defending the 
much-maligned fruitcake ever since, seeking to 
win back old believers or gain a new following 
with ad campaigns and modern recipes 
incorporating more familiar, crowd-pleasing 
ingredients like chocolate. With all the hype 
around it, often around Christimas time, one 
would presume that people knew enough about 
fruitcake to decide whether they loved it or hated 
it, and whether Christmas would be the same 
without fruitcake. 


Considered the original power bar, fruitcake has 
a track record that few cakes can match. Food 
scholars date fruitcake back to ancient Egypt and 
the Roman Empire. According to some 
historians, Egyptian fruitcake was considered an 
essential food for the afterlife. Internet sources 
note that in ancient Rome, “raisins, pine nuts and 
pomegranate seeds were added to barley mash, 
making the fruitcake not only a handy and lethal 
catapult ammunition, but also a hearty compact 
food ideal for the long campaigns waged by the 
conquering Roman legions.” 


In Victorian England, it was a custom for 
unmarried wedding guests to put a slice of dark 
fruitcake under their pillow at night so they would 
dream of the person they would marry. 


My first memory of fruitcake was one shared with 


my mother. Every Christmas, she would excitedly 
await a green foil-wrapped cake from a favorite 
aunt, and when it finally came, would eagerly 
treat herself to minute slices of the loaf. When 
we were old enough to ask, she would carefully 
ration out bite size portions of the cake. | have 
five sisters who also demanded their fair share, 
so the cake never lasted past New Year and we 
resigned ourselves to waiting a whole year again 
for the delicious treat. Thus did fruitcake teach 
me key lessons in life like patience, moderation 
and the ability to handle my alcohol. After 
fruitcake, I'm afraid | have nothing much to say 
about the other desserts | enjoy, except that they 
taste good and wreak havoc on my thighs. 


Ultimately, in a world where nothing lasts forever, 
it's nice to know there are things that almost do... 
So how long will a fruitcake keep? Johnny 
Carson's and other jokes aside, the best 
response I've ever heard so far is—till you eat it 
all up. * 
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Fruitcake vs iPod 


Ten reasons why fruitcakes beat 
г. iPods as holiday gifts 


1. iPods cost P4,500 and up; good 
fruitcakes can be had at P500 and up. 


2. Fruitcakes need no frivolous 
accessories to be enjoyed. It can be 
savored as it is. 


3. You're less likely to waste your 
spending money at iTunes with a 
fruitcake. 


4. Walk around wearing an iPod and 
everyone yawns. Walk around wearing a 
fruitcake and you're a trendsetter. 
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F 5. iPod: 2.5-inch color display. Fruitcake: 
! 10-inch multi-faceted, crystallized fruit 
| display. 
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6. You can't use an iPod as a football. Or 
a doorstop. 


7. Fruitcakes have no batteries to replace. 


f 8. iPod: 7,500 songs. Fruitcake: the song 
+ in your heart, and the antacids in your 
* medicine cabinet. 


9. You can't call your enemy “nutty as an 
iPod." Well, you can. But nobody's going 
to understand you. 


preme 


| 10. In all likelihood, your fruitcake will still 
be good three years from now. 


RETAKE OF PRECEDING FRAME 


ey ----- т ere, 


sunday|INQUIRERmagazine | 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with 
several given numbers. The object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 
in the empty squares so that each row, each column and each 
3x3 box contains the same number only once. The difficulty level 
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“One Day They Will Grow’ (from page 10) 


sarcasm and derogatory remarks echoed 
throughout the floor whenever Melody 
apologized for not knowing the answer. “Не 
wanted me to comment оп a movie | hadn't 
seen," she recalls. “1 repeatedly told him | didn't 
know the story but he insisted that | answer his 
questions about the movie. It was embarrassing 
and | felt so stupid." She cried in the elevator and 
on the bus, angry at herself for believing that 
she'd be given a fair chance. 


Melody sulked, but only for a short while. She 
then left her resume at the National Council for 
the Welfare of Disabled People in Quezon City. 
Although the agency is a policy making body and 
not involved in direct services, they help people 
living with disabilities find employment. 


Almost immediately, Melody was hired by a big 
Makati trading firm. "I almost didn't accept the 
job,” she admits with a grin. “The opening was 
for a receptionist and | really felt | didn't look 
anything like the stereotypes | met in the other 
companies. They all look like shampoo 
commercial models to me,” she laughs. “It 
horrified me to think | would have to face all 
kinds of people every day, but the president of 
the company inspired me to accept the 
challenge.” 


Melody has been with the same company for six 
years now and is highly respected by her peers 
and superiors for her multitasking abilities, which 
include acting as legal assistant to the corporate 
lawyer. 


“My mother told me | won't be able to finish 


school because of my disability, | did, and with 
flying colors. She also said | won't be able to 
leave the country because of my disability. | lived 
alone in a foreign country for three months. My 
mother was sure no big company in Manila 
would hire me, but here | am,” she says with a 
grin. "She doesn't think I'll ever marry. Maybe 
that's one more area where | have to prove her 
wrong," she says, half in jest. 


Despite enduring instances of discrimination, 
Melody holds no grudges against anybody and 
is, in fact, a constant source of positive energy 
for her co-workers. “It's time we learn how to 
transcend physical deformities so people like me 
are not marginalized,” she points out. “We 
deserve to take our rightful place in society,” 
declares this candidate for the Rotary Club's 
search for Makati's Model Person With Disability 
Award. Women's Feature Service 


Author and subject: Joaquin and Cabangon 
Chua 
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From Shoeshine Boy to Tycoon (from page 6) 


when | was very young. It pushed me. It 
motivated me. They were the catalyzer who 
pushed me to succeed.” 


And as Joaquin himself put it: "Success is the 
best payback!” 


(Apparently, it can also be a burden, attracting 
both paeans and brickbats. In 2004, this former 
ambassador to Laos was sued by his alleged 
mistress for attempted rape, attempted murder, 
serious illegal detention and violation of Republic 
Act (RA) 9262 otherwise known as the "Anti- 
Violence Against Women and their Children Act 
of 2004." The case was dismissed for lack of 
merit.—Ed.) 


Joaquin's “A Saga of Success" ends in 1985, 


when Cabangon Chua had just entered his fifties 
and, with half a century of struggle behind him, 
had begun to enjoy the fruits of his labors. That 
was 20 years ago, perhaps just a short nap for 
some, but many lifetimes over in his world. 


"Whether you're rich or poor, everyone has 24 
hours in a day," Cabangon Chua is fond of 
saying. "It's what you do with your 24 hours that 
counts." In the end, he says, it all boils down to 
this: "There is no secret of success. You just 
have to work hard and focus on whatever it is 
that you need to succeed. A talented man who 
takes it easy doesn't stand a chance against a 
mediocre man who focuses all his energy on a 
project. But of course, you have to dream to 
succeed." + 


[5 ever there was а book that looks good 
enough to eat, this would be it. Ines 
Cabarrus’ and Elian Habayeb's collected 
reviews of Manila's best restaurants need 
no words: the pictures say it all. You can 
almost taste the giant prawns glistening 
with butter and hear the crunch of fresh 
greens drizzled with balsamic and olive 
oil. Turn the page and you encounter a 
split crab redolent with garlic, the 
succulent flesh made golden by the warm 
lemon-butter sauce. 


Indeed, “Manila's Best Kept Restaurant 
Secrets" should come with a warning: 
Keep out of reach of impulse eaters, the 
cholesterol-challenged and the weak- 
willed. Because for sure, with the dishes 
on every page begging to be sampled, 
there's the probable scenario of readers 
herd-stomping it to the nearest restaurant 
mentioned, work deadlines and lipid 
levels notwithstanding. Who wouldn't take 
a break in the middle of a languorous 
afternoon for a taste of Alba's paella and 
Portico's Silken Tofu—extreme comfort 
food in times of stress? The beguiling 
pictures have a lot to do with the sudden 
craving, as do the detailed descriptions of 
the sumptuous offerings and the stories 
behind the restaurants, the chefs and 
their wonderful creations. 


Although most of the places mentioned 
are no longer secret, having been raved 
about by other food critics and reviewers, 
the book offers confirmation of how taste 
speaks a universal language and how 
word of mouth is one's best 
advertisement. From fine dining 
restaurants to vegetarian nooks, homey 
pizza joints, casual bistros and steak 
houses, the list of Manila’s best grazing 
places gives you one more excuse to 
postpone that diet—hey, just as soon as | 
go through this “to do" list! 


A salad spread at 
Sonya's Garden 


Secrets to Savor 


We have one tiny bone to pick with the 
authors though: why, with all that luscious 
spread of glossy pages and the generous 
space for food lore and personal history, 
did they scrimp on the captions? Sure, 
the reviews speak amply of the house 
specialties and a picture is worth a 
thousand words, but can't they at least 
label the dishes so tantalizingly magnified 
in full color to avoid confusion among us 
Philistines who can't always differentiate 
the cuts of meat and types of salad? 
Short of trundling the book along and 
pointing to the scrumptious photos when 
ordering, one would be hard put to 
translate the gustatory experience from 
paper to actual plate. The personalities 
featured could also use some captions, 
especially in group shots, if only to credit 
them properly for their contributions to the 
good life. And then there's the reckless 
use of the words “infamous” and 
"notorious" that leaves you wondering if 
this is the author's shorthand for faint 
praise. 


No matter. The book is a visual and 
visceral delight, and its list of secret 
places a handy reference for next year's 
slew of important dates and romantic 
entanglements. For the curious, this 
book's list of Manila's best 
restaurants—not necessarily 
secret—includes Café Ysabel, Sonya's 
Garden, Sugi, Lolo Dad's, Alba's, Portico 
1771, Harbor View, Li Li, Fireplace Grill, 
Spirals, Greens, In Yo, Katre, Bellini's, 
Café Juanita, Sugi, Abe, Chef Laudico's, 
Zong, L'Opera, Amalia's, Amoroma, 
Skyline, Manos Greek Taverna, Verbena, 
Fire Lake, Antonio's, Café-on-the-Ridge, 
Kashmir, Sala, Mati, Old Manila, 
Apartment 1B, L'Incontro, Som's, Di’ 
Marks, Palato Fino and Hossein's. Pssst, 
pass the word around. PAC 


Terum genommen meme a 


Christmas Birthday 


Mother has told me this story many times: 
when | was ready to be born, she panicked, 
finding it difficult from her bed to summon 
the hospital nurses, busy as they were 
opening gifts, eating fruitcakes, singing 
jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way. 
Christmas is just one in three hundred 
sixty-five and one-fourth days of a year, 

so what were the chances of a childbirth 
happening that 3 a.m.? As slim as one: 


Christmas being about a birthday. 

As a child, father bore me up on his shoulders 
one night to reach for a star with a long tail. 
My godfather was another story. 

He was a long-time big-shot mayor 

of some suburban town who never played 
Santa Claus to my childhood, and all | can 
remember receiving from him was a greeting 
card with a tear-off coupon for a free one-year 
accident insurance, if | filled up the coupon 


and mailed it to the company within a week. 
Which | never did. He's not mayor anymore. 
Often, | would be told how fortunate 

| was to have been born on the same day 

as the Holy Child, but more often | would hear 
about how unfortunate | was to receive 
package-deal gifts each year: Merry-Christmas- 
plus-Happy-Birthday gifts rolled up into one; 
like a Swiss-army knife with folding scissors, 
folding blade, folding nail file and clipper. 


For a series of Christmases, high school friends 
would gather at my house in the evening, 
because they had to be at church with parents 

in the morning, and attend family gatherings 

till late afternoon. At my Christmas birthday 

they would drink and reminisce about the octopus 
tide at the school fair, and how they made 

the chemistry teacher cry, and joke about 

miss so-so from this exclusive all-girls school 
who lost her undies by the swimming pool. 


They would stay on until this former classmate 

of ours who was then a Catholic seminarian 
would finally arrive close to midnight, coming 

all the way from visiting his folks South of Manila. 
He's dead now. He died a priest, in his sleep, 

six years after the last of our parties, which ended 
when someone got so drunk he threw up 

in the middle of the living room, and we all saw 


our youth, which used to be rolled up with the past, 


for what it was now on the floor. Happy Birthday. 


Sid Gomez Hildawa 
b. December 25, 1962 
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Feature 
By Amanda R. Сагро 


A Lite 


Less Ordinary 


He's not a risk-taker but when 
Jayjay de Ocampo found out 
he has diabetes, he decided 
to join the Ironman triathlon 
despite the odds, as a tribute 
to family and friends he has 
lost to the disease 


Patago 


Tue facts on the disease can be scary. 
Diabetes, a medical condition that prevents the 
body from producing or properly using 
insulin—the hormone needed to convert glucose 
into energy needed for daily life—is associated 
with increased risk for heart disease, 
hypertension, stroke, kidney failure and end- 
stage renal disease. It is also the leading cause 
of new cases of blindness among adults 20-74 
years of age. 


Preventing complications from diabetes can 
mean a rigorous routine of testing, medication, 
and daily, if not hourly, maintenance. It is a life 
sentence. 


Can one lead a normal life with diabetes? The 
answer is no. What about an extraordinary one? 
The answer is yes. And Jayjay de Ocampo can 
prove it. 


Jayjay was diagnosed with diabetes some 10 
years ago prior to the birth of his eldest son 
Jaime. A specialist recommended that he take 
Fornid tablets (For Non-Insulin Dependent) twice 
a day, avoid sweets and exercise 30 minutes a 
day three to four days a week. So for five years, 
Jayjay controlled his diabetes through medication 
and diet. 


When his father was similarly diagnosed with the 
disease, Jayjay decided to battle his affliction 
through exercise and a more active lifestyle. 
Instead of joining a gym, he decided to take on 
the ultimate endurance sport, triathlon. With little 
background in any of the sports' disciplines like 
swimming, cycling or running, and being a 
diabetic at that, the odds were against him. 


As a child, Jayjay played team sports and made 
the school team in both soccer and basketball as 
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bloodied de Ocampo runs and rides Down Und 


an exchange student in Colorado. He admits he 
made those teams out of persistence more than 
athletic ability. Smaller than his American 
teammates and competitors, he was forced to try 
harder. 


Jayjay first heard about triathlon through a TV 
program and decided to attempt a sprint distance 
triathlon as his initial target. From that single 
race, he targeted, trained for and competed in 
other longer distances. His toughest race to date 
has been the Ironman which involves a 3.86 
kilometer swim, a 180.2 kilometer bike ride, and 
а 42.195 kilometer run on the same day. 


This month, Jayjay represented the country and 
his triathlon team PoloTri, in his second Ironman 
in Western Australia. Despite crashing in the bike 
portion of the race, he managed to cross the 
finish line. Bloodied, with four stitches on his 
head, he clocked an impressive 12 hours and 41 
minutes. 


Looking back, Jayjay says the thought of doing 
an Ironman was never a consideration for him. It 
was only after completing longer distances that 
the race became a possibility. He recalls that one 
of his biggest challenges was his first half- 
Ironman distance event, the Whiterock triathlon 
held annually in Subic. He remembers raising the 
white flag at Whiterock years ago and calling his 
Dad to tell him: "I'll never do that again. My body 
just can't take the 'beating.' " But Jayjay has 
come back to that race. Observers say that the 
races do not get easier; just that the contenders 
keep getting better. 


A cautious person, Jayjay seems overly 
concerned with his safety and those of people 
around him, meticulously—almost 
obsessively—recording his workout regimen and 
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diet. He reports that this year, he has trained 
over 710 hours, ran 2,100 kilometers, logged 
9,700 kilometers on his bike, and swam 332 
kilometers to properly prepare for Ironman. 


The irony is that, while risk-taking isn't part of his 
vocabulary, his daily life is full of uncertainty and 
danger. The most difficult part of being diabetic, 
he says, is the mental anguish of knowing that 
the disease is deadly. Over the last two years, 
he's lost family and friends to the disease, and 
none of them have put their bodies through what 
he does. 


The fact is, Jayjay is motivated by the goals he 
sets not only for himself but for a bigger cause. 
He keeps a list of his friends and family who 
have succumbed to diabetes on his bike 
whenever he does an Ironman so he is 
constantly reminded that he is competing for 
them as well. For him, triathlon is a great way to 
cope with grief and the burden of having 
diabetes. More and more, diabetics are looking 
at endurance sports as an excellent way to help 
battle the disease. After all, it's all about beating 
the odds, challenging the prognoses, and taking 
advantage of a life less ordinary. • 


Feature 
By Jasmine W. Payo 


Leap to 


Glory 


Abandoned by his mom after his US 
Marine dad left them, smooth basketball 
guard Jason Castro is out to prove that 
the right genes, a good attitude and hard 
work can overcome life’s bad breaks 


For the past eight months, amateur star 
Jason Castro had traveled to five countries with 
the Philippine men's basketball team, 
culminating in the cagers' gold medal at the 
Southeast Asian Games (SEAG). 


In one of those trips, the 5-foot-10 guard flashed 
another dazzling display of skills and speed 
against taller opponents to finish with an all- 
around game of 16 points, five assists and three 
steals in 31 minutes of action. 


The performance caught the fancy of foreign 
sports officials who immediately offered him to 
play in the Australian National Basketball 
League. 


^| felt excited, it was unexpected," says Castro in 
Filipino. "It's an opportunity that does not happen 
too often, so ! might check it out if the offer is 
good. It could be another adventure." 


Despite opting to first don the country's colors in 
the SEAG this month, the idea to play-for-pay in 
a foreign land thrilled Castro, who never thought 
he could go places—literally and 
figuratively—just by playing basketball. 


After all, the 21-year-old cager usually went no 
farther than Manila from his hometown in 
Pampanga. But he says, "Basketball changed 
my life. It has helped me a lot. | never imagined 
things would turn out this way." he says. Still, he 
adds, he tries to go home every week, or at least 
once a month. 


Home for him is San Miguel, Betis, a barrio in 
Guagua, Pampanga where he lives with 
relatives. Although he rarely shares his personal 
story, Castro claims he grew up just fine even 
when his mother, Rosario Castro, started a new 
family in the United States after divorcing his 
American father, Ronald Williams, a decade ago. 
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There's no stopping Jason Castro (right) іп his dash 
for fame 


“My mom said she doesn't want my dad to have 
a claim on me, so she changed my name,” says 
Castro, noting that American professional 
basketball player Jason Williams used to be his 
namesake. 


But unlike the National Basketball Association 
(NBA) standout, Castro picked up the sport's 
competitive spirit belatedly. “| wasn't interested іп 
basketball at first,” he notes. "I played in grade 
school but | only started taking it seriously in high 
school.” 


Castro initially didn't see his own promise in the 
sport. Unlike most Amerasians—a coined term 
for children born of American soldiers and 
Asians—he stood a shade below six feet. And 
neither did he get the strapping build of his US 
Marine father. 


Yet Castro obviously inherited the so called 
“athletic genes" of many African-Americans. 
“Everything just came naturally when | started 
taking basketball seriously,” he says. “The 
games of Olsen Racela and Willie Miller also 
influenced me. They're really good.” 


By typical progression, Castro got tapped to play 
for the varsity squad of his high school, the Don 
Honorio Ventura College of Arts and Trades, in 
Bacolor. 


Basketball scouts, too, naturally gravitated to the 
fleet-footed teen. And by 2003, Castro suited up 
as a freshman for the men's basketball squad of 
Philippine Christian University in the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). 


Although he started out as a sidekick to Gabby 


Espinas—another Amerasian now seeing action 
in the pro league—Castro played a key role in 
the PCU Dolphins' historic turnaround from 
perennial cellar-dweller to first-time NCAA 
champion in 2004. 


And Castro continued to shine when he took 
over as team leader by powering the Dolphins to 
two more Finals appearances in the following 
seasons. 


“What's good about him is his attitude,” says 
PCU athletics director Fred Olano of Castro, a 
senior business management student. “He's 
concentrated on his studies and his practices. 
He wants to finish his studies and attends his 
classes as much as he can. He's also very good 
and polite compared to other players. He's 
constantly saying po and opo." 


Notes Castro: "| owe a lot to PCU. | got noticed 
when | started playing with them.” 


Over at the Philippine Basketball League (PBL), 
the clutch-shooting guard again made history by 
capturing two straight Most Valuable Player 
awards, the first player in the past decade to bag 
the honor since Eric Menk won back-to-back 
MVP titles. Even more impressive, Castro pulled 
off the feat despite playing for two different 
teams—Hapee Toothpaste and Harbour 
Centre—in two succeeding conferences. 


“| didn't find it hard to adjust. But | still didn't 
expect that I'd win another one,” he says. 


But to those watching Castro, the honors did not 
come unexpected for the young superstar whom 
Hapee coach Jun Noel depicts as the obedient 
ward who “doesn't complain” and whom Harbour 
Centre mentor Jorge Gallent describes as a 
workhorse who “does everything for us.” 


By July, it came as no surprise when Castro 
flirted with the rookie draft of the financially- 
tempting Philippine Basketball Association 
(PBA). The rebuilding, all-amateur Philippine 
team, however, came calling and the do-it-all 
guard readily responded to conquer the troubles 
of an upstart crew. 


“We can't emphasize enough how important he 
is in the team," says national coach Junel Baculi 
of Castro, who emerged as the focal point in the 
formation of the squad. 


PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad adds: “Jason 
could have easily won a third straight MVP in the 
PBL. He could have been among the top picks in 
the PBA draft. But he sacrificed all that for the 
'country." 

“I'm not rushing," says Castro. “I'm still young. | 
want to play for the country. It's an opportunity 
that doesn't happen often. It will also help me 
gain more exposure. After that, | want to finish 
my studies and play one more year for PCU. 
Then maybe | can play in the PBA or I'll see if 
the offer (to play for the pro league in Australia) 
is really good." 


Indeed, it looks like another wonderful journey 
lies ahead for Castro. - 
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Kris: Now, | only trust 
Facial Care Centre 
for my skin. 


A woman of high standards will 
not compromise quality. Like Kris 
Aquino who does not settle for 
anything less than she deserves, 
she entrusts her skin to the experts 
in skincare: Facial Care Centre. 


Kris says, “Women should try 
Facial Care Centre. They deserve 
it. They have the best non-surgical 
skin technology, personalized 
service and such a pleasant 
environment. If you're a woman 
who knows you've reached a 
point in your life where you can 
afford the best because you've 
worked hard to attain that, you 
deserve to be pampered by Facial 
Care Centre. Discover them for 
yourself. I'm so glad | did.” 


Like Kris, trust only Facial Care. 
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